
Manyof the morepretentious boroughs in New ZealandmustenvyGore, which has now an electric light system under municipal
control.

Rev. Father O'Sullivan, S.M. (writes our Wanganui cor-
respondent) returned from Australia on Good Friday, after a
holiday trip extending over six weeks. He appears to be much
benefited by the change.

Speaking st Wellington the other day the Premiersaid the
Government were taking steps to fortify the principal coal ports,
and were considering the question of establishing largecoal depots
in various parts of the Colony in case of war. The Govern-
ment would, he added, give early consideration to thesuggestion
that ocean mail contracts should only be let to British-owned
steamers.

A correspondent of the Wellington Evening Post, writing
from Taranaki,says itis anindisputed fact that hundredsof young
children whose parents areengaged in the dairying industry, areBimply white.slaves. He has inhiß possessiona letter from ayoung
man whocame out from England somesixmonths ago, inwhichhe
complains bitterly about the long hours at 'cow-spanking I—from1

—
from

4 am, to 10p.m.
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Presentation to the Premier.spikesticking out of each one like thehandle of a new tack-
And then, all around the walls you have the same old

tinplates with the same old stork on the sameold onelegin the
midstof the sameold bulrushes. AndIhave round out that it is
considered acapital offence against art to paint all thebulrushes
sticking upstraight. Youmust make two or three of them hang
over broken. Here and there you may find the pictureof a peony,
butit is as much like apeony as a peony is like a private income.
The artof the period is decadent. It is enough to make a man
blow out his brains with a loaded bayonet, and it 'ought to be
improved. Mr. Seddon must see to it.

Patriotism,
Itis wonderful to what lengths patriotism will drive people-

Artemus Ward said that he was willing to sacrifice all his wife's
relations in the war. His generosityhas been equalled,if not sur.
passed,by thatof a certain lady of whom Colonel Staokpoolspoke
ina recent interview inM.A.P. According to theColonel the said
lady wrote this letter tohim :—:

—

Iamsure the soldiers would prefer' the pebbles to thebeer.
The former wouldn'tleaveany brown taste in themouth.

'Dear Sir,
—
Ihear that the soldiers in South Africa suffer very

much from thirst. Anoldsoldier inour village, whois now a total
abstainer,told me that sucking a pebbleis a verygood thingunder
such circumstances. Ienclose two pebbles, and shall be very
pleased indeed to collect sacks full of them to send to themen in
South Africa if youcanmake arrangements for forwarding them.'

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

The Canterbury Hall, Christchurch, was packed to the doors onTuesday evening on the occasion of thepresentation to the Right
Hon.R. J. Seddon, ou behalf of the Colonyprior tohis departure
for the Coronation ceremony. The chair was occupied by theMayor(Mr.A. G. Rhodes), whocalled upon Sir John Halltomakethe presentation. As ex-Premier and an old public servant, saidthechairman, the committee thought no moresuitable person could
be found. As for the testimonial itself, over 20,000 signatureswerealready in,but variousdistricts hadstill to send insignatures,which would be bound and forwardedlater. These representedall
shades of politicalopinion.

Sir John Hall in the course of a patriotic speech eulogisedthe services rendered by the Premier to theEmpire daring thepasttwo years in sending the contingents to South Africa. Afterreading the address Sir John Hall begged the Premier toaccept itonbehalt of the colonists of New Zealand, without distinctionofclass or party. Heconfidently believed that it would be treasured
by Mr. Seddon and his descendants as a tribute of the eminentservice rendered by him to the Colony and the Empire. The factthat it was presented by one not able to see eye to eye politicallymight add to the value in his estimation. Sir John Hallconcludedby saying that the address would b9supplemented by a purse,
which was not yet ready, but which representeda'large amonntsubscribed in many tmall amounts.

Speecheswere also delivered byMessrs G. G.Stead and T. W.Stringer.
The Premier, in reply,reviewed the events of the past twoyearsand the parthe had taken in sending troops toSouth Africa.He said thatNewZealand'spromptaction hadcome from thepeople

of the Colony,snpported by almost the entire Press of the Colonyand by all parties in the Legislature. In respect to taking theinitiative, if any credit was due,it was simply because there weretimes in thegovernment of a country as ina family, when it wasnecessary to act promptly,quickly, and decisively. Hesitanoywasthe cause of much of the world's trouble. Better for a mansome-times to act quickly and wrongly than to vacillate or never act atall. People would forgive a man who made mistakes, but
not one who never acted. The moral effect of New Zea-
land's action had been a splendid testimony for the Colony. Inconclusion, he said that the addresses delivered that night and thetestimonial signed by 20,000 colonists would be treasured by him
as long as life wasin his body. Ithad been mentioned that some-thing tangible was to follow. That never troubled him. There
hadbeen a gooddealof pin-pricking, and much had been eaid and
written which would have been better left unsaid andunwritten.They knewhim too well to attribute his action to selfish motives.He left New Zealand not simply as Premier of New Zealand,not as
the representative of a party, but as the representative of the
Colony toconvey their loyalty and devotionto the throne andcon-stitution,and the detraction of their representative was a detrac-
tion of them. But they needhaveno fear for their kindred. The
Mother Country knew that the Colony had been whollyunselfish in
its services. He left the Colonystrengthened by theirkindness,andhoped onhis return tostill say hehad donebis duty.

