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The Dirink Evil.

There 1s no denying the fact  that
in  England, Ireland, and Scotland,
at least, drinking and gamhling are
making sad havoe amongst all clas-
ses.  To say that the Irish are the
greatest drunkards of the three
countries is utterly untrue. Statis-
tics issued by Government cach year
prove incontestibly that there s far
less money, per head, spent n in-
toxicating liquors in this conuutry
than in any of Lthe three parts of the
Kingdom, and that there is intinitely
less crime in Jreland ihan in Iing-
land, Scotland, or Wales, Bul this
is little comfort, so long as there 1s
so much misery brought about daly
by drinking habits and by gambling,
which latter vice seems now Lo enter
into the life of nine-tenths of tLhe
male population, rich or poor.

A new lJaw has just come into
operation, by which it is made cri-
minal, for parents to employ as es-
sengers to public bars, ov for publi-
cans to serve children under 14 wilh
drink in unhscaled wvessels ; o law
which should materially assist those
who work in the nobhle cause of tem-
perance, for the custom of sending
children to hars to fetch beer or
whisky was a terrible temptation Lo
the young, who B0 often mherit o
craving for stimulantis. One  fact
will show how wvaluable to the
licensed trade the sale to children
was : it was customary at many
bars in England to have stands at
the counters high enough to enable
even little children of three or four
years of age to reach Lhe counters
and to supply sweets to them as a
means of making the unfortunate
little creatures long to return to
places they should naturally dread,
knowing so well, as the very youn-
gest do, that the oftencr heer or
whisky 18 brought from the pubhe
house to the home, the greater wall
be their own sufferings and misery
Simultareously with  the promulgie-
tion of this new law—which was, 1
truth  wrung from  an unwilhing
Governmenli—onur bishops wind priests
are cxerlite Lhemselves 1o (he ut-
most. in  Lhe cause of lewiperanee.
and have succeeded in more than one
district in inducing the local mugis-
trates Lo take a step that would
prove highly beneficial 1f unnversally
carried out : the refusal Lo grant any
new liceuse in their district  until
threc old licences shall have dropped
The makers and sellers of ntoxica-
ting liquors, from Lord Acdilann
down, are the wealthicst part of the
community : as a rule they are un-
scrupuloug  as regavds  eserything
that conduces to the prosperity of
their trade. Then there 15 the law
known as ‘ The Dona Fide Travel-
lers Act,” which simply means that
there is simply noe sueh thmg as
closed bars in the vprincipal cilies
and their suburbs on Sundays, the
workman’s free day. A man has bul
to take a threc mile train drive or
ride a like distance on o Lram, or
pretend he has done so, and he can
drink as he likes ; public houses and
hotels are at every corner, open and
tempting, so that the wonder in, nol
that we have so much drunkenncss
in Ireland, bhut that, thank CGod,
there is so much sobriely and so
little erime. Every tempilation that
can be held out to our men and
women to DLecome drunkards is held
out to them, for the taxes arc more
urgently needed every day, money
must be found, and mnothing birngs
such a contribution to tihe Imperial
Treasury as the intoxicating liquors
tax, so no wonder that there is ex-
cess in  drinking, in spite of all
efforts made by those who have the
moral welfare of the people at heart.

An Incentive Lo Dirink.

Some time algn,L whben opening o
new Temperance Hall ior boys, Mr.
John Dilion, AM.T°,, dwelt at length
on the wonderful work, the miracu-
Toug  work, achicved v pre-faumine
days, by Father Mathew, wien three
nullions of people took the pledge
from the apostics own hands, and
mtemperance practically vanished
from the land Dut Mr  Iullon for-
ol (o dwell upon certain facts that
oceurred during  those faimne vears,
when the people were weah and worn
out from the awful privations Lhat
seht nearly half of the Irish of those
days to the grave. He forgot, 1
speaking of the partial relapse back
into drunken habits, to tell how,
when at last relief works were estah-
lished througheut the e¢ountry and
employvment  gaven {o the starving
people, the Gowvernment drew  mto
the Treasury thewr quola of every
shiling that had been subseribed by
public charity. They granted licen-
ces  allowing public houses Lo be es-
tablished beside or in every  pay
office throughout Ircland, so that
when Lhe hungry men received Lheiv
small wages—for which many had
walked, fasting, 10, 12, 14 miles—
there at hand wag the cheap whisky,
tempting them to warm theiv poor
hearts  and  bhodies, so weak and
famushed that it was next 1o an -
possibilily they should be able to
resist what was placed before their
ByCs Thus hegan Lhe poarlial, hut
only partial, falling away from
Tather Mathew's hlessing to Ireland,
and so it has continued : licences
epranted out of all proportion 1o Llhe
public nants or wishes. Let us hope
that o strict watch will be hept now
upon child messengers by those in-
terested in the real welfare of the
country. It is difficult to win back
the drunkard, but al least much
might be done in lhe way of preven-
tion, and one excellent rule has boeen
in operation for scveral years 11
in  wvarious Catholic dioceses . all
Loys and girls prepating  for the
Sacrament of Confirmalion are, if
possible, induced to take the total
abstinence pledge  until the age of
Lwelly-one,

