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solemnity. Few except the sick and infirm missed thethanksgiving
services which were solemnly opened at midnight on the 31st
December as the old century expired and the new one came into
existence. Never was a scene more impressive held in Ireland.
Itwas indeed edifying in the extreme to see themultitudes wending
their way to the various churches. Inthe cities and large towns it
waseasy enough,but in remote country districts it was frequently
adifficult task. The faithful, however made little of the trouble.
For miles and miles they tramped along the roads to thenearest
church in order to be pre&ent at the solemn Midnight Mass, Exposi-
tion of theBlessed Sacrament,Benediction, and

'
Te Deurn.'

Th6Catholic University Question-— The London corres-
pondentof theBradford Observer writes:

—
Iunderstand that Mr-

George Wyndham is in communication with the Catholic Bishops
on the subject of University education in Ireland. The new Chief
Secretary shares the views of Mr. Balfour on this question,andI
should not be surprised if he attempted to secure support by
suggestions of legislation on this question. There is one favorable
influence. TheIrish Unionist members are not atall on good terms
with the Government. Most of them are pledged to compulsory
land purchase, and this is a proposalwith which the Government
■will have nothing todo.

TheIrish Question from a Scottish Standpoint.— The
Ayrshire Post says:The presentationof an address to Mr.Kruger,
evenby a section of the Irish people, is anincident whose signifi-
canceit wouldbe wrong to ignore. We have nomore relish than
our neighbors for these manifestations of disloyalty. They arean
obvioussourceof weakness to the Empire. They are a manifest
blot on theQueen'shead,a proof that Ireland has notshared in the
content and national happiness that have been partand parcel of
the life of Scotland and England since the Queen ascended the
throne. They area plain souroe of danger. They are signal evi-
dence of the fact that, while theUnited Kingdom has strengthened
its holdon its Colonies and dependencies in all partsof the world,
it has abjectly failed to make Ireland happy, any more than to
make Ireland prosperous. As to the solemn fact of Irish discontent
there can be no doubt. The sooner Great Britain awakes to the
importance of the situation, and to the fact that the United
Kingdom is not united, the better;ifnot for the sake of Ireland,at
least for her ownsake. For the Empire can neverbe as strong as
it ought to be, with Ireland sulky and discontented, and with
coercion as the one practical policy that appealsmost forcibly,aud
oommendsitself most readily, to the largemajority of the peopleof
England. Itis the business of statesmen toremedy grievances, and
tostrike at the causes of disloyalty ; to make friends of enemies.
There are some indications that ere long Ireland may evoke the
considerationof Parliament,and that the calm that has prevaileda
whilemay be brokenby storms. We hope not, but should itbe bo,
it will be as well to bear in mind that these things must intermit-
tentlybe so,so longas the causesof Irish discontent are allowed to
remain.

The Parliamentary Fund-
— Bishop O'Donneil, of Raphoet

Mr.John Redmond, M.P,and Mr. Stephen O'Mara, the treasurers
of the Nationalist Parliamentary Fund, have issued an urgent
appealto the Irish peopleat home and abroad for the funds neces-
sary toenable the Irish party to give anunremitting attendance in
Parliamentduring the coming Session.

The Stage Irishman-— There was an exceptionally large
attendanceat the meetingof the Irish Literary Society in London
on December 14, when Mrs. Ernest Rhys lectured on'AHundred
Years of IriphFiction.' Mr.Anthony Hopewas in the chair, and
in the audience were to be noticed many well-known writers of the
day. In the courseof a very interesting andcritical discourse, Mrs.
Rhys discussed the various types of Irish character which are tobe
found in works of fiction, and entered an earnest protest again«t
the frequency with which the stage Irishman is portrayed by even
thebest knownauthors. She also gave her views upon the promi-
nent Irish writers and their work during the century, especially
criticising both Lever and Lover, whose Irishmen, she said, were
drawnpurely to suit theEnglish taste. Subsequently, in putting a
voteof thanks to the lecturer, Mr. AnthonyHope referred to the
same subject, of which he did not quite take ho Ftrong a view.
Stage Englishmen were, he t-aid. produced every day as well as
stage Irishmen, and if Irish writers wi^hrd to appeal to alien
readers it wasnecessary andexcusable to painta broad and it may
be a rather coarse character, because after all a littlebit of exagge-
rationdidno harm. Authors liked to be popular,and he did not
suppose that in their hearts Irishpeoplewereless susceptible tothat
consideration than theEnglish.

Mr. C. Burnand, the Catholic editor of London Punch, has
attained his 64th year. L

The eldest son of the Marquis of Dufferin was killed early
in the South African war,andanother sonhas now been wounded.

Mrs.Haywood, thewidow of the recently-deceased Chamberlain
to his Holiness,died on December14. Likeher husband,Bhe wasan
American oonvert to the Catholic faith.

The only sister of the late MonsignorBarry, V.G.,of the diocese
of We«tmin«»tf>r, i* the well-known Lady Superioress of the MaterMisericordia; Hospital,Dublin, where for 47 years she, as a Sisterof Mercy,has ministered to the wants of the sick anddying.

The Rev.Edward AbercrombieWilkinson,M.A.,Anglican vicar
of Whitworth, near Durham, has passedaway. He belonged to a
veryold Durham family, and was a brother of thepresent Catholio
Bishop of Hexam andNewcastle (theRight Rev.Dr. Wilkinson).

