
April 13, Sunday.
—

Second Sunday after Easber.„ 14, Monday.
—

St.Justin,Martyr.„ fi3, Tuesday.— St.JohnDamascene,Confessor andDoctor., 16, Wednesday.— St. Benedict JosephLabre,Confessor.
� 17, Thursday.

—
St. Anicetus,PopeandMaTtyr.„ 18, Friday.— St.Isidore,Bishop, Confessor and Doctor.„ 19, Saturday.— St. Leo IX.,Popeand Confessor.

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE.
St. John Damascene,'the last of the Fathers of the Church,'was born towards the end of the seventh century at Damascus,

from which city he received the surname
'Damascene.' By theSaracens he wascalled 'Mansur,' and onaccount of hia eloquence

was surnamed 'Chryssorrhoae,' which meant
'
gold-atreaming.1 Hereceived his education from a pious and learned monk namedCosmos, who was taken prisoner and brought to Damascus. Likehis father, he held a high office under the Caliphs. His zeal indefending the sacred images against theIconoolastsexposedhim totheresentment and persecution of the Greek Emperor. On the

suspicion of a treasonable correspondencehe was deprived of hisright hand, which, however, was miraouloualy restored. He re-signed his office, distributing his wealth among the poor, andretired into the Lauraof St.Sabas,where, after some time,he wasordained priest. He died about the year 754. St.JohnDamascenehas left many works, which, onaccount of theirsolid learning and
great literary merit, have been held in high esteem in both the
Latin and Greek Churches.

ST. BENEDICT JOSEPH LABBE, CONFESSOB.
Benedict Joseph Labre wasanativeof Amettes in the dioceseof Boulogne, and was the son of respectable people who brought

up their family virtuously and religiously. The early piety ofBenedict induced his father to place him at the age of 12 tinderthe care of his uncle, who was then parish priestofErin. Afterstudying for about four years with great industry and success,
Benedict began torealise thathe had novocation to thepriesthood,
while on the other hand he felt a strong attraction to the solitudeandausterities of the oloister. To bury himself in the monastery
of La Trappe,where the severe rule of the Cistercian Order isobserved, became the object of his secret ambition. Meanwhilehisuncle was carriedoff by a dangerous epidemic which he contracted
in ministering to the wants of his sick parishioners. Soon after-wards Benedict,who withgreat devotion hadshared his charitablelabors, quitted the village of Erinand returned tohis home. Bene-dict at last received the reluctant permission of hiaparents toenter
the monastery ofLaTrappe. Upon his arrival therehe found thathis youth and emaciated appearance presentedaninsurmountable
barrier to his reaeption. He accordingly retracedhis steps tohis
native village. An application to the Carthusians met with bettersuccess, bat after six weeks he was dismissed by thePrior as un-
fitted to the Order, owing to the state of spiritual desolation withwhich it pleased God at that time to visithim. A similar result
followed his admission to theCistercian monastery, where he re-
mained for six months in a state of bodily weakness and spiritual
languor.

After bidding a final adieu to his parents by letter,Benedict,
moved by the spirit of God, entered upona course of pilgrimages to
tho celebrated sanctuariesof Italy, which he continued for 13years
up to the time of his death. After 13 yearsspent in this painful
manner of life,Benedict one morning, after leaving his favorite
Church of SanctaMaria feiMonti, wherehe had spent six hours in
prayer, was found fainting in the public street, and was carried
mto a neighboring house. Having received ExtremeUnction heremained unconscious until evening, when he calmly expired onWednesday inHoly Week, April 16,a.d. 1783, at theage of 35,

ST. ANICETU3, POPE AND MABTYB.
St. Anicetus was Pope from 157 to 168. He was a Syrian bybirth, and suffered martyrdom under Marcus Aurelius. He wasvisikd at Rome by St. Polycarp of Smyrna. These two saints hadsome dispute in regard to the Feast.of Easter,but the discussiondid not alter their friendship.

ST. ISIDORE, BISHOP, CONFESSOH AND DOCTOB.
St.Isidore,who wasborn atCarthagena in the Southof Spain

about the middle of the sixth century, belonged to a most holy
family, his two brothers, Leander and Fulgentius,and his sister,Florentina, beingall numbered among the saints. Fromhia youthhe was distinguished for virtueand learning, and having embracedthe ecclesiastical state,devoted himself with his brotherLeander
to the conversion of tne Visigoths. This great work he had toehappiness of seeing perfectly accomplishedbefore the close of hiaapostolic career. Upon the death of his brother St. Leander,
Isidore succeededhim in the See of Seville, which he governed for36 years.

St. Patrick's Day wasobservedinLaunceston, Tasmania, by abanquetheld under the auspices of theSt.Patrick's Day Anniver-sary Association. There were about 150 gentlemenpresent. TheRev. J. O'Mahony,president of the association, occupiedthe chair.Among the guests were the Hon. N. ElliotLewis (Premier),Hon.P. O. Fysb, M.H.R., the Mayor of Launoeston, Senator J, H.Keating, Hon.R.S. Scott,M.L.C. TheRev.Father Cleary wasalso
present.

The inmates of ths Catholic Orphanage,Goulburn,have erected
amarble monument to the late MrsDe Laurel, inscribed 'From the
Orphans to theirBenefactress.'

