
According to an historian, this is the way the first silverwedding came about. Itwas in the time of Hugh Caput. Twoof his most faithfulservants,a man anda woman,hadgrown grey
inhis employ. Howcouldhereward them?

Calling the woman, he said: 'Your service is great,greater
than the man's, whose service is great enough, for the womanalways finds work harder than a man,and,therefore,Iwill giveyou a reward. At your age Iknow of none better thana dowryand a husband. The dowry is here-thiß farm from this timeforthbelongs toyou. If this man who worked withyou fiveandtwentyyearsis willing tomarry you, then the husband is ready.''Your majesty,'said the old peasant, 'how is itpossible that weshould marry,having alreadyBilverhairs ?

'
'Then it shall be a silver wedding,' and the King gave thecouplesilver enough tokeep them in plenty. Such waß the origin

of the silver wedding, a custom which, spreading all throughFrance,subsequently becameknown to the world.

St. Zacharias, who was Pope from 741 to 752, was born inSyria. He was a canon regular,Benedictine,successor of Gregory
111. He became theumpire of princesandsovereigns, succeededinconciliating theLombards,and saved theRoman Duchy from theirfurther invasions. By a visit to King Luitprand, he obtainedpeace for the Exarch ofRavennaand the restoration of the oap-tured town to the emperor. UponRachis, successor of Luitprand,the dignifiedappearance of thePopemadeBuch animpression thatthe king relinquished, not only his conquests butalso the world,
andbecame a monk in the monastery of Monte Oassino. PopeZacharias appointed Boniface Archbishop ofMentz andPrimate ofGermany. By order of the same Pope the saint, in752, crownedPepin the Short, king of theFranks.

Visitors to Wellington will find first-class accommodationatPyke's ImperialHotel, Cuba street....
We notice that the steamer Expresß is advertised to leave thewharfat 10.30 a.m. onSt.Patrick's Day,and willbe back in town

at 5 p.m. This willbe in plenty of time for the concert,and averypleasant day can be thus spentif theweather ie fine...
Our readersinOamaruanddistrict willnoticethatMr WilliamBee, family grocer,bread and biscuit manufacturer, and wine andspirit merchant, has an advertisement in another part of thisissue....

Gall and Wormwoodare both usedinmakingimported wineinEngland. The man wholabels itsupplies the gall.When you see a girl withonly one glove onit's asign that shehas anew ring on theother hand.

The Rev.Father Thomas Brown, S.J,, is acting as locum tenens
for theVeryRev. Ryan, S.J.,at Hawthorn, Melbourne, during the
latter'aabsence inEurope.

Thenew convent chapel of the Sisters of Charity just opened
atSt.Vincent's College, Sydney,cost over £7000. It is said to be
one of the finest convent churches inAustralia.

Inconsequence of the prevalence of the plague inSydney his
Eminence Cardinal Moran has granted to the oity andsuburban
parochial districts the same relaxation in the Lenten Fast and
Abstinenceas wasgrantedlast year.

The followingare theDistrict Officers of theH.A.C.B.Society
(New SouthWales) for the current year:— District President, Bro.
R. M'Connack, J.P. (unopposed);Distriot Vice-Presidents, Bros. M.
J.Egan (Junee), and J. M'Elhone, J.P.;District Seoretary, Bro.
O'Loughlin (unopposed); District Treasurer, Bro. W. Hogan
(unopposed);Distriot Trustees, Bros. J. Dwyer, J. Woods, T.
Sweeney.

Thepersonalfriendsandadmirersof theHon.E.W. O'Sullivan,
N.5..W., havedecided topresent him with his portrait,paintedby
Mr.H.J.Thaddeus,R.H.A. The Minister was born onMarch 17,
andtheportrait will bea birthday gift. At a meeting intheHotel
Australia, with Mr. Freehillin the chair, £50 wassubscribed in the
room, andspeechesweremade by prominent public meneulogising
Mr.O'Sullivan. Mr.Freehill describedhim as aman whoreflected
the greatest possible credit on the public life of thecountry, and
said that even those who differed from him in politics had the
greatestpossible admiration for him as aman. Mr. M. Meagher
was appointed hon. seoretary to the movement, and Mr. J. W.
Purves hon. treasurer. The portrait is an excellent one, and it
representsthe Minister in allhis force of character.'What are Cardinal Moran's resources ?

'
That is a question

(cays the Sydney correspondent of the Adelaide Southern Cross)
put to Catholics from time to time. No one can give a definite
answer. It iB nomatter for surprise that people ask the question,
forhisEminence gives large sums away almost every week. The
amounts publicly announced make only asmall proportionof his
donations, To one institution,Iknow, he gave £15,000 privately.
At every foundation-stone laying his Eminence heads the list of
subscriptions. Ivisited the Waitara Foundling Hospital the other
day, andinshowingme round theSister in charge said :'The Car-
dinalcamehere unexpectedly sometime ago,andhe said,"Youarein
need of a laboratory;you want this,and you want that.' And he
presentedus witheverything westoodinneed of.' Itis always the
way. When the orphanages are in distress they turn to the Car-
dinal for relief. Andit seems they are neverdisappointed.

