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diction that such scrifice was to be found amongst Catholics and
Catholics only. He was aware that both in Australia and New
Zealand efforts had been recently made to throw upon the Govern-
ment the duty of imparting relirivus izstruction to children—a
duty which belonged not to the Ntate, but the Christian Church.
Dut ke would not occupy Lheir time in pointing out the utter in-
adequacy and inconsistency of the proposed remedy. It would
hopelessly fail to reach the root of the evil, and weuld only rerve Lo
delay the appliention of a real and «ffective rewely o the tuture,
e should enly ray in conclusion that he maa wiwr Gmespely prate-
ful for their splendid reception and very eloquunt addresa.

IIis Grace the Archbishop of Wellirgton sl that aftar the
very elcquent reply of his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, he
munt of necessity be brief in his remarks. He thanked them for
the splendid reception that had been acorrded them that evening.
This was in keeping with the character of the people of Dunedin,
who had been noted in this reapect, It waa their faith that had
prompted the warmth of that reception, and it waa that rame faith
which had epabled them and other Catholics of New Zealand to
record so eplendid a series of facts proving the vart progresa the
Church had made in this fair land. Tle need not enter into the
record of that progress. They had instanced several facts which
had amply proved it, He went om to say that one of the greatest
phenomena of our time was the marvellous spread of the Catholie
Church in the country where freedom prevails to the highest
degree. In the free lands that boasted most of their freedom, in
Anustralia, in the United States, and everywhere where the flag of
liberty floats, it was there they saw the most marvellous develop-
mernts of the Catholic relipion,

His Lordship the Bishop of Christchurch eaid that he did not
desire to speak at any length after the elogquent addresses of the
illustrious prelates who bad preceded him, but merely to thank the
people of Dunedin for the addresses presented and the splendid
recepticn accorded the viriting prelates.  He also thanked them for
the interest which they showed in the memorable ceremony which
took place in Christchurch on Sundsy.

The Right Rev. dMyr. O'Reilly retursed thanks on behalf of his
Loriship Bishop Lenihan and himself for the expresstons of good-
will, and incidentally mentioned thar it was their frst Bichop who
bad sppointed him to his first charge at the Thames,

The proceedings were brought to a close by the Archbishops of
Melb .urne and Wellington imparting their benediction.

On Friday evening the members of t, Jo-eph's Cathedral choir
entertained the visitiny prelates and clergy, to a social evening in
Bt. Joreph s Hall, Mre, J. Woods haviny played a pianoforte solo,
rongs were riven by Mizses C. Pearson, M. Heffernan, X, Hegarty,
and M'Kersey. and Mesars. P, Carolia, ). Woods, T. Hussey, and T.
M'Couker, and 1ostrumental items by Messrs, R, Phillips, T. Dechan,
Crean, and M'Donrell, Archbivhop Redwood piayed as a violin
wolo Gounod's * Ave Maria, ard had to respond toan encene, Tlean
O'Leary rang ' God Rave Irelund ' in Irish, an encore being insi-ted
upon, During the cvening refreshments were handed around by
the ladies of the ch e, to whom mueh eredit s due for the admirable
way ie which they bad decorated the hall, The accompaniments
during the oveomngr were played by Mrs, J. Woods aud Mr, Al
Vallie,

TIIE NEW CONVENT OF MERCY., sOUTH
DUNEDIN.
DR el —
LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE.

EvER since the advent of the Sirters of Mercy to South Dunedin
they bave had t) make a small, weithor-boanl cottoge serve as a
convent. This bailding, it is needless to ob-erve, 13 altogether un-
guited for the purpose, being 11l adapted in every way to the wants
of the commumnity, Koowing the muinerous calls which have hoen
made on the Catholic public the good *1siers bore with the many
inconveniences anml discomforir, inreparable from ruch a houre, ns
long as they pos<ibly coali, and ouly de termined to build a portion,
Bt jeast, ot a convert when the health nf the communmty was
threatencd should they occupy the old building much longer. The
necersity of a new convent suitable to the needs of the growing
community has been recognised for some time, and the attendapes
at the ceremony on Sunday showed that the pnbiic of this city
sympathised with the Sirters in the good and necessnry work which
they have reluctantly undertaken—reinctantly becauee they have
preferred to suffer many inconvenicuces rather then appeal
to the genercority of the (‘atholic people,  [6 in well known to our
readers that the Bisters of Merey conduct with constierable suceers
the St. Viueent de Paul Orphanage, where the fatherle-s and
neglected, and waits and etrays are carcd tor and brought up ko aas
to becoma uscful members of noeiety ; they also have charge of the
parish schools, and beidss this they visit the sick both in their own
homes and 1n the hospital, and in fact are always to the fore at the
call of cherity, Yo permit them then to be housed in a building
wanting 1 many respects. but more especially in space and
ordinary convenience, would be very ungrate ful on the part of the
Catholic community, who are cver noted for ther genernsity and
many =acrifices on Lehall of relipion and education.  Under thess
gircumetances 1L was no wonder then that thiere was s large and
representative gathering present on Sunday when the foundation
stone of the new convent was laid with befitting ceremony by his
Grace the Archbishop of Wellington,

THE PONTIFICAL MARS,

At 1030 o'clock a Solemn Pontifical Mass was celebrated in 81,
Patrick’s Ba-ilica by th? Right Rev. Dr. Grimes, Bishop ot Chri-t-
church, Very Rov. l'ean Foley (Christchurch) was asri=iant prisat,
Kev. Father LRegnauit {Waimate) deacon, Rev. Father M.Caithy

