
PASSION SUNDAY.
Passion Sunday is so called because from this day the Church
occupies herself exclusively with the contemplation of the
Passion and Deathof the Saviour. The pictures of Christ crucifiedare covered on this day inmemory of Hia having hiddenHimself
from the Jews until His entrance into Jerusalem, no longer show-
ing Himself in public. In the Mass, the " Glory be to theFather,'
etc., is omittedbecause in the person of Christ theHoly Trinity was
dishonored. The psalm 'Judica' is not said, because on this day
thehighpriests held council about our Lord, for which reason in
thenameof the sufferingSaviour thepriest uses these words at the
1Introit

'
:
— '

Judge me, O God,and distinguish my cause from the
nation that is not holy:deliver me from the unjust and deceitful
man, for Thou art my God andmy strength,etc'

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.
When our first parentsAdam and Evehad,by theirdisobedience

totheDivinecommand, defiled our human nature with the guilt of
sin, and drawn down the vengeance of heaven on themselves and
their posterity, God in His infinite mercy promised that another
Eveshould one day appear on earth, who, by giving birth to the
Saviour of the world, would repair the ruin brought on mankind
through themalice of the devil. After some thousands of years of
anxious expectation, during which the world groaned under the
burdenof sin,and the gates of heaven remained closed against the
human race, the day of deliverance at length arrived. A solemn
embassy was sent from heaven to negotiate with her, who from all
eternity had been chosen to be the Mother of the IncarnateGod, the
important work of man's redemption. The ambassador was the
great Archangel Gabriel;and she to whomhis mission wasdirected
was ahumble virgin of the race of David,and was espoused to a
poor but virtuous artisan named Joseph. The history of this great
event, the greatest that the world has ever seen, is recorded by the
Evangelist St. Luke, who probably learnt theparticulars of this as
wellas of the other mysteries of our Lord's early life from the lips
ofour Blessed Lady herself.

Itis to remind us of the infinite goodness of God asmanifested
in theMystery of theIncarnation, and tohonor Mary as the Mother
of the Word made Flesh, that the Feast of the Annunciation h as
been instituted by the Church. For the same reasons the Angelub
bell is sounded thrice each day— namely,morning, noun, and even-
ing,when weareinvited tomeditate on the great mystery of a1God
made Man,' and to recite a prayer in honor of theMother of the
Redeemer.

CHAIR OF ST. PETCR AT ANTIOCH.
On this day is commemorated the establishment by St.Peter of

his episcopal See at Antioeh, whence for seven years he ruled the
Churchbefore finally fixing the seat of hia spiritual governmentat
Rome.

bT. RUPERT, BISHOP AND COXTK^SOR.
St. Rupert, a Frenchman illustrious for his noble birth,but

still more so for his many virtues, was Bishop of Salzburg inBavaria, the inhabitants of which countryhe had converted to the
True Faith. He died about thebeginning of the seventh century.

■ST. SIXTUS 111., POPE AND CONFEbSOR.
St. Sixtus succeeded PopeSt. Celestine in i'A'2. His pontificate

lasted till 440. The meek and forgiving spirit of this Pope was
shownby his many acts of kindness towards a Roman noblemanby
whomhehadbeengrievously slandered.

6T. JOHN CAPISTRAN.
St. JohnCapistran was a disciple of St. Bernardineof Siena,

and was born in 1385 at Capistrano, Italy. He showed great seal
and power in preaching;he traversed Italy, Austria, Moravia,Bohemia,Hungary, Poland, and part of Germany. He received the
abjuration of 11,000Hussites. To his zeal andeloquence,principally
is ascribed the great victory, which, in 1406, the Christians, under
the gallantHanniades,gainedatBelgrade,over Mohammed11.

Intheelection for the Temora Hospital oommittee the other
day, the VeryRev.Father Fallon headed thepoll with75 votes.

Alderman MichaelReal,a brother of Mr. Justice Real,has been
electedMayor of Ipswich.

The Rev,Father Hogan, Forest Lodge, has succeeded the late
FatherM'Glone inchargeof the Lithgow parish.

The VeryRev. J. Ryan, 8.J.. Hector of St. Aavierß, Kew, and
former Rector of St. Ignatius's College. Riverview,has been ap-
pointed Superior of the Jesuit Missionin Australia. The appoint-
ment, whioh waß made by the General of the Society,comes from
Borne.

The Rome correspondentof the Iruli Catholic states thatit is
generally believed in the Eternal City that the Holy Father has
approved thenominationof theRight Rev. Monsignor Kelly,Rector
of the IrishCollege, as Coadjutor to his Eminence CardinalMoran,
Arohbishopof Sydney.

Talking of churohes reminds me(writesaMelbourne correspon-
dent) that the fine church under the invocationef St.John, East
Melbourne, is now receiving its finishing touches. Two leading
featuresin the design ofthis pretty church are of special interest

—
its Irish RoundTower (theonly one in the colony) andCeltic Cross
of New Zealand Oamaru stone elegantly carved. The latter is
inserted in the facade, and its arms enclose themain lights. The
new church willbe solemnly blessed andopenedonIreland's Patron
Saint's Day.

