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ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATIONS. a loud burst of applause, and before giving his comic son*he expressed his sympathy with the promoters of the concert intheir efforts to further the education of Catholic children.His song was redemanded, and this closed the first portion of theentertainment. The various acoompaniments wereefficiently playedby Mesdames Claridge,Denshire, Misses Riohardson andBourniqueand Mr.F.Curtis. After aninterval the VeryRev. DeanO'Donnellannounced that in the farce to follow by the Catholic LiterarySociety's dramaticclass,he had toexpressregretthatMissM.Madden,
who was takingapart,hadbeen suddenly takenseriously ill,and wasthus prevented from appearing,andhe asked for the indulgence ofthe audience towards Mian A McDonnell, who. besides taking her
own portion of the play, had taken up also the dual part. Hefarther took the opportunity to thank the audienoe for their atten.danoe in helping the object of theSistersand expressed thanks tothe various performers. The farce 'Declined with thanks,' wasthen performed by the class, Misses McDonnell and Niven andMessrs. Hanrahan,Healy, andNolan having the bulk of the workon theirshoulders. This gavea verypleasurable half hour for theaudience, which left highly satisfied with the evening's enjoyment.Mr.Bowdenhadabusy timeas stagemanager,and Mr. H.M'Sherry
acted aa conductor of proceedings.

CONCERT IN CHBISTCHUBCH.
(By Telegraph fromour owncorrespondent).

March 19.
There was a crowded and most enthusiastic audience at theExhibitionHall on Monday evening for the concert in celebrationof St.Patrick's Day. HisLordship theBishopanda great numberof the clergy extended their patronage,and mostof the items ontheprogramme wereencored. All the arrangements wereperfect,

and the event was marked with conspicuous success. During theday the green fla£ of Ireland floated gaily over the GovernmentBuilding. On the whole, the festival was observed with
greater eclat than on any previous occasion. Green wasvery conspicuous on Saturday and Sunday, and every otherperson one met wore a favor of the Irish national color.The following was the concert programme:

—
Part I.:Overture,'Echoes from Erin,' Mr. H. Rossiter's orchestra ;song, 'FatherO'Flynn,' Mr. E. McNamara;song," Come back to Erin,' Mise J.Muir:recitation. "Shamus O'Brien,' Mr. D. Ryan; instrumentalquartette,MissesK. and M.Picken,K.Bourke, andS.Mullin;song,'O, Erin, my country,'Misß Rose Blaney;song, 'Asthore,' Mr, C.Read;song, Mr. R. Petersen;Irish reel by Miaseß Gundersen (2),East, Myers, Winstone, Hammond, and McDougall. Part 11.:Instrumental selection, 'Irish fantasia,' Misses H. and K.Flynn,

Peggy and Lillie Bain;ballad,'Colleen Oge, Asthore,' Mr. C.Read;
song,

'
Killarney.' Miss Rose Blaney ;recitation, 'Hamlet's Boli-

liquy,' Mr. D.Ryan;song, 'Off toPhiladelphia,'Mr.E.McNamara;song, 'Kathleen Mavourneen,1Miss J. Moir;descriptivesong, 'Boya
of the Emerald Isle,' Mr. K. Petersen;Irish jig, Mr.E.O'Connor;finale, 'Godsave the King.'

SPOUTS IN WELLINGTON.
A Wellington message says :

'
The members of the HibernianSociety assembled inHill street on Saturday morning, and,headedby the Garrison Band, marched with banners flying to the BasinReserve, where the annual St. Patrick's Day sports wereheld. Theprincipalhandicap,three distances, waswonby Somers fromscratch,

he being first in the 220yds and 4ioyds and third in the 100yds.
Payne wassecond and Furrie third. P. M'Coll won the half-mile,
and L. Ward defeatedhis brother,H Ward, in the mile run,after a
good race,by a few inches. The two-mile bicycle race was wonby
Randrup, with Burton Second. In the three-mile event thepositions werereversed, Burtonbeing first and Randrupsecond.'

