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A METEORIC STATESMAN.
P

&\ ) INCE the delivery of his now famous speech at

Chesterfield and his more recent utkerance at
(;lasgow the name of Lord Rosesery has been
more or less on everybody’s lips, and no other
fignure hus loomed quite so large on the horizen
of Ttuperial politics as his, He has certainly
had a magnificent opportunity. He could not
possibly bave chosen » mere fitting and favor-
able time for Lis re-entry inte poluical life, The great
Liberal party had sunk in o a state of almost hopeless col-
lapse—disunited, disiracted, dispirited, without real leader
or really definite policy, luoking vainly avound for someone
who would tell them what to do, sound oue clear bugle note,
and lead them once again with fresh life into the fruy.
When, thercefore, Lord Rosenery anoounced Lis intention
to deliver a speech and outline o Liberal programme and
policy, the whole party kindled with fresh eathasiasm and
fresh hope.  Now at last they huve got a leader, and after
he bad spoken the party would ence more fecl itgelf a parey
with a power, a policy, a purpose of its own. No leader
ever lad a beller chance given him of reviving and 1e-
nnitiog o defeatwrd army and of restoring its former glory
aud its old prestige.

*

How did Lord Rosipeny use this greab opportanity 7
He did precisely what anyone who hus watched or read his
political carcer cenld have safely predicted Le wonld do. He
spoke with the case and clegance and charming felicity of
phrase, of which be is eo great o master.  He said w great
many things thab were clever and to the point. Ia his
criticism of the Government he made some preboy rapler-
pliy and some Lelling bits. On his own side he avoded
witl great tact the snares and difficnlties that were in his
way, and spared no effort to dance his political egg-dance
without breaking a single egg.  He lilled his address with
judiciots und carefully-balauced compromises, s thay, as
someone afterwards sald, everyone got something and ne one
got everything that they cxpected. When he had to indalge
—as he frerqueatly did—in mere gencralities and pleasing
platitudes, he dressed them up with sueh literary grace that
they were easily taken for words of decpest wisdom, 1
hearers were, to begin with, not only sympathetic but enthu-
flustic, 5o that he had no difficulty in working up a grea$
deal of histrionic excitemient.  Me carried his audience =o
completely with him that ab one stage of the weeiing, we
are told, & nnmber of those on the pltform jnmped to their
feet and wildly waved their hats to give further emphasis to
their cheers and applause,

*

For the time, indeed, it scemed as if the oralor had
accomplished a'l the great things that were expected of Lim,
1 he speezh was received with a tolerably gereral chorns of
approval and ahmost of acclaim.  That particnlar section of
the Liberal party known as the Liberal Imperialists—botter
known in the House of Commous slang as the Liberal Jwps
—were carried into the seventh heaven of delight. ¢\ new
era has dawned,” writes one in his delirium, ¢ for Lle nation
and for the party of progress. It is impossible to imagine
any more spieedid fate for Lord Rosmpiry than that he
should lead us out of the Slough of Despond and bring us
once meore into the ways of national greatness. e has
the heart and mind, the voice and the spacious imaginution
for the Lighest things. 1lis banner shall not he furied Lut

in the hour of victory.” Mosl of the great London dailies,
though of course not so extravagans, stili expressed warin
approval of the speech. The Duaily Telegrapl thovght that
¢ Lord RosEBERY had risen to the very heivht of his oppor-
tunity.! ¢ We shall not be accused of fivoritsm,” wrote the
Dreity Aadl, © when we state the simp’e lues thay Lord Fos-
Ry amply justified his reputation, nnd proved that, as in
former times of difficulty, our conntvy hay produced a
statesman.” And even the London Yiomes, nsnaliy nonemo-
tional enough, declavred *that Londt Rosesuny bhad risen
with rare completeness to the level of w gicet ocvasion)’
*

But the after effect of a specch is the lyne test of its
greatness, and the time that has clupsed since Lord kosz-
nERY’s fivst effort hag shawn how delusive was the hope that
he or his speeches wonld cffect anything in the nature of o
revolution or do anything whatever to rehabilitate Lsberal-
iz in England. In the first pluce the speech itself, though
it was undoubtedly great us an oratorical cffort, was, so far
as its matter was comcerned, a signal failure. On close
analysis it was found to consist either of mere cmpty cateh-
phrases—such a8 the watch-word of “efficiency ” which was
in no special sense a Liberal watch-word, and would gerve
equally well ag a battle-ory for any party under the sun—or
else of very thinly-veiled Conservatism, The specch was,
inn fact, as a German paper cleverly put it, only CHAMBER-
LAY in & special and superfine edition. Instead of re-
invigorating the Liberal party Lord RospeEry betrayed it.
To huve followed his lead would bave been to abandon the
fundamental principles and most honored traditions of
Liberalism, an:l to fall back <o the very Toryism which they
were organiscd o oppose.  No wonder the great bulk of the
party will have none of Lord Rosssery. HEven if the
speech bad been o greater one than it was it would still
have been a comparative failure becanse Lord RoSepery
has not known how to follow it up after his first success.
Instead of promptly calbng a meesing and pubting himself
at the head ot the party, he contented himself with issuing
an authorised edition of his speecl; with the following
appeal :—

« My policy appears to have received a large meed of
general approval.  But political epinion to be effective must
be organised—political cnergy muost work and entrench. T
want some of this spade-work on behalf of this policy, or
clse the wave of popular adhesion will be lost in space.’

No true leader would speak like that. If spade-work
was Lo be done he would knrow that it was hig place to grasp
the implement and make vhe first stars. The real leader
gays, * Come ou, T will lead you;” Lord RosEnERY says, * go
oun, [ will follow.” But a *leader’ who follows will never
revive or rebuild any party.

*

We have nob yet said anything about Lord RoseBerY’s
change of front on the Home Rule question and his attempt
to induce the [ibersl party to make such a dishozest and
dishonorable breach of fuith with the Irish people, and we
live not space to deal with it mow. We regret this the
less becanse we do not believe it will make the stighbest
difference lo the ultimate success of the cause what Lord
ioserery may think or say, lLooking at his prospe:ts
guite impartially and apart altogether from our feeling at,
his having torned renegade on this great (uestion, we do
not believe that the future holds uny great career fcr Lord
loSEBERY as o stalzsman. He is undoubtedly a gifted
man.  Ile Las plenty of ability and of political imagi-
nativn, and as a pleasing and persnasive speaker he has
probably no rival in the United Kingdom. DBut he has one
absolutely fatal defect. Ile has not the nerve and will-
power and force of character, without which no one can
ever be a successful lender. ITe can make very beautiful
flights, bat they arve always shorb-lived. He i3 like a
meteor, flashivg with brillimnee one moment, vanished from
gight the next. Or to vary the metaphor, his * points”
and hig pace are excellent, and he does his prcliminary
canter in a way that avouses the wildest enthustasm, bot he
has not sufficient ‘staying-power’ to ever get home in the
race,

*

All this is not mere mutter of persousl opinton ; it ig
the inevitable inference from the admitted facts of his life.
In March of 1894 Lord RosUBERY was received as Premier
with an almost universal chorus of acclamation throughout
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