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UTORIOUS EXNACTMENTS,

As enrly ag 1536 the Galway city fathers had found it necessary
to enact that all citizene were to shave the upper lip and to allow
the hair of their heads to grow till it reached their ears, not to wear
mantles in the streets, but cloaks or gowns, coats, doublets, and
hoee, after the DInglish fashion, They were forbidden to wear
gaffron-dyed sbirts, or to have more than five yarda of linen in
these parments. From these e¢nactments it is plain that ‘ these
detestable Irish practiees, manifestty dangerous to the securily of
the Empire,’ had found an entrance through the gates of the Uity
of the Trihes,

In Limcrick in 1571 it waas decreed that mo maid or single
womsh was to wear or pat on any great roll or kerchief of linen
cloth upon the head, neither any great smock with greatl sleeves,
but to put on hats, caps, French hoods, tippets, or some other civil
attire. If they disobeyed their Irish garments were to be forfeit to
anyone who seized them. Here,again, it is clear that Irish fashions
were now being adopted by the Enplish townsmen, as twoe hundred
years before. they had been by the Norman barons,

A Venerable Priest.

9

THE Ven. Archpriest Sheehy, 0.8.B, V.@, Ryde, New South
Wales, celebrated bis polden sacerdotal jubiles on Thursday, March
6, and was congratulated by his fellow-priests and a number of lay-
men, who called upon him at the presbytery. The ex-students of
old St. Mary's Seminary during the time of Father Sheehy's presi-
dency presented him with an address.

Archpriest Sheehy (suys the Freeman's Jouwrnal) was born in
Cork, Ireland, on the lst of October, 1827, and arrived in Sydney
with his parents in July, 1888, Educated at 8t. Mary's Seminary
from January, 1839, till its close in 184, young Sheehy spent a
year with his parents at Wollongong preparatory to entering upon
his studies for the priesthood. Filled with a voeation to which
from the first to the last he unfalteringly responded—for of Samuel
Aupunstine Sheehy it may be said. as a great Frenchman remurked
of the greatest of his countrymen, that ' imaginaticn eould not con-
ceive of him as a layman’'—sncouraged by Dr, Polding, be entered
the Benedictine Monastery of Su. Mary on May Y, 1845, and on the
11th of Tuly, 1813, made his religious professivn  Four years Jacer,
an the 6th of M :rch, 1832, he was ordained prie-t by Bishop Davig,
Coadfjutor to Dr. Polding, leing at the pres nt moment the doyen of
the Australian-ordained clergy—his sentor in that position, Dean
0’Counell, having passed away last vear,

Shortly afrer his ordination he had charg: of S, Mary's
Seminary day school until 1t4 close, ameouss the pupils being the
late Willinw Bede Dally, He was also President of the Lyndbhurat
College from 1861 to 1864, In the early years of his mivietry
Father Sheehy had charge of the Bacred Heart district, and for
eight years w.s ohaplain to Darlinghuret gacl. For 13 years, ot a
time when tne offive required morathan ordinary powers of adminis-
tration, Dr. Sheehy was V.car-General to Archbishop Polding,
arcupying the position up to the time of Dz Vanphan’s arrival.
When the Viear-Genexrslship was practically merged in the Coad-
jutorship of Dr. Vaughan, Dr. Bheehy was given charge of the
Windsor mission, i suceeselon 1o the Yeory Rev, Dr, Hallinao
(another of ocur veteran cuurchmen, who still soreives), and ke
retained that charpe for 12 years, till, broken down in bealth, he
was removed to Wollonging, Alfter three yeoars’ administration
there, Dr, hhcehy, wishing for rest, apphed for the newly-formed
miszion of Ryde, 1iut the Ven. Archprii«t, although residing in a
spot suggesting in ilg beautitul environmeuts the very haven for
totium cum dignitate,’ has hardly realised the popular idea of rest
in his 13 yesrs misgionary wo-k in the Ryde distries. Religion,
eiucation, and charity have shown wonderiul development there ;
and the fact that the venerable pastor is now vigorcusly engaged
in the task of liguidating the parish debt of Ryde does not necessaxily
make for rest to a priest 75 years of age,

1t may not be geuerally known that in 1865 Archpriest Sheehy
(at that tiwre Viear-Ceneral) was appointed Assistant-Bishop 1o
Archbishop Polding uuder the title of Bishop of Bethsaida ; and it
ias characteris ic of the man and the priest that he diclived the honor
without the least ostentation.

Concert at Lawrence.

NOTWITHETANDING the uninviting rature of the weather oat-of
doors on St. Patrick’s night the concert in the Town Hall (says th
Tuaprka Times) was well attended, though not, of course, by th
gverflowing audience that might with the fullest assurarce hav
been caleulated on had the weather been more favorable. Th
entertainment opentd witn the overture ‘Ilumors of Dennybrock,
by the Lawrence Oicheeirn, 2 number of bright and lively ars thab
were very cleverly played aud deservedly appranded by the audience,
Miss Moloney, «f Thuncdin, who was cordially received, made her
first appearnnce before a Lawronce audicnes in the song ' A dream
of Paradiee, for whivh she was enibusisstically encorcd, Mr,
M<Clymost re eiving a rimilar honer for his vocal item. Miss
Morricon'sxinging ot ‘Come back to Frin’ was very cffective, as waa
also herrendering of her coneore itvm, * Dear bearts.” Mr, Corrigan con-
giderably enhancsd ).is reputation by his singing of ‘' The valley by
the st a,” for which he was re.alled. Mr. Howie fullowed with an
Trish jig whichhad v be reposted, Mr, ¢, King’s 8 mp * The anci or's
weighid’ was warwnly encored, ang tne conne duet, © Money matte re,’
by Miss Moriison and Mr, L. Mitehell, was much enjoyed. Miss