Early on Tuesday morning, February 25, the Convent of
Mercy, Wyalong, situatednear the hospital,abouta mile from the
town, wasdiscovered tobe on fire. The alarm was givenby tele-
phone fromthehospitalto the presbytery at West Wyalong, three
miles away,it being found impossible to establish telephoniccom-
munication withany closer subscribers at such an earlyhour. By
the time Rev.Father Ryanhad arrivedon the sceneby bicycle the
the wholebuilding was enveloped in flames. The Sisters were in
Borne danger,being unable to get through a wire-netted enclosure
whichsurrounds the building. Their personaleffects, which were
removedby the Sisters and placed against this wire fence, were
eventually burned. The building was constructed of wood, and
consisted of fiveprincipalrooms andan oratory,with thenecessary
adjuncts of kitchjsn and servants' quarters, the whole being sur-
rounded by a spacious verandah. The building was erected in
1895 as a residence for the parish priest who gave it up to the
Sisters of Mercy on that Order establishing a branchin Wyalong.
The wholeof thebuilding andcontents wereabsolutely destroyed.

TheMarist Fathers(says anexchange)are looking forward to
agreatevent in the intended opening this yearof their cathedral at
Suva, Fiji. The coral territories of the Pacific are poor in the
materialsof great buildings;stoneand timbermust be brought to
them from Australia or New Zealand, and the cost of building is
thus very greatly increased. The Cathedral of Suva is of massive
proportions; it is built of stone which has beenhewnout of the
Pyrmont Quarries,andcarried 2,000 mileß insteamers. The month
orAugust has been chosen because its climatic conditionsare the
beat of theyear. Negotiations are in progress for the provisional
chartering of the large intercolonial steamers by the Marists. ItiB
proposedto take from Sydney 100 or more visitors,for whomthe
trip willbe made of exceptionalinterest. A cruise willbe made
through the principal islands of theSouthernOceanic Mission, in-
cluding Tonga,New Caledonia,and theSolomons.

At therecentmunicipalelections atParramattaAlderman John
Toohey was re-elected, while Mr. T. Gilmour was sent into the
Council for the South Ward. Two features of this event are
worthy of note. Alderman Toohey is president oftheExecutive
Council of the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic Benefit Society,
while Alderman Gilmour is oneof the fewsurvivorsof the original
band who at Albury founded the society in New South Wales
nearly a generation ago. This would not be a very noteworthy
circumstance but for the fact that in both cases the successful
candidates were opposed by the Orange faction. The Rev. Dill-
Macky visited the districtduring thestruggle, andmade a vigorous
appeal to thesectarianprejudicesof the eleotors,but

—
and it speaks

well for the municipal common sense of Parramatta-— theeleotors
refused to rejeot men who could serve them wellinmatters of
sanitationand comfort eimply because theyprofessed aparticular
faith.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

INTERCOLONIAL.

Hmrsday,March 13, 1902.

The First Silver Wedding.

15

CITTT3I"DT*P| A "NT Op C*C\ LEADING LAND AGENTS, HOTEL BROKERS k FORWARDING AGENTSPllalvi^iiii ex* \J\J., gisbrone,poverty bay. ®- correspondencejnvited

JTIBERNIAN-AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC
BENEFIT SOCIETY,

NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT,No. 3.
The CatholicCommunity is earnestly requested tosupport thisexcellent Organisation, for it inculcatesa love of HolyFaithandPatriotisminaddition to theunsurpassedbenefitsand privileges ofMembership.
TheEntrance Fees are from 5s to £4, according toage at timeof Admission.
Sick Benefits 20a per week for 26 weeks,15s per week for the

next 13 weeks,and 10sa week for the following13 weeks. In caseof a further continuance of his illness a member of Seven Years'Standingprevious to the commencement of such illness will beallowed 5s per weekas superannuationduring incapacity.
Funeral Allowance, £20 at thedeath of a Member,and £10 atthe deathof a Member's Wife.
In additionto the foregoingprovisionis made for the admis-sion of Honorary Members, Reduced Benefit Members, and theestablishmentof Sistera1Branches and JuvenileContingents. Full

informationmay be obtained fromLocal Branch Officers or directfromtheDistriot Secretary.
TheDistrict Officers are anxious to open New Branches,andwill give all possible assistance and information to applicantsBranchesbeing established in the various centres throughout theColonies aninvaluablemeasureof reciprocity obtains

W. KANE,
Distriot Secretary,

Auckland


