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chairs were occupied by Sister Donnell (vice-president) and Bro. F.
0'Connell (vice-president). Apologies for non-uttendance were re-
ceived from the Very Rev. Fa:her Ginaty and the loeal priests
whose daties precluded their being present, Bro. Sellars (recretary),
owing to indisposition, and Sir Westby B. Perceval, who had
departed for the West Coast., After breakfast the president
expressed, on bebalf of the Society, their pratitnde to the Bishop
for gracing the occasion with his presence, their great appreciation
of the many services his Lordship had rendered thom, and thankful-
ness for the success of the morning’s ceremonial, Hia Lordship,
who on rising to address the assemblage was received with pro-
longed applauge, in appropriate terms expressed his great pleasure
at heing precent at what was an entirely new departore so far as
the Branch was concerned, but which he trasted, being now so
auspicunusly inangarated, wonld he an annuslly recurring celebra-
tion. He wss edified beyond expression, as he felt sure all were
who beheld the truly devotional manner that they in such great nam-
bers attended Holy Communion that moroiag, first of ali a8 a loving
duty they owel to Almighty God, and also 1m honor of their
illustrious patron Saint, Any efforts he had made on their behalf
in the past would be renewed in the future, especially in using his
utmost endeavours to induce many young men to join their ranks,
In alluding toa work most dear to hun—the erection of a cathedral —
he thought it wonld be fitting if the brethren took upnn themselves
the raising of & chapel 1n the new structure to 8t Patrick. His
plan was to have one in any event, and no work he felt sure would
sppeal to them with greater force than an enduring monument
and token of their unbounding tidelity to their great saint. The
Very Rev. Dean Foley,in a practical address, referred to the spiritnal
and temporal venefits derived from membership with the society.
Bro. F. Doolan, delegate to the recent district meetivg held in
Dupedin, gave a réanmd of the transactions there and other
matters pertaining to the progress of the rociety, and on the moticn
of Bra. Nelsen, P.1°,, a very hearly vote of thanks was accorded to
Brother and Sister Burke for providing and supervising at short
notice the breakfast they all had 80 much appreciated aod enjoyed.
Bro. Burke who, although present. i I am extremely sorry to learn
far from well, did not feel fit to reply, this duty was huwever vory
capably carried out by Bro. R. Hayward, All thoww wha were
in attendance at the breakfust were eubsequently photographed 1na
Toup.

& gt 11 o'clock Solemin High Masa— am Epreenpo—was celo-
brated, The Rev. Father Galerne was celehrant, the Very Lev,
Dean Foley deacon, Rev, Futher MeDonnell subdeacon, and the
Very Rev. Father Le Menant des Chespals assistant priest. The
moloe at the Mass were taken by Misws Rose Blaney — the
fAgnus Dei’ of Mozart’s First Mass being ewpecially well rendered.
Mr. H. I, Loughvran conducted, and DMliss Faus.on presuded at the
organ.

At Vespera in the eveming the Pro-Ceth d al wa=fi'l 1 inevery
art. After aluding tiy tho erenss of the rorntar, o wasebh 1he
thbernian Boelety was w0 consplenous, s Lordslnp the Bishoo,

who cccupied the pulpit. took for his text the lith ver-c of the 13th
chapter of 8t John :—'You have not ¢hosen me ; but I have cheacs
you,' and delivered a panegyric of 5t. Patrick, the firot discourse on
that particular theme yet heard inthiy ciey. 1o was o masterful
recital of the cruel wroengy irflicte? on the leish race thronen long
ages, their love of the taith of their forefathers, anil fidelity to
St. Patrick, At timcs during the delivery of thos romarkabie dis-
course the deseription of perseention and suff -ring through famine
and other evily was so ot-neely vivid that many were visibly
affected, lHis Lordship the Bishop. assisted by the Very Rev, Father
Le Menunt des Chesnais and Bov, Fasher Gulerne gave Benediction
of the Blessed Bacrament, prinr to which the choirr -ang the hymn
in hooor of 3t Patrick, The Litany of the Blessed Virgin was sung,
and at the conclusion of the service. at the Bishop's rague st the chur
pang ‘ Faith of our Fathers,

ROS5 S

{From our own curre~-pondent).

Rev. Father Bogue is at present on his annual wisit to his
parishionera in South Weatland, During hia ahse nee Rev. Father
Le Petit of Hokit:ka and Rev. rather Malone, of Greymouth have
Lkindly paid visits here.

Dr. I, hosetti, for the past seven years, suraeornesuperintendent
of the Totara Hospital, was on Wednesday evening lunt presented
with an illntiinated addresa and a pold sovereiyn case as a mark of
the estecm io which he is held by the re-idents of Ross, The
sddress was as follows .—' We desire on your resigning the position
of sargeon-supenntendent of the Totara Distriet Hospital to express
our united approbation and esteem for the energetic, impartial, and
satisfactory manner in which yon have discharged the duties of yonr
responsible position, We aleo wish to convey to you our appreciation
of your high professional and private character, which during the
past seven years, we have had ample opportunities of ohrerving, In
conclusion, we wivh you avery success and happiness in whatever
ephere you may choose to direct your future encrgies” The address
was signed by all the leading business men in the district, and wus
beautifully done on satin by the Sisters.

Dr, Rosetti 1# a good, practical Catholic, and wus alwaya t¢ the
fore in anything that pertained to the welfare of the parish,

As your Brunner correspondent has informed you his successor,
Dr. A. T, Mcllroy, was the recipient of several flutlering tesu-
monials before leaving, and he has now taken up his residence
amongst us, And in this gonnestion I hope our local choir will
avail themselves of his services.

