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solemnity. Few except the sick snd infirm missed the thanksgiving
services which were solemnly opened at midnight on the 3lst
December as the old century expired and the new one came into
existence, Never was a scene more impressive held in Ireland,
It was indeed edifying in the extreme to see the multitudes wending
their way to the various churches. In the cities sand large towns it
was easy encugh, but in remote country districts it wae frequently
s diffficult task, The faithful, however made little of the trouble.
For miles and miles they tramped along the reads to the nearest
churoh in order to be present st the solemn Midnight Mass, Exposi-
tion of the Bleased Bacrament, Benediction, and ' Te Deum.'

The Catholic University Question.—ihe Londun surros
pondent, of the Dradford (ihsarver writes :—I understand that Mr-
George Wyndham is in communication with the Catholic Bishops
on the rubject of University education in Ireland. The new Chief
Seoretary shares the views of Mr. Balfour on this question, and I
should not be surprised if he attempted to eecure support by
suggeations of legisiation on this question. There is one favorable
influence. The Irish Unionist members are not at all on good terma
with the Government. Most of them are pledged to compulsory
land purchase, and this is a proposal with which the Government
will have nothing to do.

The Irish Question from a Scottish Standpoint.—The
Ayrashire Post says : The presentation of an address to Mr, Kruger,
even by a section of the Irish peopls, is an incident whose signifi-
cance it would be wrong to ignere, We have no more relish than
onr neighbora for these manifestations of disloyalty. They are an
obvious source of weakness to the Empire. They are & manifest
blot on the Queen's head, a procf that Ireland has not shared in the
content and national happiness that have been part and parcel of
the life of Scotland and England esince the (Queen ascended the
throne, They are a plain source of danger., They are signal evi-
dence of the fact that, while the United Kingdom has strengthened
its bold ou its Colonies and dependencies in all parts of the world,
it hae abjectly fsiled tv make Ireland happy, any more than to
make Ireland prosperous, As to the solemn fact of Irish discontent
thera can be no doubt, The sooner Great Britain awalkes to the
importance of the esituation, and to the fact that the United
Kingdom is not united, the hetter ; if not for the sake of Ireland, at
least for her own sake, For the Empire can never be as strong as
it onght to be, with Ireland sulky and discontented, and with
coercion as the one practical policy that appeals most forcibly, and
commends itaslf most readily, to the large majority of the people of
England, It is the business of statesmen to remedy grievances, and
to atrike at the canses of disloyalty ; to make friends of enemies.
There are some indications that ere long Ireland may evoke the
conaideration of Parliament, and that the calm that has prevailed a
while may be broken by storms. We hope pot, but should it he so,
it will be as well to bear in mind that these things must intermit-
tently be ro, 80 long as the eausea of Irieh discontent are allowed to
remain,

The Parliamentary Fund.—Bishop O'Donnell, of Raphoe
Mr. John Redmeond, M.P, and Mr, Stephen O'Mara, the treasarers
of the Natioualist Parlismentary Fund, have imsued an urgent
appeal to the Irish people at home and abroail for the fundes neces-
sary 10 enable the Irish party to give an unremitting attendance in
Parliament during the coming Session.

The 8tage Irishman.—There wae an exceptionslly large
attendance at the meeting of the Trish Literary Bociety in London
on December 14, when Mra, Ernest Rbhya lectured on ‘A Hundred
Years of Irich Fietion,' Mr, Anthony Hope was in the chair, and
in the andience were to be noticed many well-known writers of the
day. In the course of a very interesting and critical discourse, Mry,
Rhyas dircussed the various types of Irish characier which are to be
found in worka of fiotion, and entered en earnest protest againay
the frequency with which the ptage Irirhman is prrtrayed by even
the best known authers, She alac gave her views upen the promi-
nent Irish writers and their work during the century, especially
ariticising both Lever and T.over, whose Irinhmen, sha said, wera
drawn purely to suit the English taste. Subsequently, in putting a
vote of thanks to the lectarer, Mr. Anthony Hope referred to the
same fubjact, of which he did not guite take wo etrony a view,
Stage Englishmen were, he raid. prodneed every day as well na
stage Irishmen, and if Irigh writers wished to appeal to alien
readers it was necessary and excuesble to paint a broad and it may
be a rather coarse character, because after all a little bit of exagge-
ration did no barm. Authore liked to be popular, and he did not
suppose that in their hearts Irish people were less susceptible to that
consideration than the English.

Tussicura, Wild Cherry Pectoral Balm, the famous remedy for
coughs, bronchitia, asthma, and consumption, has the largest sale of
any throat snd lung medicine in New Zealand. Those who have
taken this medicine are amazed atits wonderful influence. Sufferers
from any form of bronchitis, ecough, difficulty of breathing, hourse.
nesp, pain or soreness in the chest, experience delightful and imme-
diate relief, and to those who are subject to colds on the chest it is
invaluable, ae it effects a complete cure. It is most comforting in
allaying irritation in the throat and giving strength to the voice,
and it neither allows & cough or asthma to become chronie nor con-
sumption to develop. Coneumption has never been known to exist
where coughe have been properly treated with this medicice, No
house should be without it, as, taken at the beginning, a dore is
gonerally sufficient, and a complete oure is certain, Bewsare of
conghs, Remember every disease has its commencement, and con-
sumption is no exception to this rule, Obtainable from Messrs.
Kempthorne, Prosser and Co., Limited, and all merchants through-
out the Colovy. Price, 28 6d,—*,*

Ppeoplc TWe Bear About,

Mr. C. Burnand, the Catholic editor of London Punch, has
attained his 64th yenr,

. The eldest son of the Marquis of Dufferin was killed early
in the South African war, and another son has now been wounded,

_Mm. Haywood, the widow of the recently-decessed Chamberlain
to his Holiness, died on December 14. Like her husband, she wasan
American convert to the Catholio faith,

The only sister of the late Monsignor Barry, V.G, of the dicoess
of Westminater, ja the well-knnwn Lady SRuperioress of the Matar
Miserionrdie Hospital, Dublin, where for 47 years she, an a Sister
of Mercy, has ministered to the wanta of the sick and dying.

