
What are you going to give yourboys and girls for a Christmas pre-
sent ? If you use 'Book Gift' Tea
you can have your choice from our
catalogue of over 500 good and use-ful books, absolutely free. If you
cannot procure catalogues of books
from your grocer, send to W. Scoular
and Co., wholesale agents, Dunedin,
and a copy will be posted you by re-
turn mail The following useful
books are on our catalogue :— Mrs.
Beeton's Book on Cookery and house-
hold management, given with 61t> of
tea ; The Doctor ot Home, a book
that should be in every house, given
with 101t) of tea; The Amateur Car-
penter, given with 101bof tea:TheEnquirer's Oracle, or Enquire within
upon everything. Tho money spent
by others in extensive advertising
and showy labels and tins is givenby us to the customer in the form ofhigh class literature.—***

nents too cheaply. One very satis-
factory result in Dublin was thosuccess of Alderman Farrcll, whowas strenuously opposed by the pub-
licans on no better ground
than that he was a temperance man.Mr, Dillon, who was a voter in theWard, took an active part in Alder-man Farrell's interest, and as a re-
sult tho Alderman was again
returned. In the Mansion HouseWard, where another temperance
Nationalist was returned despite thoopposition of the Tories, the LaborParty, and the publicans combinedWith Mr. Tallon— who bits himselffor this Ward— to do their bestagainst the Nationalist simply be-cause the Nationalist was a temper-ance advocate. In Cork, the LordMayor was opposed on the groundof his political shortcomings, buthis energies on behalf of the CorkInhibition won the day for him.
An Indictment.

Speaking at a largely-attended
meeting of Nationalists held recently
in Glasgow, Mr. Davitt showed howdisastrous the 'Union ' has been toIreland. When the Act of Union waspassed, said Mr. Davitt, Ireland hadone-half the population of GreatBritain, three and a quarter timesthat of Scotland, ten times that ofWales, and five times that of Lon-don. To-day our population is aboutone-eighth of that of Great Britain,
sixteen thousand less than Scotland,
and two and a half times that ofWales, and about two millions lessthan that of Greater London. Go-ing beyond the bounds of theseislands, we find a similar progress m
population in all the .small nations
of Europe, without a single excep-tion. Holland, Belciuni,' VorwaySweden, SwitzerlaTid. DenmarkBavaria, Portugal, Greece, h;i\eadded an average of seventy oreighty per cent to their respectivepopulations during the List fiftyyears. In fact while these smailStates ha\e doubled their people
under the guardian eai<> of Yationalliberty, Ireland, under the e\ il in-fluence of British Imperialism, ]laslost a hundred per cent of hei'popu-lation. In this respect sin- stands in
a unique position among civilisedlands ; there being, m fact, no paral-
lel in the history of Christian
nations for the steady and deadly
drain of people aw.n from a countryblessed by nature wit h resources cap-
able of sustaining three times tho
present number of inhabitants of
Belgium. This, howe\er. is only halfthe indictment. As a duect resultof this fatal weakening of our popu-
lation both the biith-rate and the
marriage-rate of Ireland are now
the lowest of any country in Europe.
There is likewise an alarming in-crease of insanity among the dim-inishing numbers , a fact also due
to the emigration of the more virileof the people, le.i\ing the physicallyimpoverished beyond to carry on the
racial functions of de\ elopment. As
a further comment upon all this
decay and retrogress,on. a combined
national and local taxation. which
amounted to a total of about£2,000.000 a year under ,\n IrishParliament, with a population equal
to that of to-da\ , is now. as a re-
sult of a hundred \ (\us of Imperia-
lism, over £12,000000 annually, .in
increase of 000 per cent The total
annual wealth produced by Irish
industry on Trish land averages
about £40,000,000 This will 'be
the gross value of a > ear's produt c
of all the lands of Ireland Out of
this sum no less than £0,000,000
has to go in rent to landlordism—
that is, almost one-fourth of tho
whole. Adding the rent to the
taxes, it will be seen that fully fifty
per cent, of the earnings of Trish
agricultural industiy is thus taken
by the two exploiting agencies of
Imperialism, English rule and Irish
landlordism. The non-agricultural
industries of Ireland scarcely count.
England's rule has crushed them out
also ; while on the top of all this
there is the fact that we have far

It has been decided to erect a
monument in Dublin to perpetuate
the memory of the late Dr. Kenny.

President Roosevelt has been elec-
ted an honorary member of the
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of New
York.

Prince David Kawanahaka, of
Hawaii and Miss Abigail Campbell,
of San Jose, California, were mar-
ried recently in San Francisco by
Most Rev. Archbishop Riordan.

Right Rev. Dr. Bagshawe, who
lately resigned the See of Notting-
ham, has taken up his residence at
the Convent of the Little Company
of Mary, Isleworth.

Squire Sutton, of Stannington,Sheffield, a Catholic gentleman serv-
ing with the Yorkshire Yeomanry in
South Africa, was severely wounded
in a recent engagement

Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P., has ap-
peared in the ranks o£ temperance
advocates, giving this as his solemn
matured opinion

" '
Ibelieve that inhalf a century from now no manwill

rise to the heights of any profession,
in the field, in forum, or at thedesk, who is not a teetotaller.'

