
No one (says a writer in the Catholic World} whohas lived among
theHighlanders andstudied thecharacter of thepeople can fail to
love and admire them. Their orninary life, occupied in quiet,
pastoralavocations,induces a shyness with strangers, butunder the
calm exterior there is a deep fund of emotion, ready and well up
when stirred by religious enthuuiasm. For their Gaelic prayers
are full of poetry and abounding with unction,and are treasured
up from one generation to another. Witness the beautifulhymn
invoking the Blessed Trinity, St. Michael, St. Columba, and the'golden-haired Shepherdess, Mother of theLamb without spot,' in
which the peopleof Benbecula and other Catholic islands publicly
commend to God and the saints the welfare of their flocks and
herds, as they lead them annually to the summer grazing grounds.
Generous to a fault, they are ever ready to bestow upon theneedy ;
"taunch of purpose, they are a race given toundying friendships,
even though, like all people whose affections are strong1, they may
be slow to forgivean injury.

The position of a priest in a Highlandcommunity, is, asmay
be imagined, one of exceptionalauthority- The deep reverenceand
enthusiasticdevotion with which the peopleregard their faith, ex-
tends to the person of the priest, and not only inspiritual things,
but even in many of the everyday affairs of life which even
remotely concern his interests, his will is obeyed with childlike
docility. Examples will show this better thanpages of description.
The writer knows oneHighland priest who has often driven from
the public-house,on a Saturday night, the too indulgent members
of his flock,and that with a liberal useof his 'pastoralstaff '; nor
was/he over gainsaid. Again,itis still customary in some parishes
for a priest to call to the altar-rails on Sunday, for public repri-
mand, thenotorious delinquents of the past week. It is doubtful
whether Buch a survival of the discipline of the early Church could
be found inany other European country,except,perhaps, in some
of themore secludedparishesof thekindred race in Ireland.

Itis notastoundiug, therefore, that the temporal interests of
thepriestshould be regarded as the proper object of his people's
care. That it is so is shown by the fact that in the country
districts the rougher part of the farm work is accomplished for him
by his parishionersgratuitously. Shouldhe need any carting done,
he announces from the altar the different days upon which he
desires the various farmers and crofters toassist ;the whole parish
again, will assemble to cut peat for fuel on the appointed'priest's
moss-day ';andso with other matters of a likenature. Brought
upin such principles, the young Hghlander regards the priest's
interests ashis own,and is not likely to be wanting when his help
is needed in things that affect religion more directly. Is there to
be a special feast day

—
some precessionof the Blessed Sacrament—

thepriestsimply announces thathelp will be needed,and scores of
willing hands are at his service. The writer can never forgetan
occasion of the kind in which he was privileged to take part, and
in which the cheerful readiness with which the young menof the
glendevoted themselves to the needful labor, was as edifying as
their religious demeanour during the Bacred function itself.

Itis true that insuchsecludeddistricts as those wearenow con-
sidering, the work required is verydifferent in itsnature from that
so urgently needed in the cities and large towns;but whatever
assistance the Highland priest may demand, there is always
abundant good-will tosupply it,and that, after all,is the question
at issue,
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Obituary.
MR. TERENCE KODGKKS, OAMAEU,

(From our Oamaru correspondent.)
Few, if any,of the incidents in connection with the war, as

directly concerning the Oamaru district, havecaused such xiniverpal
Borrow as thenewsof the di»ath of Mr.Terence Rodgers. son of Mr.
Terence Rodgers, farmer, Totara. A telegram from theRifrhtHon.Mr.
Seddon containing the f-ad announcemeut and also a telegramof
condolence from his Excellency the Governor were receivedby Mr.
Roderers on Friday last, and these were the first intimations he
receivedof the death of ins son. The deceased, a fine typeof youth-
ful manhood, had just attainel his twentieth year. He was a
nativeof Oamaru, the eldest of Mr. Rodger's family of four sons
andone daughter. Hehad grownup a youth of fine promise under
the training of thenuns, in the convent school, and afterwards, in
St. Patrick's Boys' School, and during his wholeschool career was
auniversal favorite. Heleft the Colony in charge of horses at the
time of the departureof the sixthcontingent (being then too young
for enrolment) but on reaching South Africa he took service with
Kitchener's Scouts. No news of his illness had been received by
his family, and the shock at thenews of his death was therefore the
greater. The prayers of the congregation at Sunday's Masses
were fervently offered for the deceased,and sympathy of the whole
district is extended to his family.

