
Messrs Dwan Bros, are the chief hotel brokers, etc., in New Zea-
land,holding that position for many reasons. Originally associated
with their father, Mr. Thos. Dwan, sen., auctioneer, etc., the
brothers, Messrs. T. B. and L.Dwan, founded in 1880 the above-
named business, which has grown enormously. Under the able
tuition of their father they gained invaluable experience, and the
prosperity of the firm is emphatic proof that they have demon-
strated more than ordinary ability and study during their career.
The offices of Mesßrs. Dwan Bros, are situated in Willis street,
Wellington, and there at one time and another a lot of business
connected with New Zealand hotels has been transacted. Each
branch of their business dovetails into the other,and the firm do not
gobeyond itinany particular,neither being agents nar financiers
except in relation to the hotel trade. All their time ia therefore
devoted to their speciality, and in this they have an expertknow-
ledge of it,which is frequently takenadvantage of. Thereishardly a
hotelin Wellington that has not gone through their hands, while
they dobusiness in this branch throughout the Colony, havingbeen
brokers for hotels from Auckland to Inveruar^ill. Some idea of
the size of this branch can be gained when it is stated that they
frequently manage a sale of 20 hotels a month, their principal
connection being in the Wellington, Hawkes Bay, and Taranaki
provincial districts. Itis justly said of Messrs. Dwan. Bros, that
they neverfail tocarry through a transaction that they undertake,
andi that their name never appears as suing for a commission.
What with their close relations with the trade and intimate know-
ledge, to say nothing of the cash at their backs, they are able to
bring a sale off where others fail. For instance, should a clienc
wantingto take over an hotel not have sufficient funds for the
purpose, Messrs. Dwan |Broe.can arrange the matter successfully
when others fail, in this regard frequently acting as financiers.
They are not only hotelbrokers, but are hotel owners,having hotel
freeholds as far southaa Invercargill, and even on the West Coast
one oftheir main lines is hotel valuing1,a department in which they
canpose as experts withauthority. Thus only a fortnight ago Mr.
T.Dwan was engaged by the Government as an expert valuer tosit
ona case at Nelson todecide upon the question whether or not the
agent of the Public TrustOffice had made amistakeand sold ahotel
there undernts real value. He was associated in the case withMr.
Ponyton, the Public Trustee. The firm are called upon to value
hotels in remote places. The success ofMessrs.Dwan Bros,has been
commensurate with their special knowledge. Besides being
decidedly the biggest people in their line in the Colony, they are
owners of considerable house property in Wellington, having a
largearmy of tenants of their own in the city. For push, per-
sistency, and expert knowledge they are not to be surpassed.—
New Zealand Times, December 29, 1900.—***
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THE WORLD'S EARLIEST PRINTERS

ItiB eaid that the art ofprinting wasknownin China upwardsof
900 years ago. In th» time of Confucius B.C. 500, books were
formed of slips of bamboo;and about 150 years afterChrist, paper
was first made ;a.d. 745, books were bound in leaves;A.D. 900,
printing was in general use. The process of printing is simple.
The materials consist of a graver, blocks of wood, and a brush,
which theprinters carry with them from place to place. Without
wheel or wedgeor screw, a printer will throw off more than 2,500
impressions a day. The paper can be bought for one-fourth the
price in China that it can in any other country. The works of
Confucius,six volumes, 400 leaves octavo, can be bought for nine-
penw.

FatShbkp
—

There was a fair yarding. Heavy-weight wethers
■oldat from19s 6d to 20a 3d;freezers, 17s to 19s;backward and
light wethers, to168 5d ;heavy-weight ewes,16s to 18s;medium,
13s to 158 6d; others, 10s 9d to *12s 6d; merino wethers for
frewring, 13s 3d. Fat ewes met with an irregular sale, butprices
Were practically the same as those of last week. There was but
littlecompetition for freezing sheep,and most of thebetter class
wetherswere takenby butchers.

StorkSheep— The entry numbered 11,276, for which the de-
mand all round was good at last week's prices,but witha slight
advance onbreeding ewes.

Pigs
—

The supply was fairly good,but the market was some-
what irregular. Baconers realised from 353 to 47a 6d, andheavy-
weightsup to 57s €d, equalto 3|d to 4d per lb;porkers,22s to345,
ox4d to 4}dper lb,btorea, 12a to 17s;small pigs, is 6d to 3s.

HOW THE PARISIANS TAKE THEIR PLEASURE.Dunedin Horse Saleyards.

