Thureday, March 14, 1901.]

The SDtorpteller.

1IER GUARDIAN ANGEL.

IT is very pleasant to see England again after ten yearw' residence in
the Fast: but [ know pleasanter places in England than London on
a sultry day in JTuly/ roliloguized Dr. Netlson, a bronzed, middle-
aged wun, wiih romaikelly keen grey eyes, and a certain erpreecion
of alert vitality thet drew attention to him even in & crowd. He
bad landed in England somao thice days previone ¢o the morning
onr story opens ; and, having no fumily or near relatives alive, ho
felt rather solitary in the great city, and was now atanding at
the window of a West End hotel, gazing ruefully on the passing
throng.

Sfxddenly a tap at the door and the announcement. ‘A gentle-
man wishes to see you, sir, disturbed bis musings. He took the
card off the salver which the waiter presented,

+ Colonel Mathom ! Show him 1n at once,’ he exclaimed.

A minute later he was shaking handa with a blaff, soldierly
man, some 20 years his renior, but wiry and active,

«You were never more weicome, Mathom. 1 had not a soul to
sposk to, How did you find we out !’ .

Happened to see your arrival in the poper and burried up
to town to secure you. Now, have you sny business to keep you
here 7’

*No, I have not even unpacked wy trunks.’

¢ 8¢ much the better. ! ordered dinner in half an hour. Mean-
time go and put up your things and weo'll catch the nine o'clock
expreas.’

Dr. Neilson laughed,

' You are uot & bit changed, Mathom. Just the same old “hurry
up,” a8 the Eighth nicknamed you. Where are we going by the
express !’ . _

‘Whero |’ To my place, of course—the ¢ Moat.” My widowed
siater, Mre. Sinnell, lives with me, But she i3 now on a viat to her
daughter in Wales ; so we shall be alone, fortunately ; for I want
your help. o

And the Colonel's face looked anxioug as his friend glanced at
him in surprise. ) ] _

*All right, Colonel | I am at your gervice. Take a cigar while
I tell my man to pack up a few necessaries, By the way, shall T
bring him ! He is an Afghan, but a splendid fellow. Suved ny
lifa twice.’ .

Yoo, bring a dozen if you like. My big barracksof a houee
would hold & regiment; and. by the irony of fate, it has fallen to
an old bachelor and & practically childless widow ; for my nephews
and nieces ara in homes of their own. We'll have it livelier by the
12th. There’s good shaoting.’ )

" Then Hamet will be usefal—he is a first-rate chot,’ raid the
Doctor, *I'l1 be back in 10 minutes.”

Not until they were seated in a reserved first-clasd carriage and
had left Loodon reane miles behind did the Colonel explain his
trouble to his old friend Neilaon, The laiter, mceustomed to his
ways, asked no guestions and awanited his pleasure.

¢ Neilann, began Mathom, ar they whirled through the summer
night, * do yon remember Lloyd eatherstone I’

¢Of the 3rd Buffs !’

The other nosded.

‘I rememhber him well,
officer,’ ) )

‘Poor fellow! he and his young wife were carried off hy
cholera in Ceylon about 2¢) years ago, leaving sn infant daurhter
two months old. I was with him. Iie bad barely time to tell e
that he had made a will when the epidemic broke out, and, in carc
of his death. had sppointed me joint guardian. with his wife, to his
infant ohild, The wife, poor thing, died a few hours after her hue-
pand, so that the litile Alys lost both parents at once. I 1ok hor
and confided her ta the cars of a kind, mitherly woman, wite of
Sergeant-Major Douglas, who kept her unti} rhe way six years ol
1 then brought her to Enpland and placed her at school in the
Benedictine Convent of Princethorpe, where #he was educatod with
my pieces, Mand and Lilian Sinnell, wbo were her reniora by two or
three years When Lilian married two yenra ago I brought Alys
then & blooming gitl of 15, to the Moat, mtending to heep hrr with
me uotil she eama of age. Hhe inherited Featheratone Hall sl
£40,000 o year from her father : and this, owing‘to the accunsinln.
tions of the long minority, makes her one of the richest heireestn n
England.’ i

b No light charge. Colone),' ejsculated his bearvr. ‘ The vathor-
stones were & handsome Tace : so [ suppose your heiress to have wany
charms besides her golden ones.’

Mathom nodded emwphatieally. . .

‘whe is, or rather woe, a lovely girl 1 for of late iil-hea’th has
dimmed the radiance of her heawry, Eul of thut later on et me
pot digress. The only relatives Alps prs-esrs re ker wneld's
widow, Lady Zara Featherstone, and her :on H:x‘ruld. Lingd
Featherstone's younger brother, Ifarold. cutered the diplomatic rer-
vice, and received knighthoul for rome cande vr other » lnle British
Consul abroad. IHe wmarried a Greek lady, and left her a wilow
with ona Bon when the latter was 20, FHe 13 25 now. and has
already egquandered the moderate fortune Sir Harold eft him, He
and his mother live on her jointure of o thonsand o year at
Fegtherstone Manor, which the rents from Alys. Inis the d\qur
honse of the Featherstonus; and, actiog as Al‘y-s‘ ruardian, [ l_e t it
to her for a nominal rent when she returned frow a long residence
ahroad just as her mece's schook dayy ended,  When the a~kid Alys
on & visit to the Manor, and then propesed to present her at the
next levér at St Jamea' and bring her into souiety, [ could not
refuse ; although I have no love for Lady Zara.

* 1s she a pure Greek 7’

He was a gallant fellow and a brave

THE FAMOUS “VICTORY " SEWING MACHINE. fs3.ieniatt. ot ol ™

for Catalogue (mention this paper).

