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ences {0 signalling Mars, and by o somewhat eurious coincidence ik
now appears that Nikola Tesla is preparing a new surprise for the
scientifle world on the same lines, being aided by trusted work.
men sworn to secrecy, and is putting the finishing touches on an
untried instrnment for flaghing signals to Mars. An American
visitor reported that he found his way unannounced o the labara-
tory, and this is what be saw : ¢ From a stout beam in the centre of
the rough-hewn ceiling hung three damling, pulsating clots of
purple violet light. The room glowed with the wnrmth of color.
The hue was indeseribably brilliant. The tbree centres of light
sent ouf wave after wuve of a strange, unearthly, rich color—a hne
that is not listed in the spectrum, Above and below the bearus
twisted long glass spirale, closely coiled—snakes of beating, violet
flame. There was no snapping spark now and then to indicate the
wuch of electric current, The centres of light seemed more like
the illumination from a half-opague gas mantle, but beating like &
pulee. Those who know say this violet light is wizard Tesla's new
flash signal to the Martians, He will reveal it to the world soon.’

*

The quasi-seientific American vanriety of story is well known,
and semetimes the scientific illusion is well maintained. There is
that story of the eleotrified cat, for example, which is excruciatingly
funny. It will probably be found that Tesla is experimenting with
8 new illnminant from electricity, and that when his prying visitor
conoluded he was trying to commuricate with the Martians he was
simply experimenting with an improved Réntgen ray.

The Use of Firearms.

Easter fell anusually early this year, and probably because the
opening of the shooting season did not take place until Tuesday last a
good number were probahly debarred from taking part in the
slaughter which annually marks the day. Hence the number of
accidents from firearms which have been reported is mercifully
small, It would appear that familiarity with the handling of
firearms is as dangerous as complete ignorance of their peculiaritics
A young man named Raymond was killed iz Seuthland last week:
by an accident most unaccountable in one who from his pursuits
was probably acquainted with the use of firearms from his child-
hood, While getting through a wire fence he seems to have drawn
the loaded rifie after him, muzzle first. The trigger must have
caught on a loose pisce of wire, and the consequent explosion re-
sulted fatally. This method of handling guns is one that learners
are specially warned against, and it is very likely that the victim
himself must have been one of the loudest in condemnation of it,
Yet a momentary inadvertence of the kind caused his own death.
The perfection to which firearms are now brought greatly increases
the danger, The old and now almost obsolete muzzle-loader was
slow in its manipulation, but it was much safer, becausze greater
deliberation was necessary, The condition of the weapon was also
more easily discerned. There was the further consideration that
the price was higher,and consequently firearns usually fell into skilled
hands. Bot nowadays firarms are cheap, and consequently plentiful,
snd nearly all country youths, with many in the towns, own guns,
and sometimes revolvers, and use them with all the confidence be-
gotten of their inexperience.

»*

How far a person is justified in catryinz a weapon for tho
purpose of self-defence is an ethical as well as legal question that
is far from definitely settled. Some dozen years ago an emigrant
who had been laying in an outfit for use in foreign lands ineluded
a revolver among his purchases. Just prior to his departure from
London he was assailed by two footpads, both of whom he
promptly shot dead. For this, though eclearly acting in defence of
his property, he was sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment, which,
nowever, wag afterwards reduced to 18 months afier a storm of
public indignaticn and an appeal to the Home Secretary, In
Victoria, only a few weeks ago, & volunteer, returning frowm
shooting practice, encountered a burglar fiying from pursuit. Ie
raised his rifie and shot the fugitive dead. But it transpired that
he kad wo homicidal intention, and that he merely fired the rifle
from his hip in order to cause the runaway tostop. These are
instances of undesirable promptness, There are others in which
what might be considerel culpable neglect of defensive measures
has been shown, A certain class of robbery under arms has been
freguent in Australia of late. It is that of robbing managers who
are conveying from the bank large sums in wages, Notwithstand-
ing several recent cases, which must have boen fresh in public
memory, the manager of a mine near Bendige permitted himself
and a companion to be ‘hbailed ap’ and robbed ¢f a considerable
sum of money by two armed men. If he had gone armed and
allowed it to be made known that he was so, it is highly probable
that the robbers would have been deterred. Ihis waw an example
of over confidence that might be recommended to Mr. Dooley ag the
basis of a new chapter on the use of firearms in Kentucky,
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Labor and Drink.

