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parts of the Kingdom are not consideredcrimesatall. It is there-fore, very evident that if the Government intend to enforce theCrimes Aot, the condition of Ireland affords no pretext for theBtep.

In Lighter Vein

Ao longer the 'Old Aunt Sally'— to be fired at withimpunity by all and sundry— which she once was in thefmlpits and press of the Colony. It isnot the least of the
Services which Father Cleary has rendered to the Catholiccommunity in New Zealand that he has raised religiouscontroversy to a higher andmore serious plane, and put anend once and for all to the theological andmosquito bites with which Catholics used to be pestered inthe days gone by.

Notes
Some 'Records.'

This ia^how the American Journal of Educationchalks up
comeof theexploits thatgo to the credit of A.D. 1901, the opening
yearof the twentiethcentury:'No submarine boathad ever been
asuccess until theHollandboatFulton made her descent the first
weekinDecember. No balloon had ever been controllableuntil
Santoe-Dnmontrounded the Eiffel tower in November. No auto-
mobilehadever travelleda mileina minute until HenryFournierandFoxhallKeenedid it last summer, and not even experts had
travelleda milein less than55 seconds until November. Nohorse
had ever trotteda milein less than two minutes and three seconds
untilCresceus did it last Bummer. No commercial use had been
madeof wireless telegraphyuntil it was used to furnish news of
theinternationalyacht race last September. Noship 700 feet long
evercruisedthe seasuntil theCeltic waslaunched in 1901.'

(By " Quip.')
newspaper cuttings, etc., intended for thisdspartmentsboiild be addressed " Quip/ N.Z.Tablbt Office, Dunedin, andshould reach this officeonor beforeMondaymorning.

1There'snothing likea littlejudicious levity.1

. _ . R.L.Stevenson.A Reform.
The War Office has at lastalloweditself to be influenced bypublic opinion, and has determined togo in for reform To giveanidea of what it can do when itmeansbusiness, ithas issued anorder (so the cablegrams tell us) permitting the soldiers to wearspectacles. Spectacles are as much out of place on a man whowears a padded chest and a spikedhelmet as a Geishahair framewould be on a man with a bald head. Nevertheless,it is a step inthe right direction. And when the idea is fully developed andcarried out in its entirety, weshall be able to put an armyin thefield so thoroughly 'made up' in everyrespect thata vaudevilleBoubrette won't be a circumstance in comparison. After a whilethesoldiers willbe allowed to wearglasß eyes. Then woodenarmsand woodenlegs. And then,if the present go-ahead peopleremain

in office, wooden heads and bodies stuffed with sawdust. Thatwouldbe something like a reformed army. It would be a greatimprovement upon the armies of former times, when every sol-dier who wanted to go to battlehad to havehimself measured for
a suit at the foundry. It would be an improvement upon thearmies of thepresent day, when the soldiersfall down as soon asthey are shot. Our reformed soldiers won't do that,not even ifthey areshot through the sawdust,or in thehead, orin the gloam-ing, or anywhere. They would simply have to be tied toa paling
fence— put on

'picket' duty, as it were—and they would stick
to their posts as long &b there was a tag of rope to hold them.Imagine themoraleffect that would have upon the enemy. But
apart from that, the money it would save in the Ambulance and
Commissariat Departments should recommend the idea to thepublic,and Btop would-be funny fellowsfrom beingBarcastio at theWar Officeover this spectacle business.