—
R.I.P.

Catholic Highlanders.
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MONUMENTS.

BO USK IL L AND MeN AB,
SYMONDS STREET, AUCKLAND,

Have a Choice Lot of NEW MONUMENTS. Light and Daik
Marble,and Red,Gray, and Dark Green Granite. Prices moderate.
Our work has again been awarded thehighest honors presentedat
the Christchurch Exhibition. Three Exhibits. First Prize for
Carving ; First and Second for Lead Letters. AucklandExhibition,

Four First Prizes and Gold Medal.
Designs Free on application. All kinds of IronFences.

Telephone732.

ailT?'PT'nA "NT Sir C^Ci LEADING LAND AGENTS, HOTEL BROKERS & FORWARDING AGENTS,
OJI.JI«.LV>IJLyxXIN Ou vU.) GISBRONE, POVERTY BAY. INVITED

rr\ O LET FOR ENTERTAINMENTS1 "THE COLOSSEUM," CHRISTCHURCH.
This Building, 240 feet by 94 feet, between Armagh street and

Gloucester street,originally erected for a Skating Rink, has been
acquiredby a company witha view to letting same for Entertain-
ments. Arrangements have bren made to thoroughly renovate,
decorate, and instal the same for electric light. Bookings for the
y<ar can now be made with the undersigned. The Building being
admirably designed,and the acoustic propertiesbeing good, itwill
be foundsuitable for the following gatherings, amongst others :—

BANQUETS, BAZAARS, CONVERSAZIONES, PUBLIC
MEETINGS, MILITARY TOURNAMENTS, PHYSICAL
DRILL, GYMNA&TIC EXHIBITIONS, SOIREES,
MILITARY BAND CONCERTS or CONTESTS, PRO-
MENADE or ORDINARY CONCERTS, SKATING, Etc.

For further particulars apply
ENGLAND & THOMAS,

Royal Insurance Chambers, 208Herefordstreet.
P.O. Box 467. Telephone644.

EJIBERNIAN-AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLICLJ" BENEFIT SOCIETY,
NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT,No. 3.

The CatholicCommunity is earnestly requested to support this
excellent Organisation, for it inculcates a love of Holy Faithand
Patriotism inaddition to the unsurpassed benefits and privileges of
Membership.

The Entrance Fees are from 53 to £t, according to age at time
of Admission.

Sick Benefits 20* per week for 26 weeks,15s per week for the
next 13 weeks, and 10sa week for the following 13 weeks. In case
of a further continuance of his illness a member of SevenYears'
Standing previous to the commencement of such illness will be
allowed 5s per week as superannuationduring incapacity.

Funeral Allowance, JJ2O at the death of a Member,and £10 at
the death of a Member's Wife.

Inaddition to the foregoingprovision is made for the admis-
sion of Honorary Members, Reduced Benefit Members, and the
establishment of Sisters' Branches and Juvenile Coutingents. Full
informationmay be obtained from Local Branch Officers or direct
from theDistrict Secretary.

The District Officers are anxious to open New Branches,and
will give all possible assistance and information to applicants.
Branches being established in the various centres throughout the
Colonies aninvaluable measure of reciprocity obtains.

W. KANE,
District Secretary,

Auckland.

CITY HOTEL.
LTLder entirely New Management, and thoroughly renovated

from floor to ceiling.
Private Writing Ro^m for Commercial Gentlemen.

The Building is thoroughly Fireproof.

J. A. TURNER " " """ """ Proprietor.

Telephone 603. P.O Box 212.

The Right Hon. thePremier must look to his laurels. During
the weekSir JospphWard was on the West Coast he delivered on
an average five speechesper workingday with an odd one thrown
in;he attendedseven public dinners, besides a social givenin his
honor; and in addition received a number of deputations,and
transacted a large amount of public business.

A visit to the boot establishment of Messrs Simon Brothers
George and Princes streets, Dunedin, will satisfy intending pur-
chasers that the stocks and prices cannot be excelled in the city.
The firm is noted for the high class and stylish character of their
goods, and themost fastidious cannot fail being satisfied with the
new goods just being openedup....


