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1Theee'snothing like a little judicious levity.'

The Premier.
The time is drawingnear when thePremier is to sail away forthe
'
BigSmoke.' Like thepowder-monkey:'Soon he'll be in London town,

And see theKing with fche goldencrown.'
He is leaving with part of the Tenth Contingent. On the day ofhiedeparture, then,if you should perceive a trembleanda heave,
and ace thepavement coming up to meet yourhead, you will knowthecause. Richard will have stepped off theColony. At present
he is busy packing. He is takinghis tooth-brush, his secretary,and
his celluloid cuffs. And report has it that he wasseen the other
day in thebackyard of a boiler-maker'sshop gettingmeasured for
half a dozen handkerchiefs anda nevr umbrella. Idon'tbelieve it,
however. It is more likely that he will surprise the natives by
appearingas a count or an earl, or anoble of some sort. The wholeoutfit, including ermine and a coronet warranted to stand the rain,can be bought for one hundred guineas. A hundred guineas isnothing toa man whohas been allowed £1500 forexpenses and full
salary besides. As lamanxiousthatNew Zealandshouldbe properlyrepresented,Iwißh togiveiahintto Mr.Seddon regardinghis deport-
ment. Masters of etiquette prescribe the rules necessary to be
observed when in thepresence of royalty or other exalted persons
Itis most earnestly to be hoped that Mr.Seddon will buy a handJbook on the subject and Btudy it in his spare time on the DraytonGrange. Idon't want a Government billet for mentioning thisMayIbe considered a bob-tailed army mule if Ihaven't morepatriotism than that. I'll not take a billet from theGovernmentuntil they adopt Marconi's system of wireless telegraphy; Thenthey canappoint mealineman.

Art.
I,sincerely trust King Edward will be considerateenough toallowthe Premier an hour or two to himself sometimes. Aftersaying
'
kia-ora

'
to the Princeof Wales, themost importantpieceof

business Mr. Seddon has to do is to takearunround to theSouthKensingtonMuseum, or Guy'sHospital,or whereverit ia that they
regulate the art classes, and offer the man in charge an expertpoultry plucker'ssalary tocome out here and improve colonialart.To all appearances the Colony contains only four or fivesubjects'
for painting. Yousee the whole fiveof them in every house youenter. If the space over the mantelpiece isn't spoilt by a framedconglomerate of small velvetbags, supposed torepresent fox-glove,itis occupied by a mirror with thateverlastingswan painted on it.Ihaven'tany down on swans, though swans have downonthem^flpelves,butIfeelinclinedto wring the longneck of that fellow oilthemirrorevery timeIsee him. Iaother parts of the roomyouseepanels of poppies and tiger-lilies and arum lilies with a big

area and population thanany other part of the Empire,but as the
only Premier that evinced hia personal interest in thomen to the
extentof sharing their voyageand their vicissitudes, and as far as
possible visiting them in the field. Itmaybe remarked that the
Premier'svisit to Africa lends somecolor to the statement so per-
sistently made some little time ago to the effect thathe would be
ennobled and offered the Governorship of one of tho African
Colonies—probably Orange Free State. It seems natural that if
Buoh a step is contemplated,Mr. Seddon would like to see what the
country ia like before committing himself.*

Without a doubt Mr. Seddon will be thegreatest oolonial figure
at thecoming Coronation. Others may be entitled to nominal pre-
cedence by virtue of their placein the chronological order of the
foundation of the States which they represent, but Mr. Seddon
will most efficiently represent the truecolonial spirit. For he has
chargedhimself witha large message. There ifl to be a Conference
of Premiers,and Mr. Seddon will introduce and advocatea system
of commercial reciprocity in British countries. This is a much
larger undertaking than the tariff offered by Canada to all who
wouldreciprocate, for it involves a survey of all the resourcesof the
differentparts of theEmpire, and the adjustment of an arrange-
ment to suit. Itwill be, in short, a family council, at which it is
natural to expect that more business would be done than by a
tediousand perhapsfruitlesa correspondence. Mr. Seddon also goes
homefortifiedby the fulland unanimousapprobationof the Colony.
Evenhis bitterestpolitical opponents concede that the representa-
tionof New Zealand could not be inany other hands. If it had
happened that by one of those chances so frequent inpolitics he
hadbeen ejected from power within the last year,he would still
have been theman to represent the Colony on this occasion. This
is for the reasonthatit washe whobecame identifiedwith the wave
of feeling that spreadover the Colony. On one or two occasions it
Beemed as if his usual tact was in fault, and thathe was on the
vergt of making a serious mistake, but after events showed that he
hadaccurately gaugedpublic feeling,andhe scored again. He has
done thisso frequently,and ao completely has he been accepted as
theexponentof Australasian colonial aspirations that jealousy has
already been expressedinAustralia, where leadingnewspapers have
complainedthat the Commonwealthis being dragged at his chariot
wheels.