CONCEBT IN DUNEDIN.
As we anticipated,theconoert givenin the GarrisonHall,Dunedin,
on Fridaynight in connection with the anniversary of Ireland's
patron saint was a great Buooeas from an artistic point of view,
whilstthe attendance wasverygoodand muchin excessof formeryears. The programme opened with a pianoforte duet faultlessly
played by Mrs.J. Woods and Mr. A. Vallis. 'The minstrel boy'
was sung in a finished manner by Mr.James Jago, who had to
respond to a recall, the encore item being " Connemara.' Mias
Constance Pearson gavea verypleasing rendering of

'Avourneen,'
for which she was warmly applauded. Mr. Edgar Bushdisplayed
more than ordinary dramatic power in his recitation 'ShamusO'Brien,' the delivery of which was punctuated by frequent
applause. Mr. T. J. Hussey wasin splendidvoice, and hia singing
of " Believe me if all

'
earned for him a well-meritedencore,towhichhe responded with
'
Off to Philadelphia.' It is needless toobserve that Miss Rose Blaney's singing of 'Rory darling'wasanartistio performance, and the audience insisted on an encore, to

whioh she responded with lThe dear little shamrock.' HerrZimmermanncontributed anexquisiteviolinsolo,'YankeeDoodle,'
whioh found much favor with the audience, and was redemanded.Mr.P. Carolinsang with tasteand feeling,'OhIErin, the tear and
thesmile.' The first part of theprogramme wasbrought toa closewith a popular item, an Irish jig, which was given with grace
and precisionby Miss Winnie McCormaok,a young ladyof six orsevensummers, thatelicitedlong continued applause,and had to be
repeated. The seoondpart wasopenedwith a selection from

'
The

Geisha
'
by St.Joseph's orchestra,under the conduotorshipof Mr.A. Vallis. Mr.W. Shephard Bang with feeling

'
Eily mavourneen,'

and a cornet solo by Mr. R. Philips found much favor with the
audience. For his finished singing of

'
Oh!Erin, my country,'Mr.

E.Eag&r was recalled,his encore item being 'The rose of Tralee.'
Balfe's

'
Killarney 'was interpreted in a sympathetic manner by

Miss Rose Blaney, who had to respond to the inevitable encore.
Mr.J.A.O'Brien contributed an euphonium bolo,'Come back toErin,'in his best style, for which he reoeived the warm plaudits
of the audience. The concluding items were the

'
Irish emigrant'

byMr. J.Jago, anda humorous songby Mr.T. Anthony, which so
pleased theaudience thathehad to contribute a second item. The
accompaniments during the evening were playedby Mrs.J. Woods
and Mr. A. Vallis, the main portion of the work falling on theformer, whodischarged the task withher accustomed ability.

During the interval the Rev.Father Murphy, Adm., took the
opportunity of thanking the audience for their attendance, the per-
formers for their services, and the committee for their labors in
connection with the concert. He desired also to thank the Rev.FatherGanly,of Melbourne, for honoring them withhis presence.
Hehad to thank theMayor (Mr. U. Chisholm) for his presence on
that occasion and also lor pawt favors. During the Mayor's term of
office he (Father M irphy) oadhad on various occasions tocall onhim,and he lia.il aiwaye tuund him most courteous,and he took the
opportunity thut evening of thanking his Worship for themany
favorshe had conferred on the Catholic body during his term of
office.

Itmay be mentioned that prior to the commencement of the
concert the KaikoraiBand marched from the Octagon andplayed
in front of thehall.

BPORTB AND CONCERT AT A6HBUBTON.
The annual athletic meeting of the Ashburton St. Patrick'sDay Sports Association was held in theDomain grounds on Thurs-day afternoon, when the attendance was good. The arrangements

wereexcellent, and reflected credit on the committee. Eachevent
(says the Mail) was got off punctually to time, and atno portionof
the afternoon did the sport in any way drag. The bicycle races,
although very interesting-, oall for no particularmention. Inthe
amateurcycleevent D.Rodger proved his superiority over the restof the fieldby winning easily, after catching his opponents in the
ueoond lap. In the cash cycling events, the St. Patrick's Wheel
Race (theprincipal race of themeeting) was won by J. E.Marriott,
a Christchurch rider. W. C. Clarkson, of Palmerston North, wa»,
after Marriott, the moat successful of the cash men. A wordof
praiseis due to the sports' officials for the manner in which they
carriedout their duties.

