
ST. PATRICK'S DAY.
In* consequence of March 17 falling this year on a Sunday the cele-
brationof the Irish national festival in this Colony wassomewhat
interfered with. Concerts and sports gatherings were held in
various centres ondates to suit local requirements. InDunedin a
national ooncert was given on Friday evening, on Thursday a
sports' gatheringandconcert wereheld in ABhburton,and similar
celebrations in Wellington on Saturday, a concert took place in
Christchurch onMonday night,and a processionand Bports' gather-
ing wereheld in Auckland on Saturday.

A Londonmessage of Monday states that the MunsterFusiliers
laid a wreath of shamrocks on the Queen's sarcophagus on St.
Patrick's Day.

QueenAlexandra sent the Irish Guards at Chelsea four boxesof
fehamiocks for distribution on parade

THE POPE AND THE LATE QUEEN.

InSeptember last the Agricultural Departmentdistributed for
experimental purposes a large quantity of potato se d of several
varieties amongst settlers in various parts of the Colony. The
results in most cases have been very gratifying, f) r farm1r in
Hawke's Bay obtained the following weights of "olatn s from t<>ur
51b parcels of seed:— Sutton variety, 1121b; D.iincl \a'i>>

-
y.10010 ;

Lapstone kidney variety, Tolb;Findlay's Ito-abellu witty.C<hb,
The potatoes are well-grown.

ABOUT 300 citizens, including many L>di( s, n^mnblel in the
Art Gallery,Christchurch, on Friday afternoon t> -ay fare, < 11 to
Mr. VV. Recce, mayor of Christchurch, and Mr-*. Ft >l-p. \\ ho intiml
to leave shortly for a trip to the old countiy. The g.iiliennjr was
thoroughly representative,and during thi* a.ternonn apr "-* n'atiun
g{ nt] jfl,l»/i(.u n-;o TliC tQ -111" [I l^ -^ mi' fiHlll I *.! i/IU-i

appreciation of his \aluable services as mayor during ih" jubilee
year.

Speaking at an entertainment at Wellington to returned
troopers on Saturday night the Premier said that as he id of the
Government he had made up his mind that no mitUr w h it h ip-
penedhe was prepared to back up the motherland by -ending the
necessarynumber of troops to maintain the prubtL'e ot tie Cjlony
and to support the Empire.

According- to a North Island paper private information has
been received to the effect that the first New Zpaland.rs. who took
part in the relief of Kimberley by General French's tcrces will
receive a medal and three bars. The medal is for the South
African campaign, and thebars for the relief of Kimberley and the
occupation of Bloemfontein, the capitalof theFree State, aid Pre-
toria, the Transvaal capital. The Becond and thirdNew Zeilander-*,
whodid not take part in the relief of Kimberley, will receive a
medal and two bars

—
Bloemfontein and Pretoria; the fourth and

fifthcontingents, medal and one bar— Pretoria :and the sixth and
seventhcontingents the general medal. A South African or colonial
medal may be awarded in addition.

Hit. J. J.Cotter, superintendantof the Citizens' Life Assur-
ance Company's business in Dunedin, was on Thursday last the
recipient from the staff of a handsome presentation,consisting of a
case of pipes, with the following inscription:

— 'Presented to J. J.
Cotter, Esq., by the Dunedin staff of the Citizens' Life Assurance
Company, Hth March, 11)01." Assistant-supeiintendant Colville
referred to the good feding which had always existed between Mr.
Cotter and his staff, and expressed the regret they felt at losing so
popular an officer. Messrs. Kindly, Wilson, Trainor, and Dixon
also spoke in the same strain,making particularreference to the
capable manner in which Mr.Cotter hadconducted thebusiness of
the office. Mr. Cotter, who was evidently taken by surprise,
thanked the staff for the handsome pre-tent they had made him, and
briefly outlined the progress the Dunedin branch of the cunpany
had made during the four yearshe had bet n in charge. He attri-
buted this success to theoapible m mncr in which his Btaff had
performed their duties and trustedthat the '"am iwouldbe extended
to his successor.