Tho Freeman's Journal reports that the Rev. BrotherUrban,
Provincial of the Marist Brothers, who took ill recently while
superintending theRetreat of the Marist Brothers in New Zealand,
has now considerably recovered fromhis indisposition.

Mr.E. W. O'Sullivan, Minister of Public Works inNew South
Wales, was on St.Patrick's Day, in Sydney, presented witha three-
quarterlength oil painting of himself by anumber of gentlemen
who hadsubscribed towards the cost,as a birthday gift.

The Rev.Father Cain, of Charlton, who some weeks agomet
withan accident, in which his buggy was smashed topieces, has
been presentedwithapurse ofsovereigns,subscribed byhisCharlton
friends, to enablehim to make good his loss.

The formal opening of a new Catholic Ladies College, East
Melbourne, whichis tobe conducted by the Sisters of Charity, took
placeon March20 in the presence of his Grace the Archbishop of
Melbourne,and a large gathering of clergy and prominentpublic
men.

The Rev. Father Ginisty, S.M.,has returned from Gladstone
and isnow in charge of the^parishof Villa Maria, Hunter's Hill.
During the short term of FatherGinisty's ministration inGladstone
he wonthedevotionof thepeople,andandhe accomplisheda great
deal of workin the town and district.

Mr.W. J. Denny, M.P., of South Australia (says the Catholic
Press), is one of the young Irish-Australians who willbe heardof
in the Commonwealth in the near future. Although still in the
thirtieshe succeeded Mr. Kingston some two yearsago as member
for West Adelaide. He edits and manages the Southern Cross,
whichhas paid an annualdividend of 10per cent, for many years,
and he holds advisory positions on several boards. A Liberal in
politicshe is consideredby theConservativepress as certain tohead"
thepoll in the new district of Adelaide, which comprises 20,000
electors.

As poon asitbecame known that theRev.Father Barlow,P.P.,
of St.Nicholas Church, Penrith, intended taking a trip to Europe,
it was arranged that his departure shouldbe made the occasion of
a presentation and send-off. All arrangements having beenmade,
the affair took place in the convent schoolroom on St. Patrick's
night

—
a most fitting time. Dinner was spread in the infants'

schoolroom, Father Barlow being supported by Mr. T. R. Smith,
M.L.A., and Rev. Father McDonald, P.P. (Windsor). After the
banquet

—
for such it might fittingly be termed

—
anadjournment

wasmade to the schoolroom, where amusical programme, arranged
by Sister M.Baptista, was gone through. A very pleasant feature
of the evening was thepresentation toFather Barlow of an illu-
minated addresp, and a handsome dressing-ca^e suitably inscribed.
Father Barlow is a fellow-traveller with theRev.Father Cleary.

In the opinion of some of the oldest and most respected of our
Irish and Irish-Australian colonists (says the Advocate) such a
sight as that witnehsed inside and outside the Melbourne Town
Hall,onSt.Patrick's night, 11)02, has never been equalled, except,
perhaps, on the occasion of the O'Connell centenary. The final
meeting of the committee washeldat the archiepiscopalPalace, on
Tuesday evening, 25th inst., under thepresidency of his Grace the
Archbishop of Melbourne, and amongst those also present was the
VeryRev. the Administrator of theCathedral (Dean Phelan, hon.
treasurer). Extreme pleasure and satisfaction was expressedat the
result of the concert, socially and financially. The grossreceipts
amounted to the handsome sum of £230, and, after paying all
expenses, £165 3s 2d remained for thatmost deserving charity, the
Foundling Hospital,Broadmeadows.

The following telegram was receivedby Cardinal Moran from
theHon.C. C. Kingston, Federal Minister of Customs,on theday
prior to his Eminence's departurefor Rome. It was in answer to
Cardinal Moran's invitation to Mr.Kingston tobe present at the St.
Patrick's Day Celebrations:

—
lMany thanks for kind invitation

whichIshouldhavebeen honored to accept, butIfind it will be
impossible to be inSydney onSt. Patrick's Day. Imust apologise
for delay in answering, but for the last 10 days Ihavebeen in
Adelaide, whereIhavebeen called by the sickness of my son who
is still very seriously ill. lam thus prevented from being with
you,but with all the warmthof the Irish blood that is inme, and
of whichlam soproud,Ithank you for thehonor. Iwish you all
a highly successfulgathering. God speedthewish to Irishmen from
an Irishman,proud of his Irish father, wife,andblood,and ever
grateful to Irishmen both in Australia and elsewhere for many
kindnesses.' *

Miss AmyCasiles (says the Catholic Press) had,a royal recep-
tionwhen she first touchedAustralian soil on her returnrecently.
AtFremantle the Acting-Premier and the Ministry of West Aus-
tralia,theMayor and Town Clerk of Perth, the Mayor and Town
Clerk of Fremantle, and other official and distinguished citizens,
boarded the steamer and welcomed the youngest distinguished
daughter of the Commonwealth, and thenbrought her ashore in the
Governmentyacht. She was escorted to the Ministerialcarriage
and taken to Perth, where she was formally welcomed. Itwas a
joyousevent, and there was much speech-making. Onher arrival
inMelbourneshe willbe received by the Mayor,and a grand recep-
tion will be given in her honor in the Town Hall. She will give
three concerts inMelbourneand one inBendigo, and then she will
comeon to Sydney,opening here on April17. Afterwardsshe will
probably make a flying visit to New Zealand,giving Bix concerts
there.

Thursday, April 10,1902.]
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