
Moloney contented herself by bowingher acknowledgments to the
demand for an encore to her very sympathetic rendering of " The
wearing of the green.' Miss Morrison's singing of 'Avoureen

'
wvs

much appreciated which wasevidencedinthe verywarm encore tsti*m
received which was formally acknowledged, and Mr. Corrigan for
his capital renderingof the song'Asleepin the Deep' waß enthusias-
tically applauded, a similar favor having been extended to Mr.
King for his singing of 'The lads in navy blue,' which brought the
first part of the entertainment toa close.

The secondpart wasopenedwith anoverture by the orchestra,
after which came the farce, 'Popping the question,' which exoited
a good dealof laughter,all theplayers acquitting themselves very
creditably. The characters were sustained by Misses Eva Hart,
Alice Kelleher, Morrison, and Colgan, and Messrs Applegarth and
D. Mitchell. Taken altogether the concert was an undoubted suc-
cess, and everything ran smoothly to the close, at which the
orchestra played ' God save theKing.'

During an interval in the entertainment, the VeryRev. Mgr.
O'Leary thanked the audience for their attendance,also the ladies
and gentlemen who had assisted in theperformance,incidentally
remarking that there werefew towns inNew Zealand whichcould
boast of such high-class musical talent asLawrence

—
acompliment

that was received with the approving applause of the audience—
and specially thanked the Rev.Canon Richards, a member of the
Lawrence Orchestra, for his assistance, asking onbehalf of that
rev.gentleman anexpressionof thanks fromthe audience,a request
that waspromptly andenthusiastically responded to.

Nuns at Mafeking.

The Yen. Archpriest Sheehy, 0.5.8., V.G., Ryde, New South
Wales, celebrated his goldensacerdotal jubilee on Thursday, March
6, and was congratulatedby his fellow-priestsand anumber of lay-
men, who called upon him at thepresbytery. The ex-students of
old St.Mary's Seminary during thetime of Father Sheehy's presi-
dency presentedhim withan address.

ArchpriestSheehy (says the Freeman's Journal) was born in
Cork, Ireland, on the Ist of October, 1827,andarrived in Sydney
with his parents in July, 1838. Educated at St. Mary's Seminary
from January, 1839, till its close in 1814, young Sheehy spent a
yearwith his parentß at Wollongong preparatory to enteringupon
his studies for the priesthood. Filled with a vocation to which
from the first to the last he unfalteringly responded— for of Samuel
Augustine Sheehy itmay be said, as a great Frenchman remarked
of the greatest of his countrymen, that 'imagination could not con-
ceive of him as a layman'— encouraged byDr. Polding,he entered
theBenedictineMouas-tcy of St.Mary on May (J, 1845,and on the
11th of July, ISIS,made his religious profession Four years lacer,
on the 6thof M >rch, 1802,he was ordainedpriest byBi«hop Davis,
Coadjutor to Dr.Polling, being at the prcs' nt moment the doyenof
the Australian-ordaiii'.d clergy— his f-emor in th.it pob'tion,Dean
O'Coiiiiell. having passed awaylast year.

Shortly after his ordinntion he had übiirg 1 of So. Mary's
Seminary day s< hool until it-i close, aim-c^si; the pupils being the
late Williai-a Bede Dally. He wasalso President of the Lyndhurat
College from 18(51 to 1864:. In the early years of his niinibtry
Father Sheehy had charge of the Sacred Heart district, and for
eight years \v\.schaplain toDarlinghurbt gaol. For 13 years, at a
time when tne office require!morethanordinary powers of adminis-
tration, Dr. Sheehy was V.car-General to Archbishop Polding,
occupying the position up to the time of Dr. Vaughan'sarrival.
When the Vicar-Generulship was practically merge! in the Coad-
jutor&hip of Dr. Vaughan, Dr. Sheehy was given charge of the
Windsor mission, in puccef-tion to the Ycry llev. Dr. Ballinan
(another of our veteran churchmen, vi ho still surviveb), and he
retained that charge for 12 years, till, broken down inhealth, he
waß removed to Wollongong. Atter three years' administration
there, Dr. bhcehy, wishing for rest, applied for the newly-formed
mission of Ryrie. But the Yen. Archprii <~t, althoughresiding in a
spot suggesting in its beautiful environments the very haven for'otium cum dignitate,' has hardly realised the popularidea of rest
inhis 13 years' missionary v\o-k in the Rye district. Religion,
education, and charity havephown wonderml development there;
and the fact that the venerable pastor is now vigorously engaged
in the task of liquidating theparishdebt ofRjdedoes not necesbarily
make for rest to a priest 75 yearsof age.

Itmay not be generally .known that in 18(if> Archpriest Sheehy
(at that tirre "Vicar-General) was appointed Assistant-Bishop to
Archbishop Folding under thetitle of Bishop of Bethsaida ;and it
is characteris ieof the man and thepriest thathe decline! thehonor
without the least ostentation.

Concert at Lawrence.

