
Take away when wish;'halfway,' will try; make clearer
Will write next week. Much worried. Love.

There is nothing veryserious in it whensolved. Itis evidently
an answer to another message,and mightas well havebeen written
in ordinary language. Some people, however, love to make
mysteries of ordinary transactions. It will be observed that the
writer has made two errors, for which we suppose we must
charitably blame theprinter. '

Makeclearer 'reads
'
make clenrer,'

and 'much worried
'

reads 'much warried.' As our contemporary
says:— lf ifc is absolutely necessary to confide an important secret
to the advertising columns of the papers, the best thing todois to
make it look as if it were not in cipher. If you can shun the'agony column

'
and make your communication seem to be a sub-

scription list for a football club presentation,or a testimonial to
the virtues of Somebody's Soap as a combined clothes washer, hair
dye, and baking powder,you mayby that device possibly evade the
curiosity ofthe inquisitive expert. Ifyoucan't do that,yournext
best plan is either to say your say in plainEnglish in the

'
Govern-

ment Gazette,' or else to leave itunsaid, whichis perhaps the safest
planof all.

In Lighter Vein
(By 'Quip.')

«"» Correspondence, newspaper cuttings, etc.. intended for this
departmentshould be addressed

'QUIP,'N.Z. TabletOffice,Dunedin, and
shouldreach this offl.ee onor before Monday morning.

Child Slavery.
A Wang-anui Education Board inspector stated last week that

he had recently inspected a school inhisdistrict,and,in questioning
anumber of children whocame late, elicited the information that
one of them,a girl of twelve years,milked six cows in the morning
and pveninsr, and walked four miles to school. A boy of the Fame

age milked thhteen, night and morning, and rode thme miles to
school;whilo a child of eight milked ten cows tv^ice a day aid
rode three miles to school. These revelations disclose a condition
of things far too prevalentindairyingdistricts. Wehave frequently
seen complimentary references made to the magnitude of the
monthly chequesdrawnby milk suppliers from dairy factories, and
it has sometimes occurred to ua to wonder how much of whatis
practically child slavery lay behind this prospective affluence.
Parents are sometimes very fond of recalling, for the edification of
their juniors, the privations and hardships which they underwent
in their youth. But the rigorous outline of those hardshipsis now
softened by the mist of distance. It may be regarded as certain
that they did not then enjoy the hardships they now declare to
have been so beneficial,and they quite forget to account for the
less fortunate or robust ones who were injured in the process-
Toil, when it exceeds a disciplinary extent, or is calculated to
inflict bodily or mental injury, should not be imposedupon mere
children. It maybe only for a few years,until the farm becomes
established and other branches are added,butin these yearsirre-
parableinjury maybe done to the minds and bodies of the children.
To ask achild of eight years tomilk ten cows night andmorning)
to ride three miles to school, and then to expect that child to
possess a well-developedbody and mind, is to ask animpossibility,
and a seriouß responsibility rests on the parent who makes such
demands. An honorable and a comfortable home is a legitimate
object of ambition, but to achieve this at the expense of the
arduous labor of childrenis torob the gain cf all its blessings.

The Eternal Want of Pence.
That devotion to thepublic interest carries povertyin its train

is well illustrated in the case of thelate Lord Dufferin, who in his
latest years was rewarded with a pension of £1600 with which to
maintain the position he wasentitled to adorn. He devoted forty
yearsof his life to the service of the State. He was Viceroy of
Canada and India,and performedbrilliant services in each capacity.
He was one of the most remarkably gifted men that the Empire
possessedduring the last century,and he was also oneof the most
consummately useful. He preventedmany costly wars. Yetin bis
oldage he was so poor that he was compelled to sell his name to
the company monger, who completed his ruin,and threw his wife
on themercy of £1000 gifts from sympathising shareholders. Itis
almost a truism to point out that LordDufferin wasnot singular
in experiencingpublic ingratitude. Indeed,itis sometimes surpris-
ing to find men, with the warnings of history before them.
entering uponapublic career that they mustknow can bring them
no profit. Theman who enterspublic life must cast aside all hope
of personal gain. And he must also be preparedto find himself
cast aside as a useless and worn out instrument as soon as his day
of usefulness has ended. This proves that men adopt a public
calling from some irresistible impulse, as other men take to
literature or science. In letters a few prizes fall to the lot of the
fortunate, and an Edison may reap a colossal fortune by his
inventive genius, but to the vast majority the way is rugged and
the end cheerless. One tithe of the talent andapplicationnecessary
toensuresuccess inpublic life would be infinitely better rewarded
in almost any other capacity. A successful general receives the
thanksof thenation,anda rich monetaryreward. Nelson,Welling-
ton, Napier,Roberts wereallmunificently rewarded. On the other
hand the Balary of Mr. Schwab, manager of Carnegie's colossal steel
trust, would almost pay the salaries of the whole BritishCabinet.
There is eomething inequitableaboutthis. Itis not creditable that
amanlikeLordDufferin, whodid such good service to thepublic,
and who beneficially influenced the history of the human race,
should be left to die in what to him must have been the most
bitter poverty.