OBITUA R Y.

On the ISth Sept"mb'r, IS4H (says the Ioce del/a Verita), the
di ceased Qu. en Victoria of hngland. with Albert, Prince Consort,
di*einbarked at Osteml to pay a visit to Leopold 1., King of the
Belgians, her affectionate uncle, and then to honor with her
presence the principil cities in Belgium,which were preparing a
splendid reception for her, beginning withBrussels, where in the
programme of the festivities figured as anextraordinary item the
prod 'Ction at the Royal Theatre of the opera

'Moses,' the work of
our immortal Rossini. When the Queen arrived in the Belgian
capiti.l, the Diplomatic Corps accredited to King Leopoldwent to
the palace to tender their homage to the Royal guest, and at their
head waiMgr.Gioacchino Pecci, then Apostolic Nuncio atBrussels,
who in thenamu of the representatives of the Powers addressed to
the Queen appropriate words expressing their homage and good
wishes. Afterw<m's abrilliant official banquet took place at the
Court. Mgr,Pecci was one of the guests with the Queen,and she
was pleased to convert witti him long and affably, asking1him
many questions about Home and lope Gregory XVI. We men-
tioned ina recent i>sue how three years subsequently, Mgr. Pecci,
on his return from the Belgian Nunciature visited Englandand
had a cordial audience with the Queen. In June, 1887, on the
occasion of the celebration of the Queen'sJubilee in London, hia
Holiness L°o XIII.sent to her Majesty through Mgr.Ruffo Scilla a
letter containing congratulations and good wishes,and the Queen in
an audience granted to the special envoyof his Holiness spokein
detail of the incidents to wInch we have referred, and of how at
Brussels she had made the acquaintanceof Mgr. Gioacchino Pecci,
of whom she had always bad a distinct and pleasant remembrance.
With the letter of congratulation the Pope t-ent a magnificent
mosaic as a presenc, and for the Jubilee of his Holiness, which
occurred about the same tim^, her Majesty a°ked him to accept a
souvenir which she charged the Dukeof Norfolk topresent tohim.
It was a copy she had made of an ancient piece of plate in her
collection at Windsor. Ina letter to his Holiness, after assuring
him how much she had been touched by his felicitationa and
thanking him for his present, she congratulated his Holinesß on the
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of his entrance into theChurch
in which he had so highly distinguished himself by his zeal in
maintaining peace and goodwill amongst men,in appeasing1 civil
discords, and,above all, inhonoring the God Whom he and she both
served.

MR. JOHN CRONIX. WAXCANI'I.
(By telegraph, from our own correspondent)

Last Sunday, just as Very IW. Dean Kirk was reading the
usual prayers before Mass, Mr. John Cronm was seized with a
fatal illness. He wa- carried outside and ineu^uriM were taken to
bring him to, butas he appeared to be r-inknitf rapidly me^enyrrs
were despatched for medical aid. Meanwhile Dean Kirkhid has-
tened tohis side, anditis believed tnat lite was not quiteextinct,
as the Dean admmistertd conditional Extreme Unetio'i. Dr.
Christie arrived soon after, but John Cronin had breathed his Li^t.
Maaa waa then offered for the rpose of Ins Dt.m Kuk, in
referring to the Had occurrence, said thatfor some time the deceased
hadbeen a regular weekly commuuicaut, so that he was well prr--
pared,and in being called away just a-> he wasabout, t} fulfil his
obligations as a Catholic he had die! a beautilul duath. The late
Mr. Cronin, who was (JO years (,f a^e. lea\e-< a widow and a grown-
up family of five. To these in their sudden b< rciivement the siu-
cerest sympathy is extended.

—
1i.1.P.

