
It is well known that certain
plants, of -which the Sundew and the
\ onus's F].\-trap are examples, cap-
ture insects for food and digest them
T>otam.sts h.i-\e discovered that the
leaf which captures the prey throws
out a digi'sti\e (hud upon the insect,
and that this fluid exhibits a compo-
sition analogous to that found in
the gastric juice of our own sto-
mach Certain other plants capture
insects by means of their pitcher-like
lilacs, the best-known species of
these latter plants belonging to the
group known under the name of Ne-
penthes In Uie pitcher-like leaves
the insects are drowned, and their
bodies undergo a decomposition.
Professor S. H. Vine, m a recent
communication to the Laimsden So-
ciety, points out that in the Nepen-
thes' the digestive ferment is not so
much like that of the animal
stomach as like that found in the
pancreas or sweetbread. This latter
organ furnishes a fluid which can di-
gest all kinds of food, and one sub-
stance in its fluid, trypsin, to wit,
acts specially on nitrogenous matter.
It is this tryptic principle which is
represented in the pitcher plants,
and Professor Vine inclines to think
that it is- also represented in other
insect-eating plants. If this be the
case we shall have to regard the
.Sundews as also leaning rather to

Although it is not at all unusual
to hear people speak slightingly of'patent ' medicines, the enormous
demand for them throughout the
■whole of the civilised world is in it-
self proof that they are regarded
generally as one of the necessities of
life The majority of housewives)

would consider themselves as want-
ing in their duty if they did nothave
at hand the remedies which exper-
ience has taught them to use in

cases of emergency, and nobody will
venture to question the wisdom of. this Among the remedies which no
household should l>o without is

EVANS'S WITCH'S OIL, an invalu-
able cure for rheumatic complaints
of every description, which has
'proved itselt to be unequalled both
as an embrocation and an internal
medicine.— ***
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Bees, Wasps and Hornets.
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the side of the sweetbread than to
that of the stomach. Another like-
ness to the higher animal world
might perhaps be found in the differ-
ences between the mode of feeding
seen in the Sundews and in the pit-
cher plants The former take their
food in a fresh state ; the latter, it
"is commonly belio\ed, like their food
rather 'hieh

'

German Catholic Press.
A correspondent writing to the'Catholic Sentinel

'
of Portland,

Oregon, says that the success of the
Catholic Congiess at Ijlm. where
25,000 subjects of the King ofWurtemberg met to make pubdie pro-
fession of faith and to takemeasuresto oppose the Los-Von-Uome pro-pnganrla, was a significant demon-
stration of the \italit> of the Cath-olic Church in that two-third Pro-
testant country.

The great hit of the solemn Ulm
assizes was made by Mr Groebcr, afearless defender of Catholic inter-ests in the Wurtemburg Centrum.IJis was the .closing speech of thecomention, its subiect being the
new 'KulturkamplV in which theMasonic fraternities of Austria, Ger-many, France, and Italy lately em-barked.

Let us not forget, he said, that inthis universal campaign of lies andcalumnies the gieat means of resis-
tance is the Catholic press— powerful
and vigilant. We need a press whichwill signal attack, will denounceplots, will enlighten men of good
laith and confound otheis To you
it belongs, dear friends, to make the
role of this press easier and moreefficacious. . . Let us thank God
for hiumg renewed Catholic enthu-
siasm in us during these contentiondays and for having gathered us,
2,1,000 strong, at Ulm And to
thank him in a smceie and practical
w.ia, that is wh.it Ipropose Back
m \our homes, take up a pen and
subscribe at once to a paper
t hoioughlv Ca tholic

l<j\ery > e.ir at the Genet al German
Catholic congress held in August,
one of the pi mcipal speeches is de-
\ote<l to the woik ot Catholic jour-nalism, and it is always one of the
most, populai orators who pleads its
cause

—
very often a Catholic priest

Indeed, the German clergy ha\e evei
been the first to discharge the three
fold duty which they seek to incul-
cate on the people 'with regard to
their pi ess— sulisci ibe, iidAeiti.se, cor-
respond On e\ei\ huge and smalldail\, on almost e\ery weekly, there
is a pi lest whom the hostile press
has nicknamed the

'
Press (Jurat.'

To-day Catholic Germany is proud
of us press. Four hundred and
se\ente<n new spapei s, with two mil-
lion subscribers, foim the \anguard
of the faithful Catholic body

'
that

lights for truth, justice, and liberty.

Digestion of Plants.

