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the best goveened people in the world, because, with few
exceptions, they care a great deal more about the programme
of the government than the menu of the cook.” * The pleasures
of the table,’ says Max O'Rell in his Facques Bonlomme,
are within the reach of all classes in France. The working
people are better off in England than in France, but they are
not so well fed or so happy. They spend their moncy in
superfluities instead of spending it in necessaries. The
English women of this class go in for a lot of cheap lﬁner_y; _the
French ones po in for sound linen.  What the English working
classes throw awav in henes. scraps. and vegetables, would
suffice to nourish a poor French family. 1 assure you that
with 1 vegetable seup, a stew, some cheose or fruit, and good
hread, these people dine remarkably well at two or Lthree pence
a head.” 1¥r. Johnson had within his massive, elephantine
frame much unconscious food-philosophy of the Briliat-Savarin
order. He onee declared that a man who could not get his
dinner well-cooked was not to be trusted with the more
important affairs ot life.
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Nearly three years ago Mr. Grace—of New York—a
brother of DDr. Grace of Wellington—determined to start an
institute for the benefit of those of his workers and their
families whose opportunities for advancement were very
limited. He mentioned his purpose to one of his workmen,
and the latter said to him: *If you will found a school or an
institute where young women can be taught intelligently the
duties of a housewife, you will cenfer a blessing upon them
and upon many who may be dependent upon them for com-
fortable and happy homes.” This was done, and with happy
results, Some of our convents have taken serious and sys-
tematic sleps lowards restoring the balance between the
ornamenta! and the useful in the education of our girls, and
many of them have steadily insisted on their pupils learning
the useful arts of cookery, housekeeping, etc. But the problem
seems to have been solved upon a vast scale by some religious
communities in Catholic Belgium, who have dotted the country
over bere and there with Ecoles Ménagéres or Schools of
Housewifery, The initintive of this important educational
reform was taken some few years ago by l'ather Temme man,
The schools were inaugurated by private enterprise.  Tney are
aided by the State, and supplement the education of the
primary, and to some extent, of the secondary, achugls. The
course of instruction is comprehensive to a degree.  The arna-
mental is not excluded, but the useful is <et n the very fore-
front of the curriculum. A pond general education 1s imparted;
but * miss in her teens’® 1~ also intiated into the mysteries of
dressmaking, washing, nowng, cleaniny, mendinyg, cocking,
needlework, dairying, poultrverearing, bee-kecping, farm
accounts, and—scientific agriculture ! 1t the youny lady his a
bent for a cnmmarcst] career, sae s amply poaded with a due
ourfit of specid knonledue lor the desk or woikroom. This is
indeed the ploeiic wion of the use nf. - And all this, be it noted
——with board and ladsing thrown in—for such an uncensidered
trifle as f1o A year!
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The Belgian schools of Housewifery are an object lesson
in educational metheds. In the Girst place, they have dealt
what we trust is a serious blow to the lop-sided system which
looks mercly to the intellectu] and ornamental side of a girl’s
education. ~The Belgan Sisters fir the pupil not merely for the
drawing room and the socnid circle, but alwo for the sterner
work v lLle—for the due performance of the plain domestic
duties which add a charm to the poorest cottage home.  But
the-e is another aspect in this comparauvely now derarture.
The practical curriculum of the Belyian Eeoles Ménngires has
opened up a new and vast field for woman’s industry. These
schoals are sending back into the farm houses of that thriving
Litle State an army of highly train:d and econom.cal workers
who must be counted with 1n the already keen competition for
the world’s market~. A few years ago—we think it was in the
beginnmg of 1803 —the London S.hool Board began to adopt
on a muodest scale some of the methods that had met with such
conspieuous suceess in the rel'gious communities of Belgium,
When will these colonies fall inte line with 2 movement which,
we hape, is destined to at length effect a much-needed reform
in the educationsl methods now 1n vogue 1 our midst ?

TuroueH the courtesy of a friend we have

scivis’ axD Tirk discovered that ¢ Civis ' is still permitted once
¢n.7Z. TanLED., 2 week Lo drag a limited length of tether in
the back-block columns of the Otage Dasly

