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'
There's nothing like a little judicious levity.'

R. L. Stevenson.
The Passing of the Flies._ The house flies are beginning to disappear. You nay have

noticed this yourself, but it is apleasure to meniion it. They havefinished inspecting the bumps of the bald-headedmen, and Iampleased to Bay that they find them up to the average. They goaway happy in the thought that they have left their foot prints onevery pat of butter and plate of jamthey could see—where, perhaps,
the foot of a fly had nevertrod before. They rejoice that they havehad swimming tournaments in every vessel that containedenough
milk to preclude thepossibility of any' fly

'
fly swimming with oneleg on thebottom. They know thaL they have never founda hotand perspiring man that they didn't make hithimself ten times ontheback of his neck with his open hand, and they are going awayto thatplace where flies go to every year,with the small still voiceof conscious rectitude simply singing comic songs inside their little

vests. There,untilnext spring, each fly will rest in smug content-ment, hugginghimself around the neck withhis twofront legs orpattinghimself on the back with his two hind onea, just ashe doeswhen he lands on the collar of the man whokneels in front ofyouin church. Itis some consolation to know the scientific fact thatall these little creatures which are so'aggravoying' have theirownlittle worries. A poet, writingof a fmt cousin by marriageof thefly, sawed this scientific fact into lengths and built this verse withthepieces. '
Big fleas havelittle fleas

Upon their backs to bite 'em ;
And even these havesmaller fleas
And so ad injinlti/m.'

The Light Fantastic'
When you see that the fly is passing away,youknow thatwinter isnighand you renovateyour dancing-pumps. Ithas alwaysseemedstrange to mehow it is thatyoung meu and women, whoknow forcertain that they woulddrop dead in their tracksif theyattemptedto walk two miles to Mass on a Sunday, can worry through awhole evening's dances without even feeling tired. An experttells us that anaverage waltz takes a dancer over something likethree-quartersof a mile, and a square '

dawnce' makeshim coverabout half a mile. Idon't know where the expert got his infor-mation. Ifancy he tied a cyclometer or a theodolite to his legand triedithimself. A girl, then, with a well-filledprogrammetravels thus in one evening:Twelve waltzes, nine miles " fourpolkasand twoquadrilles at half amile apiece, three miles " totaltwelve miles. To this we should add,for the ladies, two'miles'representing the intermission strolls and the trips to the dressingroomto renovate the complexion and jab in some extra hau-pinsGrand total, fourteen miles. No wonder the Indian potentate inLondon asked why on earth/ thedancers didn't get their servantsto do all that for them.

ences to signalling Mars,and by a somewhat curious coincidence it
nowappears that NikolaTesla is preparing a new surprise for the
scientific world on the same line3, being aided by trusted work-
men sworn to secrecy,and is putting the finiflhing touches on an
untried instrument for flashing signals to Mars. An American
visitor reported that he found his way unannounced to the labora-
tory,and this is what he saw:

'
From a stout beam in the centre of

the rough-hewn ceiling hung three dazzling, pulsating clots of
purple violet light. The room glowed with the warmthof color.
The hue was indescribably brilliant. The three centres of light
sent out wave after waveof a strange,unearthly, rich color—a hue
that iB not listed in the spectrum. Above and below the beams
twisted long glaes spiral", closely coiled—snakes of beating, violet
flame. There was no snapping spark now and then to indicate the
touoh of electric current. Tbe centres of light seemed more like
the illuminationfrom a half-opaq-ae gas mantle, but beating like a
pulse. Those who know say this violet light is wizard Tesla's new
flash signal to the Martians. He will revealit to the worldsoon.'*

The quasi-scientific American variety of story is well known,
and sometimes the scientific illusion is well maintained. There is
thatstory of the electrified cat, for example,which is excruciatingly
funny. Itwillprobably be found that Tesla is experimenting with
anew illuminant from electricity, and that whenhis prying visitor
concludedhe was trying to communicate with the Martians he was
simply experimenting withan improvedRontgen ray.