The Oddfellows' Hall was packed in the evening, when a
conoert in connection with the celebration of the anniversary of
Ireland'spatron saint was given. The audience wasvery apprecia-
tive,andencores were numerous. An instrumental overture by anorchestra of nine members, with Mr. A.Claridge leading, and Mrs.
Claridge at thepiano, opened theproceedings,and in this and other
portionsof theprogramme theband providedsomeexcellent music,
Mr. Kersel sang

'
The gallant fusiliers

'in a pleasingmanner,and
Miss Pender's distinct articulation in 'Killarney 'formed a featureof her excellent rendering of this favorite song, andinresponse to
a loudrecall the gave *Come back to Erin.' Mr.Schwartz was in
capitalvoice, anddid full justice w»

'
FatherO'Flynn,' fairly bring-

ing down the house. A violinsolo by Mies Simmonds, 'The wear-
ing of the green,' was verycarefully and nicely played, as also her
encorepiece 'The laet rose of summer.' Mrs.Denshires song, 'The■wallows,'showed the result of careful Btudy,and met with such
favor that she was compelled to re-appear. An Irish dance by
Muses T. Devane, Lagan, Cullan, Fitzgerald, Messrs. A. J.D. and
W. Fittgerald gaveevidence of considerable practice,and the item
proved very enjoyable. Mr. Snodgrass followed with 'The jovial
friar,'but his fine voice was not heardtobestadvantage,apparently
owing to nervousness. Mrs. Johnstone made herself a strong
favoriteinher rendition of the ever welcome song'Kate O'Shane,'
and was encored loudly. Miss Collins has a very Bweet voioe and
met with the approvalof the audienceinher original and encoreitemß, The appearance of Mr. D. Thomas was the signal for

Wanted,about 50 clerks to helpread testimonialsreTussicura.Solemanufacturer, S.J.Evans,2s 6d.— #%
The gigantic expansionof output is notdue merely to theever-lasting raising of the M'Cormick standardof excellence higher,

higher, and still higher,but to the quick intelligence of thehost of
farmer buyers who discern that the only profitable machine, the
only reliable-at-harvest-timemachine is theM'Cormick.
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Mtebs and Co., Dentists, Octagon, oorner of George Btreet.They guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Theirarti«flcial teeth give generalsatisfaction, and the factof them supplying
a temporarydenture while the gums are healing does away withthe inconvenience of beingmonths without teeth. They manufao-
ture a single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate. The administration of nitrous-oxide gas is also agreatboon to those needing the extraction of a tooth. Bead advertifle-
ment.
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A celebrated American writer explains that one cause ofMcKinley'a late triumph in the grain growing Western States was'
that the Southern clergy, German and Scandinavian, went

amongst their peoplefrom house to house and represented to themthat Providence had blessed themduring the MoKinley rule withabundant harvests, and the republican party had found them
markets. A critic dealing with this observed that those marketswereeffected by two factors

—
first, the succession of bad orops inRussia and India; second, the gradualuse of a better and better

type of harvesting machine such aa the McCormick.
—
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Now that the autumn season has arrived and winter is ap-proaching, Messrs. Duthie Bros., drapers, George street, Dunedin,are making an extensivedisplay of seasonable goods and up-to-datenovelties. These consist of dress goods, mantles, millinery, silks,ribbons,and costumes. The public are cordially invitedto inspect

the stock. Our readers in the countrydistricts who cannotspare
time to come into town can have their orders attended to withpunctuality by writing to the firm.
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HEATH AND flO CASHBL STREET OHRISTOHUROH, Fashionable Drapers,Milliner,ana-i -r -■■ a*» *****^ w>^» Owtaiotart,