Messrs. Wright, Stephenson andCo. report as follows :—:
—

Very few horses came forward for this week's sale, the prin-
cipal entry beinga score of New South Wales horses. There were
plenty of buyers in the market,sufficient to have absorbed more
than twioe thenumber of the importation,but as the selection was
not of the classes in demand here very few of the horses
comprising it ohanged hands. There is a considerable demand
for useful young draught mares and geldings

—
good workers;

and we have a Bpecial inquiry for superior young draught
geldings suitablefor heavypulling in town teams. We quote "—
Superior young draught geldings, L4O to L55 ; extra good
pritehorses, L6O to L65;medium draught mares and geldings,
L2B to L37; aged do, LlB to L25 ; upstanding carriage
hones,L25 to L3O; well-matchedcarriagepairs,L7O toL9O; strong
spring-van horses, L2B toL35;milk-cart and butchers' order-cart
horsee, Ll6 to L24;tram horses, LlO to LIS;light hacks,L8to
Ll2;extra goodhacks, L2O toL3O;weedy and agedhacks and har-
ness horses,L2toL5.

BATHS BUT NO BARS.

Inthenotessecular and religiousof a non-Catholic religiouHweekly
thefollowing lines arequoted from a recent letter of the Rev. Dr.
C. A. Stoddard, telling 'how the people of Paris enjoy them-
selves' :—:

—
Isaw 200,000peoplethe other day gaily dressed and happy aa

children,lookingat a paradeof agriculture and flowers. All was
elegant and orderly ; there were no quarrels or ugly words,but
thepeople werelike children in their excitement,exclamations and
delight. The day was fine andInever saw a gayer sight. Itwas
in the immense grounds of the Trocadero and the Champs de Mars.
The Eiffel Tower was crowdedwith people,and a dozen balloons
werefull of people,and the gardens and lawns and grounds were
full of beauty incolor and arrangement, and at night there wasa
sceneof bewildering enchantment and Arabian Nights' entertain-
ment. Pleasure, laughter, merriment, childish glee, were every-
where,but there was no roughness, no ugly noisea, nothing but
amusement of the senses. Nota drunkard was seen, nor a riotous
or gluttonous person, though thousands were eatinganddrinking.
All the specially artistic exhibits in the agricultural processions,
and inthe flames and illuminations of the evening, were singled
out for applause. Whole families were present from morning to
night,eating their meals on the grounds, and the fete wasa great
success.

A PUSHING FIRM.

WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON.

Messrs. DWAN BROS.,
HOTEL BROKERS, VALUERS, AXD FINANCIERS,

The great Irish brewer whoin 1891 wsb raised to the peerageof
England as Lord Iveagh,put into the hands of certain trustees,
about 11years ago,the sumof £260,000, to be used in improving
dwellings for thepoor of London and Dublin. The buildings are
allof bright redbrick with small balconies and wide windoweills,
to encourage the raising of pot plants. The doorwaysaredotted
with bas-reliefs, conspicuous among which is one suggested by
John Howard Payne's

'Home, Sweet Home.' Club rooms, reading
rooms, music rooms and minor theatres are supplied,and various
shelters for children whose mothers are out at service. Curiously,
in these beautiful homes (for such they are,artistic, comfortable,
and inspiring self-respect in the 8000 or 9000 population they
shelter) not a drop of the brewer's own beer canbe sold. Mineral
water is on draft, butevery formof intoxicants is banned. There
areplenty of baths, butnobars.
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XTIBERNIAN-AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLICM"L BENEFIT SOCIETY,
NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT,No. 3.

The Catholic Community is earnestly requestedtoBupport thia
exoellentOrganisation, for it inculcates a loveof HolyFaith and
Patriotismin addition to theunsurpassed benefits and privileges of
Membership.

The EntranceFees arefrom 5a to £4, according to age and time
of Admission.

Sick Benefits:20a per week for 26 weeks,15s per weekfor the
next 13 weeks, and 10s a week for the following 13 weeks. In case
of a further continuance of his illness a member of Seven Years'
Standing previous to the commencement of such illness will be
allowed5s per weekas superannuationduring incapacity.

Funeral Allowance £20 at thedeath of a Member,and £10 at
the deathof a Member's Wife.

In addition to the foregoing provisionis made for the admis-
sion of Honorary Members, Reduced Benefit Members, and the
establishmentof Sisters'Branohes andJuvenile Contingents. Full
informationmaybe obtained from Local Branch Officers or direct
fromtheDistriot Secretary.

The Distriot Officers are anxious toopen New Branches, and
willgive all possible assistance and information to applicants.
Branohes being established in the various centres throughout the
Coloniesan invaluablemeasureof reciprocity obtains.

W. KANE,
Distriot Secretary,

Auckland.

iohhliPtAfi RAQtriAnfa and the Public generally are reminded that T. H. UNDRILL & CO., Tanored Street,
AoiiUUlMill I\UOIUCMO Furnishing Warehousemen and UNDERTAKERS,deserve your patronage,


