
THE CATHOLIC TRUTH BOCIKTT.
Mas. Bukkb,theauthor of the charming little work The Valueof
Life,has given uh, through the Catholic Truth Sooiety (London), a
compact and useful little volume (pp. 92, cloth, 6d) entitled Daily
Readingtfor a Month. The readings cover a wide range of sub-
jeots, such asDevotion, Charity, Kindness,Judging our Neighbor,
Self-government, Patience, Resignation, etc., and the authors
represented are Cardinal Newman, Father Faber, St. Francis de
Bales, and oilier voted wrilero.

The G.T.S.(London)has also brought out, in neat and attrac-
tivestyle,penny editioua of thoGospels. Those ofSt. Mathew,St.
Mark, andSt.Luke aretohand. The type and paper and general
get upareexcellentand these little books should domuch to fostera
love for the SacredWritings inCatholic homes. Theyareeminently
suited for school use,and the notes by Canon Mclntyre, D.D. (Pro-
fessor of Scripture at OscottCollege) though few,are a decidedaid
to the elucidation of the text for the laity.

Anexceedingly useful workhas beenundertakenby the Bishops
of Clifton. It is Ths Early History of the Catholic Church,suited
for popular reading. It is to be completed in twelve monthly
numbers (are apenny each,about 136 pages),seven of which have
been already issued. We strongly recommend this to the laity
everywhere. In connection with this we would warmlycommend
the exoellent Bird's-eye View of Church History (pp. 86, 3d)
published by the same Society. Among the valuable reprints
issuedby the Sooietyare the following,which deserve the widest
possible circulation. Mr. Wilfrid Ward's capital paper on The
Conservative Genius of the Catholic Church, Father Wilberforce's
life of Canon Bathuret, and TheHelps if the Laity, by Father
Norris. There are several further instalments of Wayside Tales
(Id) from the tireless pen of Lady Herbert;and the Bishop of
Cliftoncontributesa very interesting and instructive history of the
venerableBasilica of SanClemente in Rome

—
the ohiefhouse of the

Irish Dominican Fathers. It contains 48 pages,and is enriched
with illustrations of those historical mural paintings, etc., which
bearmutebut eloquentwitness to the continuityand indefectibility
of the teachings of the Catholic Church down through the long
course of the ages. Other timely publications are Dr.Horton on
the Confessional and TheJesuit Obedience.

VARIOUS.
The gifted young Irishwoman, Miss Mary Banim (who, by the
way,is a daughter of John Banim, the noted Irish novelist)is the
translator of an interesting life of St.John Baptistde la Salle, the
Founder of the Christian Schools. It appears under the title of
The Newest Saint, and contains 32 pages demy Bvo (Id.), and is
publishedby the Catholic Truth Society of Ireland(2, Lower Abbey
Street, Dublin). The work of the translator is admirably done.
Thiß is the 26thpamphlet issuedby the C.T.S.I.since its foundation
aBhort time ago.

The Tidings Company (Los Angeles, Cal.) have published an
exceedingly interesting pamphlet, Footprints of SpanishPadns in
New Mexico and Arizona. The title explains the scope of the
pamphlet,which is a faithful record of the magnificent devotionof
thenoble pioneersof Christianity who spreadthe faith through the
vast regionbetween the Rio Grande and theColorado.

Therearefew countriesinEuropewhichoffer so wide afield for
theantiquarianandarchaeologist as Ireland, and consequently it is
interesting to know that in many parts of the country there are
associationsfor the purpose of collecting data regarding county
families, old castles and religious houses, and folk lore, and
publishing the results of their researches for the benefit of those
whohave neither the time nor the talent for euch inquiries them-
selves. One of the most active of these associations is the Cork
Historical and ArchaaologicalSociety, whoseJournal for the quar-
ter ending December we have just received. This Society is non-
political and non-sectarian, and has on its council menof all shades
of religious andpoliticalopinion. Itwas founded about ten years
ago with the object of collecting, preserving, and diffusing all
available information regarding the past ofthe city and county of
Cork,and Southof Ireland generally. The placeof honor is given
to
'Records of the Barrys,' inwhich the history of that well known

Cork family is traced with evident care and great minuteness by
the late Rev.Father Barry, parish priest of Rathcormac. Itmight
be said that an account of this family was for many yearssynony-
mous with the history of Cork for the Lords Barry shared with the
McCarthys supremacy in the district. Among other articles are
1Medals of the Irish Volunteers,' 'List of 17th and 18th Century
Cork-printed Books,' in which itis stated that the first newspaper
publishedin the city

—
the Corh XtwsLetter

—
was issued in1723,and

1Mourne Abbey and Barrett's Castle.' The Journal is a verycredit-
able production, and is wellworthy of support by Corkmen all the
world over who take an interest in the history of the city and
county.

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

March 31, Sunday.— Palm Sunday.
April 1, Monday.

—
Feria. St.Francis dePaul.„ 2, Tuesday.— Feria.„ a, Wednesday.

—
Feria.

„ 4, Thursday —
The Last Supper,

„ 5, Friday.— Good Friday.„ t>, Saturday.— Holy Saturday.

GOOD FRIDAT.
No aspect of our Blessed Lord's life is made so much of by the
Saints as Ilia sufferings ;and at the same time nothing is so
neglected, or indeed contemned, by unbelievers and by worldly
Christians.

