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Current Topics Home Rule movement. Mr. Rhodes, who was at that time
getting £40,000 a year out of the South African diamond-fields, sent Mr.Parnell a cheque for £5000, and promised to
send him another cheque of the same amount, on the under-
standing that Irishmen were not to be excludedfrom the Im-
perialParliament in the next HomeRule Bill to be proposed.
Various theories have been put forward as to Mr. Rhodes's
motive in making this remarkablegift. According to Mr.Stead,it was given'by way of rewarding the Irish chieftain for
his refusal to accept Home Rule on the Colonial,as opposedto
Home Rule on the Americanbasis.' Another writerdeclares
that 'whatundoubtedlyprompted him in this transaction was
the expectation that the IrishNationalist membersinParlia-
ment wouldconsider themselves as underan obligationto him*the repayment of which hemight demand whenever heneeded
political support.'

The simple truth on the matter was clearly stated in Mr.Rhodes's letter to Mr. Parnell, in whichhe intimated that he
made the contribution on the ground that he thought Home
Rule in Ireland, on the lineshe suggested, wouldopen the way
to the execution of his great scheme for the Federation of theColonies. In this view Mr Parnell concurred. "It does not
come so much within my province,' said the Irish leader
writing to Mr. Rhodes, 'to expressa full opinionon the largerquestion of ImperialFederation;butIagree with you thatthe
continued Irish representationat Westminster will immensely
facilitatesuch a step, while the contrary provisionin the Billof1886 would have been a bar.' The idea in the minds of these
two tar-seeingmen was probably something like this. Theyanticipatedthat the concession of Home Rule to Ireland would
be followed by Home Rule to Scotland and Wales, and thatthat again would be followed by the grant of Home Rule to
England. Then the Colonieswould put in a claim, and even-tually the House of Lords would be replaced by a sort of
FederalParliament, in which all the greater Colonies, as wellas England,Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, would be repre-
sented. That was certainly Mr. Parnell's idea,and there can
be littledoubt that wheneverHome Rule is granted somesuchform of Federalism as that just described will sooner or laterfollow.

The Late Cecil Rhodes.
The death of the Right Hon. CecilRhodes, recorded in

recent cables, hasremoveda well-knownfigure and one which,
for goodor ill,has bulked verylargely in the history of British
South Africa. The main facts in his career are sufficiently
wellknown and need only be verybriefly referred to here. Mr.
Rhodes, who was the son of anEnglish clergyman,originally
went to South Africa for the benefit of his health, and his
business capacity, perseverance, and audacity soon brought
him to the front. His first great success was the amalgama-
tion of all the Kimberley diamond interests into the now
famous De Beers Consolidated Mines, and the system he
adopted for the distribution of his Company's treasures

—
a

system of colossalbargains
—

made him completemaster of the
market and enabled him to amass a huge fortune. Having
decided to enter politics he easily secured a seat in the Cape
Parliament, and on the fafl of the Sprigg Ministry in 1890, he
becamePrime Minister of^ape Colony. During his regime
he succeeded, partly bybripery,partly byconquest, and partly
byunscrupulous diplomacy, in securing for Britain the control
andpossession of Bechuanaland,Matabeleland,and Mashona-
land, and thus realisedhis great dream of pushing the domin-
ions of Great Britain to the banks of the Zambesi. He also
projected a great and deservedly famous scheme for the con-
nection of Capetown and Cairo by a railwayand telegraph,
and there are indications that the day is not very distant when
this gigantic project willbe actuallycarriedout.

During the week the papers havebeen pouring out pane-
gyrics on Mr. Rhodes and those which have come under our
noticehave certainly been sufficiently fulsome. Their general
tenor is that agreat Empire-builder has gone, that he cannot
be replaced, that his death is, as Lord Milner put it, 'an
irreparable loss.' All of which goes to show how almost
impossibleit is, at a time so closely followingonhis death,and
at such a criticalstage in the history of South Afiica, to take
acalm and dispassionate view of his worth and work. Un-
doubtedly he was a man of large ideas and astrong willand
he was certainly anxious to secure a great future for theBritish
race in South Africa. It is equally certain that he was not
infallibleand that it was not from purely philanthropic motives
that he plannedhis great expansionschemes. His patriotism
always had a disagreeablycommercial smack about it. He
was aman of large ideas, large projects, and— largenotions of
dividends and profits. He was Premier of Cape Colony it is
true but he was also head of the CharteredCompany of South
Africa, and in all his great proposals there was always room
for doubt as to how far he was fightingfor England,and how
farhe was fighting forhis own hand. Altogether, althoughhe
may,as his admirers dccl ire, have done yeoman's service for
England,he was, as the London Spectatorsanely remarks, a
Chve who needed a great deal of watching.

Rhodesand Parnell.
Rhodes

A rather curious ard interesting episode in Mr. Rhodes S

careeroccurred in 1888, when the 'Diamond King' madea
handsome donation to the Irish party for the promotion of the

Rhodes and the Boers.
During- the earlier years of his career in South Africa

no public man was in greater favor with the Boers or more
deeply in their confidence than Mr. Rhodes. He thoroughly
understoodtheBoercharacterandneverhad theslightestdifficulty
in getting intosympathteictouch with it. In this respect he was
a complete contrast to Lord Milner, who has never taken the
troubleto comprehend the Boers, and whose wantof tact dur-
ing the conference with Kruger at Bloemfontein undoubtedly
helped to precipitate the war. 'How different,' remarked a
Cape Minister, 'would Rhodes have handled the business in
the days before the Raid had made him an impossiblenego-
tiator. Instead of bombarding the old man with adisplayofofficialism, and seeking to wrest fromhim admissionsby dint
of academicargument, Rhodes wouldhavesaid to his attache's," Now, all you fellows, clearout," and then he wouldhave sat
down by the fire, lightingcigarettes, while theoldmansmoked
his long pipe, and they would have talkedover things for a
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