Yot winle there is o certain
amonnt of nusery n ths country Lo
e aserthed to deimk, what Treland
would he but for its banclful cileets
may be imagined when we learn that
m spite of the fact Lhat the JTaws
are  far more rigidly coforeed here
Lthan on England, 1t has been found
HOCCHHATY within the last  throe
monthy to elose no less than  six
county gaols on account of the total
ahsence of crime in the districlts 1o
which these gaols helonged Hoere,
surely, is a circimmstance worth re-
cording.,

And yet the Coercion Acl has heen
revived, simply because moen do what
Lthe wvery greatest lawyers say  they
hivve a legal right to do  combine,
for their own mutual benefit and pro-
tection, in order to obinin the pas-
sy of an Act of Parliament  for
compulsory sale of agricullural  es
tates to the accupying tenants,  a
movement  into  which My, T W,
Russell, M T, has thrown Thimself
heart  «and  soul,  though he 18 o
Urnionist and a former member  of
the Cabinot.

The ITand Question.
The following was asked in T'arlin-

ment on the night of the 27th inst.
Whether the Chief Secrctary for Ire-
labd is aware that *a number of
land agents {rent cellectors) in Tre-
land have formed o society for  Lhe
purpose of preventing the Land Pur-
chase clauses of the various Land
Acts  becoming  operative. and  for
the protection of their own  vested
interests, and that an  estate has
been sold in the County Cavan by a
landlord (Lord Morley) to a syndi-
cale of land agentls, some of whom
arc members of tlus association, for
£23,000, atthough  the  tenants
ofiered him £30,000 for it ; and will
a clause be inserted in lhe Bill re-
ferred to in the King's specch for

facilitating Lhe sale of land in Ire-
land, giving the tenanls in occupa-
tion the right of pre-empilion’ :when
i landlord wishes to sell his estate,
such as a landlord at present  en-
Joy¥s under the Land Act of 1881,
when w tenant wishes Lo sell his in-
Lerest in the farm.”

The above question refers to  Lhe
sale of Lord Morley’s estate which,
1t s attirmed, took place under the
crireumstances hientioned,

It 1% announced thal the tenanis
on a considerable property in Mayo,
the U'Grady estate, have arranged
with their landlord for the purchase
of their holdings on the same terms
as those on which the Dillon tenants
purchnsed some time ago, namely,
173 years purchase. Taking into
consideration  the possibilities  of
land at the present day, this is con-
sidered o fawr price by those who
realiy understand such matters.

Since the opening of Parliament,
the [Irish  landlords have declared
that they will fight to ihe last, un-
less Government is  willing to give
them 27 yeuars purchase, or a sum of
meney equal to 34 per cent. on their
own computation of the fall value of
land to them ; that is, not allowing
anything whatscever cut of the full
rents charged the tenants except the
hare cost of colleeting those rents.
In view of the yearly increasing de-
preciation  in the value of produce
from land, this is an impossible sum
for the farmer to pay, so the land-
lords’ uitimatum, as it now stands,
means no surrender.

This is the time of year when
bank directors mecet their sharehol-
ders and place hefore them reports
from which the public can draw a
very fair idea of the general finan-
cial condition of the country. Re-
porty have just been issued by the
National Bank of Ireland, the Pro-
vincial Bank of Ireland, the Hiber-
nian DBank, and others, as well as
by the various railway companies,
and the deduction to be drawn from
these reports is that the past year
has becn a very bad one for an agri-
cultural country : less land has been
under cultivation for food products ;
o dry summer caused almost o hay
fiunme ; the prices of cattle and
sheep have fallen, and, in fact, free
trade is causimg heavy reductions in
the all-round profits of town and
country a bad state of things in
face of war estimates, and a sad
look-outl for  our small farmers in
view of the Irish landlords’  wulti-
matum, swhich, however, men who
profess 1o hnow both classes well,
sad nust be and willk be considerably
modhiied m a year or so.

Ixperts.

T hase more than once made vory
disrespectful  remarks  upon  those
CEaperts T {(with o very capital E),
w0 many of whom flood this afllicted
land, draw large salaries out of the
taxes, and ecarn Lheir money by con-
stantly declaining in public and in
private aboul the crass ignorance of
the Irish farmer and the wonders
that are 1o  ensue when the day
comes that these ignorant, obsti-
nate, obtuse farmers adopt their, the
C Experts',” plans for making hay, at
all evenis !

I am disrespectiul to these *ex-
perts " because I thave known So
many in private life and have heard
such comical ideas put forth by men
who have suddenly left a city and
some  cmployment eminently calcu-
lated not to make them judges of
counlry matters, Lot us say, a man
has been & London-born manufac-
turer of paper Dbags. By some
chance, he has interest and obtains a
place under the Board of Agriculture
for Treland. Presto ! He 15  an
‘expert ' in cattle, poullry, horses,
farming in general. He goes along
in a country district and sees hay-
cocks in a meadow at the eond of
July. * Here’'s the slip-shod Trish
farmmer for you! He should have
had that hay ricked six weeks ago!
No wonder farmers can't pay their
rent 1n this miserable country '’ I
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