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Current Topics found that the habituesof the restaurants had hit upon a de-
vice for dodging thepolice by referring to the Kaiser under a
fictitious name. Thus a conversation beginning with * Have
you heardabout Smith's latestbit of buffoonery?' wouldbe
allowed to pass as perfectly harmless, the police being quite
unconscious that the 'Smith ' referred to was no other than
the Kaiser himself. We had often wondered how an intel-
lectualpeoplelike theGermans couldput upwithsuch tyranny,
and on oneoccasion we put the questionplainly to a university
man in Berlin. His answer was that the Germans hated
that sort of thing as heartilyas theBritish could do, but that
they had no remedy. They could protest in Parliament,but
beyond that they could not go If they attempted to give
practical effect to theirdesires, the aidof the military wouldbeinvoked,and as the army is completely under the Kaiser's
personal control, his will is, in the last resort, absolutely
supreme. The policy of repression is manifestlyfoolish and
demoralising, and is altogether unworthy of an enlightened
nation. So longas lese majeste plays such an important part
in the government of the country, it is little wonder that
Germany should prove a fertile breeding ground for the
wildestanarchism.

Catholicity in N.S. Wales.
Nothing succeeds like success. A little while ago the

good name of the Church in New South Wales wasunder a
cloud and the followersand friends of theold Faith werecalled
upon to go through a periodof keenest trial. In good time
their patience and faith were rewarded; the enemies of the
Church werenot only baffled but disgraced;and by the good
providenceof God the vilescheme, that had beenconcocted to
ruin Dean O'Haran, and throughhim to strike adeadly blow
at Australian Catholicity, was brought utterly to nought.
The natural consequencehas followed. A strong reaction has
set in, and the Church now occupies a surer and higher place
inpublic favor and esteem than ever she did before. This is
clearly evidenced by the public expressions of non-Catholic
sentiment, which were recently made on the occasion of the
departureof Cardinal Moran and Dean O'Hnran for Rome.
Theunanimity with which the daily papers of Sydney com-
bine to heap eulogiums on the Cardinal as the representative
of the Church is quite touching.

TheMorning Herald, in a long leaderon the Cardinal,
writesas follows:'Cardinal Moran is, if we may withoutdis-
respect employ some words from Mr. Kipling,a" first-class
fightingman,"he is amilitantchurchman,and in him his co-
religipnists have found a leader of courage,force and talent.'
And again theHerald says:'As the historian of his Church,
as its first Cardinal in these regions, as amost zealous Arch-
bishop for many years, Cardinal Moran has accumulated
claimsupon the Roman Catholicsof Australia which theyought
to honor, and which they do honor.' The Daily Telegraph

—
which has been very rarely friendly to Catholics

—
also devotes

aleader to the departure of the Cardinal,and the following
briefextracts yvill serve to show thecordially-appreciativespirit
in which it is written:— 'The approaching departure of Car-
dinal Moran will remove from the public life of this State one
of its most prominent personalities. During the many years
of his sojourn in NewSouth Wales it may be doubted whether

Repression in Germany.
The following cable, which appeared in last week's mes-

sages in the daily papers, furnishes a striking illustrationof
themeasures of repression constantlyadoptedagainst the Press
in Germany:—' The editorof the PotsdamerZeitunghas been
sentenced to two months' imprisonment and the publisher
heavily finedfor incorrectly stating that the Kaiser had repri-
manded two lieutenants for threatening to fight duels.'
Absuid and outrageous as this appears to us, it is onlya typi-
cal instance of the irritating and tyrannical prosecutions to
which the members of the Fourth Estate inGermany are con-
tinuallysubjected. It is only a few yearsago that astillmore
severesentence for asimilarlytrivialoffence was passedon Dr.
Forster on the same ridiculous charge of lese-majeste. The
Emperor had delivered a speech on theoccasion of the anni-
versary of Sedan, in which he had stigmatised the Social
Democrats as a rabble,and Dr. Forster, as editorof an ethical
magazine,had in most temperate language and withoutany
personalallusion to his Majesty,condemnedthe speech as cal-
culated to impede the reunion of classes which will oneday" bringpeace into the exalted regionswhereprinces are throned
in solitude.' For this article Dr. Forster was sentenced to
three months' imprisonment in a fortress, theJudge who con-
demned him declaring that he made the sentence light on
account of 'Dr. Forster's youth, unblemishedcharacter,high
aspirations,and independenceof all political ties!' Tosuch a
length has the Royal sensitiveness been carried that the
Emperor on oneoccasion expressedhis annoyance at the

'
dis-

loyalty
'

of acritic who had written 'his Majesty' instead of'His Majesty.1 It would seem as if kings and emperorsare
so accustomed to being addressed with deference,and even
flattery, that criticism, even when respectful in form, tends to
create in them at once a suspicion of the loyaltyof the critic."
Hecannot be loyal,' the Emperor reasons with himself,' 'or he

wouldnevercriticise me '; and so he getsexcitedand permits
theseodious prosecutions for even respectable criticismon the
pretext that the writers are guilty of lese-majeste or high
treason. It does not seem to occur to the Emperor or his
statesmen that if there is a Press at all it must becritical, and
that thecritics who set an exampleby being respectfuldeserve
official approvalrather than condemnation.

Precisely the samepolicy of repression is pursued in Ger-
many with regard to the freedom of political speech and poli-
tical agitation. Some time ago a decree was issued dissol-
ving all the Central Committees and organisations of the
Social Democratic Party in Berlin and forbidding their re-
establishmentunder any name and for any apparent purpose.
Is is very much as if, in this country, the various Labor
Unions or Workmen'sPolitical Societies were ordered to dis-
perse under pain of imprisonment and were forbidden to re-
combineunderany name or for any purpose. Even the beer-
shops and restaurants are dogged by detectives, and
conversation

—
at least so far as any reference to the Kaiser is

concerned— has to be carried on in a very guarded way.
When we ourselves were in Berlin a couple of yearsago we
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