The followingaccount of how the Sisters of Mercy are doing their
noble work at Mafekingappears in the Sydney Freeman's Journal.
Itis written by Lieutenant McKenna (an Australian serving with
the British forces in South Africa) :—:

—
'
What is gradually becoming one of the establishedfeatures

of our Mafeking Christmastide (says the writer) is the annual
Christmas entertainment by the children of the convent school.
Since the war the Sisters of Mercy, whohavecharge of the convent,
havebecome such heroines, owing to theirnursing and making of
warlike stores during the siege, that one is sometimes gettingback
into the way of regarding them as an educational Sisterhood. A
vibit to the scholars' breaking-up entertainment, however, would
soon convince you that they are most certainly educational, and
educational to a very varied extent. When one considers the fact
that theMafeking convent is the only school, in the accepted idea
of a school,bstween Kimberley andBulawayo,one canimagine that
*he 700 miles of country is a fairly wide field of industry. And the
scholars supplied from this wide field possess a wide and variedset
of talents. W.e have the demure young lady of eight ornine years,
whocomes to school from somewhere where her father has aBtore
on the fringeof the desert, and who has probably neverseen more
than two whitepeople together inher life;then she appears at the
entertainment as a dainty exponent of a dainty minuet. Then the
little toddling boy of tender years, whose experiencesof society are
such as a farm 50 miles from anywhere can offer, appears on the
stage as the up-to-date masher singing an up-to-date song, and
twirling bis curly-brimmed top-hatin the adoptedPiccadilly style,
althoughhe ha3probably never seena manwitha top-haton in his
little life. There are people who would not regard the aforesaid
abilities as educational,perhaps,but as a member of the public one
has no opportunity of judging scholastic attainments, but canonly
judge by what he sees,and that is enough to assure anyone that
children whobe so capably taught the lighter studies of life must
necessarily possessa high standard in themore serious walks.

The convent institution is ineveryway quite a recentaffair in
our midst. The Sisters of Mercy had only just got their convent
building erected when the Boers came along with big guns and
blew most of it down for them. What little headway they had
made with their pupilswasnecessarily brought to a standstill until
it was decided whichnation was to own thepart of the country on
which they had built their convent,and this affair took some time,
so that it was not really until late in 1900 that they hada chance
of making a start— little more than a year. Consequently there
are nopupils that'have been long enough with the Sisters to show
how far their educational advancement may be carried,but when
one judges by the degree that has been attained in such a short
space of time, one may well prophecy themost triumphant success,
and that prophecy is the wibb. of everyone who haa any wish to see
civilisationspread in these out-of-the-way --pots of the Empire.

The Sisters are makingan appeal to tin charitable public for
funds toenable them to build a much needed Bchool, their present
space being quite inadequate to thenumber of pupilsattending, co
that the Sisters had togive up their ownrefectory andcells, them-
Belve^ suffering the greatest privation and discomfort on thia
account. Let us hope that our generous countrymen, to many of
whom the Sisters are personally known, may help them in this
work.

NOT^VITHPTA^DINU the uninviting rature of the weather oat-of
doors on St. Patrick's night the concert in the Town Hall (says th
Tvajwlia Times') was well attended, though not, of course, by th
oveiiiowing audience that might with thelullestasburai.ee hay
been calculated on had the weather been more favorable. Th
entertainment opened witn the overture

'Humors of Donnybrook,
by theLawrence Oichitira, anumber ofbright and lively airs that
werevery cleverly flayedanddeservedly appJaudedby the audience.
Miss Moloney, or Duntdirj, who was cordially received, mado her
first appearance before a Lawrence audience in the song'A dream
of Paradite,' for whkh she was enthusiastically encored, Mr.
M'Clymont re> eiving a pimilar honor for his vocal item. Miss
Morrifcon'snir.^ing ot 'Come bark tn Erin' wasvery effective, as was
alsoherrenderingof her oncorv it'jm,

'
Dearhearts.' Mr.Corrigancon-

siderably enhanced l.is reputation by his singing of 'The valley by
the Bta,' fur which he wan re.ailed. Mr. Howie followed with an
Irish jig whichhad tube repeated. Mr. C.King's smg'The anci or's
weighed' \\as warmlyencored,and triecumio duet, '

Money matters,'
by Miss Monibon and Mr. D. Mitchell, was much enjoyed. Miss

Messrs. Strange and Co.,of Christchurch, haveananannounce-
ment of considerable interebt toheads of families and others in this
issue. This well-known and enterprisng firm makes all the furni-
ture at its own factory andsells direct to its clients, who are thua
saved the middleman's profit. Messrs. Strange ar>d Co. have a|
immense stock of New Zealand-made furniture to select from, aJW
in addition their display of carpets, linoleums, curtains, rugs,etc.,
oannot be beaten in the Colony. Estimates and full particulars
■will be sent free on application. Prices are very moderate,and are
varied so as tosuit all classes of customers...
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CURIOUS ENACTMENTS.
As early aa1536 theGalwaycity fathers had found itnecessary

to enact thatall citizens were to shave the upper lipand to allow
thehair of their heads togrow till it reached their ears,not to wear
mantles in the streets, but cloaks or gowns, coats, doublets, and
hose, after the English fashion. They were forbidden to wear
saffron-dyed shirts, or to have more than five yards of linen in
these garments. From these enactments it is plain that

'
these

detestable Irish practices, manifestly dangerous to the security of
theEmpire.' had found an entrance through the gates of the City
of the Tnb^.

In Limerick in 1571 it was decreed that no maid or single
woman was to wear or put on any great roll or kerchief of linen
cloth upon the head,neither any great smock with great sleeves,
but toput on hats, caps, French hoods, tippets,or some other civil
attire. If they disobeyed their Irish garments were to be forfeit to
anyone who seized them. Here, again,itis clear that Irish fashions
werenowbeing adopted by theEnglish townsmen,as two hundred
yearsbefore, they hadbeen by theNorman barons.

A Venerable Priest.
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