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the country. KEverybody sang his .praises and cvervbedy
prophesicd o great and hrilliant career. All the world
knows now how entircly Lord Rosrnery disappointed the
hopes and expestations of his friends.  The hulo with
which his admirers had invested him grew gradually thinner
and thinner, his figore v the pelitical world grew dimmer
and dimmer, and when at last i Qetober 1846 he resigned,
people had almost ceaged to remember that he was the
nominal leader of a greab party in the State. Ilistory
repaats itself, and if Lord Rosesenry should once more
regain the reins of power, what happened in 1894 and 1895
will happen again. But for ourseives, we do not belicve
that L.ord RosEsery will ever be given again the oppor-
tunity of holding office. The ideas he has expressed may
sparkle and glitter in the sun for a time, bt their effect
will nol last. Sooner or later he will be again left to
¢ plough Lis forrow alome,’ and in view of all the facts of
his past career and past performances we do nob really see
that he deserves anything better.

Notes

The Church and the Toiler.

The Rev. Father John, C.P., is now delivering a series of Len-
ten discourses in Adelaide, and in many of them has set forth with
admirable luoidity and distinetnees the attitnde which the Church-
maintains, and has always maintained, with respect to sseial quest
tions, and especially that ong dealing with Labor. Tke rights ¢
Labor are well summed up in the second clause of the preamble to
the Cobstitution of the American Kupighis of Labor *The wor-
kers of every land should have the full enjoyment of the wealth
they create. sufficient leisure in which to develop their intellectual,
moral, and social faculties ; all of the benefite, recreations, and
pleasnres of asscciation; it & word—everythiny to enable them to
share the gains and honors of advancing civilisation,” Our Holy
Father, Leo XIIL, in the *Conditions of Labor, says: ‘Man is
older than the State, and holds the right of providing for the life of
the hody prior to the formation of the State’ 'This implies the pos
gession of property, and hence the Bocialism which deniex the
right of private possession is wrong. But the individualism that
affirms the absoluteness of the right of private possession is also
wrong, becauise the possession is subject ta a condition, St. Thomes
of Aquinas teaches that ‘it is lawful for a man to hold private
property, and it is also necessary for the carrying on of human
life, but that he should consider his cuiward poscessions mot his
own, but ae common to all, 80 a8 to share them without difliculty
when others need” The Socialism which would destroy the right
of possession to, say, & home, stands condemned in contradistinetion
to the Socialism which strives not only for the right of the toiler to
live, but also for his right to independence as a man and a Chris-
tian. Justice dictates that every man has a claim to the frnit of
his toil. Thke produce of Jahor is the natural recompenee of iabor ;
the property which every man has in Lis own labor, as:t is the
original foundation of all other property, is sacred,

*

The Church ever teaches that the laborer is worthy of his hire,
He does not nlways receive it. *If a man will not worls, neither let
him eat,’ quotes the Rev. Father; ‘hut if a man work and be
cheated of his wages, as the moilers of the modern Moloch of
Tabordom arve, then up to the ever-listcning ears of the Eterpal
shudders & wail for the vesgeance that sooner or later will fali
with a thunder-crash of withering woe,' The moiler ix not only
entitled in strict justice to the fruit of the sweat of his brow, heis
entitled to o wage sufficient {0 keep him from the stress of waut,
Leo XIII. in his Encyclical says : * If through necessity the work-
man accepts harder conditions beenuse an employer will give him
nn beiter, he is the victim of force and injastice, And again:
¢ Therefore no man can contract to work so many hours and so
many days a week as fo render it Impostible for him to
live a Christian and a human life,’ and wherever the general
interest of any particular class suffers, or is threatened
with evils that can in no way be met, the public authority
must sbep in and meek them, The Church consistently puts theee
doctrines inlo cffeet. Cardipal Maoning's name in England,
Mermillod’s in Switzerland, Bishop Von Keunter's in Germany, those
of the Abbes Pottier and Mellaerts in Belgium, Abbe Lichaux’s in
France, all testify to the unwearying interest of the Church in the
welfare of the toiler. In Belgium the Democratic League includes
over 300 societics on the study of economic and social problems, and
possesses a membership of many more than 100,000, In France
there are countless clubs, each presided over by a priest, and all for
the regulation of the laborery’ lot, An Archbishop of Madrid

advocated the Labor cause, and soon bad an organisation of over 30
cluba of agrioultural laborers with 12,000 members. In Germany
Father Kolping, once a shoemaker, organised journeymen’s clubn,
and aoon enrolled $0,000 members. The worker and the employedd.
bave duties ane to another, and it is only when these daties are dis-
charged according to the spirit of Christianity that eonfliot betveen
labor and capital ceases,

A ¢ Beer ’ Strike.

