
TIMARU.

concert seasoninexcessof that receive1by anyprevioussinge'
'or

a similar tour. Father Robinson could not disclose the actualBUm
Miss Oastles will reoeive,butit was statedin the precs that it waa
£5000 for twenty concerts. Mr Williamson assured Fither Robin-
son thatnotwithstanding the high fee heiB paying heanticipates
good financial results, because Australians generally will welcome
Miss Castles. Befoie leaving Sydney Father Robinson receiveda
cable from Miss Cascles stating that she would leaveMarseilles by
theF.M.S.Polynesien on the 23rd insb.. and will be due inMel-bourneonMarch 25. Her first concert will take placeinMelbourneearly in April next. Father Robinson, through a private souroe,
has learned that theKing's musical direotorhascommunicated withMiss Castles in regard to a royal command to aing before hisMajesty,and thatMiss Castles has been engaged for the whole of
next season tosing in London. On hei way baok toEngland, after
the conclusion of her Australian tour, Father Robinson'has good
reason to think that the people of this city will be afforded an
opportunityof hearing Miss Amy Castles singinAuckland.

INVERCARQILL NOTES.

(Froma correspondent.)
The schools of theparishre-opened on Monday last.Ata well-attendedmeeting of the directorsof theIrishAthleticSooiety held last week. Mr M. Gilfedder, M.HR, in the chair,a

communicationwasread from the RailwayDepartmentstating that
cheap fares wouldbe issued on the day of thesports andavailable
for return on the following day ;all outgoing trains would be
delayed, andlate trains run to the Bluff and Waimahaka.

The monthly meetingof theMen's Confraternityof the SaoredHeart was held last Friday night, when there was a very large
attendance. Benedictionof the MostHoly Sacrament wasgiven by
the Very Rev. Dean Burke, and the congregation, accompanied by
Miss L.Maher on the organ,sang a number of hymns. OnSunday
morning a very large number received Holy Communion. Dean
Burke complimented the men on the way inwhich they attended
to their duty.

On Thursday,February 6, a pretty wedding took place at St.Mary's, when Mr A. Pascoe, of Inveroargill, was joined in the
bonds of Matrimony to Miss Maud Murphy, of Fern Hills. The
ceremony was performed by the Very Rev. Dean Burke. Mr J.Pa9coe, brother of thebridegroom, acted asbeat man. The wedding
presents werenumerousand costly, includinga beautifulhall-stand
presented to Mr Pasooe by the members of St. Mary's choir, of
whioh he has beena member for a number of years.

[This letter arrived too late for insertion inour last issue.]

(From our own correspondent.)
February 17.

Harvest is infull swing in this district, but workhas been put
back considerably by a few wet days during the week. The crops
willbe wellup to the average in yields.

The Borough Council intend putting £1000 worth of 4 per
cent,debentures on themarket for tha purposeof procuring a road-
roller and stone-crusher. The balance of the loans will be placed
on theLondon market,as the Government decline to lend as much
as £10,000 to any oneborough.

Thearr angements for the monster picnic to be heldat Win-
chester on St. Patrick's Day are progressing favorably. A special
train will be engaged and the charges are to be:Adults, males ss,
females 3s. Children travel free. As the catering for such a large
number would be rather a big undertaking it is more than pro-
bable thatit will be decided that each family take its own refresh-
ments. Many hands makes labor light. Father Le Petit is
superintending the rehearsal of the drama entitled 'My lord in
livery,' while Father Aabry has his hands full with amusical pro-
gramme for the grand entertainment to be given in the evening
as a wind-up to the day's amusement.

Archbißhop Redwood, Bishop Grimes, and Bishop Lenihan
arrived inTimarn onThursday last, andleft on Friday forDunedin.
During their s^ay a visit was made to the parish schools and the
convent, thedistinguished visitors expressing themselves as highly
pleased with their efficiency and appointments. The schools are
nowin full swing, and as there are about 150 pupils in each, the
goodnuns and Brothers havea busy time.

Bishop Grimes in Dunedin.
There was a crowded congregation at Vespers at St. Joseph's
Cathedral on Sunday, when the Right Rev.Dr. Grimespreached on'
Faith.' Many, said his Lordship, look uponfaithas anoppressive

burden, agalling yoke, whereas,according to the promise of our
BlessedLord, itis a pleasing yoke,and the source of everyother
virtue. Faith is a supernatural virtue by which we believe what
Godhas taught. Itis the most precious of the gifts of God. The
great work which had been donein the diocese of Dunedin by its
chief pastor,clergy, and laity could be only accounted for that it
was the result of faith. Incontrast to thecondition of those bo*
called philosophers, whose opinions were the result of disordered
imaginations, how happy whs that of the man whose soul was
illumined by the light of divine faith Whata solace wasthis great
virtue which guides aud directs all our actions. Happy, Baid the
world, was the man who had wealth and enjoyedearthly pleasures.
The child of faitb, on the other hand, recognised in this great
virtuea sourceof strength,especially in time of temptation. Man's
life was a continual warfare;allmenhad trials aud troubles. The
man who was armed with faith was as humble ata child, and
looked to the Way of the Cross an the way to attain the crown. The
demon of lust might attack men.but faithguided, comforted, and
consoled them. There was one moment especially when it was the.sourceof great happinessand strength,and that wasat thehour of
death, when the demon exerted all bis power to gain amastery
over thedeparting spirit. But the Church touches theheart of the
dying person, and solaces him with the remembranceof this faith
This faith was the glory of the patriarchs,it was that whiohsup-
portedMary the Mother of Goi in her martyrdomat the foot of
the cross; it was faith that helped her to realise that the tiny
ohili in her arms was theLord of the heavensandearthand the
fulness thereof ;it was faith which enabledher to recognisein that
ohild her Godand her Redeemer. Itwas that faith whioh came to
her aid at the foot of the cross and told her that her separa-
tion from her Son would be only temporary, and that after a
brief time she would be united with him for all eternity. They
hadreceived the same faith. Butdii they realise what it was? It
hadbeen handeddown to them unsullied anduntarnishedby their■