Lord Hopetoun has submitted the following programme for
the DukeandDuchess of York's movements for Mr.Chamberlain's
approval:

—
Arrive in Melbourne on May 6;open Parliament on

the 9th; leaveon the17th; arriveatBrisbane on the20th;leave
on the 25th; arrive at Sydney on the 27th; leave on June 8 ;
arrive in New Zealand on the 12th, and leave on the 28th;arrive
atHobarton July 1,and leave on the 6th; arrive at Adelaide on
the 9th,and leaveon the 15th; arrive at Perth on the 19th,and
leaveAustralia on July 24.

The Melbourne Argut of a recent date has the following
paragraph concerning a son of the Hon. N. Fitzgerald, K.S.G.,
M.L.C.:

— 'Captain P.D. Fitzgerald, of the 11th Hussars, who dis-
tinguished himself at Ladysmith, recently returned to London
wounded. He went to South Africa from Indiaon specialservice
before war was declared. CaptainFitzgeraldservedas adjutant for
sixmonths in the Imperial Light Horse, and then joined the staff
of the Earl of Dundonald. He has been twice recommended for
the Victoria Cross for twoseparate deedsof gallantry, onceat Lom-
bard'sKopandagain atWagon Hill,Ladysmith, on that memorable
day when the garrison was hard pressed and was saved by the
Devons. Captain Fitzgerald on this occasion rallied the troops at
the moment theBoers pußhed home the attack, and of the officers
engaged15 out of 21 werekilled or wounded he being among the
latter.'

The death is reported of the Rev. Father Casey, pastor of
Bourke, New South Wales, whopassed away at the early age of 33
years. FatherCasey wasborn in theparishof Carna, in the County
of Galway, on the Feast of St. Columba, in the year 1868, and on
the same day he was baptised and called Colme, or Colman, after
that great Irish paint, and Jarlath, after the patron saint of his
nativediocese. Evincing at an early agea Btrong inclination for
the priestly life, he entered the diocesan seminary, St. Jarlath's
College,Tuam. Having finished his early traininghe resolved to
labor for God and his holy religion in a foreign land. With this
end in view he entered the Ecclesiastical College of Carlow,and
commenced there his philosophical studies. Just at this time Dr.
Dunne, the zealous bishop of the newly-formed diocese of Wil-
oannia,was looking for volunteers for this newanddifficultmission.
The youngstudent offered himself, and was joyfully accepted. His
courseat Carlow was short, but most successful. He was ordained
in Carlow Cathedral in June, 1892, and arrived in Australia in
Octoberof the same year.

On Sunday,February 17, at All Hallows' Convent,Brisbane,
there passed away, at the age of 84 years, Rev. Mother Mary
Elizabeth. A peculiar interest was attached to the life of the
deceasednun, owing to the fact that she was oneof the company of
Sisters of Mercy who went through the Crimean War in1854-6,
oaring for and tending the sick and wounded British troops.
MotherMary Elizabeth was amember of a very old English family
named Hercy,of Berkshire,anda sister of Major-General Francis
Hercy, whois still living. The late Sister took the black veil at
Baggott street,Dublin, in 1845. Going with the Sisters of Mercy
to the Crimea,she remained there, from 1854 to 1856,being asso-
ciated with all the good work done by the worthy Sisters. Ten
years later, 1866, she arrived in Queensland, where she had
remained almost ever since. Mother MaryElizabeth was 81 years
of age on the 20th January last,so that she was actually inher
85thyear when she died, the causeof death being a general break-
ingupof the system from age. On the occasion of the Queen's
Jubilee in1897 it was decidedtodecorate all thenurses then living
whohad been at the Crimea, and the late Sister was one of five
who were then living, three being at the Bermondsey Convent,
London, and the other at Gort Convent, County Galway, Ireland.
All the others, exceptingSister MaryElizabeth,attendedat Windsor
on this occasion;but for a time there wassomedoubt in theminds
of the authorities in England whether she still survived. The
Sisters weredecoratedwith thedecorationof the Royal Red Cross,
andSister Mary Elizabeth's Order was sent toher brother,General
Hercy, tobe forwardedto her.

A few weeks ago the RightRev. Dr. Torreggiani, Bishop ofArmidale. received a gold medal of the Order of Pro Ecclesia
Pontifice from thePope, inrecognition of his greatzeal andactivity.
The medal is in the form of a large solid goldLatin Cross with the
headof thePontiff raised in the centre,andthe lettering 'LeoXIII.
Pontifex Maximus.' The medal is accompanied by a brief parch-
ment signed by CardinalRampolla, Secretary of State to thePapal
Court. There are three degrees of the Order, and theBishop ob-
tained the first degree, andis the only recipient of this Order in the
Australian colonies. There wereonly eightpriests betweenGrafton
and Quirindi when the Bishop arrived,but there arenow over40.
Grafton was made a separate diocese in 1877. The Bishop was
ordained 40 yeara ago, and was made subdeacon by CardinalBaoffin, anddeacon by Cardinal Viapiella, Archbishopof Bologne.

Thursday,March 21, 1901.]

INTERCOLONIAL.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Friendsat Court.
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

March 24, Sunday.
—

Passion Sunday.„ 25, Monday.— Feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.„ 2fi, Tuesday.— Chair of St.Peter at Antioeh.

97 Wednesday.
—

St.Rupert.Bishopami Confessor.„ 28, Thursday.— St.Sixtua111., PopeandConfessor.„ 2<*, Friday
—

Feast of the Seven Dolors of the Blessed
Virgin.„ 30, Saturday.— St. JohnCapistran, Confessor.
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