The Use of Firearms.
Easter fell unusually early this year,and probably because the

opening of theshooting seasondidnot takeplaceuntilTuesday last a
good number were probably debarred from taking part in the
slaughter which annually marks the day. Hence the number of
accidents from firearms which have been reported is mercifully
small. It would appear that familiarity with the handling of
firearms is as dangerous as complete ignorance of theirpeculiarities
A young man named Raymond was killed inSouthland la«t week-
by anaccident most unaccountable in one who from his pursuits
wasprobably acquainted with the use of firearms from his child-
hood. While getting through a wire fence he seems to have drawn
the loaded rifle after him, muzzle first. The trigger must have
caught on a loose piece of wire, and the consequent explosion re-
sulted fatally. This method of handling guns is one that learners
arespecially warned against,and it is very likely that the victim
himselfmust have been one of the loudest in condemnation of it.Yeta momentary inadvertence of the kind caused his owndeath.
Theperfection to which firearms arenow brought greatly increases
the danger. The old and nowalmost obsolete muzzle-loader was
alow in its manipulation,but it was much safer,because greater
deliberationwas necessary. The condition of the weapon was also
more easily discerned. There was the further consideration that
thepricewashigher,and consequently firearms usually fell intoskilled
hands. Butnowadays firearms arecheap, andconsequently plentiful,
and nearly all country youths, with many in the towns, own guns,
andsometimes revolvers, and use them with all the confidence be-
gotten of their inexperience. *

How far a person is justified in carrying a weapon for tho
purpose of self-defence is an ethical as well as legal questionthat
is far from definitely settled. Some dozen years ago an emigrant
who had been laying inanoutfit for use in foreign lands included
a revolver among his purchases. Just prior to his departure from
London he was assailed by two footpads, both of whom he
promptly shot dead. For this, though clearly acting in defenceof
his property, he was sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment* which,
however, was afterwardsreduced to 18 months after a 6torm of
public indignation and an appeal to the Home Secretary. In
Victoria, only a few weeks ago, a volunteer, returning from
shooting practice, encountered a buiglar flying from pursuit. He
raised his rifle and shot the fugitive dead. But it transpiredthat
he had no homicidal intention, and that hemerely fired the rifle
from his hip in order to cause the runaway tostop. These are
instances of undesirable promptness. Thereare others in which
what might be cousidere 1culpable neglect of defensive measures
has been shown. A certain class of robbery under arms has been
frequent inAustralia of late. It is that of robbingmanagers who
are conveying from thebank largesums in wages. Notwithstand-
ing several recent cases, whichmust have been fresh in public
memory, themanager of a mine near Bendigo permitted himself
and a companion to be 'bailed up' and robbed of a considerable
sum of money by two armed men. If he had gone armed and
allowed it to be made known that he was so. itis highly probable
that the robbers would have been deterred. This wasanexample
of over confidence thatmight be recommended to Mr. Dooley as the
basis of a new chapteron the useof firearms in Kentucky.
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Labor and Drink.
One of the healthiest signs of the Labor movement in aWlands is the insistence with which the Labor organs and leadertTdiscountenance drinking. One of the most prominent Labor men

inBritain recently said : 'If you -workmen will take as keen aninterestinpolitics as in feeding the publican. . . then you will
assuredly have a clearer apprehension of your political destinies.'Inspeaking thuB the leader referred to was merely emphasisingthe fact that a man who wastes his time,health,and means in
drinking- is injuring his own value to himself, and consequently totheState. Liquor never yet made a more efficient workman nora clearer thinker. On tho contrary, it 1S alleged on good groundsthat a man'a efficiency as a machine is reduced by the use ofliquor, and that the deteriorationbegins with the first glass If
we consider this question merely from the temporal point of viewitmight be urged that the habitualusa of liquor is not only un-necessary but harmful, inasmuch as it lessens the amount anddebases the quality of production. The result is injury to the pro-ducer,and when,as is frequently the case, the injury rebounds ontheheads of the innocent, the evil effect is multiplied. The mentaland moral injury also inflicted correspond in magnitude, buttheseare not insisted upon so strongly by labor leadersas theevileffects from a disciplinary point of view.
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