
TheSchool andCharacter.
President Roosevelt (whose name, by the way we mustpronounceRose-ze-velt) seems tohave a fairly strong workingcapital of that B

Good sense, which only is thegift of heaven,
And thoughno science, fairly worth the seven.

He sees through stone wallsandirondoors, at least as far asyouraverageshrewdandobservant citizen,andhas'sizedup/on Catholic lines, the place of religion in education in a waywhich ought to be an example to the puny legislatorsof these
colonies who fear to touch a difficulty which Canada,England,Scotland, and even Prussia have settled inaperfectly satis-factory way. 'We must cultivate the mind,' said PresidentRoosevelt recently in an address to the Long Island BibleSociety;'butitisnotenoughonlytocultivate the mind. With
education of the mindmust go thespiritualteachingwhich willmakeus turn the trained intellect togoodaccount. It is anadmirablething,amostnecessary thing, to haveasoundbody.It is an evenbetter thingtohaveasound mind. But infinitely
betterthaneither is to have that for the lack of whichneither
sound mindnorasoundbodycan atone—character. Characteris in the long run the decisive factor in the lifeof individualsandof nationsalike. Sometimes, in rightlyputting the stress
thatwe do upon intelligence,we forget the fact that there is
somethingthat counts more. It is a good thing tobeclever,
to be able and smart;but it is a better thing to have thequalitiesthat find their expression in the Decalogueand theGolden Rule. It is a good and necessary thingto beintelli-
gent;it is abetter thing to be straight and decent andfear-
less.'

And so say all of us. But to form character along the
lines of the Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule, the
gentle influencesof religionmust surround andmouldthemind
and heart of the child, not for a hurried, and, perhaps,
perfunctory, drowsy, and unwilling half-hour or hour on
Sunday, but during the whole course of those highly impres-
sionable years thatare passedby our rising generationin the
school. There has been of late years a markedrevulsionoffeelingamong the leadersof thoughtandpubliclifein America
in favor of religionin the school. We hopethat it will shortly
be imported toNew Zealand.

MORE 'STUFFING' STATISTICS.

Hanky-panky
There is, of course,room for diabolicalintervention in thecase of spiritism. But as regards '

manifestations' through
the agencyof mediums, they are simplysteeped in fraud. Allthe really verified

'
manifestations' that have been brought

underour noticeare producedby sundry electric contrivances
that it is not necessary tospecify here,bits of cheap and some-timesabsurdly simple mechanism, ridiculouslyeasy sleight,or
by what is called'hanky panky,' orbyprestidigitation. Mostof the rapping, tying, handcuff, sealedbag,sealed knot, and
such-likeexhibitions represent conjuring of so clumsy a kind
that, if honestly given as sleight-of-hand, they would not betoleratedby an audienceof rustics in the bar of awayside inn.
We havetime andagain,inprivate life,exposed the wilesand
ways of the spook-medium, and expressed regret that the
many Catholic writers who have dealt ex-professo with this
noisome class of impostors, did not, beforecommitting their
productions to print, consult some first-class conjuror, and
exhibit a reasonable hesitancy about accepting as verifiedfact all the wild stories told by enthusiastic witnesses about
this or thatmedium'ssupposedmarvellouspowers. For—eventaking themost reliable witness—there isa worldof difference
between the « method

'
of a conjuringtrick and what is called

its 'effect.' The best efforts of the most 'powerful' of theordinary mediums are far surpassed by any smart conjuror,
andareputcompletelyin theshade by the wonders of the artof modern'whitemagic' as displayedin the splendidexhibi-
tionsgiven by Maskelyne and Cooke in the Egyptian Hall,
Piccadilly(London). Itis theconjuror, and not the theologian
or even the detective, that is best qualified to judge whether
particular cmanifestations' are (as they commonly are) the
outcomeof fraud on thepart of the medium, or ofspirits called"fromthe vastydeep'—

Of calling shapesandbeck'ning shadowsdire,
Andairy tongues that syllablemen's nameß.

Theillusions of the Davenport brothers have long been welknown to the conjuring fraternity. Their famous
'
cabine

illusion'may be orderedat any good conjuring depot, but itlike the others, is about as antiquatedas the " flyingcage
'
andthe 'wizard's supper,' and, for that reason, is no longer

exhibitedon the present-day stage. And yet in the issue ofCkambers's Encyclopedia that was published last year an
article on

'Spiritualism* (the proper name is Spiritism) theDavenport sleights are set forth in an exaggerated way andsolemnly put forward as preternatural performances! Thearticle,by the way, is written, not by an adept in conjuring,
butbyone who seems to have swallowed the whole Spiritistic
position withoutso much as a savoringgrain of salt.

