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A Story of Parnell.
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Mg HENNIEER HEATOR, in ‘The Leisure Hour,” tells the following
charaoteristic stery of Parnell, showing the lakter’s power of
detachment : He came into the House one afternoon, when the
fiercest ezcltement prevailed regarding the publication by *The
Times’ of the forped letters. He, in 2 short speech, denied the
anthorship of the letters, and then walked into the lobby and
engaged me in earnest gonversation, Everybody thought he was
telling me of the awfal political event then stirring men’s minds,
This 18 what he said to me: ‘I have just resd in the afternoon
paper that a mountain of gold has been discavered in Westorn Ang-
tralia, and thai some tons of the apscimena have been sent home to
youw' I replied that it was true, and that I had in my locker in the
House some of the crushed Apecimens, We proceeded to get them,
and I gave him about a wineglassful of the ‘crushing.’ He took it
away with him, and, to the bewilderment of hia party, no one saw
him for a week, and very few indeed knew his address. ‘QOn that
day week, Mr Heaton praceeds, ‘almost at the same hour, he again
appeared in the lobby. Walking np to me he said, smilingly, “ I have
analysed the specimens, and they go 320z of gold to the ton,” I
said he was wrong. He then took from his pocket a serap of paper
and read : “ 270z of gold and 5oz of silver.” I replied that this was
indeed remarkable, for it exactly coiacided with the analysis of
Messrs Johnston, Matthey and Co,, the famous metallurgists, Par_
nell then showed me the small pin's point of gold he had obtained,
I expressed surprise at his work, He said : “ The fact i, I take an
fnterest in the matter. I have a amall workshop to test the minerals
in the mountains of Wicklow, some portion of which I own,” The
astonishing thing is that while his hundreds of thousands of adher-
ents were fulminating agzinst ‘ The Times, he was quietly working
awsy testing minerals in his Iaboratory.’

A Tasmanian in Spain.
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MR, JosEPH McoManox, Longford, Tasmania, who spent a
considerable time in Europe last year, writes as follows to the
Monitor regarding his experience during a two months’ visit to
Bpain :—I had the pleasure of gpending two months in Spain iast
year—April nnd May ; and during that time I travelled from north
to south and from east to west, but saw only one person drunk, and
that case had a rather amusing side to it, which, to my mind, goes
far to prove the rarity of such an cscnrrence., We took a tram ride
at Valladolid, and at the terminus a well-dressed young man got
in, Wkile waiting for the tram to start he pulled out the inevitable
cigarette, and not being able to find a match, applied first to me,
and then to the conducior. After drawing a few whiffs, he grew
drowsy, sud then T noticed that he was showing signs of having
imbibed too freely ; so we left him and took cur geats in the next
compartment. On our way through the eity I drew ihe conductor's
attention to him, and after logking at him intently, he turned to
me and faid, ‘Mala., T shook my head apd said, * Vive,” but the
conductor thought not. Seeing a policeman he stopped the tram.
and brought him in fo ses the sick mau. The policeman shook
him ; shouted at him, and at length made him open his eyes He
then shaok hands vigorously with him and proncunced him * Mala,'
Then be and the conductor lifted him out, and kindly held Lis head
for him ; then they laid him by the fountain and the policeman
said he needed a * medico,’ 5o much for drunkenness, I saw more
of it in one afternoon in Wellington, Shropshire, a small town of
7000 inkabitants (with its 56 pablic honses and beer shops), than I
saw in Ttaly, France, and Spain, in eight ronths,

Then as to the ‘parental bond.” Nowhere have I scen such
affectionate parenta—fathers and mothera—nor sueh cleanly, com-
fortably, and warmly-dressed children as I saw in Spain, I speak
of the poorer classes, Their ‘hospitality * T always liken to that
whieh I expected to find in old 1reland ; had I only had the good
fortune to visit it, Travellers by rail are as conrteous to you ag if
You were their dearest friends, and always offer to share with you
their wine and luncheon, Altogether they are a charming people
and unspoiled by tourists, A gentleman 1 travelled with from
Englend to Aunstralis had a large experience with them as railway
navvies between X¢res and Seville ; and he told me they were
honorable and trustworthy : so different from other working men
kpown to him, .