8¢, Patrick's School is now in full swing again after the holi-
days. One of the Sisters' pupils—Master Willie Knowles—was
succeasful in passing the Junior Civil SBervice examination, and two
of the Sisters' pupils also passed the preparatory examination in
mueic held in Hokitika recently by the Trinity College examiner.

The Rev. Father Cooney's Ross friends, while sorry to hear that
be has loft the Coust, are, nevertheless, glal at his prowotion to the
charge of such an important parish as Lyttelton.

THE FLOWERY KINGDOM,

v

BITS OF CHINA OLD AND NEW,

A CRUKL MARTYRDOM,

_Father Timia Van Dyek, Pravineinl Superior of Fastern Mon-
golin, has sent a letter, dated September 20, to the Superior-Genersl
of his Order amnanneing thot the Relgian priest, Father Jaseph de
8t, Nicholas, auffered most cruel martyrdem on the 24th July last,
After undergoing many tortures and ignominies, he was buried
alive by order of the Sub-Prefect Lampin Hsern.

TIIE WORK OF THE BOXERS,

Interviewed by the representative of the Tempr, Monsignor
Favier, Bishop of Pekin, ia represented to have expressed the beliet
that the Dowager Empress would return to Pekin in the spring.
The events of the past few months wonld, bhe thought, make the
work of Europeans in China easier. The pagaus had suffered much
more than the Christians. Thke Boxers at Pekin killed 30,000 who
refused to follow them. They pillaged 2000 native shops and 24
Chinese Banks, and burned a third of Pekin. They wronght similar
destruetion outside the city.

A TERRIBLE FATE,

BMany terrible reports have come from Chion of late, but
perhaps none containing such fearfanl details as those set forth in
the letter of a Sister of Charity with regard to the massacre of the
innocents at Wan-tung. She tells how about a hundred little boys
had taken refuge there when the place was attacked and fired.
The children with two Brothers sought a high terrace, and there
defended themaselves for several honrs, at the ssme time witnesming
the horrible massacre of between 300 and 400 Christians, The
church was set on fire, and as the boys were bheing roasted they had
to descend from the terrace. Neatly all were killed, but a few
broke throngh, and, led by a Brother, escaped to the orphanage out-
slde the city at Sha-La. There they bogged for help from the
Tegutions, but none could bhe sent, and mll were killed, the place
being burnt o couple of daya later, The little fellows behaved
hernically, refusing to apostatize, despite all threats. 'This noble
conduct on the part of the young recalls the fidelity shown amidst
tortures by the carly martyrs of the Church,

HOW THE BELL-RINGER DIED,

One of cur Protestant exchanges has the following thrilling
account of the dertruction of the Catholic cathedral at Pekin by the
Boxers . —

Whike the Protestant missionaries were shut up in the Methodist
misgion. and other mission premises, including the Catholie, were
being destroyed, rescue parties of marines and some civilians went
ot to bring in the aurviving Christians kiding within the riced
districts. Dr. Morrison, the Pekin correspondent for the London
Fimes, and Professor James of the Imperial University, interested
themaclves tn procure premises where the rescued Christians conld
be protected. They yrot possesrsion of a prince's palace just oppasite
the British le.gation and behind and in close proximity to the
Jupanese wnid [talian lewations. Here werereceived tha long line of
Cathoile refugies, who cawne, torn and bleeding, some wounded
anto death, from the neighborhood of the old Catholic mission, with
ity cuchedral SO0 yeara old, near the Hsunohile gate. And hers, the
dipiemats were told, was a place propared for all native Chriatian
refupees from the cruelty of their own pecple. Here the French
Fathers, who had long foreseen the oncoming erisia and had pro-
visioned and fortified te meet it, kept about 2,000 Catholies within
the walls of the cathedral premises, wherein were an orphanage and
gchoolq.

‘A thrilling account ie given concerning the burning of the
old Catholic cathedral mentioned above. 1t reoms that the Catholic
missionaries had announnced that when the Boxera should appear
against them an alarm should be roug by the cathedral bell.
Accordingly, when the first mutterings of the storm were heard in
that vicinity, the h-llman tock his place and rang the alarm with
might and main, The tire caught the tower and crept to the floor
heneath hix feet ; but till he kept the big bell pealing. Then the
floor gave way and he and the bell went down together into the
fame-wrapped ruin’

The first New York Vanderbilt to be received inte the Catholic
Church is the infant daughter of William K. Vanderbilt Jun. and
his wife, who wa4 Miss Virginia Fair  The child was baptised in 8t
Patrick's Catbedral.

8ir James Prendergast, late Chief Justice of this Colony, haa
been selected by the Government to proceed to London as a legal
expert to askist at a Conference ag to the stremgthening of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Connecil. 8ir James Prendergast
was born in 1828, heing son of the late Mr, Michael Prendergast,
Q.C., and was educated at 8t. Paul's School, London, and Cambridge
University, where he graduated B.A, when 21 years of age, He
entered as a student of the Middle Temple in 1849 and was called'
to the Bar seven years Jater, Having practized in Fuogland for!
some time he came out to New Zealand in 1862. From 1865 to 1875
he held the office of Attorney-(ieneral, becoming in the latter year
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 8ir Jamea has, on several
occasions, administered the Government of the Colony during the
absence of the Governor,
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