'
All the saints,'saysSt. Alphonsus,'cherished a tender

devotion towards Jesus Christ in His passion;this is theonly means
by which they sanctified themselves.' 'He who desires,' says St.
Bonaventure, 'to goonadvancing from virtue to virtue,from grace
to grace,should meditate continually on thepassionof Jesus.1 In-
deed, the sufferings of theGod-Manare the most mysteriouspartof
themystery of the Incarnation. He wouldhaveredeemedus with-
out them. Even His Divine wish to satisfy for us to the utmost
rigor of justice would have been fulfilled by the shedding of a
single tear, the sacrifice of only one drop of His blood

—
either of

these acts would havesufficed to atone to the full for the sins of ten
thousand worlds. On theother hand,it were blasphemy tosay that
God rejoices in human suffering, as such; tohold,as heretics have
done, that God imputed human sin to Him,and delighted in the
agonies which that Bin brought upon Him. Why, then, did He
choose to suffer1 and to Buffer so terribly that as Hiß interior
suffering andsadness were greater than any other earthly anguish
couldbe, soHis bodily suffering wasmoreintense than mortalman
has ever enduredI'

The first causeof thePassion,' saysSt.Thomas of Aquin, 'was
thathe wished it to be known how much God loved man.' Itia
not difficult to understand the connection. Anact of the will, or,
aswe say,of the heart,may be strong and intense;but,unless it
is doneunder stressof pain,it iawanting ina certain speciesof in-
tensity. You may test this in your own experience. There ia a
moment when, letus say,youkneel before thealtar of God, happy,
contented, peaceful and full of joy;your heart lifts itself up to
Godin sweetand earnestprayer,and your whole being experiences
the feeling that to love God and to belong to Him is indeed the
only delight that existence could offer. Then, letus suppose, you
are suddenly pierced by some sharp arrow of suffering;by some
loss,grief, scorn, or physical pain,which in an instant diffuses the
fire of throbbing anguish through your mental and physical being.
Observe whathappens. Up to that moment you wereunconscious
of self. Things ran so smoothly,sopeacefully, so pleasantly, that
you seemed to have merged your weak nature in God and God'a
love;and, as far as it went, your adhesion to God was genuine.
Now there instantly starts up into sight your eelf

—
with all its

susceptibility and selfishness; your self, which comes and stands
importunate ;beside you, protesting, crying, wailing, resisting.
Thereupononeof two things happens :either your adhesion toGod
is broken, your recollection scattered, and your loving activity
stoppeddead, by your attention to that hurt and smarting self;or
else you refuse to be turned from God even by the excess of pain,
youseize the pain itself and offer it, turning it into fuel to feed the
flame of your heart, and so you intensify indefinitely the act of
yourunionand your love.

We cannot make toomuch of the stupendous fact that Christ
suffered allhis life— in every variety of pain and anguish beyond
whatit waspossible for mere mortal men to suffer. Suffering in
the exercise of her divineandaustere mission, was waiting for Him
when He set His foot uponthe earth. She stood beside the crib at
Bethlehem,and accompaniedHimin the wanderingsof His infancy.
She dwelt within the walls of the holy house, cherished by Jesus,
Mary,and Joseph. When He went forthupon His Father's business
she trod the waysof Judea andGalilee byHia side, and led Him by
hand to toil, to contempt, to ingratitude, to cold, to hunger, and
watching. She caused Him to feel theBorrows of His mother. She
letHim taste the bitterness of being disowned by thehighand by
thelowly, rejected by His own people,distrusted by the little chil-
dren. She wrung from Him in the garden that cry of anguish
prophesiedlong before: 'Save me, O God,for the watershavebroken
inevenupon my soul !

'
She beckoned Him to thepretorium,and

to themockery and horror of the crowning with thorns. She laid
the cross upon His bleeding shoulders and wentbefore Him on the
road toCalvary. Then she stood still on the mountain of myrrh
and the hill of frankincense, where bitterness was to be supreme
and sacrifice was to go up to the heavens; she stood still and
pointedto the cross and the nails ;and He said :

'
BeholdIcome!

'
And when the cross had been lifted up,suffering, for yet three
hours

—
and thenher mibsion was at an end;andas whena dark

cloudbreaks and the rains stream upon the earth,suffering since
that dayhas fallen on menand women in every age and over all
the world,and every drop has been full of the fragrance of the
Cross (Bishop Hedley).

The 'Sterling
'

bicycle has nowobtained such a hold on public
favor thatit needs little recommendation. The sole ageuta in this
Colony are Messrs. Morrow, Bassett, and Co., Christchurch, Ash-
burton, andDunedin.

—
„,%

Those whohave used "Kukos
'

tea need no inducement tocon-
tinue doing so, for its merits recommend it,but those who havenot
should give it a trial, when they can judge for themselves of its
qualities. It can be obtained from leading storekeepers in Otago
andSouthland in packetsand tins.— *%

The RailwayDepartmentnotifies that holidayexcursiontickets
willbe issued between the various stations on the Hurunui-Bluff
section from April 3 to 8,and availablefor returnupto and includ-
ing May 7.— ,%

Witches Oil curespainsand aches,neuralgia,headache,sciatica,
rheumatism. Price, 2s 6d. Try it.

—
MM
mm

Tussicura,the wonderfulcoughremedy— soldbyallohemiataand
grocers.— *%

Thursday,March 28, 1901.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

NEW BOOKS. Friendsat Court.
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