The Rev. Edward Abercrombie Wilkinaon, M.A,, Anglican vioar
of Whitworth, near Durham, has passed away. Ho belonged to a
very old Durham family, and was a brother of the present Catholio
Bishop of Hexam and Newcaatle (the Right Rev. Dr, Wilkingon).

. Lord Arundell, of Wardour, a Catholic peer, has just attained
his 69th birthday, He married a danghter of Mr, John Errington,
of High Warden, Northnmberland, but has no issue, and the heir
to hie titles is his brother the Rev. the Hon, Everard Aloysius Gon-
zaga Arandell, who is in holy ordera of the Catholie Church, One
of his half-pisters is a nun.

The friendship of the ex-Empress Eugenis for Princess Honry
of Battenberg is well-known, and it is believed that she
hae left the bulk of her fortune aud beautiful jewellery to the
Iatter's daughter, Yrincess Epa. It is now announced that the
Princess is in future to be known by the name of Vietoria Engenioe.

Tke oldest Catholic member in the House of Commons is Bir
Jobn Austin, whois 77. The following are sexagenarians :—Mesars,
J.F. X, O’'Brien, P. Carvill, James O'Connor, P, J, (’Brien, Donal
Sullivan, W. McKillep, and Colonel Nolan. The youngest membher
is Mr. O'Shaunghnessy (West Limerick), who is only 23, Mesars.
Boland, O'Mara, Murphy, and Hope are 30 or under 30,

The youngest direot descendant of the Father of his Country,
Mins Mary Washington Bond, has, strangely enough, just married a
Catholic and an Italian, Mr, Attilio P, Morosini, oroaini, senr,,
the father of the groom, disapproved of the marriage hecause Misa
Bond was not a Catholic, but he has since reluctantly relented.
The Moroeinis are of the staunchest Catholic stock,

Sir John Conroy. Bart., Fellow of Balicl College, Oxford, who
died receotly in Rome, in his 56th year, and by whose desth a
baronetcy becoines extinct, was not merely ong of the most learned
scientista in Enrope, but the head of an ancient Milesian family in
Ireland, and as such entitled of right to be named and addressed
as ' The O'Mulconry,” One of Sir John Counroy's sncestors, who had
large estates in Connaught, was beggered by the confisoations of
Cromwell ; another fell at the battle of the Boyne fighting for
James 1I.; Sir John Conroy’s grandfather, who was crested a
baronet, was Equerry to the Duke ot Kent, the father of Queen
Vietoria; and his grandmother, the first Lady Conroy, was always
believed to have been the medinm of the friendly communication
from the Queen in the early years of her reign to Daniel O'Connell,
8ir John Conroy's mather was a daughter of Sir Lawrence Parsons,
afterwnrds Earl of Rasse, the vehement opponent of the Union in
the Tri-h House of Commons; and her eldest brother was the Earl
of Kosse, the famous astronomer, from whom Sir John Conroy
acquired the scientific tastes which made him a renowned Oxford
Don, a Lectarer of Physics, aud a Fellow of the Royal Bociety.

An amucing ineident occurred at the first meeting of the new
Wertmin-ter Corporstion, Tondon, The counoil agreed to apply to
the Earl-Varshal tor & grant of arwms, and the Duke of Norfolk (the
Mayor of the new borough}, with a merry twinkle in his eyegravely
informed the members that he would, as Mayor of the city, uee his
ipfluence with the Earl-Marshal to obtain a favorable consideration
of the couneil's request, The idea of the Duke of Norfolk as Mayor
of Westminater pleading with himseelf as Earl-Marshal was too
much for the gravity of the council and the joke was greeted with
a peal of laughter. It is very evident that the Duke intends to
keep thie counal in good humor, for he enlivened the proceedings
with many pretty flishes of bis wit. He proved himself to be
exceedingly business-like, and set himself against any nundue waste
of time. One could not help extending a little sympathy for the
photographer—* that horrible necessity of the end of the nineteenth
century,’ as the Earl called him—who was peremptorily ordered to
desist from taking s pecond shot at the Council, because, in the
opinion of the Mayor, he was wasting the time of the members.

The Grand Priz was the highest award obtainable at the Paris
Exhibition, and the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company, of
Chicago, secured this coveted honor, and uot only this but they
obtained more special prizes than all other competitors, Buch a
tribute to the worth of the McCormick machines is proof positive of
their excellence. Mesers. Morrow, Bassett and Co., Christchurch,
Aspburton, and Donedin, are the agenta for the Company's manu-
factures in New Zesland.—,*,

MYER8 AND Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George strest
They guarantee highest class work at moderate fees, Their arti-
ficial teeth give goneral ratisfaction, and the faotof them sopplying
a temporary dentura while the gums are healing does wway with
the inconvenience of being months without teeth. They manufac.
ture a single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate,. The administration of pitrous-oxide gas is also a great
bonntot.hoseneedingthemtiono!lﬁwth. Bead advertise-
mﬁ.—. »