The efTete Latin races arc showingup pretty well in the march of scien-
tific progress (says the

'
Western

Watchman '), Marconi is a Latin;
<uhl lie has iust placed us in tele-
giaphic communication with Europe
without the aid of wires. Santos-
Ihimont is a Latin ; and he has de-
monstrated that we can sail through
the air and guide our course as per-
fectl\ there as on land or sea.

A brn\o and patient worker m the
\inevard of the Lord, Sister Mary
LafMeii.t Dancino, of the Sisters (if
CaHcirv, passed away m Rome inDecember, aged 72 years, 50 of
which she had spent m the religious
state Her long lifo was entirely de-
\oted to the deaf and dumb, and she
was the first to introduce the pho-
netic s\stem m Italy

Miss \nnie Leary, of New York,
has been created a countess by PopeL<>o \ni m recognition not alone
of her munificence along educational
and chaniable lines and her personal
piety. but of her unceasing effort on
behalf of Ihe Church m America.
She is the first American woman to
bear a title bos-lowed hv the Holy
See. and probably the largest indi-\idual benefactor' of the Church in
the country. Up to this time only
Iwo American women have been dis-
tmctnelv honored by the Pope. Mrs.
"Tolln Sherman and Miss (iwendoline
Caldwcll were decoiated with the
Order of the Golden Kose.
l'\ir away in the Victorian mining

centre. Dr-ndigo (writes
'

M A I' ")
Inps a simple music teacher, AllanBindley,a man of modest claims)and
still more modest fortune, but whotaught Miss Amy Castles all sheknew of music before she left her
n.itne Australia On the night ofher recent debut in London, whenher dressing-room was thronged withpeople of distinction, and masses ofcostly blossoms were Iving at herfeel, a cable containing vist twowords

'
Omul luck.' was handed toAliss Castles from Mr Bmdloy In.that, moment all her success was for-gotten, tears fell on the paper as

she pressed it to her lips, and, re-
membering that cables from Aus-tralia are costly it"ins, she said to
a friend, '[Tow good of him, for he
is not a rich man.'

Signor Enrico Mastracchi, of the
staff of the

'
Unita Cattolica,' is thedo.\eu of Italian Catholic journa-

lists. On Thursday, January 2, he
had been 40 years on the Catholic
press as a writer or editor. The

People

Sew zkalaNl) Tablet.
more pauperism in the country to-
day than there was thirty years ago,
when Ireland had two millions more
of people.

[Tharßciay, Mayph7l3, Ijjpgf
'
Unita Cattolica 'kept the day as a

day, of jubilee, for, as it remarked,
the completion of 40 years fearlessly
devoted to the defence of the Cath-
olic flag- deserved tp be commemo-
rated in a special manner. His
Holiness Leo XIII.did not allow the
occasion to pass unobserved.
Through Cardinal Rampolla, he
wrote to the journalist sending hiscongratulations and the Apostolic
blessing. He also presented to
Signor Mastracchi a gold medal,
which is a beautiful work ofart, assuring him that he desired to
recognise the earnestness and con-
stancy with which he applied him-self to the laudable work of Cath-
olic journalism, and the care whichho took to practise in private lifethe principles which he asserted inpublic.

Father Felix Crepeaux, who per-
formed the marriage ceremony ofSenator Depew and Miss May Palmerat Nice during December, was awell-known officer in the Frencharmy (says the Cleveland CatholicUniverse'). Some years agohe wascolonel of a regiment, and a bril-liant career was opening before him.He resigned from the army and en-tered a seminary to study" for thepriesthood. He was then only 45years old and was an officer of theLegion of Honor. He was soonor-dained, and said his first Mass atOrgeval. His subsequent promotionwas rapid, and he is now cure ofNotre Dame, the chief Catholicchurch of Nice.

Lord Howth is now past 70 years
of age, a bachelor, and the last ofhis hue. He was, in former years,
Liberal member for Galway, andwill be chiefly known to fame asthe virtual founder of the Dublin
Horse Show. Howth Castle hasbeen in the possession of the family
since the 12th century, and the pre-sent peer, though only the fourthearl, is the 80th baron. The castle,
winch is 12 miles from Dublinstands on a bleak hillside But inlate spring the bare-looking moun-
tain is a perfect paradise of blos-soms, acres of ground being coveredwith masses of azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons The beech hedges grownearly 30ft high, and there is an
elm tree 300 years old. A quaintlegend is attached to Howth Castle.
The story goes that when an Irish
chieftamess returned from a visit toQueen Elizabeth, she proceeded to
the ensile in search of refreshment,
but found all the gates securelyclosed, it being the hour of dinner.
In rc\ong<\ she seized the infant heirof the St. Lawrences and carried
him off a prisoner to her own castle
in M.iyo Nor was he released untilhis father had co\enanted that the
gates of Howth Cusilc should never
again be closed at the dinner-hour.
This \dw has been religiously kept
through the course of centuries, andthe custom is still ol,served in mo-
dern tunes

—
even-.'S recently as when

Lord and Lady Ashbournc occupied
the Castle.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE !.
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