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Conference of Catholic Young Men’s
Scocieties,

—
>

A CONTFERENCE of delegates from the Catholic societien of Ashbur-
ton, Timarn, Wellington, Napier, and Christechurch was held in the
Christchurch Catholio Clul’s rooms, Barbadoes strech, on Easter
Sunday., Mr J. J. Wilson, senior vice-president of the Uatholie
Club, ocoupied the chair, The various sccieties were represented as
follows : Ashburton-—Messrs D. Moariarty and N. McDonnell;
Timarn—Messrs J. &. Venning, M. Mahooey, and J. P, Fitzgerald ;
Wellington—Mesers J. Stratford and B, A, Guise. Mr H, MoKeowen
{Wellington) represented Napier. Christohurch was represented by
Mesexs F. Doolan and G. Dobbs. HMr R. J, Hayward, a vice-presi-
dent of the Christchnrch Club, was alsu present and took partin
the diseussions.

Mr Wilson opened the proceedings with a few appropriate re-
marks, and called upon Mr H, McKeowen as the organiser of the
conference fo explain the objects, benefits, etc,, of the proposed
federation.

Mr McKeowen baving done so, and to allow discussion, moved—
' That the federation of the various Catholic Young Men's Societies
in New Zealand be effected,’

This was seconded by Mr J. Stratford (Wellington).

Mr G. Dobbs (Christehureh) asked what would be the benefits
resulting from such a federation,

Mr McEeowen replied, pointing ont the many advantages to be
derived from a federation of this kind, but as to its definite out-
come he was not in a position to foresese. Time was the only solu-
tion of that guestion,

All the delegates expressed themselves in favor of federation of
the description indicated, after which the motion was put to the
meeting and carried ananimously.

At this stage the chairman pointed out the advisability of
appointing a secretary pro Zem for the conference, and nominated

r H. McKeowen as baving a thorough knowledge of the business
for which the conference had been called. The motion was
agreed to,

The next business was to draw up ruies for vhe guidance of the
federated clubs, Mr D. Moriarty submitted ruies which were drawn
up by Mr H, McSherry, a vice-president of the Ashburton Society,
a few years ago when the federation of the varions clubs in Canter-
bury was contemplated,

After some additions and deletions the rules were adopted, and
read as follow (—

1. That the varions Catholic Literary and Mutual Improvement
Societies in New Zealand form a federation under the name of the
* Federated®Catholic Societies of New Zealand,

2. The aim of the federaticn shail be the muiual advancement
of the aifiliated societies.

3, There shall be & council of the federated societies, consint-
ing of two delegates from each affilinted society, appointed by
the members thereof. In the event of a society not being able
to be represented by delegates it be allowed to be represented by

TOXY,

P 4, That for the purpose of carvying ont the aims of federation
the following rules shall opply :—{«) The council =hall meet at
some central place, on the 25tk Devewrher (Chiistmas Day) in each
year. (¥) That a memher of any affiliated rociety, shall, on receiv-
ing a ceruficate from the secietary of his society, that he is a
financial member thereof, be euntitled, on removing to a town in
which there is anolher affiliated snciety, be admitted as 2 member
of such cociety, without payment of avy enrrance fee. («) That
the secretaries of socielies from whish such a member has so
removed, shall inform the secretary of the sotiety in the town to
which such member has removed, ot the fact of such member having
taken up his residence in sueh latter town, () That the various
affiliated scoieties shall endeavor to secure an interchange of
original papeis read by members at the meetings of such societies,
and of lectures givin ete. All papers ete, to be exchanged and
forwarded tirough the general secretary. (~) There shall be an
executive coneisting of a president. vice-president, treasarer and
secretary, to be elected annually by delegates of the souneil. These
officers to be members of the society in the town where the next
conference is to be held. Should any vucancy oceur in the executive
during their term of office, the executive shall have the power to
fill such vacancy. (F) That each afliliated society shall pay the
sum of 108 per annuin towards Lhe mavaxement fand of the federa-
tion. (¢} The management fund of the federated sovieties shall net
be responsible for expenses incurred by delegater attending the
conference, (/) Any club desiring sn alteration in the rules shall
give at least one month's notice to the general secretary before the
date of conference, (&) The Council nor executive shali not have
power to interfere with the internal management of affiliated
societies, save as ia herein excepted,

In aocordance with clause ‘A’ of rule 4, the appointing of a
centre in which to hold the next conference was considered, A
lengthy discussion arcse out of two proposed centres, Ashburton
and Wellington, On a division being called Wellington secured the
majority of votes. The executive officers were then clected as
follow : Pregideni, Rev. T. O’'Shea, 5.M.; vice-president, Mr, J, J.
Devine ; treasurer, Mr. L J. Fitzgibbon ; secretary, Mr. H,
McReowen,

On the motion of Mr. J. Stratford (Wellington), seconded by
Mr. J. G. Venning (Timaru), it was decided that, recognising the
benefits to be derived, the clergy be requested to use their influence
in forming in each centre a Catholic young men’s society, Thiscon-
cluded the business.

