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if a Mew Zealander is a Oatholic, or rather beravse he is oae, he
not only does no§ yield to any in his love of his native land, but,
impelied by the teaching of the Church, will be more loyal and
more gelf-sacrificing in time of peace or stress of war than others
who are not of his faith,

The Cutholic Churok—we wish this to be clearly and empha-
tieally understood by all classes--has no design on the public
schotls, Bhe is satisfied to leave them as they are ‘for all who
wigh them *; but she does not want, and she will not have for her
children, in the period of their defenceless childhood, an education
which she kuows will ultimately make them & curse to their
country by robbing them of those principles of morality which ave
indispensable for their formation into honorable and pure men and
women She has lost too wmany men by contact with irreligion ;
she hag lived too long in the world not to be aware that religion is
necessary to prevent the rnin of a nation, and she has too many
horrible examples in crimes of the apostate governments of the day
to allow her wo sit idly by without a strenuouns attempt to prevent
similar disasters here, She will not be eatisfied with the odious
hour after school which in the child’s mind makes religion penal,
but she wants the atmosphere of her schools to be such that religion
will enter as a motive and a guide of what is to be done or aveided.
8he wants the child to begin to be what it ought to be in after life,
honest, pure, faithful in its duty to God and men, a8 the light of
religion directs, and as her sacranientzl helps srsist the child to
hecome, She doee not want the child to fancy that religion is an
affair of Sunday, and has nothing to do with the rest of the week,

Faith is not Truth alone, but Life,

But we are told in positive and aggressive topnes : ¢ Separate
schools are absolutely out of the guestion, What we want is
homogeneity of education to blend the diverse nationalities of the
land into one common Netw Zealandiem, We reply : The homeo-
geneity of education is absurd ; it is undemocratic; it is un-
Ohrietinn and irreligions. As well try to make the forest trees
bave the same sized leaves; or to make all men belong to the same
pelitical party, pursue the same occmpation, live in the same kind
of homes. wear the same style of dress, think the same thoughts,
and reach the same conclusirns with the same methods. Is not
your great sovinl danger the production of dead levels 7 Besides,
who asrsures you that your type of the homogeneous is correct?
And lastly, why are yon continually proclaiming that your aim is
to develop individuality, while in the same breath you demand
homogeneity? The two goalities are contradictory. You are
blowing hot and cold at the same time.

Again, the scheme is ‘undemocratic '—viclently so. If yon
muet have homogeneity, close all expensive private schools, which
are so many sacred and inviolable preserves, intznded as they are
for the children of the rich ; or dismiss your private tutor or
governess, or be ready to let the publie official kroek at yonr door
and ingrire if =hat be ¢r sbe teacher corresponds in tiwe und
matter with the pro ramme of the Btate. If yovr rich man does
not gend his children to the public school lest they should sit side
bv side with the ehiltien «f his rervan's, or of the mechanie, or
the laborer, why siould Bot we Catholics be allowed to withdraw
our children for greater than sooial cr sanitary reasons ! Or dces
the scheme propose thit only the chiliren of the poor sbould be
thus homogeneously huddled together? If ao, it is class legislation ;

It i Undumoocratio and Unjnst.

Let us state the unvarnished truth. Tbhe hcmogeneity brought
about by these godless schools is a homogeneiiy, a pamensss of
irreligion, a practical negation of all Christian beliefs during five
conseeutive days of every week of the child’s life, with nothing
adequate to counteract it on Sunday ; for these children, like their
pareuts, are not church-goere, It is the «anc lling of Christianity
trom the life of the nation.

Again, we Catholica teach our children the sawe things that
are taught in the pub'ic sehools, and oftentimes teach them better,
and add over and abave of our own wvolition, and at eur own
expense, an element which pot only improves their characters as
men and women, but whick is absolutely necessary to the country’s
salvation ; we base their patriotism on a more solid foundation ;
while you are compelled to accept any teacher that mry be loisted
on you by political or other influen e, whether he be o Christian or
a scoffer, and about whose manner of life we have only your
gunrantee, which we poesibly may not value, we can relect those
of whose abilities and exslted character we are aulmost absolusely
sure ; you are guided 1n your choice by men, whose whole time is
mastly taken ap in commercial pursuits or politieal schemes, while
we are enjoying bthe priviledge of the learning and espericnce of
those whose whole life is not only devoted but conssurated to the
work ; with all that we are perfeetly willing to admit Government
inspection eithec of the strueture of our schuols or as regards the
requirements cf hygiene, or also of the studies (barring, of course,
religion with which the State h.s notbing to do). Why, then, we
ask, when we are conferring & ich inestimable advantages on the
Biate, which even thuse who wsre not friendly to uas acknowledge,
why should we not get the benefit of the fehool-tax which we pay
to the State 7 That we are Cath dics is none of your business, but
that we are New Z:alanders ought to secnre us our rights. The
United States scpiurued from England because they were tazed
withoat representation. Wa Catholies, in regard to the education
fund+, are teft without the power of determining how the taxes
lavied oun us shall be applied ; nay, our money is given to gomebody
elst. Yot we are not eriminalg, but, aa a rule, bonest, hard-working
m:n and women, for whom every shilling conuts, who have the
true interest of cur country at heart, whe never can get away from
it like our rich friends, who have never stopped at any sacrifice to
bring up our children well; and if we have spent thovsands and
thousands of poands for the education which the wisest men in this

