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THE LATE FATHER HEADEN,
MOSGIEL.
———

WHEN penning the paragraph which appeared in cur last issue to
the effect that the Rev, Father Headen, B.A., had undergone a sur-
gioal operation, little did we think ¢hat we should be called upon to
write his obituary notice for this number. Sach, however, i3 our
sad duty, for the gifted young priest passed to his eternal reward
at 2,30 p.m. on Thursday at Holy Crosa College, Mosgiel. For some
time prior to his death Father Headen had been in indifferent
health. After returning from an extended holiday in Queenstown,
his medical advisers deemed an opeeation necessary for the purpose
of removing an internal growth, The last Sacraments waere,
by his regqnest, administered, and the operation took place on Tues-
day of last week, and although it was a very critical one, hopes
were entertained that the rev, gentleman would recover, He rallied
bravely for a time, but on Thursday morning it became apparent
that he was sinkiog, and, as previously stated, the end came some
hours later.

The late Father Headen was born in Kilkenny in 1875, his
father being head inspector of National schools. After a {ime hia
parents removed to the North of Iveland, when young Headen
entersd St. Malachy's College, Belfast. Here he read with coneider-
able distinction classics and rhetoric, and studied mathematics, win-
ning some exhibitions and many prizes in the intermediate
examinatione. About 18M he entered Clonliffe College, which is
the eoclesiastical college of the Archdiocese of Dublin, Here again
be had a brilliant career, winning high prizes when not actnally
leading his class, In 1896 he obtnined the degree of B A.in the
Royal Upiversity of Ireland. Iu the following year he joined the
Theology Class in Clonliffe, and during his time at the college he
gave every promise of a bright and brilliant future. He was
ordained priest at Clonliffe on Christmas Eve, 1890,

SBoon after his ordination he accompanied hia Lordship Bishop
Verdon to Dunedin, arriving here on April 4, 1930, Oxn the vpening
of Holy Crose College on the 3rd of the following May, he was
appointed to the professorial staff, fulfilling the duties appertaining
thereto with much success, and to the great satisfaction of the
Rector, the Right Rev, Dr. Verdon, His last moments were con-
goled by the ministrations of his Lordship Bishop Verdon, Rev.
Fathers Muarphy, Ryan, and O'Neill,

On Friday afternoon the remains were brought from Mosgial
to Dunedia by road. accompsnied hy some twelve of the deceased's
fellow-clergy. When nearing Dunedin the procession was met by a
number of the townspeople, and in the city the Christian Brothers’
boys marched at the head nf it to St. Joseph's Cathedral, where
it arrived absut 6.30 pm, The remains were met at the main en-
trance to the sacred edifice by his Lordship the Bishop and several
of the clergy who had come from a distance to take partim the
obsequiea. The coffin was borne from the hearse to a catafalque
inmediately in front of the high altar by a number of priests of
the diocese. On the following mornine at 10 ¢'slock the Solemn
Office for the Dead was recited, after which a Solemn Requiem Masa
was celebrated by the Right Rev, Dr, Verdon, Right Rsv, Mgr. Mackay
being nssistant priest, Rev. Father O'Reilly deacen, Rev. P.
0'Neill subdeacon, and Rev, M, Ryan master of ceremonies, The
music incidental t3 the Mass was sung by a choir of
Dominican Nuzps., In addition to those alrealy mentioned
the following clergy were present in the sancouary: Very
Rev, Mgr. O'Leary (Lawrence), Very Rev. J. J. O'Donnell
(Ashburton), Rev, Fathers Muarphy, Cleary, and O’'Malley (Danedin).
Rev. Father Coffey (South Dunedin), Rev, Father McMnllen
(Naseby). Rev. Father McGrath (Port Chalmers), Rev, Father
Lynch {Palmerston South), Rev. Father Howard (Milton), Rev,
Father Delaney (Oamaru), Rev. Father Geary (Lawrence),

The interment took place on Saturday afternoon in the Catholie
portion of the Southern Cemetery. The boys of the Christian
Brothers' School, in charge of Rev. Brother Fogarty, headed the
fuperal procession. These were followed by the pupils of 8¢
Domiaic 8 Uollege, after which came a umber of carriages contain-
ing his Lordship the Bi-hop, and the clergy. After the hearse came
a large procession of mourners on foni ard in carriages, At the
cemetery the remains were borne fo the graveside by a number of
the clergy. His Lordship the Bishop conducted the burial service,
and was assisted by all the clergy present. At the conclusion of
the service the grave closed over the mortal remains of a young
priest of mnch promise who was greatly beloved by all who knew
bhim, and whose demise is a great losa to the diocese,

Bishop Veldon and Rev, Father M. Ryan, of Holy Cross College,
received many telegrams and letters of condolence from Bishops,
priests and laymen in all parts of the Colony expressive of their
pympathy at the demise of Father Teaden.— 2.1 P,

On 8unday evening in 8t Jozeph's Cathedral Rev. Father
Murphy, Adm , referred in very fecling terms to the sad loss sus-
tained by the diovese of Dunedin, and erpecially Holy Cross College,
by the death of Father Headen. After High Mass at the Cathedral
Mr, Vallis, the organist, pluyed Chopin’s ' Funeral March,’ and in
the evening the Dead March in * Saul’ out of respect to the memory
of the deceased. In 8t. Patrick's Bagilica, Sou'h Dunedin, affec-
tionate and eulogistic referencis were also made regarding the de-
ceased by Rev, Father O'Reilly.