Diseases.
It is at this season of the year that the sins of omission and

commissionwithrespect to sanitary affair3bear fruit, and inseveral
of thelarger centresof the Colony,as well as in someof the smaller
ones, the presence of. such diseases as diphtheriaand suarlet fever
warn the community that the sparsenees of the populationaffords
no justification for neglect or defiance of the laws of health. When
a case of diphtheria or scarlet fever breaks out, the medical men
immediately set about a search for the cause, and in every case
cause and effect can be clearly associated. In a certain rural
district in Southland some years ago, an epidemic of diphtheria
blighted many families. All the surroundings were apparently
conducive to health,and for some time the cause of the outbreak
baffled experts. But at lengthit was remembered that a certain
paddock of remarkably luxuriant and apparently inexhaustible
grass had been very heavily manured with refuse from a boiling
down establishment. This paddock was situated by the road that
led to the Bchool, and here the cause of the disease was found,
Typhoid fever has broken out on a farm where the sanitary con-
ditionsBeemed ideal, and the cause has been found in an unsus-
pecteddrain. Itcannot be toostrongly or too frequently impressed
upon the publicmind that all such diseases arise fromdirt. They
arecommon to all lands,and may arise in all climates. The frigid
cold of the poles or the torrid heat of tropical regions may alike
engender them. InNew Zealand weare exceptionally fortunatein
having nomalarialdiseases. Nor are there climatic conditionsthat
engender disease. If, therefore, disease comes it is purely from
insanitation,andneglect of sanitary laws ought to be punishablein
the commoninterest. Nodoubt there does still exist considerable
ignorance of those laws, yet the elements of them are simple
enough,and may be summedup in the one word,cleanliness.

Cheap Railway Travelling.
The Minister of Railways, Sir Joseph G. Ward, has intimated

that he willmakestill further reductions in railway rates and
fares. The Colonial Treasurer has already said that the Govern-
ment willbe satisfied with a returnof 3 per cent, on the principal
outlay, and that all above that will be returned inthe shape of
concessions. Cheap communication is as beneficial to the com-
munityas cheap ipostal facilities are, and any outlay on such is a
wise investment. And inthis connection wehave a suggestion to
offer to the Government. The recent concessions in fares were
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partly delusive,for the priceof a return ticket remains at aboutdouble thepriceof a single one. This is in conflict with common *
commercial usage, ;which makes a concession insuch cases. But'^lwe would gostill further, and urge that a concession shouldbe
given to those who travel greater distances. Tor example,if thefare for onemile be twopence, the fare for one hundredmiles is a
hundred times twopence,or 16s Bd,and for 300 miles 255. Itwouldseem to us to be in accord with common commercial usage if a
sliding scale were adopted. [Furthermore, passenger rates are
altogether out of proportionto goods rates. Eailway engineers
compute the cost of haulage by the number of units of steamnecessary to haul a ton a mile. It costs nomore to haul a ton ofhuman flesh and blood a mile than a tonof granite. There are ofcourse some extra equipments required by way of carriages, etc.,
but against this itmust ba urged that thehuman freight loads and
unloads itself. And we are also aware that some attempt ismade
toadjust freights with some relation to the value of the goods
carried. For example, coal is carried more cheaply than drapery,
androughstonemore cheaply still. The bane of precedentis too
apparent inmany official matters. There is too great a tendency
to followmethods inuse elsewhereandadapt them to local circum-
stances instead of striking out on original lines. Railway travel-ling should not be a luxnry set apart for the comparatively
well todo.
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