
The Vatican.

TheRome correspondent of the Chicago Record, a spcular news-
paper,in the courseof aninteresting sketch of thePapal Secretary
of State, gives the following particulars of the Vatican :

— Cardinal
Rampolla,nextto the Holy Father, the greatest manin the Citholic
Church to-day, lives at the top of the Vatican, and his visitors are
requiredtoclimb 463 marble stairs. There are noelevators ii that
venerablebuilding, althoughit has be jnfitted withelectric lights
at a cost of 45,000 dols. Itlooks queer to havea cluster of electric
bulbshanging over analtar, but you can see this anomaly at the
head-quarters of the Catholic Church. The Pope, whoje apart-
mentsare immediately below those of CardinalRampolla, is carried
up and down stairß in a sedan chair by four of his guards, who
handle him as tenderly as if he were an infant. Everybody else
has towalk,and it is a long hard journey. When Isu/geeted to
an eminent prelate that the climb to the top of the Vatican ought
tobe counted as a penance, he smiled andsaid thathe knew of a
goodmany people who would be glad to get rid of tatir sins in
that way.

The Vaticanis not a single buildinsr, but, an accumulation of
buildingsstretching over an area of thirteen and one-lialf acres
They werebegun about the year 300, ond have grown gradually.
The outside length of the wall is 1151 feetin one direction and 787
feet in the other, but they are joined by lower walls, which enclnt-e
alargegarden and park that contains two or three villas in whi<h
his Holiness takes refuge during the heat of the summer The
Pontiff drivesin theparkdaily whenthe weather willpermit, and
withits winding walks and roads it is large enough to give him a
varietyof scenery, as well as plenty of freeh air and exercise.
Since 1870 the Pope has been practically a prisoner within the
walls of hispalace,surrounded by Cardinals and the other func-
tionaries of the Church inviolable and inviolate, for the Italian
Parliament, whenitdeprivedhim of temporal authority extended
to his Holiness whatis knownin diplnn.atic circles as the doctrine
of 'extra-territoriality'over the building and the pirk. In ether
words, whateveroccurs withiuits limits is und-r the jansilictiun
of thePopealone.

Civilauthority does not exfr-nd beyond the portalsof the Vati-
can, and that limited area, perhaps thirty acres in all, is still under
thetemporal as well as the ecclesiastical authority of the Pontiff.
No civil officer can enter the Vatican to make an arrest or to serve
a legal pap^r or to exercise any other form of civil authority Its
precincts are inviolate, and no one, whatever his creed, can look
upon that monstrous building, inhabited for so many centuries by
the venerable men who have exeicised so great an irfluence and
borne so importanta put in the history of the world without the
deepest of interes\ Eight grand staircases anI200 smaller ones
lead to theupper apartments of Ihe building, the hiyhet-h of the
greatconglomerationbeingsevenstorey* from theground. Thereare.
20 courtß and17 chapels for various dignitaTHs the chief of which
is the Sistine Chapel, where the Pope offers Ma^s on special ocia-
sion.a, and whichis also famous for the frescoes of Mishatil An»elo,
and his greatest painting representing 'The Last Judgment.' This
picture is in very bad condition, owing to the dampness a*d the
cracking of thewalls,so that pomepartsof it cannolonger bedi^tin-
guished. There are 1000 halls and corridors in the Vatican and
11,000 rooms, counting everything and quart rs for ihe Svvio
Guards,the stables for the horses, thestore houses for the gardeners'
tools, the mosaic factory, and other workshops, and it is said that
an average of 2200 people are employed under the roof, most of
thembeinglodged there.

Portraits of Our Lord.

In1702 a fine brafia medal bearing a portrait of Christ wa<* dis-
covered in Anglcsea,Wales. Itis fully authenticated by a Hebrew
inscriptionupon the reverseside, which d<clares the portrait tobe
that of

'
the Prophet Jesus.' The workmanship (says the Aye

Maria) is of the first century, and the features bear an extraordi-
nary likeness to those cut upon the emerald by the command of
theEmperor Tiberius.

This last-named portrait is, with the exception of theso-called'napkinportrait' of St. Veronica, as well known as any in exi-t-
ence, and has the meric of cxfreme antquity as well as the cachet
of many careful critics. Itwas preserved in the treasury of Con-
stantinople,but fell into the hands of the Turks ;and about1453
was givenby the Sultan to PopeInnocentVIfI.as a ransom for the
Turkishmonarch's brother.

In a recent issue the Are MaricTh*d. the following remarks on a
Mibjpct which is of vital importance to Catholic parents in thisColony .-—There can lenoquestion that oneof the greatest respon-
sibilities as&urned by Catholics who enter the holy stateof Matri-mony is the religious training of the children with whom it mayplease Almighty God to bless them Unfortunately,too, there islittle doubt theresponsibility is one whichmanyincur thoughtlessly,and which in consequence they areinclined to minimise,if notprac-tically to shirk altogether.