It was one of the most enthusiastic meetings ever heldinChristchurcb, and the Premier's speech raised the enthusiasm of
the audience to thehighest pitch.

NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL.

A week's mission was commenced on Sunday in the Catholic
Church. PortChalmers, by the VeryRev.Father Boyle,CM. There
werelarge congregationsboth morning and evening.

The Rev. Father McCarthy, C.M., opened a week'smission in
theSacred Heart Church, North East Valley, onSunday morning.
Large congregations were present at the services on Sunday, and
also during the week.

His Lordship theRight Rev. Dr. Verdon will hold a visitation
at Invercargill on Sunday, when the Sacrament of Confirmation
will be administered. During the following weekhisLordshipwill
administer Confirmationin the out lying districts.

On Sunday there wasExposition of the Blessed Sacrament in
St. Joseph'sCathedral from the 11 o'clock Mass until Vespers. In
the procession which was held in the evening the children of the
parish schools and the Confraternity of the Sacred Heart, to the
number of nearly 150, took pare.

During the Expositionof the Blessed Sacrament at St. Joseph's
Cathedral on Sunday the membersof the Confraternity ofPerpetual
Adoration werepresent in large numbers, as many as one hundred
at a time. Many members alpo pay visits to theCathedral during
the week. The Confraternity bids fair to become one of the most
successful societies inconnection with the Cathedral parish.

PALMERSTON NORTH.

CFrom an occasional correspondent.)
April6.

pks The Rev.Father JamesTymons, of St. Patrick'sCollege, wasthe
guest of his brother, Rev. Father P.VV. Tymons, during Holy
Week. He preached at High Mass and Vesperjon Eister Sunday
to crowded congregations. At High Mass at 11 o'clock Farmer's
Mass was sung by the choir, the solos being- taken by Miss Rose
Rush (soprano), Misßes M. Scanlon and R. Oakley (contraltos), and
Messrs. T. Rodgers (tenor)and J. Hanley (bass). The altars and
sanctuary were tastefully decorated with ferns, evergreens, and
potplants, reflectinggreat credit on Mrs.J.J. Redwood and Misses
N, Oakley andM. Scanlon.

A most successful concert was held in the Town Hall, Aeh-
hurst, on Eaater Monday night in aid of the funds of the new
Church of St. Columba. The hall was crowded, and judging by
theliberal applauseaccorded to the performersthe audience highly
appreciated the various items. The talent was entirely supplud
fromPalmerston, most of whom were members of St. Patrick's
choir. The following was the programme, which was arrangedby
Mr. V.Dallow, to whom, withRev. Father Tymonp, the success of
the concert was due: Piano solo, Mr. P. Tombs ; soDg,
T. Rogers ;song, Miss Rush; song,V. Dallow (with violinobligato
by Mr T. Kitchen); song, J.Hanley ;song. Miss Scanlon;violin
splo, T.Kitchen;song, Mr T). Scanlon;duet, Miss Hickey andMr
V. Dallow;soDg, Mr Hitchings ;piano solo, Mr P. Tombs; song" .and chorus, Mr Dallow andthe company ;song, Miss Hickey ;song,ffi-f Hitchings ; song, Miss R. Oakley;violin solo,Mr T. Kitchen;
song,MrHanley. After the concert thehall wascleared for danci g.
Mr J. J. Lynch made anefficient M.C., and excellentmusic waß sup-
pliedby Messrs Cronin and Careen, refreshments being supplied by
the ladies of theparish.

Itis stated thatInspectorPender is to take uphis residence ia
Christchurch.

The Triad for the current month contains a very fine selection
of articles onmany subjects, in addition to which it is excellently
illustrated.

TheNorth Islandbattalionof the Tenth Contingent leaves by
the Drayton Grange for South Africa on Saturday. Theport of
departurewillbe Wellington.

Itis expected that Parliament will meet in the first week in
July,and that the Premier will return to the Colony in time to
deliver theFinancial Statement,about the third weekof August.

Itis reportedthat a considerable portionof thepotato crops in
the Oamaru district has beenruined by the excessivewet, especially
crops in low-lying1 or flat land.
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