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MrHbnnikeeHeatoN,in 'The LeisureHour,' tells the following
characteristic story of Parnell, showing the latter's power ofdetachment: He came into the House one afternoon, when thefiercest excitement prevailed regarding the publication by 'TheTimes of the forged letters. He, in a short speech, denied theauthorship of the letters, and then walked into the lobby andengaged me inearnest conversation. Everybody thought he wastelling me of the awful political event then stirringmen's mindsThis is what he said to me: 'Ihave just read in the afternoonpaper that a mountain of goldhas beendiscovered inWestern Aus-tralia, and that some tons of the specimens havebeen sent home toyou. Irepliedthat it was true,and thatIhadin mylocker in theHouse some of the crushed specimens. We proceeded toget themandIgavehim about a wineglassfulof the <crushing.' He took itaway withhim, and, to the bewildermentof his party,no one sawhim for a week,and very few indeed knew his address. 'On thatday week,MrHeatonproceeds,'almostat the same hour,he againappearedm the lobby. Walking up to mehe said,smilingly, « lhaveanalysed the specimens,and they go 320z of gold to the ton." Isaid he was wrong. He then took from his pocket ascrap of paperandread:« 270z of gold and soz of silver." Irepliedthat this wasindeed remarkable, for it exactly coincided with the analysis ofMessrs Johnston,Mattheyand Co., the famous metallurgists Parnell thenshowedme the small pin's point of goldhe hadobtained

"
Iexpressedsurpriseathis work. He said:

"
The fact is,Itake aninterest in the matter.Ihavea small workshop to test themineralsin themountains of Wicklow, some portionof whichIown" Theastonishing thing is that whilehis hundreds of thousandsof adher-ents werefulminatingagainst 'The Times,' he wasquietly workingaway testing minerals in hialaboratory.'

A Tasmanian in Spain.

The cuttlefish are caught in great numbers off the Cornwallcoast
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Zrert^t^nP^^l* ey eject with considerable*^a great quantity of deep black, viscous substance which is aboutthe consistency of treacle, andthestainmade by itupon thecloSaof the fishermanis permanent if it happens to fell ipon them. I
fullchTr^Th-0^Wlth?rwho haß several tim*' received afull charge mhis face, and he asiured me that beyond the smellwhich ismost nauseous,he felt no inconvenience at aU,no■mart-ing or painmhis eyes, and hadno bad after effects If'any of theliquid gets upon theneta itrots them beyond repair unlew it iswashedoff immediately. Another curious fact is that thh fluidwill not injure clothin the slightest degree beyond maKnia per-manent stain. One man told me that he hid uwdTSrsey forseveral years which had been squirted over at dSnVSsbythese cephalopods,but that except|for thecloth being stainedit wm

Mb. Joseph McMahon, Longford, Tasmania, who spent aconsiderable time m Europe last year, writes as follows to theMonitor regarding his experience during a two months' visit tobpain:— Ihad the pleasure of spending two months inSpain lastyear— Apriland May;and during that timeItravelled from northtosouth and from east to west,but saw only oneperson drunk,andthat case hada rather amusing side to it, which, to mymind, goes
f^F^}he rarity of such an occurrence. We took a tram ride" «;?.," '.aQd at the terminus a well-dressed youngman eotin. While waiting for the tramtostarthepulled out the inevitablecigarette, and not being able to find a match,appliedfirst to me,and then to the conductor. After drawing a few whiffs, he grewdrowsy, and then Inoticed that he was showing signs of havingimbibed too freely ; so we left him and took our seats in the nextcompartment. On our way through the cityIdrew theconductor'sattention to him, and after looking at him intently, he turned tome and said 'Mala. Ishook my head andsaid, " Vive,' but theconductor thought not. Seeing a policeman he stopped the tram,and brought him in to sea the sick man. The policeman shookhim ;shouted at him, and at length made him open hia eyes Hethen shook hands vigorously with him and pronounced him 'Mala.1Inenbe and the conductorliftedhim out, andkindly heldhis headfor him ;then they laid him by the fountain and thepolicemansaid heneeded a

'
medico.' Somuch for drunkenness. Isaw moreSLX "i?nu-fffcern?°? ln Wellington, Shropshire, a small town of7000 inhabitants (withits 56 public houses andbeer shops), thau Isawm Italy,France, andSpain, in eightmonthsThen as to the 'parental bond.' Nowhere have Iseen suchaffectionate parents-fathers and mothera-norsuch cleanly, com-fortably, and warmly-dressedchildren asIsaw in Spain. Ispeakof the poorer classes. Their 'hospitality'Ialwaya liken to thatwhichIexpected to find in old Ireland;hadIonly had the goodfortune to visit it. Travellersby rail are as courteous to you as ifyou were theirdearest friends, and always offer to share with youtheir wineand luncheon. Altogether they are a charming peopleand unspoiled by tourists. A gentleman Itravelled with fromEngland to Australiahad a large experiencewith them as railwaynavvies between Xeres and Seville ; and he told me they werehonorable and trustworthy:so different from other working menknown to him. b,

The First Map of China.

There has been recently published in Germany a new map ofUnina. This newestmapof theChineseEmpire still rests, says theNew York Shtn, 'uponthe basis establishedby French missionariesin the earlypart of the eighteenth century. These learned JesuitFathers were commissioned by the intelligent Emperor Kanghicontemporary of Peter the Great, to make a largemapof Chiname Chinese had paidmuch attention to geographic studies,but alltheir maps utterly lacked the senseof proportion. They traced abrook,river or lake withequally bold touches of thepencil:theirmeasurementsof distances had merely a general value ;their mapswere, therefore, vague and misleading. But a great change wasmade in the mapping of China when the Jesuit missionariesbecamethe official astronomers of the empire. They had convinced theEmperor that they couldmake reliablemapsofhis country'To collect information lor their map they travelled throughall the provincesand astronomically fixed the positionof 600placesMuchof their information with regard to the water courses and
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Are worthy of our Support.

fJIBERNIAN-AUSTKALASIAN CATHOLIC
BENEFIT SOCIETY,

NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT,No. 3.
The CatholicCommunity is earnestly requested tosupport thisexcellent Organisation, for it inculcatesa love of HolyFaithaDdPatriotism inadditionto the unsurpassed benefits andprivileges ofMembership. 6

TheEntrance Fees are from 5s to £4, according to age at timeof Admission. 6

Sick Benefits 20a per week for 26 weeks, 15s per weekfor thenext 13 weeks,and 10s a week for the following 13-weeks Incaseofa further continuance of his illness a member of Seven Years'{standing previous to the commencement of such illness will beallowed 5s per week as superannuation during incapacity.
Funeral Allowance, £20 at the death of a Member,and £10 atthe death of a Member'sWife.. Inadd-onto the foregoingprovision is made for the admis-sion of Honorary Members, Reduced Benefit Members, and theestablishmentof Sisters' Branchesand Juvenile Contingents Fullintormation may be obtained fromLocal Branch Officers ordirectfrom theDistrictSecretary.
TheDistrict Officers are anxious to open New Branches,andwill give all possible assistance and information to applicantsBranches being established in the various centres throughout thebolonies aninvaluablemeasureof reciprocity obtains.

W, KANE,
District Secretary,

Auckland