The Church's Attitude.
The position of the Catholic Church with regard toSpiritism is soon told, (1) The Church recognises the factthat intercourse between disembodiedand non.embodiedintel-ligences or spiritsand peopleliving in the body upon theearthis not alonepossible,but hasactually taken place,as is proved

by many passages of the sacred Scriptures. But (2) theChurch strictly forbids thepractices ofSpiritism. She requires
her children to take no part in them, forbids them to bepre-
sent at stances, or to consult mediums. These things, be itknown, are but the moderncounterpartof the oldpagan Greek
practiceot necromancyandof those attempts toconjure up thespirits of the deadwhich werecondemned with such severity inthe Old Dispensation. 'Neither let there be found amongyou,' said the great leader of Israel, 'anyone that consulteth
soothsayers, or observethdreams or omens; neither let there
be any wizard nor charmer, nor any one that consultethpythonic spirits [the ancient name for mediums] or fortune-tellers, or thatseeketh the truth from the dead. For the Lordabhorreth all these things; and for theseabominations he will
destroy them

'
{Deuteronomyxviii.,10-12).

Moreover,Spiritism, as a theoryof religion— as expoundedsome time ago at a convention of Spiritism in Rochester(U.S.A)
—

is merePantheism, a denialof a personal God, the
Creator. 'Itcannot tolerate/ said one of the speakers,'theignominious belief of salvation through Jesus Christ.' The
author of a Treatise on Modern Spiritualism, published in1897, when travellinginsearch of materials for his book,came

The following further returns from Christohuroh give fuller con-
firmation,if such were needed, to the fact that both in relative
number and payCatholicsare represented in the public service in
a proportionfar below their percentage in the total populationof
the Colony. The listsgiven hereunderare made up from theesti-
mates for the yearending March 31, 1902 :—:

—
Public Trust Office.— District agent, salary, £350 per annum;

clerk, £150 ;clerk (Catholic), £60 ; cadet, £52. There is only one
Catholic in the office.

Government Life Insurance.
—

District manager, total salary,
£475 perannum;clerk (Accident), £250 ;clerk, £150 ;cadet,£70.
All are non-Catholics.

Customs, Lyttelton and |Christehurch.— Collector, £525 per
annum;landing surveyor, £350 ;first clerk, £280 ;clerk, £160 ;
clerk, £125 ;two clerks, £105 each ;cadet, £75 ;cadet (Catholic),
£65 ; tide surveyor, £250 ; warehouse keeper, £175 ; landing
waiter and examining officer, £245 ; three others, £230, £220
£190 ;two do (writer), £187 eaoh;looker (Catholic), 9s per day ;
1do,8s per day; boatman, £145 a year;messenger, £146. Thia
gives a totalof 21employes, ofwhomonly two,or less than one in
ten,are Catholics. The total amountof public moneys drawn by
those 21 employes is £3925 4sper annum. Of thiaamount the two
Catholicsreceive only £205 Bs, or £1 in every £19 2a 2d paid in
wages andinsalariesin the Lyttelton and Christoburoh Cußtomi,
Here is * stuffing

'
witha vengeanceI

Thus far we have catalogued in detail,and one iby one,348
employes of the public service (including the police force) in
Christchurch. Of this number only 40, ora little overone inevery
ten, areCatholios. Wehave not yetbeenable towork out indetail
the proportionof public moneys which these reoeivein wages and
salaries,but all the figures that we receive from time to time
strengthen ourpreviously expressedconviction that they drawlees
than £1 in every £15 expended locally under these heads. The
fact-shyretailers of the 'stuffiing' legend must go further afield
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across 'over 200 cases of minds injured or driven toinsanityby it. Add to this the fraudulent nature of the medium-business, and our young men and maidenswillfind sufficientreason to keep away from the dingyparlors in back streetswhere fraudulent and vulgar female or male necromancershang out their card and catch the silly,curious, and the un-wary. They areof the race who can fervently repeat Pudd'n-headWilson's maxim: 'Let us be thankful for the fools;butfor them the rest of us couldnot succeed.'

exposureof a medium of first-class reputationin Paris. Twoothersfollowed in quick succession inEngland,andtheSociety
forPsychical Research, afteralengthy courseof investigations,
reportedagainst the realityof any spiritistic phenomenawhichhad come under their notice. We may here state that the
story of the seance toldby « Quip ' in our lastissue represents
an actual occurrence. The worst features of spiritualisticfrauds is the heartless manner in which, for filthy lucre, they
play upon the affections of many over-credulous believersdesirous of communicating with parent, child, or friend, and
the shameless indecency with which such discreditable pro-ceedingsare carriedon.

2

Hancock's "BISMARK"
LAGER BEER. SSJSddhS