The nev, Father M, Ryan celebrated Maes at Allanton on San-
day. At the conelusion of the service he made sympathetic refer-
ence to the death of Farher Headen. Father Ryan had been
psociated with the decea~ed priest at Holy Cross College for the
la:t two years, and he felt very much the sad evemt. Ile said
Father Headen had a great love for his people, and he hoped they
would remember him in their prayers. The congregation. were
visibly affected by the heart-spoken reference of Father Ryan to his

late friend and comrade, and the strange silence in the little churoh,
broken only by an oceasional scb, told more plainly than words the
grief of the congrepation,

Feeling refererce was made by Rev, Pather P. ’Neill in his
germen at the Mosgiel Catholic Chur:h on Sunday to the death of
Father Headon. The preacher, in aiking for the prayers of the
congregation, referred to the deceased priest's amiable qualitied,
and reminded the people that while he aud his brother priests knew
Fathe}' Headen merely asa friend, the Mosgiel parishioners were
more intimately associated with him as = sharer in their joys and
sorrows, ‘The audible sobs testified to the loss the people had sus-
tained, and the appreciation the Mosziel congregation had for Father
Headen. Father O'Neill took occasion to refer to the uncertainty
of death and incidentally remarked that God plucked the choicest
flowers to beautify His garden, He concluded by exhorting his
hearers to follow Father Headen's exampla i life and in death,

A Quaker in Catholic Europe.
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AN American Quaker who paid a visit recently to Europe has con-
tributed his impressions to the Friend, the organ of his denomina-
tion. He says :—

' The spirit of oppression and of glom that hangs over most
reformed congregations in Caitholic Europe is particularly notice-
able in Frauee. Not moch cheer has been added since Calvin dam-
pened enthusiasm with bis predestination ideas. The young peopls,
men especially, in France, are noticeable in Protestant ranks, and
it is stzange more becominyg cheerfulness is not erpressed in their
services, The sermon i regularly evanzelical, fortunately, but the
hymuas and prayers are something too mournful to dweil upon. I
know of nothing more depressing and stultifylng than to sit through
& service at a Protestant * Temple, '’

This same writer (says the Saered Heart Review), referring to
the non-suceess of Protestant missionary effort in Catholic count-
ries, says that ¢ whatever his practices may be, n man born a Cath-
olic prefera to die a Catholic, and thus do ali he cau to insore him-
self for all eternity” Sowme travellers who go to France remark on
the slim congregations of the Catholic churches. Tae Quaker
writer saw no such paucity of nnmbers, He says :—

‘Provineial France is intensely Catnolic, and the morning
Masses nre crowded with the zeslous well-to-do bourgeoise.

Describing a service which he attended in the Burgos Cathe-
dral, Spain, be remarks on the immense congregation and the way
in which all classes of society mingled together in the church.

‘The Rorman Cathalics are thoroughiy admirabie, he comments,
¢ for the demoeracy which obtains in their places of worship,
They give therein a worthy example to many Protestant bodies.’

The sermon on this accasion he describes thus : —

‘The young Dominican charged with the disconrse spoke—in
Spaniah, of course— for the poorest and meanest of his peasant
hearers. Clear and simple it was, sach a3 we shonld expest from a
Brother of an Order which has ever vpheld the highest standard of
sacred oratory. His topic was the Immaculate Conception of the
Virgin Mary, a doctrine which I believe had its orgin in Spain,
and has always remained the national contribution to Ronan Cath-
olic theology, Mysteriously beautiful as a poetic legend is this
belief which attributes perfect spotlessness in her early years to tha
mother of Our Lord. T kaow no how many times Muriilo may
have given expression with his marvellous brush te this sabject for
which he was so perfectly adapte:. Because he was Spanish, and
becanse he painted for the Dominicans, Murillo's Immaculate Con-
ceptions must always remain the highest point attainable towards
the visible representation of this elusive creed, Standing a few
daye later before those three eonceptions of the master in the Prado
galilery, carried upwards by the surpassing truth and goodness
which looked down from the girlish face of the Virgin, I ceased to
wonder at the power this docirine has wielded now for centuries
over the minds of a beauty-loving race. In its way, that Burgoes
germon, npholding the ideal of th= purity of wom:n in the accom-
plishment of her destiny, had its lesson for me as well as for the

faithful, unreasoning peasants who huog on the lips of the young
orator.’

Of course the eyes of our Quaker friend were held or he wounld
have seen the real, supernatural beauty of the Dominican’s sermon.
Were he a Catholic the full meaning of it would flash upon him,
and his description of it would not be confined to tts msthetic
aspect, However, he must have found more of a * epiritual uplifs*
in this Spanigh cathedral than he did in a church of the English
Establishment, where there was no sermon at the morning service.
Tt ig interesting to set hiscomments on this over against his descrip-
tion of the sermon on the Immaculate Conception—

‘The sermon in the English Hstabliched Church, when not
lacking, is often lamentably unnutritions and unevangelical, Thia
is a common reproach, and the causes for the existing feebleness of
the clergy as preachers are well known. There is reason in the
opinion of some who maintain : “ Better no sermon than one that
mars the good effect of the preceding service,”’

Sir JouN HALL was interviewed in Sylney the other day,
when he said that he did not think it wonld be wise on the part of
New Zealand to federate, as it would be sscrificing her indepen-
dence. We would have but a small vote in the Commonwealth
Parliament, which would baso far removed from #he inflaence of
New Zealand eriticism that if once we federated it would be found
that we had sacrificed our self-government to a very considerable
extent, He added : ‘No., We must remain out, I don't think we
shall Iose by it.’
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