Moloney contented herself by bowing her acknowledgments to the
demand for an encore to her very sympathetic rendering of ¢ The
wearing of the green.’ Miss Morrigon's singing of ' Avoureen ® wns
much appreeiated which was evidenced in the very warm sncore b
received which was formally acknowledged, and Mr, Corrigan for
his capital rendering of the song * Asleep in the Deep’ was enthusias-
tically applanded, a similar favor having been extemded to Mr,
King for hiseinging of * The lads in navy blue, which brought the
firat part of the entertainment to n close,

The second part was opened with an averture by the orchestra,
after which came the farce, ‘ Popping the guestion,’ which exeited
a good deal of laughter, all the players acguitting themselves very
creditably, The characters were mustained by Misses Kva Hart,
Alice Kelleher, Morrison, and Colgan, and Messre Applegarth and
D Mitchell, Taken altogether the concert was an undonbted suc-
cess, and everything ran amcothly to the close, at which the
orchestra played ‘God save the King.'

During an interval in the entertainment, the Very Rev. Mgr.
('Leary thanked the audience for their attendance, also the ladies
and pentlemen who had assisted in the performance, incidentally
remarking that there were fow towns in New Zealand which could
boast of srch high-class musieal talent as Lawrence—a compliment
that was received with the approving applaunse of the andience——
and epecially thanked the Rev. Canon Richards, a member of the
Lawrence Orchestra, for his assistance, asking on behalf of that
rev, gentleman an expression of thanks from the audience, a request
that was promptly and enthusiastically responded to.

Nuns at Mafeking.
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TuE following account of how the SBisters of Mercy are doing their
noble work at Mafeking appears in the Sydney Freeman's Journal,
1t ia written by Lieutenant McKenna (an Australian serving with
the British forges in South Africa) :—

¢ What is gradually becoming one of the established featnres
of our Mafeking Christmastide (says the writer) is the annual
Christmas entertainment by the children of the convent school.
Sinee the war the Sisters of Mercy, who have charge of the convent,
have become such heroines, owing to their nursing and making of
warlike stores during the siege, ihat one is sometimes getting back
into the way of regarding them as an educational Sisterhood, A
visit to the scholars’ breaking-up entertainment, however, would
spoon convunce you that they are most certaninly educaiional, and
educational to a very vari:d extent. When cone considers the facs
that the Mafeking convent is the only school, in the accepted idea
of a school, bsiween Kimberley and Bulawayo, one can imagine that
4he 700 miles of conntry is a fairly wide field of industry. And the
scholars supplied from this wide field possess a wide and varied set
of talents. We have the demure young lady of eight or nine years,
whe comes t0 school from somewhere where her father has a store
on the fringe of the desert, and who has probably never seen more
than two white people together in her life; then she appears at the
entertainment as & dainty exponent of a dainty miouet, Then the
little toddling buy of tender years, whose experiences of society are
such ag n farm 50 miles from anywhere can offer, appears on the
stage as the mp-to-date masher singing an unp-to-date song, snd
twirling his curly-brimmed top-hat in the adopted Piccadilly style,
although he has probably never seen a man with a top-hat on in his
little life, There are people who would not regard the aforesaid
abilities as educational, perhaps, but as a member of the public one
has no opportunity of judging scholastic attainments, but can only
judge by what he sees, and that is enough to assure anyone that
children who be 80 capably taught the lighter studies of life must
necesearily possess a high stapdard in the more serious walks,

The convent institution is in every way quite a recent affair in
our midst, The Sisters of Mercy had only just got their convent
building erected when the Boers came along with big guns and
blew most of it down for them. What little headway they had
made with their pupils was necessarily brought to a standstill until
it was decided which nation was to own the part of the country on
which they had built their convent, and this affair took some time,
so that it was not really nntil late in 1900 that they had a chance
of making a start—little more than a year. Consequently there
are no pupils that have been long enomgh with the Sisters to show
how far their eduecational advancement may be carried, but when
cne judpes by the degree tbat has been attained in such a short
gpace of time, one may well prophecy the most trismphant success,
and that prophecy is the wish of everyone wbo has any wish to sea
civiliration spread in these out-of-the-way -~pots of the Empire,

The Sisters are making an appeal to th: charitable publio for
funds to enable them to build a much needed school, their present
space being quite inadequate to the number of pupils attending, so
that the Sisters had to give up their own refectory and cells, them«
gelves suffering the greatest privation and discomfort on this
account. Let us hope that our generous countrymen, to many of
whom the Sisiers are persopally known, may help them in this
work.

Mo ssre. Strange and On,, of Ch}istcburch, have an an anngunce-
ment of eonaiderable inierest to heads of families und othera in this
isgaue. This well-known and enterprisng firm makes all the furni-

- ture at its own factory and sells direct to its cliente, who are thus

gaved the middleman’s profis, Messrs, Strange ard Co, bave
immense stock of New Zsaland-made forniture to select from, ﬂ
in addition their display of carpete, linolenms, eurtains, rugs, eto.,
cannot be beaten in the Colony. Estimates and full particulara
will ba sent free on upplication. Prices are very moderate, and are
varied so ag to snit all classes of custumers...

Hancock’s “BISMARK"” LAGER BEER.
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