
Besides this list ol twelve dilleient
miles there aie other nieasuies ol
distance, not counting the Vi eneh
kilometre, which is lather less than
two-thirds ol" a mile The 15ia/i-
lians have a milia that is one and
one-fourth limes as long as our
mile ;the Neapolitan nugho is
about the same length; the Japan-
ese ri is about two and one-half
times as long as our mile ;the Rus-
sian mmsl, live-eighths as long. The
i'eihian standard is a farsakh. about
four miles loni^, which is not far
from the supposed length of the
paras,ing, so familiar to e\eiy
schoolboy who has read Xenophon's'Anabasis.' The distance indicated
by the league aiso varies in dillerent
countries.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE!.
What are you going to give your

boys and girls for a Christmas pre-
sent '? If you use 'Book Glft

'
Tea

you can have your choice from our
catalogue of over 500 good and use-
ful books, absolutely free. If you
cannot procure catalogues of books
from your grocer, send to W. Scoular
and Co., wholesale agents, Dunedin,
and a copy will be posted you by re-

turn mail The following useful
books are on our catalogue :— Mrs.
Beeton's Book on Cookiery and house-
hold management, given with 01b of
tea; The Doctor at Home, a book
that should be in every house, given
with lOlb of tea; The Amateur Car-
penter, given with 101bof tea ;The
Enquirer's Oracle, or Enquire within
upon everything. The money spent
by others in extensive advertising
and showy labels and tins is given
by us to the customer in the form of
high class literature.

— ***
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The First Post Office.

In IGSB, early in the reign of
Louis XIV., M. de Vclayer estab-
lished a private penny post. Boxes
were set up at the street corners for
the reception of letters. Otlices were
opened in various quarters of Fans
Collections were made once a day
from the street boxes, followed many
hotus later by a single deli\er\, and
thus the iirst post oflice in the world
was established.

M. do Vclayer was so greatly en-
couraged by the success of Insenter-
prise that, in order to develop it
still further he printed certain forms
of billets or notes which were inten-
ded to cover all the ordinary re-
quirements of business in great
towns. These forms contained
blanks, which were intended to be
filled up by the pen with such spe-
cial matter as might be necessary to
complete the writer's object. The
idea at once became popular, and
the printed forms accompanied the
expansion of the postal service
throughout the larger cities of
France, and it was man3r years be-
fore they fell into disuse.

Why the Church Uses
LATIN.

Why does the Church use the Latinlanguage ? For these reasons, sa.\sa writer m an American exchange —
Because a universal communityre-

quires a unnersal language. The
Church of Christ is universal.

Because it does not change. If,
for example, the Church should use
French in one of her formulas alone,
that of Baptism she would havebeen obliged to change it over 60
times. In the so-called Anglo-Saxon
of 3 000 years ago she could not be
understood now except by experts

Because nothing can eq,ual the dig-
nity of the Latin language, its
clearness or its beauty. H is the
language of science and civilisation
and deserves to be the language of
an unchangeable religion.

Because it lifts the liturgy of the
Church abo"\e that of everyday
usage of words, which alters 1hen-
senses and debases it by licentious-
ness. This misfortune has actually
befallen the English liturgy of the
Anglo-American Episcopalians.

Finally, a universal language
speaks of a universal brotherhood
and makes a Catholic at home inall
the Roman Catholic Churches of the
world. Besides, he understands the
language, though unlearned, by the
ceremonies of the Church or' from
his prayer book, which contains its
entire meaning in his own tongue

What is a Mile.

In an article on 'The Fun of Re-
porting Parliament,' the 'Daily Mail'
tells some rather good stories about" The Gallery.' Dr. Magee, the late
Protestant Archbishop of York, was
made to declare in the House of
Lords that ' drunkenness is jolly ' ,
what he really said being that" drunkenness is folly.' There is a
siory about O'Council winch seems
new

— lie once complained in the
House of a report in a London 'paper
which, he said, put into his mouth
opinions he had never expressed,and
he declared that if the editor did
not apologise he would move that ho
bo brought before the Bar of the
House for a breach of privilege.
Next day the reporter of the speech
waited upon O'Connell and gave a
most remarkable explanation. He
slated that during his walk from
the House to his ottiee in Fleet
slice) the ram streamed into his
p<h kcts and obliterated the notes of
the speech. '

I accept the explana-
tion

'
s,\id O'Connell, good-humor-

,u!l\'.. 'but let me say that it must
lia\e been a \ery extraordinary

shower of rain, "or it not only
washed out of >our note-book the
s.Kcch I delhcred, but washed in

another of an entirely diflerent char-
acter

'

English-speaking countries (s,i\s
an exchange) have four diClere'iil
miles—

Lho ordinary mile ol ,r)l2S(),
r)l2S()

feet, and the geographical or nauti-
cal mile of GOSU feet,making a diller-enco of about one-seventh hetween
the two , the Scotch mile of .VJl2<)
feel, and the Ji ish mile of 0720 feet,
four \arious miles, e\ei.v one ol
which is said to he .still in use

