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ANTRIM,.—Successiul Bazaar.

The Good Shepherd bazaar
(writes a Belfast correspondent) has
resulted in the receipt of over L£7478
for the funds of the convent which is
to benefit by the enterprise. 1t is
often a matter of marvel that in so
poor a country as Ireland funds for
religious and charitable purposes can
be so easily raised and in such vast
amount.

Terrible Catastrophe.

One of the most terrible accidents
in the annals of the city of Belfast
occurred on Monday morning, Janu-
ary 20, on the premises of the
Smithfield Flax Spinning Company,
the front of which takes up the

eater portion of one side of Smith-
gzld market, while the main portion
of the building, where the calamity
occurred, extends rearward for some
distance towards North street. The
building is a four-storey omne, the
ground floor and third floor being a
preparing room, the third a spinning
room, and the topmost of all as a
reeling room. The accident occurred
about half-past nine o’clock, when,
it is to be presumed, most of the
hands were busily engaged in their
daily occepations. At that hour,
without any warning to the unfortu-
nate people inside, at least 20 feet
of the outside wall gave way from
top to bottom, and fell with a tre-
mendous crash on to the smaller out-
Ybuilding, the rcof of which was com-
pletely  demclished, The floors,
heavy in themselves, for they are all
made of a composition of brick and
concrete, supported by iron heams,
were still further burdened by an im-
mense mass of wmachinery, and de-
prived of their outside support ; the
entire three fell almost simul-
taneously with. the wall, making a
complete gap in the centre of the
building and depositing hundreds of
tons of bricks, concrete, machinery,
and iron beams on to the ground
floor. Then commenced a scene al-
most impossible to describe. The
thickly populated meighborhood,
aroused by the crash, turned out en
masse, and soon the square wWas
filled with weeping mothers and
anxious fathers whose children were
working in the ruined building.
Many were there, too, who came
from curiosity, for the news was
soon gpread abroad, and from all the
surrounding districts men and
women could be seen running to the
scene of disaster. It was at once
realised that the accident was one of
enormous maghitude, for the mill
employs a large number of work-
people, and the fact that that por-
tion of the building was well stocked
with machinery, each of which, of
necessity, would require at least two
attendants, made it at onece pre-
emptory that relief work should be
commpenced at once, The fire brigade
wag, therefore, at once telephoned
for, and three fire escapes and three
ambulances were despatched to the
scene. The men, aided by the em-
ployees of the firm, got to work
with commendable promptness, and
soon the ambulances were journey-
ing backwards and forwards to the
hospital with the injured, 10 victims
being recovered in a very short space
of time. The work of rescue re-
vealed the sad fact that 13 persons
had lost their lives, and that fully
double that number had heen ser-
tously injured.

CORK.—Death of a Solicitor,

On January 18 the sad news was
spread throughout the length and
breadth of Duhallow that Alr. iTenvy
Harte Barry, of Kanturk, one of the
oldest and best-known of southern
solicitors had passed away. De-
ceasedl had reached the ripe old age
of 70 at the time of his death.
Native Music.

An interesting competition is an-
nounced in connection with the com-
ing Cork Exhibition. It has been

decided to offer three prizes of £50,
£30, and £20 respectively, to band-
masgters and other musicians for the
best arrangement, suitable for bands,
gf a selection of native Irish melo-
ies,

DOWN.—The New Member.

Mr. James Woods, who has been
elected member of Parliament in
place of Dr. Rentoul, is a farmer and
also a solicitor. Mr. Woods, in the
latter ecapacity, has figured con-
stantly in the Land Courts as a far-
mer's advocate, and is well-known
throughout Ulster as a sturdy advo-
cate of Lhe temants' interests. Mr.
Woods wag elected at a meeting of
the Ulster ¥armers’ and Laborers’
Union at Saintfield. A great num-
ber of Protestant clergymen took
part in the proceedings. One of
them, the Rev, S. Dickson, the Pro.
testant minister of Saintfield, being
the chairman. Another minister, the
Rev. Mr. Carse, declared that the
farmers and laborers of the consti-
tuency did not require the opinion
either of Mr. Wyndham or the ' News
letter '—the Orange organ of Belfast
—nor yet of the ‘ Northern Whig.’
Mr. Woods, in his speech, declared
himself a Unionist and a Presbyter-
ian, but at the same time an advo-
cate of toleration for all creeds in
Ireland.

DUBLIN.—Death of a Litterateur
The death took place in Dublin of
Mr. John McCall, on January 18, in
the 81st year of his life. The de-
ceased, who was a native of Clon-
more, County Carlow, setiled 1n
Dublin about the year 1843. e
was a distinguished archaeologist
and literatteur, though from his
quiet and unassuming character one
who had not become acquainted with
the fact would hardly have thought
so. He was quite a prolific writer,
and was the author of a number of
standard works,  historical and
cthers. So far back as the year
1840 he contributed stories and
sketchess of his native place to the
' Dublin Journal.’ He also conlri-
buted to the columns of the ‘ Argus,’
the ‘1Irish National GCuard,” the
* Catholic Advocate,” and the Bel-
fast ' People’s Journal ' of that dis-
tant period. The Very Rev. Canon
)’Hanlon received most valuable as-
sistance from him in the compila-
tion of his ‘ Lives of Irish Saints.’
Amongst his published works were a
history of Clonmore, where he was
horn ; ' 'The Life of James Clarence
Mangan,” * The Life of John Mar-
tin,’ and lves of Hughes, L'Es-
trange, and others. He was also for
many long wvears the editor of * Oild
Moore’'s Almanac,” the issuc for the
present vear having been prepared by
him, and also editor of *Purdon’s
Ladies’ and Farmers' Almanac,’ and
not the least interesting of his
numerous works was his ‘ History of
Irish Almanacs,’” in two volumes.