Lord Arundell, of Wardour, aCatholic peer,has just attainedhia 69thbirthday. He married a daughter of Mr.John Errington,
of High Warden, Northumberland, but has no issue, and theheir
tohis titles is hia brother the Rev. the Hon. Everard Aloysius Gon-
zaga Arundell, who is in holy ordersof theCatholioChurch. One
of his half-sisters is a nun.

The friendship of the ex-EmpressEugenic for PrincessHenry
of Battenberg is well-known, and it is believed that she
has left the bulk of her fortune aud beautiful jewellery to the
latter's daughter, Princess Ena. Ie is now announced that the
Princesß is in future tobe known by thename of Victoria Eugenic.

The oldest Catholic member in theHouse of Commons is Sir
John Austin, whoia 77. The followingare sexagenarians:— Messrs.
J,F. X. O'Brien, P. Carvill, James O'Connor, P.J. O'Brien, DonalSullivan, W. McKillop,and Colonel Nolan. The youngest member
is Mr. O'Shaugbnesay (West Limerick), who is only 23. Messrs.Boland, O'Mara, Murphy, andHopeare30 orunder 30.

The youngest directdescendantof the Fatherof his Country,
Miss Mary Washington Bond, has, strangely enough, just marriedaCatholic and an Italian, Mr. Attilio P.Morosini. Moroaini,senr.,
the father of the groom, disapprovedof the marriage because Miss
Bond was not a Catholic, but he has since reluctantly relented.
TheMoroeinis areof the staunchestCatholiostock.

Sir JohnConroy.Bart., Fellow of Baliol College, Oxford, who
died recently in Homo, in his 56th year, and by whose death a
baronetcy becomes extinct, was not merely oneof themostlearned
scientists inEurope,but the head of anancient Milesian family inIreland, and as such entitled of right to be named and addressed
as 'The O'Mulconry.' One of SirJohn Conroy's ancestors, whohad
large estates in Connaught, was beggered by the confiscations of
Cromwell ;another fell at the battle of the Boyne fighting for
James 11. ; Sir John Conroy's grandfather, who was created a
baronet, was Equerry to the Duke of Kent, the father of Queen
Victoria;and his grandmother, the first Lady Conroy, wasalways
believed to have been the medium of the friendly communication
from the Queen in the early yearsof her reign toDaniel O'Connell.
Sir John Conroy's mother was a daughter of Sir LawrenceParsons,
afterwards Earl of Rosse, the vehement opponent of theUnion in
theIri-h House of Commons ;and her eldest brother was the Earl
of Rosse, the famous astronomer, from whom Sir John Conroy
acquired the scientific tastes which made him a renowned OxfordDou, a Lecturer of Ptiysios,auda Fellow of theRoyal Society.

An amu'-ine incident occurred at the first meeting of thenew
Wei-trnin-.ter t 'orponuion, London. The counoil agreed to apply to
theKarl- Mnrshal <or a grant of arms,and theDuke of Norfolk (the
Mayor of the new borough), withamerry twinkle inhis eyegravely
informed the members that he would,as Mayor of the city,use his
influence with theEarl-Marshal to obtain a favorableconsideration
of the council'a request. The idea of theDuke of Norfolk asMayor
of Westminster pleading with himself as Earl-Marshal was too
much for the gravity of thecouncil and the joke was greeted with
a peal of laughter. It is very evident thatthe Duke intends to
keep this council in good humor, for he enlivened theproceedings
with many pretty flashes of his wit. He proved himself to be
exceedingly business-like,and set himself against any undue waste
of time. One could not help extendinga little sympathy for the
photographer— 'that horrible necessity of the endof thenineteenth
century,'as the Earl called him— who was peremptorily ordered to
desißt from taking a Becond shot at the Council, because, in the
opinionof the Mayor,he was wasting the time of the members.

Tussicura,Wild CherryPectoralBalm, the famous remedy for
coughs,bronchitis, asthma, andconsumption,has the largest saleof
any throat andlung medicine in New Zealand. Those who have
taken this medicine areamazed atitswonderfulinfluence. Sufferers
from any form of bronchitis, cough, difficulty of breathing, hoarse-
ness,painor sorenessin the chest, experiencedelightful and imme-
diate relief,and to those whoare subject to colds on the cheßt it is
invaluable,asiteffects a complete cure. Itis most comforting in
allaying irritation in the throat and giving strength to the voice,
anditneither allows a coughor asthma to become chronic nor con-
sumption todevelop. Consumption has never beenknown toexist
wherecoughs havebeenproperly treated with this medicine. No
house should be without it,as, taken at the beginning,a dose is
generally sufficient, and a complete cure is certain. Beware of
coughs. Remembereverydisease has its commencement,and oon-
Bumption is no exception to this rule. Obtainable from Messrs.
Kempthorne,Prosser and Co., Limited,andallmerchants through-
put the Colony. Price, 2s 6U— %*

The GrandPrix was the highest awardobtainableat theParis
Exhibition, and the McCormick Harvesting1 Machine Company, of
Chicago, secured this coveted honor, and not only this but they
obtained more special prizes than all other competitors. Snch a
tribute to the worthof the McCormick machines is proofpositiveof
their excellence. Messrs. Morrow, Bassett and Co., Christohurch,
Ashburton, and Dunedin,are the agents for the Company's manu-
factures in New Zealand.

—
»%

Myers and Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street
They guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Theirarti-
ficial teethgive generalsatisfaction, and the faotof themsupplying
a temporary denture while the gums are healing does away with
the inconvenience of being months without teeth. They manufac-
ture a single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate. The administration of nitrotu-oxidegas 1b also agreat
boon to those needing the extractionof a tooth. Bead advertise-
ment.--/,
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