The Umiuin mile is 121,.'5 1S l\et m
knm.li, more than four and a hall
limes as lout; .is our mile The
ihilch lia\c .i mile of JUl2'.i.~) feet,
tlio JHvnes one ot 121,5T.") teel, and
the Prussians one of iM.S.Ki feet ,
and the Swiss gel moie exeniM- m
walking one ot their miles i!>,ih we
get m ■walking fi\e of ouis, lor
theirs is 27,4."^) J\ el long, and oins
i.- hut f)I2SO feel

'1 he Italian mile is <>nl,\ a fr>\\
fi'i'l longer than ours, the Woman
mile is slun Ut, and t lie Tuscan and
the Turkish miles me <ir>o li'et lon-
ger. The Swedish mile is 122 012:!
ieet long", and the Vienna ].dsl mile
j.s 2r>.o'.'>7 feet in length
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Should you be afflicted with chil-
blains, WITCH'S OIL. will give you
immediate relief. A certain cure.***

The ellicacy of TUSSICURA. in all
Lung and Throat Complaints is un-
deniable. It

'
touches the spot '

every time.***

At first signs of the approach of
consumption, ward off all danger by
taking TUSSICURA.***

You can make no mistake in buy-
ing zn 'Excelsior

'plough. Price :
double furrow, £11 10s ; three fur-

'Jtt\a "kl6 lUs- Any trial Ri^HTSfrrow, Bnssett and Co sole agents
in New Zealand — ***

Save time, money, and horse
flesh by using line

'
Kxcelsior

'

plough. Monow, Bassett and Co.
solo agents in New Zealand.— ***

AT TVF AT TFY SOLICITOR, corner Cashel and Manchester Streets, CHRISTCHURCH. has MONEY" "* " iUL^JJ4-J.EJ A, T0 LEND at ourrent rates repayable on easy terms.

For absolute strength, extreme
simplicity, freedom from weak or
undesirable points, and abundance of
excellent working features through-
out, Excelsior Ploughs are un-
rivalled. They will do perfectly the
work that can be exdected of any
plough, and are guaranteed to give
satisfaction in any soils where a
plough can work at all, no matter
how tough and difficult the work.
They have extra length of land
beam, specially made mould boards,
and steering gear of the most com-
plete and approved kind. Revolving
swivel steel circular coulters. Double
furrow £11 10s ;three furrows,, £16
10s.

—
Morrow, Bassett, and Co., sole

agents in New Zealand for Cock-
shutt farm implements.— ***

p FITZGERALD,

PAINTER AND PICTORIIL WRITER

HOUSE DECORATOR,

MAIN ROAD, SOUTH DUNEDIN.

Estimates given.

P.O. Box 90. Telephone 42

ALBION CLUB HOTEL
Gladstone Road,Gisbobne.

(Adjacentto Wharf,and oppositePost Office.)

T. STEELE
- - - Proprietor

Firat-class Accommodation for Travellers
and Visitors.

BILLIARD SALOON
Containing Two First-class Tables.

COMMODIOUS SAMPLE ROOMS
arenowavailable forCommercialTravellers

and every care andattention guaranteed.
Meala commence:— Breakfast8 a.m. Lunch

1p.m. Dinner 6 p.m. Dinner 1p.m. on
Saturdays, as a convenience for

Country Visitors.
Speight's Beer alwaysonDraught.

T^ 0 R SALE.

Valuable Country Hotel, 17 years' lease,
rent £10 yearly, takings said to be £60
weekly, price £3500, £1000 cash required;
Hotel, Wellington, doing £160 weekly,
moderate rental; Hotel, Marlborough, 14
years' lease, price £1800 ;Hotel, Auckland,
trade £300 weekly; Hotel, Napier, price
£1350, half cash required; Hotel, Wai-
rarapa, sound business, 10 years' lease, price
£3700 ;Hotel, railway line, excellent lease
c.utaining purchasingclause, freehold,price
£2(500 ;Hubel, Wellington 12 years' lea&e
bigbusiness;Hotel,country,paddocks, etc.,
freehold, £2500 ;Hotel, Manawatu, price
£1000 ;Hotel,Marlborough, 7 years' lease,
Hotel, Tauaaki, 9 years' lease, £2,500.

DWAN BROS., Willis street, Wellington.

HUGH GOURLEY
desires to inform the publiche still

ontinues the Undertaking Business as for
merly at the Establishment, corner Clarke
andMaclagganstreets,Dunedin.

Funerals attended in Town or Country
with oromptnes* »x»d economy

PYKE'S

IMPERIAL HOTEL,

CUBA STREET,

WELLINGTON,