NEW ZEALAND TABLET, 23

¢Idon't know. Hhe is a haundsome woman, abont 45—or
perhans more : well prererved and accomplished. 8he speaks
peveral langnages fluently—English remarkably so; and, on the
whole, adapts herself waonderfully to our ways. Her home in
London was one of the most fashionsble, and phe is liked in
society.'

* And her won 1’

*He is like her, However, he has the Featherstones' tall
ptutnve and blue eyes.  Ianestly, I must acknowledge that he i an
exce.dingly gnod-looking younp reprobate.

"Mluceled abroad, ¢k 70

*No. ir Harold tonk care of that, He was educated at
Oscoll, siid, ib was whispuiad, nanioaly cscaped expulsion, When
hix father died he was called off to Triest, where they lived ; he
then went on a tour to the East, and had not returned when Alys
went with his mother to London for ihe season.’

‘Does the young girl like her aunt !’

* They agree pratty well, but there ir no affection between them,
When young Harold returned to England he at once placed bimeelf
at her feet as an ardent suitor. Alys laughed at him at fivet : but,
finding he was troubleseme, she (hreatened to leave her sunt’s
house if he continued his importunitics, That settled the matter,
Lady Featherstone, though greatly disappointed, refrained from all
interference nnd sent her son on a trip to Greece. He reappeared at
the manor three months ago, and has carcfally refrained from all
lover-hke advances. But since his reappearance on the scene Alys’
bealth, which had always been excellent, has suddenly snd un-
neconntably failed’

The Colonel ceased speaking, and the Dector stared at him in
some perplexity, Was this half-Greek youth about to develop into
8 medieval poisoner or & melodramatic sorcerer, whose unholy
gpells were asucking away the life-blood from his cruel enchan-
trees {

'd\\'cll, Colonel, what is he doing to her !’ he half-laughingly
aeked.

‘I with I knew,' was the unexpected rejoinder, ‘Some foul
play 11 going on, Harry : and I want you to find out what it ie
Don't lock at me like that, boy!' continued the vetersn, testily.
‘I'm not & lunatic and I know what I'm saying, Harold Feather-
atone is his cousin’s heir if she dies intestate. And before her
twenty-firet birthday she can make no will; so that her death
before the #th of next December means for her scampish cousin the
inheritance of Featherstone Hall, £40,000 a year, and acoumulations
amounting to aver £:300,000.

M ‘ But, Colonel, why don't you bring Miss Featherstona to the
oat?

‘Becaure my sister has recently heen very ill; and, with one
invalid alveady in the houee, I could not ferce Alys to leave her
aunt, Tho latter, with her nsual suavity, begged of me to let her
dear niece remain withh her until after a hal cestume which is to
take place at Hasley Towers on tha 10th of September. to celebrate
the coming of age of the young Viscount Netterville ; and then she
will, if T Jike, yield me ber darling, from whom she is so loath to
weparate, My sister is better. and has gone to Wales till the end of
this week,'

"OFf what docs Miss Featheratone complain 2 asked the Doctor,
oravely

*Of nothing. She looks wretchedly pale, has black circlen
under her eyes, no appetite and no encrgy. Now, four months ago
Aly» wag a thoreughly happy, healthy. lively girl ; the first in every
amusement and always as busy as a bee!’

* Have you consulted a physician 7’

P Not one alone but several eminent in the profession, All
neroe there 1= o disoate, only a want of vitality for which they can
tind no ean-e,  1ler parents were perfectly healthy young people
whiu conivd off by chelera. and ihere 18 no taint of hereditary
dirgimr '

“Beyotid the mers fact of being his cousin's beir, have you any
reason for su-pecting young Featheratone !’

"No turgible reason, I inuct admit. However. one little inci-
dent aron-cd wy suspicion+, and they have never slept sinee. Wil-
UYL Y 0w man, came to we one morming early and told me that,
Basinge gone over to the manor cn a mes-age the day before, the
groom hul a<ked him to lock at & young borse Harold waa getting
trawied for Misa Featherstone to ride. Wilcox, an old cavalryman,
wiro 1+ crack rider and a first-rate judge of, horees, told the man
it was o showy but vicious brute and utteirly unfit for a lady's use.
The groon sgreed, but raid that Mr, Featherstone got into s fury
whon be toied hon se, and insisted it was to be tried by Miss Feather-
stone nent day, ¢ Then saddle my horse at once, and follow me
with the mate for Miss Featherstone,” was my reply.)

“We arrived 1 the nick of time. Alys stocd waiting on the
srops while the greom and Harold furced a prancing black horie to
approgch her,  Having finally succecded, Harold was so busy per-
suadines Ler there was no danger, and that the Khan's pranks pre-
cte'al from mere frohiesomeness, that he did not perceive my ap-
pronch.  Alpaadid, and, lookhing groatly rebieved, came to meet me,
I ehinl mever Byt the Tarious Jook of baffled malice that Harold
bistowd on hor Quickly resuming his mael, he eaid coolly :

iord wovniny. Colorel. T am persuadiog Alys to take a
rraruing ride, but £ue 13 becoming yuite nervous of late,’

CMathout note e oo, I turned 1o the hesd groom and raid
<ternly - * What 1= the meaning of this, Simson ' How can you
think of niounting Miss Featherstone on that vicious brute 7" The
Knan was just then making frantic efforts to stand upright, which
it tosk all the man'= strength to prevent, * { told Mr, Featherstone,
wir. the orse was unfit far anyope to ride ; but be cursed me for an
ollicious coward, and saddled him with the young mistresa's saddle
huneelf,” said the man, sollenly. “Very pood, Know for the
future, Simson, that you take no orders, exoept from your youog
mistrers and from me. You are engaged for her service alone, and
and she is neither to ride nor drive any horses except those I choose.
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