Some Noble Legislators.
The London correspondentof the Otago Daily Times is evi-

dently not oneof those who obey the injunction to speak respect-
fully of those who arein authority over us. Inone of hiß letters
he recently referred,in a manner whichmust be thought unbecom.
ingly flippant, toanoble lordwho had appearedinsome theatricals
at a lordly mansion. The papers contained long accounts of the
exploit,the 'object being apparently to show how many diamonds
andothergems a silly bounder who happened tobe a peer of the
realm could crowd upon his inane person, and how absurd an
appearance he could possibly complete without making the
spectators absolutely ill.' He proceeds to remark (indignantly):" Yet this effeminatesimpletonis one of our hereditary legislators,
and hia vote in the House of Lords is as good as that of Lord
Salisbury,orLordRoaebery, orLord Roberts, or the Archbishop of
CanterburyI Surely oneof these days weshallmuster up courage
topurge ourUpper House of such imbeciles, as well as other peers
Who have demonstrated their utter unfitnesß for so important a
jrablio trust.' Such language comes with the Btartling effect of.the morning Bhower when the temperature outside is minus 20
The bracing effect comes afterwards when we imagine we Bee thebeginning of thegrowth of a suspicion that birth does not neces-
sarily confer biains, andthat a decision ofevenso august a body as
theHouse of Lords, arrivedat with the assistance of themember
referredto,maynot bereceived with becomingmeekness.

Sofa Cushions.
The following advertisement appeared lately in a Chicago

paper :—
'
Ladies wanted to work on sofa pillows. Materialsfurnished. Steady workguaranteed. Experienceunnecessary. Apply

X.Y.Z
'

Working on sofa pillows is nothing like working onan
empty stomach, though both may be kinda of cruel work. You
will notice intheaboveadvertisement thatexperienceisunnecessary.
Anyone oanmakea sofacushion,especially of thekindthat is fashion-able atpresent— oneofthosethathasanaffairlikeabed valancetackedaround the edge. This is its genesis. You Btart off with the idea
of makinga blouse. You study thebrown paper plans and specifi-cations; buy the rag, and begin. If, when you are two-thirdsfinished,youdiscover that you have not enough stuff left, or thatyouhave erred in laying the foundation, yousay to yourself that
you thinkyou willmake a toque or somethingout of it. Ifyouare
not able to do this, you just fill the affair with feathers,and you
have a sofa cushion.

Ishouldlike toknow why it is that thesecushions are allowed
to lead the aimless life that they do, Bprawling about on sofas,
evidently only to belooked at. You dare not rest your wearyhead
upon them, because the

"
kerosene

' work, and the bead work,and
the other filigree work in high relief willpain your ear untodia-
traotion. And don't imagine that the other side is any better. Itmay be a little less corrugated. You may be able to resta while.But whenyou awake you will, most likely, have a view on the
Wanganui River in oils, or a green leaf and themajor part ofatiger-lily beautifying your cheek. According to Dooley,GeneralShermansaid that 'th' on'y good Indyun is a deadIndyun.' The
only good sofa cushion is acushion thathasn't beenmadeyet.

The Crimes Act.
Cablegrams during the week have informed usof the alleged

intention of the British Government to enforce theCrimes Act in
somedistricts of Ireland. Itwould appear from sources that are
absolutely reliablethat there is as little justfication in the stateof
Ireland for the enforcement of that extrememeasure as there would
be for the declaration of martial law in New Zealand. Quite
recently in tha House of Commons Mr J. Redmond quoted some
figures, which were not gainsaid by the Government, and which
Bhowed that according to themost recent statistics the condition of
Irelandwaspeaceful. He said that there wasnot to-day inEuiope,
norinthe world,any country where crime was less thanin Ireland,
and so far as the United Kingdom was concerned, Ireland stood far
above in this respect England, Scotland,or Wales. For the year
1901 there were recorded in Scotland 339 indiotable offences to
every100,000 of thepopulation. InEngland the number was 239,
»nd inIrelandonly 201per 100,000. Furthermore, in the crimelees
countryof Ireland double the amount was spent, in proportionto
the ]popul»tion, on police compared with what was spent in Eng-
land. MayoandRoscommon are the theatres of theGovernment's
ooeroiveenergy. Inthe former there is a populationof 233,000,and
the totalnumber of indiotableoffences last year was193; whilein
Cumberland police district, with the same population, there were
283; and in Monmouthshire 580. In the county of Roscommon
thereis a populationof103,000, and the total number of indictable
offences was 92; while in Brighton the number was 252. As a
matter of faot,agrarian orime has praotically disappeared from
Ireland. Even the figures quoted includeoffences which in other
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