The common wasp as a rule keeps
its sting for self-defence (says an
English paper). It will bite a fly
in two with its jaws if it gets in its
way on a window-pane, but it does
not use its sting e\en when trying
to rob a bee-hive and

'
tackled

' by
1 lie bees. The latter will push a
wasp away live or six times, hust-
ling it off the footboard, without
provoking it to sting. But if a bee
endeavors to sting a wasp it then
grapples with it and stings back,
killing or benumbing the insect al-
most at once. British wasps are
fussy and excitable but not \icious,
like many of the Indian wild beos\
However crowded or uncomfortable
they may be, they a cry rarely quai-
rel with or sting each other, as, for
instance, when a number are on the
same window-pane, fretting and
anxious to get out Only when the
entrance to their nest is threatened
do they become actively agiessi\e,
and then as a rule the attack is not
begun till the person who excites
their feai interposes between them
and the entrance to Ihc nest A
setter dog was noticed to turn and
bite itself, whimpering with pain,
just as the party was sitting down
to a shooting luncheon by the side
of a wood in Yorkshire The dog
being tired, had lain down on the
hole of a wasps' nest, and Jim» or
six of the \ellow insects \\ eie sting-
ing it at once but they did not
touch the persons sitting close l>.\

Bees are far 11101 c free m the use
of their stilngs than wasps, and ofi en
go out on an i:\pedition of the nioM
criminal kind, as fully iniendmg to
use their deadly weapon as was the
late Mi. Chailes I'eace when he went
a-burt'ling with a re\ol\er 10\ei.v
now and\heu a swaiin makes up its
mind to burgle another hi\e and
steal the hone.\ Kobbei.v tind bee-
slaughter, if not minder in the lirst
degiee. aic their object They sting
the 1aided swaun, and the latter
sting the l.urleis, ,\m\ when this h.is
been going on e\oi\ bee ne.u the
place is kmilv to

'
shoot at sight..'

so to speak, and sling persons pas-
sing b\ Besides this, bees ha\ c lads
ami fancies about people whom the\
like and dislike The\ will sting the
latter (mi,te nn|iro\oked

Uoinets, whit h aic oul\ l.ii l'c
wasps, aie \ery difieienL I'ioiu the
latter in temperament, and tar less
actnc This is matter foi thankful-
ness, for the amount of poison emit-
ted by a hornet is enough to cause
most sei ions results The pain is
intense. The wi lter has seen a ho\
stung on the head taint at once from
the shock. The results to some con-
stitutions aie so serious that the
dread in winch hornets aie held is

by no means unwarranted But the\
aie among the most sluggish of
winged insects They will sit for
houis on a d\ ing elm tiee, appar-
ently almost torpid, drinking the
sweet sap, and if by chance one en-
teis a house it will lemain (|inetl.\
on the window-pane,without any ot
the bir/7ing and fuss made b> a bee
or a wasp.
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~T T AT TTPV SOLICITOR, corner Cashel and Manchester Streets, CHRISTCHURCH. has MONEY
jflL. «J " JuELXa.111IT4 X y TO LEND at current rates repayableon easy terms.

At first signs of the approach of
consumption, ward on all danger by
taking TIJSSICUIIA.***
If you are suffering from Bron-

chitis, send to your chemist for
TUSSICURA. You will receive in-
stant relief.***
Iheard a voice saying that Moun-

tain King Asthma Powder was a sure
specific for ASTHMA. Trice, 2s 6d.
Kempthorne, Prosser and Co.,
Agents.

— ***

p FITZOEJ4ALD,
painter and pictorial writer

house decorator,

main road, south dunedin.

Estimates given.

P.O.Box 9(f. Telephone 42
ALB10 X CLUB HOTEL

Gladstone Road,Gisborne.
(Adjaceutto Wharf, and oppositePost Office.)

T. STEELJ3 - - - Proprietor

First-class Accommodation'for Travellers
and Visitors.

BILLIARD SALOON
Containing TwoFirst-class Tables.

COMMODIOUS SAMPLEROOMS
arenow available'forCommercialTravellers

andevery care and attentionguaranteed.
Mealscommence:— Breakfast8a.m. Lunch
1p.m. Dinner 6p.m. Dinner 1p.m. on

Saturdays, as a convenience for
Country Visitors.

Speight's Beer alwaysonDraught.

T^ O R SALE.

Valuable Country Hotel,17 years' lease,
rent £10 yearly, takings said to be £60
weekly,price £3500, £1000 cash required;
Hotel, Wellington, doing £160 weekly,
moderate rental; Hotel, Marlborough, 14
years' Jpasp, price £1800 ;HoU, Auckland,
trade £300 weekly; Hotel, Napier, price
£1350, half cash required; Hotel, Wai-
ra>-apa,sound businet-s, 10 years' lease, price
£3700 ;Hotel, railway line, excellent lease
curtaining purchasing clause,freehold,price
£2GOO ;Hotel, Wellington, 12 years' lease
bigbusiness ;Hotel,country,paddocks,etc,
freehold, £2500; Hotel, Manawatu, pric,
£1000 ;Hotel, Marlborough, 7 years' leasee
Hot^l, Toanaki, 9 years' lease, £3 500.

DWAXBROS ,Willis street, Wellington.

HUGH GOUELEY
desires to inform the public he still

ontinues the Undertaking Business as for
merly at the Establishment, corner Clarke
and Maclagganstreets,Dunedin.

Funerals attended in Town or Country
with oromptncß* and economy

PYKE'S

TMTE RI A L HOTEL,
CUBA STREET,

WELLINGTON,