In several localities in Awustralia recently strikes bave been
orgarised. in some cases sucoessfully. against the price of liguor,
notahly beer. The warkmen of Part Pirie, near Adelaide, refrained
in a body from visiting the hotels nntil their demands were aaceded
to, and in & short time were able to record a victory a1l along the
line, This is one of the cases in which victory is more disastrons
than defeat, hut nevertheless, fired with the success obtained at
Port Pirie, the miners of Kadina embarked upon a similar course
of resistance to the demands of the publicans. A mass meeting
was held at five o'clock on Saturday, February 22, and it was atben-
ded by hetween two and three hundred miners, The meeting was
at first threatened with collapse, owing to the presence of some
emisgnries of the publicans, who attempted to create a disturbance,
But one guiet-looking fellow tendered to them a recommendation
to * All they who do thenk defferent to we to lave the meetin') and
they folded their tens like the Araband silently stole away. Then the
meeting got down to business, and passed the following resclution :
“T'his meeting pledges itself to refrain from drinking at Kadinahotels
until all drinks are reduced ta prices ruling at Moonta,"! A deputa-
tion of six was formed to wait upon the publicans and submit the
resolution to them. At eight o'clock the meeting resnmed, when the
deputation reported that their mission had beer abortive, The
crowd quietly dispersed, determined and resolute, Groups of rober
men, quietly discussing the situation, wers to be seen up till 11
o'clock at night in the streets, and although the affair was at first
entered into by many as & huge joke, a3 the evening wore on, the
still empty and deserted bars and tap-rooms indicated the earnest-
ness of the strikers, At latest advices the strike had not terminated
but there could be no doubt of the result if the strikers remained
united, Perhaps, and this might be carnestly desired, the * strike’
might last long enough to ieach the miners that they would be
much better off without the liguor, and convicee them that under
the circumstances it wonld be too dear at any price.
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CTHERL'S nothing like a little judicious levity.

R, L. BTEVEXSON.
Demosthenes Jar,

One of the proudest moments in the histery of our family was
that when our heir apparent made the anunouncement that * the
teacher bad learned him to recite! Most homes, I koow, have this
happy experience. But it can ooly be in a modified way, because,
though T s1y it myaelf, there {s no other boy in the Colony that can
recite iike our Heory. IIis mother seems delighted with his aceom-
plishment. Give her only the opportanity, and she has him giving
a foll-dress rehearsal, There was o rehearsal for me—a gcore of
them. There was one for the people opposite, and another for the
people next door, and another for the peopls near Dooley's, and
ancther for the policeman, and another for Mr, Ryan, and another
for the man that comes to examine the gas meter. And there were
others. The boy appeared to like it for the fret hundred times ox
so, but it was evident that a the end of the second day the business
was beginning to strike him as somewitat monotonous,

*

The greatest day of all was the one when our esteemed parish
priest called, Mother ran out to the back and called ‘ Hen-r-r-ry !
a few times with a rising inflection. Heury came at last, and after
having the footprints of his last piece of bread and jam obliterated
from around bis mouth with the aid of a damp pad of flannel, and
his hair plastered to his poll with & wet brush, except one little re-
calcitrant tuft near the crown, which insisted on standing up like
n demoralised tussock with a grievance, he was ushered in to speak
his piece for the priest, His repertoire consists of *The warrior
bowed,' * The boy stood on,’ and & pieca in which a good little bor
says: ‘She's somebody’s mather, boys, you know. This constitute A
an embarras de vichesss, There was no earthly reason why he
should tell all about'The boy that ‘stood on,and eay nothing
about ‘ The warrior' that‘ bowed, snd he couldn't in politeness,
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