The First Map of China.
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THERE has been tecently published in Germany a new mep of
Ohina, This newest map of the Chinese Empire still rests, says the
New York Sun, ‘ upon the basis established by French missionaries
in the early part of the eighteenth coutnry, These learned Josuit
Fatbers were commissioned by the intelligent Emperor Kanghi,
contemporary of Peter the Great, to make a large map of China
The Chinese had paid much attention to geographic studies, but all
their maps utterly lacked the sense of proportion. They traced a
brook, river or lake with equally bold touches of the pencil ; their
messurements of distances had merely & general value ; their maps
were, therefore, vague and misleading, PBut 4 great change was
made in the mapping of China when the Jesuit missionaries became
the official astronomers of the empire. They had convineced the
Emperor that they could make reliable maps of his country,

‘To collect information for their map they travelled through
all the provinces and astronomically fixed the position of 600 places,
Much of their information with regard {o the water courses and

" BEATH AND CO.,

other data was derived from the officials in each district, Thair
monnmental work was completed in 1718, and the first stlas of the
wholte Chinege Empire was then published by the Chinese Govern-
ment,

‘It was thie atlas that the great cartographer, d’Anville,
published in & French edition in 1737, under the title “ New Atlas
of Chins, Chinese Tartary, ete,” Thia map has been the basia of all
Europea_a maps ¢f the Middle Kingdom, Reichardt used it ag the
foundation of his map of China in the third edition of Stieler’s
Hand Atlas (1826) ; but though he elnsely conformed to the Jesuit
map, becanse no obher material was at his command, he thought it
neceggary to explain that ¥ these missionaries prepared their map of
this immense region with its rivers, mountaine, waste places and
towns, latgely from hearemy reports, modified by their own dedne.
tions, which were not withoat valag as to the troth,”

‘This comment on the great work of the Jesuits did not do

them justice, Their map lives still as the moest important basis of
all maps of China,’

Cuttlefish Ink.
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THE cuttlefish are caught in grest numbers off the Cornwall const:
and are used ag a batt for the conger eel, for which this part of the
world is celebrated. The enttlefish poseesses no real mouth (says a
writer in an exchange), but has a long, cylindrical sucker, with
which it adherss firmly to the bait. The method of capturing the
fish is as follows: A long line from which sre sugpended from 200
to 300 hooks hnited with partions of pilcharda (almost the only bait
the cuttlefish will take)is let down into the sea and allowed to stop
there for about half an hour, It isthen drawn up and the outtlefish
are found hanging by means of their suckers to the bait, The mo-
ment that they leave the waters they eject with considerabls foroe
8 grest quantity of deep black, viscous aubstzncs which is about,
the consistency of treacle, and the stain made by it upon theclothes
of the fisherman is permanent it it happens to fall upon them. I
had a conversation with one man who has several timems received a
full charge in his face, and he assured me that beyond the smell,
which is most naussous, he felt no inconvenience at all, no smart-
ing or pain in his eyes, and had no bad after cfects, If any of the
lignid get# upon the nets it rots them beyond repair uunlem it is
washed off immediately, Another ocurious fact iz that this finid
will not injure cloth in the slightest depree beyond making a per-
manent stain, One man told me that he had ased & jersey for
several years which had been aquirted over at different times by
these cephalopods, bat that excepsifor the cloth being stained it was
a8 good as ever. When this ink is ejected under water, it hangs in
8 sort of cloud and does nat spread,

HIBERNIAN~AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC
BENEFIT SOCIETY,
NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT, No. 3.

The Catholic Community is earnestly requested to support this
excellent Organisation, for it inculeates s love of Holy ¥aith and
Patriotiam in addition to the unsurpassed benefits and privileges of
Membership,

The Entrance Feos are from 5s to £4, according to age at time
of Admission,

Bick Benefits 20s per week for 26 weeks, 158 per week for the
hext 13 weeks, and 10s & week for the following 13-weeks, In case
of o further continnance of his illness n member of Seven Years’
Standing previons to the commencement of such illness will be
allowed 58 per week as superannuation during ineapacity,

Funeral Allowanee, £20 at the death of » Member, and £10 at
the death of a Member's Wife,

In addition to the foregoing provision is made for the admis.
sion of Hoenerary Members, Reduced Benefit Members, and the
establishment of Sisters’ Branches and Juvenile Contingents, Fall
information may he obtained from Local Branck Officers or direct
from the Distriot Secretary.

The District Officers are anxiovs to open New Branches, and
will give all possible amsistance and information to applicants
Branches being established in the various centres throughout the
Colonies an invalunbly measure of reciprocity obtains,

W, EANE,
Distriot Seoretary,
Auckland

DRAPERS, CHRISTCHURCH,

63 Are worthy of our Support,