forefathers, who had suffered persecution and even deathrather
thangiveup this precious heirloom. Were they careful inguard-
ing this gift? Did they treasure it as they ought? Was their
faith real andpractical1 Did they realise that there wasonly one
great evilin this world, and that was sin ? Did they realise the
import of the words, ' What will it profit a man togain the whole
worldif he suffers thelossof hissoul V Itwasfaith whioh prompted
them toassist by their prayers the sufferingsouls inpurgatory. In
conclusion,hisLordshipsaid that if they hadfaithand livedup to
thepracticesof their holy religion they wouldreceive thatorown
whioh wasto be thereward of all who servedGod faithfully here
below.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

From our own correspondent.)
February 13

The holy season of Lent began yePterday, Ash Wednesday.
Tne faithful attended inlarge numbers in the city churches.

The ar\nual St.Patrick's Day Concert will be held this year
inSt.Benedict'sHall.

Another of the series of social gatherings was held in St.
Benedict'sHall last Tuesday evening, and like its predecessorswas
a most pronounced success. Vocal and instrumental items were
given by Miss Pas de Leon and Mr.Bosworth. During the evening
refreshments werehanded round.

The Rev. Father Croke returned to Auckland from Australia
by the Mararoa last Monday evening andproceededatonce to the
Mater M isericordiaeHospitalat MountElen UDder the charge of
the Sisters of Mercy. The Rev.Father is improved in health,a
faot which ■■villdelighthis numerous friendsin the diocese.

The Rev. Father O'Brien, of Melbourne, sang High Mass, last
Sunday morning, at St. Patrick's, and also preached a very fine
sermon on Lent. In the evening at Vespers the Rev. Father
Robinson, of Melbourne, delivered an eloquent discourse on Our
BlessedLady. As it was the Feast of thePurification the subject
wasappropriate.

The concert last Friday evening, held in theOtahuhu Public
Hall in aid of the local church funds, wasa great success, and
musthave gladdenei thehearts of the Rev.Father Mclntosh and
his energetio committee. A number of lady and gentlemen
vocalists went out from town and materially assisted. To Mr. J.
E. Gillies is due much of the credit attaching to the succeeds
achieved,as he worked unceasingly for it.

On hearing that the Rev. Father Robinson, who took such a
prominent part in the success of Mise Caatles's first Australian tour,
was inAuckland,Iwaited upon him in thehope thatImightglean
some information of the 'youDg girl from the convent

'
who just

now has the attention of musical ears in two hemispheres. The
Rev.Father received me most kindly, and gave vie the necessary
information which may interest Tablet readers. Father Robinson
Baid the Castles family were old friends, and, Amy he knew from
childhood. Her firstAustralian tour netted £4027. Her phenomenal
voice placed her in the front rank of singers almost at abound.
Her subsequentsucoessea in study and upon the concert stage are
well known. Hi« Majesty the King wrote to Sir Andrew Clarke,
VictorianAgent-Q-oneral,expressing great interest in the success of
her debut concert. Lords Jersey,Carrington,andBeauchamp,Lord
and Lady Brassey, Sir Charles Dilke, and Mr T.P.O'Connor also
showed active interest in her success. Mr Williamson, the Aus-
tralian impreesano, cabled tohie London representativeto attend
Mica distles'B concert inSt.James's Hall,the result of which was
that Mr Williamson offered Miss Castles terms for an Australian

NEW ZEALAND TABLET [Thursday, tfefcruary}20, 1902!.

(adults), first prize £1, second 10s,Sailor's Hornpipe(children?
first prize 10a, second ss; Bagpipes, first prize £1, second 10s'
Obstacle Bicycle Race, one lap (open), first prize £1, second 10a;
St. Patrick's Handicap, 100yds. 220yds, 440yds, first prize £12,
second £6, third £2 ;100yds Handicap (amateur)) first prize £3,
aeoond £1 ; 220yds Handicap (amateur), first prize £3, second £1 ;
440yds Handicap(amateur), first prize £2, seoond £1 (SirGeorge
Clifford's Cup of £5 will be given to the most points in the three
last-named events);One Mile Handicap(amateur), first prize £3,
seoond £1 ;Public Schools' Relay,half-mile, first prize £2, seoond
£1 ;One-mile Bicycle Handicap (amateur), first prize £2, second
£1 ;Two-mile Bicyole Handicap (amateur), first prize £2, seoond
£1 ;One-mile Bicycle Handicap (open), first prize £3, second £1 ;
Two-mile Bump BicycleHandicap(open), first prize £3, second £1 ;
Fire Brigade One-man Competition;Fire Brigade Two-men Com-
petition;Tug-of-war Competition (ten men), first prize £5,
seoond £1.
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