&nd every other land, Oatholios and non-Catholics, admit to be not
merely the best, but the only safegnard of our country, besanse
it inculcates religion, why should we not be fairly and squarely
dealt with, and get the benefit of what is levied on ne for education;?
Such a fair distribution to us is quite feasible. Eagland, Germsny.
Protestant nations, have denominational schools supported by th?‘
public purse, With them education without religion is inocon-
ceivable In the several hundred neutral or mixed schoola in
Germany religion ia part of the curriculum. The same holds
good for colleges, or gymnasia where religious education is obli-
gatory,
Religion is Indispensable for the Salvation

of the nation, Now it is not taught to the vast majority of the
people by the Churches. It can be taught only in the schools, And
the religion which must be taught is not a common medley of all
religion, or a neuiral religion, which the most competent authorities
pronounce to be !fatuous,’ and, after being tried, a miserable
failure, Lastly, it isa beyond all guestion that the establishment of
separate religious schools is feasible; for the mosf intensely
Protestant nations in the world iunsist npon them ; have no difficulty
in adjusting themselves to the diversity of creeds ; and have found
by experience that instead of dividing the country they weld it
togother, by permitting men to have their dogmatic differences, and
thus inciting these very divergences to send from every direction
their multitudinous streams that pour down from a thousand
different sources, and swell each in its own way the great common
current of morality, which thue reaches every condition of society.
Bomething is enormously wrong in our public educational system,
and must eventually be righted.

Public opinion in this country is not yet prepared to redresa
this preat grievance, and seems callous to our efforts to bring it to
a senze of the glaring injustice which the present public school
system inflicts upon one-seventh of the Colony’s best and law-
abiding citizens. But we need pot despair; taught by sad
experience, society in maoy places is becoming alive to the evils
brought upon it by the non-religious character of the scheols, and
a change will some day certainly come. As far as onr echoals are
cencerned, we have often indicaled an ensy course for the Govern-
ment to satisfy us, It would be to acknowledge ozr schools aa
public schools, paying them, nnder Government inspection and
examination, for their results in purely secular instruction, leaving
their religious teaching entirely to oureelves, By this proposal we
claim ‘an equal wage for equal work’'; we claim that public
moneya contributed by all classes of the community, fgom whatever
source they come, shall be paid equally to all schools which fulil
the standard educational requirements ; we claim that no one should
be compelled to pay taxea in support of schools of which he cannot
conscientionsly make use ; that no one ehould be fined by reason of
his religious opinion ; tbat schools doing the common work of the
ration must be placed, as far as secular instruotion is concerned, on
the same basis, and not be fined becanse they give instruction in one
extra subject—religion,

Meanwhile, wa enjoin our Catholics to be registered, and to bha
ready to talke an intelligent intereat in all public matters; we enjoin
them to exercise most faithfully and conscientiously their rights and
discharge their duties as good citizens.

Any candidate of onr faith who by word or act opposes our
just claims in educational matters is wholly undeserving of our
support, and should bs treated as an enemy. As for non-Catholic
candidates, mauy earnest-minded men recognise the injustice done
to the Catholic body, and are willing to redress thia injuatice with-
ot interfering with the present Public System of Instruction ; we
exhort ali Catholic voters to give their sapport to such honorable
and fair-minded men,

Not a few of our non-Catholic fiiends, who leoked some years
ago with folded arms at the introduction and progress of seculur
edueation, are to-day making an effort to remove from themselves
the rcproach which they had deservedly imcurred. They are striv-
ing for the introduction of Scripture lessons or Bible reading into
the State schools, This we deem

A Decidedly Ineffectual Remedy

for the absence of religioue education ; we also consider it as dan-
gerous to Catholic children, because if any State school happened to
huve B teacher of another dencmination strongly attached to the
tenets of his own Church, there is every reason to believe (human
nature being what it is) that he would not unconsciously ure Lhe
opportunity of inculoating the special religious principles which he
himself liked, and which he believed were contained in the Serip-
ture lessons, Catholic children, as well as others, wounld come
under such teaching, and therefore would rightly object to the
introduction of such lessons within school hours. 1E puch lessons
were given outside school hours, we should not think of opposing
them, provided that Ouatholiv children were not affected, On the
contrary, we should rejoice that non-Catholic parents were thus
enabled to adjust the courss of insiruction to their requirements,
Our great and supreme aim is to keep the faith of our children in-
tact and stainless, A couscience clause would be no effectual pro-
tection to our children, because, a3 we know by experience in the
schools of the North of Ireland, where there are people of mixed
religions, the people might openly defy the rule respecting the con-
science clause, stating (as they did in the pbove locality) that they
could not gouscientiously request any child not to attend whilet the
Soripture lessons were being read,

In conclusion, we again remind all Catholics of this Colony
that they are bound to munfully follow their conscience and do
their duty by sendiong all their children to schools where religion
can have its rightful place and influence, WNo parish is complete-
till it has schools adeguate to the needs of ita children, and the
pastor and people of & parish should feel that they have not accom-
plished their entire duty until the want is supplied, But we must
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