One of the healthisst signs of the Labor movement in ]
Iands is the insistence with which the Labor organs and leaderd
discountenance drinking, One of the most prominent Labor men
in Britain recently said : ¢ If you workmen will take as keen an
interest in politics as in feeding the publican, then you will
assuredly have a clearer approhension of your political desbinies,’
In speaking thue the leader referred to was merely emphasising
the fact that a man who wastes his time, health, and means in
drinking is injuring his own value to hiweself, and consequently to
the State. Liquor never yot made o more efficient workman nor
& elearer thinker, On the contrary, it 13 alleged on good grounds
t.hat a man’s efficiency as a machine is reduced by the use of
Yiquor, and that the deterioration beging with the first glass, If
we consider Lhis guestion merely from the temporal point of view
it might be urged that the habitual uss of liguor is not only un-
necessary but harmful, inasmuch as it lesseus the amount and
debases the gnality of production. The result is injury to the pro-
ducer, and when, as is frequently the case, the injary rabounds on
the heads of the innocent, the evil effcct is muitiplied, The mental
and moral injury also infiicted correspend in  magnitude, but
these are not insisted wpon sa strongly by labor leaders as the evil
effects from a disciplinary point of view.

In Lighter Vein
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* TEER®E'S nothing like a little judicious levity.’

R. L. STEVENSON,
The Passing of the Flies.

The house flies are beginning to d:sappear. You nay bave
noticed this yourself, but it is a pleasure to mentjon it. They have
finished inspecting the bumps of the bald-headed men, and 1 am
pleased to say that they find them up to the average., They go
away happy in the thought that they bave left their foot prints on
every pat of butter and plate of jam they could tee—where, perhaps,
the foot of a iy had never trod hefore, They rejoice that they have
had swimming tournaments in every versel that contained enough
milk to precluda the possibility of any ¢ fly ' fiy swimming with one
leg on the hottom. They know thal they have never found a hot
and perspiring man that they didn’t make hit himself ten times on
the back of his neck with his open hand, and they are going away
to that place where flies go to every year, with the smmall still voice
of conacious rectitude simply singing comie songs inside their little
vests. There, until next spring, each fiy will reat in smng content-
ment, hugging himself around the neck with his two front legs or
patting himself on the back with his two hind ones, just as he does
when ke lands on the collar of the man wha kneels in front of you
in church, It is some censolation to know the gcientific fact that
all these little creatures which are so * aggravoying ' have their own
little worries, A post, writing of a first cousin bjr marriage of the
iy, suwed this seientific fact into lengthe and built this verse with
the pieces,

‘ Big fleas have little fleas

Upon their backs to bite 'em ;
And even these have smaller fleas
And so ad infinitum.

‘ The Light Fantastic.’

When you gee that the fly is passing away, you know that winter ig
nigh and you rensvate your dancing-pumps. 1t has al ways seemed
strange to me how it is that young men and women, who know for
certain that they would drop dead in their tracks if they attempted
to walk two miles to Mass on a Sunday, can worry through a
whole evening's dances without even feeling tired, An expert
tells us that an average waltz takes a dancer over something like
three-quarters of a mile, and a equare ‘dawnce’ makes him cover
about half a mile. I don’t know where the expert got his infor-
mation, I fancy he tied a eyclometer or a theodolite to his leg
and tried it himself, A gir), then, with a well.filled Programme
travels thus in opne evening : Twelve waltzes, nine miles fmu:
polkas and two quadrilles at half a mile zplece, three miles ; total
twelve miles, To this we should add, for the ladies, two miles'
representing the intermission strolls and the trips to the dressing,
room to renovate the complexion and jab in some extra haii-ping,
Grand total, fourteen miles, No wonder the Indian potentate in

London asked why on earth’ the dancers didn’t get their servants
to do all that for them,
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