True, when the dawn of reason first breaks uponthe childishmind,Catholic mothers, as a rule, are faithful in sowing the seedsof elementary religious truths in the hearts of their little ones.The children are taught to make the sign of the cross, toreciteshort prayors; to epeafc and think with reverence of God theFather, our Diviue Lord, and the Blessed Virgin;to distinguishthe broadlines of right and wrong. Once the child has grown oldenough to be sent to school, however, too many parents apparentlythink that the responsibility of his religious education is bhiftedfrom their shoulders to those of his teachers or of thaparishpriest.This is a radical mistake. Home-training ia
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can not be supersededby the instructionof even themost conscien-tious teachers oreven the most zealous priests. The lesson impartedby a piousand loving mother makes a morelasting and more vividimpression thancan be given byany other humanagency whatever.Even where the boys and girls attend parochial schools, inwhich the catechism forms one of the rpgular text bocks, the fire-side instru tion cannot safely be dispensed with. Much less can itbe neglected in the case of the thousandsof our Catholic childrenwho perforceattend the public echo* liin which religion is tabooed.To imagine that the reHgious training of such children is suffi-ciently provided for by their attendance at the weekly Sunday-school is to cherish a fallacythat is patently absurd. Itis question-able whether tho Sunday-school session can ever do the negative
work of quiteneutralising thebaneful influence of thenon-Catholicatmosphere to which the children are habitually exposed;it cer-tainly can not domuch more.

The only parents who may hope tohaverid themselves, in avery large measure,of their personal responsibility for the effectivereligious training of their sons anddaughters, are they who haveconfided the education of those sons and daughters to Catholiccolleges ard convents. The authoritiesof such institutions reallyassume parental obligations towards those committed to theircharge, i.mi hence reinye the fathers and mothers to a great extent
of one of ihe r mo^t essential duties to their offspring. The over-
whelmingmajority of Cath< lies in 1bis country, however, are pre-
cluded by ciicumsta..ces from sending theirchildren tocollege orconvent, fo their personal accountability for the Catholic training
of those children can not be shirked. Children who frequent thepublic schools manifestly

Need Peculiar Attention.
The supernatural being totally excluded from their minds duringschool-hours, it becomes imperative that, at home, God and thesoul,grace a^d prayer, the Holy (Sacrifice and the sacraments, the
Blessed Virgin and the penance and good works, sin ard
death and jwdgme' t, should be the subjects of frequent conversa-
tion Family prayer, the Rosary in common, for inst>nce, can insuch cases pcarcely be considered a negligible act;and no painsshould be spared in forming the?e children to other devotionalpractices. ItUelementary that their parents are strictly bound in
conscience to see that tbey both attend the Sunday-school with
exemplary regularity and prepare the Sunday-school lesson withdue diligence. To secure either ttm adequatepreparation or thisregular attendance willcommonly entail thoexercise of the paternal
authority;and Catholic fathsra who

Neglect to Enforce their Authority
on such points are sinfully imprudent. Growing boj s who havemade iheir FirstCommunion are especiallyin need in this matterof
a firmness of discipline whichcomes with best grace,and probably
too with best effect, from the head of the family. Too often, un-fortunately,the head of the family finds himself sadly handicapped
in such conjunctures byhis own indifferenceinreligious matters.How many Catholicchildren there are whose observation of home
life has probably engendered some such resolve a? was formed by
the precocious little fellow who inquired:* Mother, when shallI
be oldenough to leave off sayingmy prayers1

'
The mother stared

in amazement. 'Why, never, of course, Johnnie.' 'Oh,' saidJohnnie, coolly,
'

when I'm grown up Idon't mean to say any
prayers! Father neverdoes I

'
God helpall such fathers! They

arelayingup for themselves unfailing storesof future bitterness.
Atbest, the Catholic child whoattends agodless school is sadly

handicapped in thematter of attaining a genuinely useful educa-
tion;andhis parents, not lees but even more than his pastor,are
obliged to supply the lamentabledeficiency of hisschoolroom train-
ing. They ur questionably owe to the youthful soul whose charge
Gad his confided to their cir*. not only tho example of an upright
and devout Catholic life, but the Christian instruction withoutwhich his eternal salvation will surely be compromised.

The Premier,wholeaves forEngland in a few days, will travel
viaSouthAfrica. He has been invited to b s the guest of the citi-
Kensof Capetownduring his stay there.

Itis reported that the Government is likely to purchase theMoutoa estate,nearFoxton, forclose settlement. The Marlborough
Times states th?t thenegotiations betweentheGovernmentand the
owners of theFJaxbourne estate have come toa conclusion, and a
settlement hasbeen arrivedat which willmeantheearly acquisition
of the propertyby theState for a similar purpose.
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The Primary Duty of Parents.
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The churches on Easter Sunday were tax*ed to their utmost
capacity. AtSt.Patrick's in themorningthe Bishoppreachedon the
feastof the day. The Rev.Father Patterson wascelebrant of High
Mass, Father Purton being deacon and Fatbpr Buckley sub-doac^ n.
Meroadante's Mass in B flit was sung in ?.n efficient mannerby the
choir,under the conductorship of MrP. F.Hiscock^. In the even-
ing there werePontifical Vespers and a sermon on the Resurrection
by the Eev.Father Benedict,OP. Rev.Dr. Kgan celibivted Maps
at the Sacred Heart Church, and the chuir sar/g naydn's 'Second
Mass

'
ina finished manner.
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