A Strange Sight.

In a quiet back street of Dublin is
the Church of St. Michan’s, and in
il.s vaults one sees perhaps one of
the strangest sights in the country.
Thera lie the bodies of people buried
centuries ago, which, owing to some
curious preservative properties of the
air or soil of that particular place,
never decay. Their skins ‘ tan ' into
a flexible chameis-like leather, The
limbs can be moved about with ease,
the finger nails are perfect, and in
some cases the features are fairly
distinct. 'Thig is especially the case
with the body of a female infant,
which was buried in 1688, ‘There is
in another vault another hody, said
to bs that of a Crusad:x, and in
another one said to he that of a
brother of Xing O'Toole,

Improving the Port,

The Dublin Port and Docks Board
has finally decided to promote a new
Bill in Parliament whereby £650,000
would be spent on improving the
Port of Dublin,

GALWAY.—The New Member.

In the House of Commons imme-
diately after the opening of the ses-

K ‘
sion, Earl Percy asked the First
Lord of the Treasury whether appli-
cation had been made for a warrant
for the arrest of Mr. Arthur Lynch,
member for Galway. Mr, Balfour—
A warrant for his arrest has been
issued under the statute of Queen
Anne, and he will be arrested if he
lands in this country. HRarl Percy—
May 1 ask my right hon. friend
whether, following the precedents in
such matters, the Government in-
tend to move that Mr. Lynch be
summoned to appear ait the Bar of
the House ¥ No answer was given,

Works of Charity,

The late Right Rev. Mopsignor
Madden was Vicar-General otgthe
diocese of Clonfert, and a Domestic
Prelate of his Holiness Leo XIIi.
Though he received a large fortune
under the will of his brother, he de-
voted almost the whole of it to cha~
rity, and died poor. In addition to
the personal estate, the will devised
t‘o him the Madden family estate of
Carton, near Longhrea, in trust for
the priesthood ; but as the mansion
was unsuitable, the foundation wag
removed to Esker College, purchased
for the purpose, and finally to Bal-
hnaslqe, with a view to being near
the Bishop’s seat. Monsignor Mad-
den had several relatives in Austra~-
lia, including Representative Glynn,,
and Doctors Kugene and Robert
Glynn, whose maternal grandmother
was a Madden by birth.

GENERAL.
Government Policy.

Mr. Wyndham, Secretary for Ire-
land, speaking at Dover recently,
sald that it was their duty to pro-
teet minorities, and to bring to jus~
tico law-breakers. He would not lis-
ten on that point to any arguments
ha._scd on mere expediency, but he ad-
mitted the urgency of legislation to
rectify the deplorable conditions of
Iand tenure in Ireland. He declared
that Home Rule and an independent
Parliament were impossibilities. Ire-
land was bound to Great Britain by
ties even closer than those hetween
Lhe colonies and the Motherland,

Irish Linen.

The Germans (says the Dublin
‘ Freeman’s Journal’}) have met
their Jena in one field of Irish man-
ufacture, we are happy to say. Hav-
ing devoted years of enterprise under
a high protective tarif to the pur-
pose of beating Irish linen, they have
given up in despair. They relue-
tantly confess, according to the Ber-
lin correspondent of  the * Daily
News,” that the Reichstag must pro-
vide them with the Irish climate it
they are to compete successfully with
the best products of the Belfast
looms. 1n a petition to the Reich-
stag on the subject of the tariff, the
under-linen manufacturers state, with
regard to the various fruitless at-
ftempts made in Germany to produce
linen equal in quality to Irish linen,
that in former years the opinion was
held that the better quality of the
Belfast linen was due to the superior
methods employed in the manufac-
ture., Now, however, it is known to
be the fact that the quality is to a
conziderable degree attributed to the
peculiarity of the Irish climate. The
comparative warmth and dampness
of the air and the fogs form the
principal  factors in the hleaching
process, which ecannot be made up
for in any way in Germany. The
German linen mills have established
this fact by very expensive and diffi-
cult experiments. One firm brought
over about 20 Irishmen, hoping to
produce a fabric similar to the Irish
linen, but all to no purpose, and
attempts to make up for the want of
natural warmth and fog by a chemi~
cal process similarly failed.

The Municipal Elections.

The Municipal elections, which
came off in January, were contested
mainly this year on political
grounds, with the result that the
Nationalists lost, in many cases
through having too many candidates
in the field, and holding their oppo-

"BEATH AND CO.,

DRAPERS OHRISTOHUROH,

Are worthy of onr Suppart



