
PASSION SUNDAY.
TheSunday beforePalm Sunday is called Passion Sunday, be-

cause from this day theChurch occupies herself exclusively withthe contemplationof thePassion and Death of theSaviour. The
pictures of Christ crucified are covered on this day inmemory of
Hehaving hidden Himself from theJews until His entranceintoJerusalem,no longer showing Himself inpublic (John xi.,54). In
the Massthe Glorybe to theFather,etc., is omitted, becausein theperson of Christ theholy Trinity wbb dishonored.

ST. PATRICK, APOSTLE OF IRELAND.
Therehas been a great differenceof opinonas to thebirthplace

of St.Patrick;a number of writers, however,favoring Armorica,
Gaul. Though brought up in the Christian religion, St. Patricktells us in his celebrated 'Confession

'
that at the age of16 he was

still ignorant of God,which probably means that hehad not yet
attained to that lively knowledge acd ardent love of God which
then began to penetrate his soul. At that periodhe wascarried
into captivity by aband of marauders,who took him over toIre-land and set him to keep the cattle among the forests andmoun-
tains. Here he was exposed tomanyhardshipsandprivations,but
whilehis body Buffered,his soul wasstrengthened by the exerciseofprayer and the frequent consideration of the vanity andemptiness
of earthly things. At the end of six months he succeededby aspecialProvidenceineffecting his escape, and returned tohis own
country. Some yearslater he was again carried off,but recovered
his liberty after twomonths.

MeanwhilePatrick was inspired by God with anardent desire
for the conversion of the inhabitants of that pagan island which
hadbeen the scene of his sufferings,and it was revealed to him,
moreover, thathehimself waschosen for thatglorious work.

On one occasion he beheldinavision the children of Ireland
stretching out their hands to him and imploring1him tocome to
the call,and for some yearshe devotedhimself to prayer andstudy
in preparationfor the workof the apostolate. Alter receiving the
sacred orders of deacon,priest,and bishop in his own country,as
he himself tellsus, Patrick set out for Rome to implore from Pope
Celestine his blessing on the work whichhe bad undertaken. The
holy Pontiff received him with paternal affection,and bestowed
uponhim his apostolic benediction,together with full powers for
theprosecutionof his mission. He thenBet out onhis return, A.D.
432. and undeterred by the remonstrances of his friends andrela-
tives,crossed over to the land of his former captivity whichGodhadgiven him for his inheritance.

During the 28 years of his laborious apostolate, St.Patrick
penetratedinto almost every part of Ireland. Wheiever he wenthe
erected churches andmonasteries,and ordained priests andbishops
to minister to the wants of his converts. He established his Epis-
copalSee at Armagh, where he had built a monastery,and where
thePrimacy has alwaysremained inhonor of Ireland's apostle.

ST. GABBIEL, ABCHANGEL.
St.Gabriel was theArchangelsent to theProphetDanieltoex-

plain his visions and tocommunicate to him theprophecy of the
seventy weeks. Also toZacharias, toannouncetohim the futurebirth
of John theBaptist. Sixmonthsafterwardshewaß senttoNazareth
to announceto theBlessedVirgin Mary thebirthof Jesus Christ.

ST. JOSEPH, PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH.
St.Joseph, the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and foster-

father ofJesus Christ, was of the tribe of Juda and of the family
of David. He wasa simpleartisan, and was instructedby anangel
concerning themystery of theIncarnation. He appears for the last
time in the Gospel whenhe goes to seek with Mary the child Jesus
in the midst of the doctors at Jerusalem. Veryprobably he was
dead whenChristbegan topreach the Gospel. PopePius IX.estab-
lished St.Josephaspatronsaintof theUniversalChurch.

ST. CTRIL OF JERUSALEM.
St. Cyril,a Father of the Church, was born at ornearJeru-

salem about the year315. He was ordainedpriest in 345 by Bishop
Maximus,who also intrusted him with the charge of theCatechu-
mens, and in his stead appointed him preacher to thepeople. In
350 Cyril succeeded Maximusin the See of Jerusalem,and was con-
secrated by Acacius of Cassarea. This Acacius,a bitter Arian,soon
becamea severeenemy and persecutor of Cyril, andin358 procured
his depositionand exile from Jerusalem. Cyril was restored by the
Council of Seleuciain359,but, at theinstigation of Acacius,hewas
banished again, thenext year,by Constantius. On the accession of
Julian,Cyril returned to Jerusalem. The Emperor Valens,in367,
"gain banished Cyril fromhis see, and only after eleven years was
he allowed to return. In 381 he assisted at the SecondGeneral
CouncilatConstantinople. He diedin386, aftera troubled episco-
pateof 35 years,16 of which werespent inexile.
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Friends at Court
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

March 16, Sunday.
—

Passion Sunday.„ 17, Monday.— St.Patrick, Apostleof Ireland.„ 18, Tuesday.— St.Gabriel, Archangel.„ 19, Wednesday.— St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal
Church.„ 20, Thursday.— St.Cyril of Jerusalem,Bishop, Confessor,
andDoctor.„ 21, Friday.— St. Benedict,Abbot.„ 22, Saturday.— SevenDolors of the BlessedVirginMary.

Itdoes,however, givemesincere pleasureto seein this demon"
stration theevidence that you,andthe many others associatedwith
you in this testimonial, appreciate the work which Catholic
journalism is endeavoring todo. The Catholic paper,properly and
efficiently conducted,has been variously describedas" the catechism
Of the twentiethcentury,' " the people's teacher and guide,'

'
the

priest'sassistant,' 'an insurance policy on the faithof every mem-
ber of thehousehold,1 Pope Leo XIII. has Bpoken of 'the provi-
dential mission of the press.' And Bishop vonEetteleraptly said
some time ago that if St. Paul wereto come to life again he would
publish a Catholic paper as a means of doing good.