Times. In last Saturday’s issue he objects with watery vehe~
mence to the comment made in our issue of March 7 on the
cruel policy of ‘short rations’ adopted as a “military panish-
mant ramst the Brer women detained in British camps whose
husbands are on commando. Two straightforward courses
lay before * Civis " in dealing with our remarks upon that un-
pleasant theme. (1} It was open to him to prove—if he couid
Z_that our statgment of tne ‘short ruion’ fact was (ncorrect.
1f he could sucered in doing so, onr deductions would have
collipsed like Lheroot of an old shanty when the walls are

blown away. Or (2}, admitting the official statement of fact
upon which our comment was based, he might have advanced
—if he could—cogent reasons for holding that our inferences
were unwarranted.  Perhaps itis unreaconable for us to expect
so eminently raticnal a proceeding from the melanchely
jester whose highest arhicv ment is to spot and freckle the
bald illiteracy of his * Notes * with fossil ‘guaks © of the period of
the Old Red Sandstone. At any rate neither of these sensible
courses commended itself te * Civis.” He has boldly run away
from the question and from a safe distance of side-issues
direrted an our of range fu-Made of sou Qo ve biage
against the irredeemahle chuckleheaded ves, of that bol], bad
man with the Luld, Lad pen-—ihe edior of the N.Z, [ aBLeT.
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The guestion between * Civis * and us regards certain mili-
tary punishments. Moreover, it regards these military punish.
ments in circumstances in which they are ordinarily at their
worst: (1) in time of war; (2) inflicted in an enemy's
country upon people placed under the stern rule of
martial law; and (3) for the purpose—as British newspapers
have stated—ol compelling the surrender of numbers of male
Boers who are still at large with Mausers in their hands and
very much de ¢rop upon the veldt. The military punishments
inflicted upon the Boer women and children to whom we refer
were chieflytwo : (1) On a vast scale and over a wide territory
they were compelled to witness the burning of their homes and
the wholesale plunder or destruction of their property ; (2) they
were then interned within the lines of British camps and picked
out from among all other women of their nation for a policy of
‘treatment’ by short rations.  Good old Aulus Gellius tell us in
his Noctes Attice how the ducks of Pontus throve and waxed
fat on doses of deadly poison that would kili the king of all the
microbes. The crude remancer of the outer sheets of the Otago
Datly Times evidently fancies that his readers were all born
on the first of April; for, in effect, he asks them to believe that
the officers who—to the dispust of our manly colonial troops—
carried out the house-burning business in such a masterly
fashion would be likely to make the short-ration policy so up-
roariously enjoyable that the Boer wrows and their hittle ones
would not alone nof suffer any inconvenience thereby, but
might even be possibly expected to grow fat upon the process!
Perhaps this is one of * Civis’s * pleiocene witticisms.  If so, it
is either very coarse or very cruel. If, however, he desires his
vague and wobbly statements to be taken seriocusly, let him
prop them up by an appeal o verified facts, Till such facts
are forthcoming we leave him, with Aulus Gellins, to talk to
the marines, [t requires little knowledge of military disci-
pline to know that, even atitsbect, and where practised upon a
friend, the military punishment of short rations in war-time is
n4 jesting matter. As practised on Boer women and their
children, 1t would defet its purpose 11 1t did not cause
some depree of distress.  And ‘to distress with hunger '’
is a definitiot given in our standard dictionaries
of the verb ‘to starve.” Nobody who is ever so little ac-
quainted with military life-—especially in war-time and in
districts subject to martial law——needs to be reminded of the
alternatives that are open to hungry women and young girls
amidst the perils and temptations of even the best-conducted
military camp. If British mothers and daughters had been
detained on short rations in the Boer camps with a view to
compclling  theic main relatives in lLadysmith, Kimberley
and Maleking to surrender, we should have heard a fine buzz
about it—and very night'y, too.  We entered a protest against
General Weyler’s adoption, in Cuba, of a system similar to
that which is now bemng followed by British officers in South
Airica. 1t our m mory serves us right, * Civis”’ likewise con-
demn: d then a <y-tem which now finds favor in his sight. It
evidently ¢oes make a difference whose ox is gored.
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We raised our voice fagainst the cruel policy of
short-rationing  Boer women, partly on the general

grounds of ordinary humanity, partly on the plea that it is a
violation of the recognised usages of civilised warfare, Recent
or relatively recent manuals of international law—such as those
of Leone Levi, the Manual of Wars on Land, etc.—show that
the civilised law of our time is set hard against (1) the
looting, plunder, or needless and wanton destruction of the
private property of an enemy, and (2) against all cruelty, or
the infliction of suffering merely for suffering’s sake, (3) Inter=
national law or civihsed custom also provides that non-
combatants are to be treated as neutrals; and *in actual
practice,’ says Leone Levi (Infernational Law, znd ed., p. 280),
Yawonien and childven, the old and the sick, physicians and

surgeons, who do not take arms, are not enemies.’ (The
italics are ours) Moreover (4), except in the case of
difficulties of commissariat, it 1s against the recognised

praciice to place prisoners of war upon short food-rations,
Now, in South Alrica the usages of civilised warfare bave
been viclated (1) by regarding the Boer women and children
as enemies, and (2) by according them, in the matter of food,
worse treatment than ought to be meted out to able-bodied
male Boers taken prisoners upon the field of battle. We
adiocate humane treatment of women in war. ¢ Civis’ opposes
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