
On Tuesday the Very Rev. Father Boyle, CM., left Dunedin
for Sydney by the Zealandia, after having oonduoted a series of
retreatswhioh were successful in quite an unusual degree The
Very Rev.Father, who had endeared himself very much to priests
and people during his stay in Dunedin, was aooompanied to the
boat atPortChalmersby theCatholio clergy of thecity andSouth
Dunedin.

Theretreatgivenby the Very Rev. Father Boyle, CM.,at St.
Patrick's Basilica, South Dunedin, during the past week was
numerously attended. On Snnday morning a very largenumber
of the congregationapproached the HolyTable,andinthe evening,
when the retreat was brought to a olose, thebasilica wascrowded,
when a renewal of Baptismal vows was made. The Very Rev.
Father Boyle occupied thepulpit, andreferredtothe greatpleasure
he feltat the large attendances both morningand evening during
the week. Some excellent advice was given by the Very Rev.
Father to the younger members of the congregation and also to
parents, whom he urged to give their children a good religious
education, and trusted there would not be one Catholio family ia
the parish sending their children to any but their own schools.
He also advised everyone whopossibly could to join the association
of the SacredHeart andcontinue thepractice of themonthly com*
munion. The Rev. Father Coffey,who had just returnedfrom the
conntry, said be felt extremely gratified at the success of the
mission,and trusted the adviceof theVeryRev.Father Boyle would
be taken to heart and actedup to. A large number of names were
received from those intending to become members of the Sacred
Heart association. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament wus
given by the Rev.Father Delaney. The choir,under Mr. G. Neill,
renderedseveral mission hymns ina creditable mannerat the even*
ing services.

NEW ZEALAND : GENERAL.

Someof the enemiesof progressivelegislation have no worse—
orbetter

—
taunt to fling at theNewZealandGovernmentthan this:

that it is a 'grandmotherly'one. Well, it is at leasta wise old
grandmother, and,for allher age,fully abreast of the times

—
in

somerespectsthe lively old dame is a little ahead of them. Our
Government's functions are as varied asithose of the elephant's
trunk, whiohoanshift half a tonof lumberor piok upa number6
sewing needle. Mr. Seddon's Cabinet oan with apparently equal
easesolve theknottiestquestions of land andlabor legislation,and
teach settlershow to raisepoultry and'dress

'
duoks and feedgos-

lings. A few days agoour representativevisited the poultry-farm
lately establishedat Milton. He found it an object-lesson of enor-
mouspossiblecommercialvalue to that rich and favoreddistrict.
Hehas nowquite recoveredfrom the shook of blank surprise with
whichhelearnedthatfowlsnotonly habituallyswallowedtheir teeth,
but that themolars most in request by themare jagged pieces of
orushei glass— -as largeas driedpeas— which,intheir passage down
the oesophagus towards the gizzard must feel like a
procession of red-hot barbed wire. But Government is
not stopping atmerely teaching settlers how to raise poultry. It
is giving a trial to the experiment of shipping the dead
birds to the London market. Few people are aware of
the enormoussource of wealththat iBpossible to scientific poultry
raising. The

'
old stockings

'
of Franceare to a great extent filled

by the domesticfowl. According to Mulhall Great Britainin 1896
imported from France alone 6000 tons of poultry and394 000,000
eggs— the whole valued at £1,600,000. We learn that there are
about 45,000,000 hens in the Republic. These are valued at over
£5,000,000. One-fifth of the stock is annually consumed for food,
and is sold for about £1,000,000. Two million roosters are also
■old, and these bring in close on £250,000. The laying hens are
numbered at 35,000,000, and the annual valueof their eggs is set
down at £9,000,000. Here we have an annual return of over
£10,000,000

—
a sum very nearly equal to New Zealand's total

exports a few years back
—

from the poultry of France. New
Zealand Bettlera would do well to look into this matter. There's
money in it.

A second shortsharp shock of controversy ended the disputeat
Westport as to theexclusionof one of MarieCorelli'a screamingand
anti-Christian romances from the local public library. The objec-
tionable volume, TJu Matter Chrittian

—
which is Bimply a no-

Popery pamphlet on an extended seale
—

is to remain without
disinfectants uponthe Bhelvee of a library which derives its chief
support from the publio purse. We hope the matter of turning
public institutes of this kind into propagandas of no-Popery will
not be allowed to rest whereit stands atpresent inWestport. In
themeantime the local Catholic body owe a debt of thanks to the
able writer who, over the pen-name of

'Catholic,' did such good
Bervioe in directing attention to a grave abuse. During the last
brief convulsion ofcontroversy * Catholio

'
got in the following left-

handers on the Athenaeum Committee :
— '

Opinions as to whether
Tlie Matter Chrittian is blasphemouswill,ofcourse,depend on the
relativedegrees of respectentertained for the Saviour of the world.
Our chief objection,studiously disregarded in the oommittee's dio-
oussion,is that the book is,on the beet testimony,a merelibel on
the Vatican. A dominant note in the criticismof leading Englieh
reviewerswas the ignorance of Rome andRoman life displayed by
Marie Corelli;yet, in the faoe of this, we have Mr. Marshall's
sapient opinion that there is nothing bad in thebook. Itwould
seem that Mr. Marshall believes a libel on the Catholio Church is
probablya form of virtue. Mr.Straohan opined that, because the
book was by a well-known writer, it should be restored to the
shelves. Surely Mr. Straohan does not think that evena well-
known writer is free from the restrictions ordinarily placedon the
false witness. MarieCorelli and some of her admirersapparently
have no regard for the maxim that

"
fiction is not falsehood." Mr.