—
(Applause.)

Our elementary schools are for children up to certain standards;
our secondary schools see our budding youth through their teens;
but the churchpaper, rightly regulated,is a school for persons of
every age.— (Applause.)

In the course of your address you have touched upon an
important function whioh the Catholic paper is called upon to
exeroise in countries of mixedreligion,such as these

—
the function

of exposition anddefence. In suchcountries theCatholicChurch
is,more than any other,made the target of misrepresentation and
oalumny. And thus it has frequently fallen tomy lot toplay the
usefulpartof a literary broomandendeavor tobrush awaysundry
cobwebs that early prejudices and lack of acquaintancewith the
factsof our positionhadspuninoddcornersof thebrainsof critics
and accusers.

—
(Applause.)

Except in the caseof acertainclassof noisomeimpostorsof bad
antecedents,suchmisrepresentationsalmost invariablyspring from
ignorance of our teachings and practices, very seldom,Iam con-
vinced, from mere wantonness orconsciousmalice. The Catholic
paper servesina quietway the causeof peace and good-willamong
men by showing that the ancient Church is not the familiar old
Btage bogie that she is sometimes represented to be, tricked out
withhorns and tail and cloven hoof.—(Laughter.) Ihope, inci-
dentally, tohave Bhown that people can differ ina gentlemanly
way,and that the due defence andexposition of truthcan be made
without rancor,and without needlessly wounding the reasonable
susceptibilities of any manly and honorable opponent. For the
rest,Icanonly claim thatIhavesteered the N.Z. Tablet alonga
straightforward course, and that Ihave not allowed it to be a
mediumto attack and outrage the religious sentimentsof peopleof
other creeds.

—
(Prolonged applause). These things, however, are

of the ABC of honorablereligious journalism, and Ihavenomore
idea of claiming specialcredit for them thanIshouldforkeeping
out of the lock-up.
Itis now 52 yearssince the first Catholic paper issuedin Austra-

lasia saw the light of publication. They nownumber twelve, and
there areseveral excellentCatholic magazines besides. AndIspeak
with reference to theN.Z. Tablet when Istate that taken alto-
gether our publications have no rivalsin sire and literary quality
in the religious journalism of Australaeia. Muchhas been achieved
inCatholicperiodical literature inAustralasia during thepast half
century, and especially during the past ten years. But much
remains yet to be done, andIam convinced that there is a bright
and promising future before Catholicjournalism inthese colonies.

—
(Applause.) Ilook confidently to the day when the trueplace of
the religious paper inecclesiasticalwork will bemorefully realised;
when the Church will takeit under her wing and makeit, as
recognised a part of her many activities asthe convent and the
Bchool, with the submarine cable and the overland telegraph as its
handmaids. Theapoetolateofthepressisa great factor in the Catholic
life of Belgium andGermany. Itis a featureof thenewawakening
inFranoe. Itwill come in its fullness upon us here inG-od's good
time. And it willhavea great field for the best work that, under
theChurch's moredirect guidance, itcan do. Inconclusion Father
Cleary referred in complimentary terms to the active interest which
Bishop Verdondisplays in the workof the Catholic newspaper, and
cordially thanked his Lordship for his constant kindness, and
expressed a deep sense of his obligation to the goodness of his
friendsamong thepriesthoodand thelaity of the Colony.

A vote of thanks tohis LordshipBishop Verdon for presiding
brought the proceedings to a close. Great numbers of those
present remained in the hall after themeeting for thepurpose of
personally saying good-bye to Father Cleary and wishing him
pleasant times in the land of his birthand a safe return to New
Zealand.

At the twenty-second annual meetingof the H.A.G.B. Society
(N.S.W.) district) in Sydney the secretary in his annual report
said :— We have extreme pleasure in expressing' how successful
have been our efforts in furthering the Society's interests, and
with what satisfactoryresults our year's work has been crowned.
Memberswillbe gratified to see the progreßß Bhown, thematerial
advancement,numerically and financially, made during the year
1901, We Beem with the dawnof the new century togather fresh
impetus, to take a forwardmovement,and with renewedvigor,and
the activitybornof the desire to be up and doing,haveexceeded
our most sanguine expectations. The increase in new members
during the yearhas been very marked,no less than 1119 having
been admittedby initiation,while 39 were admittedbyclearance,
totalling 1158, allowing for 214 whose membership ceased through
all causes,this leavesa net increaseof944, the totalmembership(in-
cluding 106 ladies) being 3581. The district funeral fund has a
credit balance of £7328 5s 7d, and the management fund £253 12s
Bd, while the total assets to the credit of the district stand at
£8064 14s Bd. The increasein the funeral fund amounts to £860
16s 9d, whichmust be regarded as very satisfactory. The returns
frombranchesbeingnow complete,we areable to reportverysub-
stantial progress, their funds showing the creditable increase of
£1575 3s lid for theyear,the total funds now to their creditbeing
£8695 16s sd. The funds of thedistrict and branches stand thus :
Total district funds, £8064 14s 8d;total branch funds, £8695 16b
6d;grand total, £16,760 11s Id;inorease for year in totaldistrict
funds, £933 16b 8d;inorease for yearin total branch funds, £1575
3s lid; total inoreaaefor year, £2509 0s 7d.
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