The chairman thanked the delezates for their attention during
the conference and wished the fcderation every success. Mr. J, P.
Fitzgerald (Timaru) propoeed a hearty vote of thanks to the chair-
wan for the able and impartial manner in which he presided over

the proceedings, This wad seconded by Mr, H, McKeowen and carried
by acclamation. Mr, G. Dobbs (Christehureh) proposed a vote of
thanka to the sceretary (Mr, H. MuKeowen) for the zeal and energy
displayed by him in connection with the conference, as to him was
undoubtedly due the inauguration of the federation. This was
seconded by Mr. R, J. Hayward {Chrigtobnreh) and agreed to.

At the close of the proceedings his Lordship Bishop Grimes
attended and addressed the delegates, and complimented them on
the steps they had taken, His Lordship wished the federation every
sucoess, and said it was the desire of his Holiness the Pope that links
of amalgamation shonld be formed between the varions Catholie
societies,

All communications relating to the Federated Catholic Socicties
should be addressed to the secretary, Mr, H, McKeowen, St. Pat-
rick’s Hall, Boulcott streat, Wellington,

Some Religious Orders.

>

8r, BRUXNO, the founder of the Carthusians, whose eighth centenary
hag recently been celebrnted in his native city of Cologne (says
Chorel Progress) is the pecond founder of one of the great reli-
gious Orders who can be claimed by Germany. The other waa St.
Norbert, founder of the Premonstratensians, or White Canons, who
was born at S8auten, in the duchy of Cleves, in 1080,

Of the founders of the other more celebrated religious Orders
and congrepgations of the Church Spain claime those of the Domini-
cans (8t. Dominic), the Jesuits (St Ignatius), and the great re-
former of the Carmelites (St. Theresa), France the founders of the
Cistercians (8t. Robert and St, Bernard), and the Lazarista (St, Vin-
cent of Paul), while Italy has given to ihe world among others the
founders of the Benedictines (St. Benedict), Franciscans (St,
Francis), Servites (the Sevem Founders), Theatines (St. Cajetan),
Barnabites (8t. Antonio Maria Zacariah), Oratorians (St. Philip
Neri), Redemptorista (St. Alphonsus Liguori), Passionists (8t, Panl
of the Cross), besides the Oblates (8t. Charles Borromeo) and the
Fathers of Charity (Rosmini).

England had a share in the foundation of the Cistercians in
the person of St, Stephen Harding, but her only native Order was
the now extinct one of the Gilbertines, founded by Bt, Gilbert of
Sempringham.

That great queen of song, Mdlle, Dolores, better known as Tre
belli, commenced a short searon of song recitals in the Garrison
Hall on Wednesday evening. All lovers of musie should not fail to
attend the Dolores recitals, which, apart from the great pleasure to
be derived therefrom, are of splendid educatiopal value. Mr Clar-
ance Newell, an Anerican pianist, will assist Mdlle, Dolores, The
season will be limited to four or five recitals, The second recital is
announced for Friday evening....

H IBERNIAN-AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC
BENEFIT SOCIETY,
NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT, No. 3.

The Catholic Community is earnestly requested to support this
excellent Organisation, for it inculeates o love of Holy Faith and
Patriotism in addition to the unsurpassed benefits and privileges of
Membership,

The Entrance Fees are from 53 to £4, aceording to age at time
of Admission.

Sick Bepefits 203 per week for 26 weeks, 158 per week for the
next 13 weeks, and 10s a week for the following 13 weeks, In cage
of a further continnance of his illness a member of Seven Years'
Standing previous to the commencement of such illnesa will be
allowed 5s per week as superannuation during ineapacity,

Funeral Allowance, £20 at the death of a Member, and £10 at
the death of a Member's Wife,

In addition to the foregoing provision iz made for the admis-
sion of Honorary Members, Rednced Beneflt Members, and the
establishment of Sisters’ Branches and Juvenile Contingents. Fuall
information may be obtained from Local Branch Officers or direct
from the District Secretary.

The Distriet tfflcers are anxiovs to opon New Brauches, and
will give all possible assistance and information to applicanta
Branches being established in the various centres thronghout the
Colonics an invaluable measure of reciprocity obtains,

W. KANE,
District Secretary,
Auckland

SHERIDAN & CO,,

LEADING LAND AGENTS, HOTEL BROKERS & FORWARDING AGENTS
GISBRONE, POVERTY BAX.

gz CORRESPONDENCE INVITED