Atkinsonconsiders the workan unjustifiable attack on theCatholio
Ohuroh, but, in that case,could he explain how its patronage and
circulationby the Athenaeum is justifiable T On the whole it would
be difficult to conoeive a more wretched defence of their official
affront than theremarksof thesepro-Corelli apologists,'

TheSixthNew Zealand Contingent for South Africa arrived
atPretoriaonFriday last, allbeingreported well.

The purchase money (£141,661) for the Purves Russell's
Hatoma estate, compulsonly acquired by the Government, waspaid
over inWellington on Tuesday.

During the past year 489 children in Wellington, 135 in the
suburbs and Manawatu,and321inWairarapahavereceived instruc-
tionin cookeryunder the Boardof Education.

The DunedinTramways wereofficially taken overonThursday
by the City Council, whenthe event was celebratedby a luncheon,
a processionof cars,and free rides to all andsundry.

During 1900 there were145 deathsin the four centresof the
Colony from cancer, 171 from heart disease, 266 from phthisis
and other tubercular diseases. Therewere110 violentdeathsduring
the year.

The Wellington City Council think that the head of civic
affairs wouldlook more dignified in robes, and consequently have
ordereda suit for the Mayor. The new regalia is tobe ready by the
arrival of the royal visitors.

The Governmenthavedecidedthat the number of ootznoillors
in aborough shall be as follows -.—With & population under 5000,
nine members ;over 5000 and under 30,000, 12; 30,000 and over,15.
The last provision will for thepresent only apply,to Auckland and
Wellington.

The new century volume of The Dominican Star is now in
courseof preparation,and will be ready shortly. We understand
that the new volume will evenexcel its predecessors from every
point of view,which ia saying a good deal,considering the very
high standardattainedby thispopularannualsince its first issue.

The Cabinethas deoidedthat the New Zealand military oon-
tingent at the opening of the Federal Parliament shall consistof
100

—
viz., 20 men each from the Permanent Artillery, mounted

corps, infantry, naval artillery, and Maoris. The men are to be
{■elected from all parts of the Colony by the Commander of the
Forces.

The extensive stables of theNew Zealand Express Company,
Dunedin, were destroyed by fire on Wednesday evening of last
week. The building oovered nearlyhalf an acre and had been
only reoently erected. Besides the building, seven horses, vans,
furniture, and harness wereburned. The damage wasestimatedat
between£7000 and £8000.
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DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.cranedhis neck over the ledge of the gallery to oatoh every word.
Ifthe expressionof the oountenanoeoangive any indicationof the
feelings, the Prince was not only a delighted but an approving
auditor of the Prime Minister'splea for an IrishParliament. The
olose of one of Mr. Gladstone's Home Rule speeches wasmarked)
several yeanago,byan extraordinary incident. The cheersin the
House wereemphasisedby aloud clapping of hands inthe Peers'
Gallery. The "offender "—of whom the gallery attendants,with
an admirable discretion, took no notice

—
was the late Duke of

Clarence, whosatbeside thePrince ofWales,and whoseenthusiastic
outburst wasnot restrainedby his father."

'

The Right Rev.Dr. Verdon,Bishop of Dunedin, was in Law-
rence on Sunday, when his Lordship administeredConfirmationto
a numberof ohildren.

At St. Joseph's Cathedral on Sunday Mr. Kilburn Heron, a
Melbourne tenor, sang the 'Cujus Animam' from the 'Stabat
Mater

'
(Rossini), while Miss Blaney also sang a solo, with violin

obligateby Herr Zimmermann.
Itis understood that Mr. P. Hally, who hM displayed Buoh

markedability from time to time inconducting oaseson behalf of
the operativesbefore theConciliationBoard and ArbitrationCourt,
andby his studiedmoderation trainedthe respect of employen and
employees,will be acandidatefor the vacancyon theBoard caused
by Mr.Millar'sretirement.

The Orphanage of St.Vincent do Paul, South Dunedin, con-
ductedby the Sisters of Mercy, has been left£500 by the late Mr
Frank Johnston, an old and highly-esteemed Catholic of South
Dunedin, who died recently at his residence,Anderson's Bay road.
He alsoleft a sum of £50 to theSt. Vincentde Fan! Society incon-
nection withSt. Joseph'sCathedralparish.
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