MI^S CIS.SIX BAKRKTT. KIBWEK.
Very sincere sorrow was felt by a wide circle of friends and

acquaintances(writesour Christchurch correspondent) at the death
on Monday morning last in Chriatohurch of Miss Cis-<ie Barrett,
only daughter of Mr,John Barrett, Kirwee, at th" atre of 2>s yearn,
after a long and painful illness borne with charaeUMi-tio patience
andChristian fortitude. At St. Mary's Chun h. Manchester street,
on Wednesday morning,a Solemn lit quit m Mass for the repose of
her soul was celebrated by the Rev. Father Gallais the Very Rev.
Dean Foley being deacon, Rev. Father Richards subie.icon, and
Rev. Father Marnane master of cereinunies. In the sanctuary were
Rev. Fathers Chastagnon (l)arfield), Goggan (Leeston), and Ru-e
(Hawarden), and in the church a ltumerous congregation of rela-
tives and friends. The choir, ledby Mr. H. 11. Loii^hnan, hang the
solemn Gregorian music of the Mass,and Miss Funiion presided at
the organ,playing the Dead March in

'
Saul

'as the cortegr lett the
church. The funeral was very numerously attended, the interment
taking place in the Barbadces atreet Cemetery alongside the re-
mains of the d^Jta«cd's mother and brother. The Key. Father
Marnaneofficiated at the grave,and with much feelingreferred to
themany virtues of the late departed,her loving and geutledie-
position which drew so many towards her, the many yearsof, at times, intense sufferings endured by htr with exemplary re-
signation, through all of which she was ever cheerful and kind.
The pall bearers were Messrs. Mead, W. G. and 11. Hayward,

Messrs. Wright, Young and Co. announce that they have
started a first-class tailoring business in Albion Chambers, 41
Dowlingstreet, Dunedin. None but expert tradesmen are employed
by the firm, so that patrons may rest assured of having their orders
executed in a satisfactory manner. The stock consists of a choice
selection of seasonable suitings, trouserings, etc, whichia open to
the inspectionof client?. Messrs. Wright, Young andCo guarantee
thatnoexertion on their part will be sparedtomerit a liberalshare
of public patronage.

— ***
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and amongst those present at the funeral weri friends from all
parts of the province. Wreaths were placed on the coffin by Mrs.
Liston and family (Dunedin), Mrs. A.J. White and family, Mr. and
Mm. Frank ll.>lley (Leeston), Mr. and Mrs. Clark,Mr. and Mrs.H.
Gilbert Coombe, Mr. J. Scanlon (fTororata). Mr. and Mrs. A. R.
Fleming (Fort Levy), Mr. J. Fleming, MissjDelcie Deamer, Misß
Dofh'ie Dnamer, Mr. G. McClatchie and family, Miss L. D'Oyley, Mr.
and Mrs. Quin(Temuka), Mr and fllrs. Flynn, Miss Gilmer (Wel-
lington), and others. Telegrams and letters of condolence were
received from Mn. Liston, Quirk Brow, R. Beveridge, Sir G. M.
O'Rorke, Messrs. E. Comer (Lyttelton), G. Matthias (Waimate), R.
A.Buckley, Gilmer (15), Jas. O'Malley, M. O'Brien, F. Barkas, Mrs.
Lynskey (Ivaiapoi), W. J. Hardie, Quin (Temuka), Mrs. Page,F.
f\ n-t.--.nny, nr. 0.-Trpbc!!, !. Mo'l1:11^03 (Tiinaiu), Rev. Fathers
('offey (Dunedin) Regnault(Waimate), Goutenoire(Napier), Martin
(V\pll'Ti£ton), r.nl Cha-ta^ncti (Du.;fkld).— ll.l.P.

MR. JEREMIAH KGAN', TIMARC.
General regret was felt in South Canterbury when itbecame

known that Mr. Jeremiah Egan, of Timaru, had died on the 6th
inst, after a long- and painful illness. The deceased was well
known and highly esteemed by all, and his death,at a compara-
tively early aye, was deeply deploredby a large circle of friends.
The funeralprocession from the Church of the Sacred Heart to the
cemetery was very large, and was an evidence of the esteem in
which the deceased was held by all classes in the community. The
Rev. Father Tubman, assisted by the Rev. Father Aubry, conducted
the buml service. A widow and three children are left tomourn
their loss, and to these we tender our sympathy in their bereave-
ment.

—
I!I.P.
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