(Melbonrne) subdeacon, Rev, Father M. Ryan (Holy Cross College)
snd Rev, Futher Delany being first and second masters of ceremony
respectively. The following prelates and elergy were present in
the aanctuary -—Hin Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, his Grace
the Archlbishop of Wellington, his Lordehip the Bishop of Dunedin,
Right Rev, Mgr. O'Reilly (representing the Bichop of Auckland),
Riught Rev, Mgr. Muackay (Osmarun). Very Rev. Mgr. O'Leary
(Lowrence), Very Rev. Father Lews, V (i (Wellington), Vary Rav.
Father Royle (Sydney), Rov. Father 1L pers (Maztlund), Rev,
Fathars Murphy Coffey O'Notl (Winton) (leiry Maloney ( Wel-
lugion), ana Kev, P, O'Neill. i ’

1ilk pERMUN

The sermon was preached by hia Grace the Archbishop of Mel-
bourne from the words, * And now there remain, faith, hope,
charity, but the greatest of these i charity.’ These words, said hia
Girage, were taken from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corin-
thians, and they contained a summary or collection of the entire
consideration of the virtue of charity, with which the whole of the
13th chapter iz occupied. Bome of the early converts were over-
BNXI0UR tu possess all those characteristic gifis which God had given
to tha early Christian Church. To some He gave the power of
working miracles, to othera the faculty of speaking langusges they
had not learnt, and to others the power of interpreting the Holy
Scriptures, Now, the early converts, or some of them, imagined
that the gift of working miracles should be continued to prominent
members in the Church particularly for the sanctification and edifi«
cation of the people. They did not understand that once the
Church was founded thin was not necessary. 8t, Gregory, in his
beautful 1llustration of the action of God in regard to the working
of miracles, showed that conce the Church had taken root on the
earth, miracles were no longer necessary to prove the truth of the
Christian religion. The Apostle, in making use of these worda,
wisbed to bring before the minds of the Corinthian converts those
gifts which shouid be prominently practised by them both for
their own sanctification as well as the edification of others, He
declared that the greatest of these favors from God was charity,
And ke tells them that if he were to speak with the tongnres of men
and angels and had not charity, he would becoma as sounding brass
of a tinkling cymbal. And in comparing the moral virtues he says,
‘And if T should distribute all my poods to feed the poor. and if I
should deliver my body to be burned, and have not charity it pros
fiteth me nothing,” In enumerating the theological virtues—faith,
hope, and charity--the Apostle pays the greatest of these in charity,
They would find that this estimate which they had formed of the
vulueof charity was in agreement with the ideal that the Almighty
Himeelf had revealed to ur, On ope occasion our Blessed Lord
Hiwrelf wap asked which was the greatest commandment, and He
seid, ‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and
with all thy whole eoul, and with all thy strength, and with all
thy mind ; end thy neighbor as thyself, The whole of the com-
mandments was contsined in these two, Now, in speaking of
charity as the love of God and love of thy neighbor, it wonld
appear that there were two commandments, but in reality there
way only one, be -ause the love of the newghbor must be for God's
pake not for that of ourseives. They would also remember that
our Dlessed Lord referred to the virtue of charity as & new virtae,
and to the commandment of loving our neighbor as a new ocom-
mandment. Love for the neighbor was very little noticed in the
Old Law and very rarely practised, but our Blessed Lord brought
it forward and elevated it to a higher positiou, and placed it betore
men, Our Bleesed Lord bas said that the practice of the

VYirtne of Charity would be a Distinguishing Mark

of his followers in all timea. Whenever our Tord speaks of loving
one ancther He refera ta it as the love of Ged, It 14 very impor-
tant that we should understand the characterictics of thie virtue
vrid how to practice it. Charity ia the sawe as love. Now love is
the maost actve of the feelings of the human mind, Sometimes it
1opau and wometnnes it 3w bad.  If they took the power of dis.
nterevied fove, such as that of a father fur his family, a mother for
her ¢hiliren, it would give an appreciation of the love of God.
One of the gbaracteristics of human love is a derire to benefit the
tndivicusl.  In human love it 18 the derire that the object of our
love should be perfectly happy, that ke should ot want anything
which our love could suppiy, and that no trouble is too great to
supply this, The tendency of love is unity of one another, and tha%
i1 the reason of the union of the soul with God. First of all if we
love (fod sincerely we have the thought before us that He is infi-
mitely pood.  1f we Jove (iod we ore pleased to 1ncrease His intrinsie
gl ry, Apnd if we love Him truly we desire and are particularly
unired to Him in grace inthis life,and we shull be united with Him m
glory 1n the kingdom of Heaven, Now there is only one motive for
this, and that is the virtua of charity. If we Jove our neighbor we
are practically applying ourselves to a love of God, for the motive
iv the game. God is most anxious that we should exercise this
branch of charity. See the divine charity which «xcercised
Him, see the leve He manifested to man in leaving
His throne in heaven to come down on this earth. He
showed to men thet in loving their neighbor they were
fulfilling that precept He came to inculcate, After spealung of the
great love which our Saviour had for the poor, who, He said, would
be always with us, his Grace went on to refer to the love of onr
Tivine Lord tor little children, whom He called the lambs of the
fuld., Mo e especially those children, who had lost their natural
protectors, are the special object of the love of Christ. Speaking
at one time to His apestles He said unless you become as little
children, you shail not enter the kinzdom of Heaven. And om
another oceasion He said, *Sutfer the little children to come unto
Me tor such ie the kingdrm «f Heaven He thus impressed on
them Mis love fur little chaldren, and as He would not be alwaye on
earth He gave a cornmission to His Church to be ever solicitous for
the children, o commissnon which the Church has faithfully