The unthinking man in lowly circumstances painfully con-
trasts the apparently large rewards that accrue from public ser-
vice withhis own lot,and murmuraagainst the apparentinjustice.
Lethim console himself with the reflection that he is probably
better off in every way than those he envies. The working man is
takenfrom his side, andraised on the shouldersof a shouting mob
toanelevationthat seems to confer immunity from manual labor,
and anincome of sixpounds a week. But the workingman who
becomes amember of Parliament merely exchanges onekind of toil

1There'snothing likea littlejudicious levity.'
R.L.Stevenson.

The Cable-rigger.
We areanungrateful peoplein thesepartsif wedo not erectan

equestrian statue in ice-cream to the inspired idiot that controls
the Europeanend of the cables. Only thatmy hair is not my own,
Iwould willingly sell him a lock of it as a sincere token of my
humble esteem. Imagine the kindness of heart which promp&d
him to flash along the ocean-bed the news that theKaiser's yacnt
waschristened withMoet and Chandon's champagne and not with
Bheingold. Up to the time the glad tidings came, the Australasian
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for another which is infinitely more arduous and incomparably
moreprecarious. His eminent positionmakes him the mark fc*-^envious intrigue and the victim of parasites. He is besieged with
applicationsfor patronage that lie cannot satisfy,and withdemands
for money that he cannot comply with. If he is an artisan he
cannot follow his ordinary pursuits,and if,on the other hand,he
isin trade,hia public duties are performed at the expenseof his
business. The public is an inexorable task-master, and woe
betide theman who allows himself to become infatuated with his
bonds. Some day another will wear them, and he will then be cast
aside, unfitted then by inclination, and possibly by years, from
achieving that success that wasat one time assured. Men of this
kindare not tobe envied. Rather is their fate to be avoided. It
would seem that when men betray a capacity, which in somecases
amounts almost togenius, for public business, they should become
wards of the State, for assuredly they neglect their ownaffairs,and
in somecases consign their families to poverty and themselves to
oblivion.

Cryptograms.
There are few ciphers so

'
refractory,' to use a mining term

that they willnot yield to the efforts of the cryptologist tosolve
them, and yet a good many people still use them in the 'agony
column of the newspaper, in thebelief that their communications
are hidden fromprying eyes. If they only knew that inquirers of
evenordinary intelligence can penetrate the mystery they suppose
so deeply hidden, they would probably feel slightly uncomfortable.For example,a writer in a contemporary has amused himselfby
deciphering the following message, which appeared on a recent
Saturday in the MelbourneArgus :—:

—
'
Osmy sdse

'
dpyx dvap;'Pslqdse,' dvll oce;ksmy

rlyxcyc, Will write next week.
Kgrpdsccvyw. Love.

To theuninitiated nodoubtthis looks veryformidable,but in reality
itis a cipher of the simplest kind, consisting merely in a mutual
exchange of functionbetween one letter of the alphabet and ano-
ther, as c for r, and r for c, qfor f,and f forq, and so on. Appar-
ently thekey to the cipher was arbitrarily fixed,butnevertheless it
is quitea common method to employ a cipher in which each letter
is representedby another at a given distance from it in the alpha.
bet. Thus if two is the interval fixedon, a would berepresentedby
c andso on. Inthe foregoingexample the solution is as follows :
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