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A sum of £15 12a waa forwarded from Auckland on Monday to
the Rev, Father ’'Shea, Wellington, in aid of the Marist Brothers'
Indemnity Fund, This in the second instalment sent, making the
total amount, from Auckland to the fund, £76 4a,

A touching tribute was made to the memory of the late Very
Rev, Mgr, McDonald the other day at Panmure. The Herald ataff
were in the vicinity holding & picnic when they left off their enjoy-
ments that they might go and pay their respects to the mortal
remains of ‘ Father Walter,'

The Very Rev. Father Gregory, Superior of the Congregation of
Passionists in Australasia, in succession to the late Very Rev. Fathor
Vincent, and Rev. kather Augusune arrived here last week irom
Sydney. They are to give missions in the oity and country parishes
COmMmencing atl bt. Benedict's next Sunday. They are w be jmped
(i)n da few daye by Rev. Father Hilary and another member of the

rder,

At the Sacred Heart Church on Sunday week the Very Revw,
Dr. Egan, 0 8.B,, referred to certain comments in a local paper on
hia sermon of the previous Sundsy, explaining the Catholic practice
of prayers for the dead, The contributor had written kindly and
had offered ' information and encouragement ' by stating that many
Anglican elergymen believed in prayers for the dead. Dr. Egan
remarked that he was well aware of this but that they did so
privately. Hies contention was that public prayers for the dead
were not admissible in the Anglican Church, and that recent proof
of this was the action of the acting representative of that body in
Auckland, who promptly disclaimed the truth of the report that he
had offered prayere * for the illustrious dead ' in his church. Many
Anglican ministers had become Catholics and, as such conversion is
gradual, so their belief in Catholic doctrine. Protestantism did not
admit the doctrine of purgatory, aund without such admission
pra{lera for the dead were eenseless. Catholics pray for the dead
with the view of assisting the departed, but, given no middle state,
such help is not wanted in heaven and is useless in hell, This was
bat & proof of the incoobsistency of Protestantism, and yet was, in
& way, consistent with the right of private judgment which
Protestants demand for themselves but refuse to others, especially
to Oatholics. Privately a Protestant may believe what he likes,
but puoblicly the denomination to whick he belongs has its own
special code of belief and error. In referring to the funeral cele-
bration of the day befors when representatives of the military and
civil bodies of Auckland marched in procession carrying wreaths
which they deposited at the foot of the Queen’s statue in the Albert
Park, Dr. Egan called upon his hesrers to try and imapine the
result of a similar procession formed by Catholics in honor of the
Blessed Virgin. There would be, to say the lcast, an cathurst of
indignation sgainet the toleration of such an act of idolatry  And
yet. judged by tbe same standard by which Protestunts judge s,
every member of yesterday's procession was puilty of an ogen act
of idolatry. Th-s was another proof of the inconsistency and pre-
judice of non-Cutholics, Tke procession of Yesterdoy was a dieplay
of reverence and esteem for the royul dignity and womauly virtues
of the deceand Queen. and the wreaths placed at the foot of the
ttatue and the uncovering and profound iuclination of heads in 1he
presence of the same graven image were but tukens of the devotion
and a 'miration of the ptlprims for her whom the statue represented,
This is but patual, it 1 nothing more than human instinct, and yet
whin Catholica follow this sume instinet in doing honor to the
Quean of Henven, to the Mother of God, to the Mother of the Xing
of Kings, to & woman who was not only virtuous but immacuiate,
they are accused of idolatry. Dr. Egan coneluded by saylny that
just as there i3 nothing more conscling and reasonable to the
huroan heart and mind, nothing more vonsopant with Gol s infinite
wetcy and justce, than the doctrne of purgaiory, so there ia
nothing more beautiful, nothiog more natural, and nothing more in
keeping with the instinets of the humar heart than the Catholwo
practie of honoring the statues, imayges, pictures, and orher
representationy of Our Saviour. of His Blessed Mtner, and of
those distinguishid herces in life's wpiritual combat, the saints of
{iod,
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The annusl meetiog of the H.A.CR. Society (New Z:aland
district) was opened in 3t Joseph's Hall, Dunedin, on Wednesday,
when there were present delegates from vearly all parts of the
Coloay.

The children of the East Gora Convent School held their annual
picnic at Croydon Bush on Wednesday (says the lacal Standard),
The children and parents, along with a number of fri-nde, took ad-
vantage of the fine weather, and attended in large nuwmbers.

On Mouday the prelates ani clergy, who had been on a visit to
Dun:din in connection with the laying of the foundation stone of
the Convent of Mercy, South Dunedin, left for their eeveral
dioce @s.  Archbishop Redwood, Bishop Grimes, Myr. O'Reilly,
Ngr. Muckay, Dean Faley, and Father Lewis left in the morning by
liw north express, and the Archbishop of Melbourne snd Father
MeCarthy left by the steamer Mokois in the afternoon for Mel-
lourne. All the visitors were seen off by the Bishop and clergy of
Duanedin.

A retreat for the women of the paiish, and conducted by
the Very Rev, Father Boyle, of HYydney, was opeued at Vespers ia
Bt. Joseph's Cathedral on Bunday. The opening seimon was
preached by his Grace Archbishop Redwocd, who spoke on grievous
e aod the injury which it did to the soul, basing his diecourse on
the worde, ' 1t in an evil and a bitter thing for thee to have left the
Lord thy God.’ The Most Rev. preacher, im the course of an
eloquent vermon, thowed that grievous or mortal sin was a enpreme
evil. In every other evil suffered by mwan. such as the loss of b :alth
or propertg, there was some good aspect, hut grievous sin was a1 not
of daring ur rebeliion against the high majesty of God, Who s our

Creator, and to Whom we owe everything, even our very life. When
the sinner conceives the idea of cemmitting s grievous sin he prac-
tically decides to commit an act of high tresson in the presence of
his King and Bovereign Lord. The sioner dares the God who
hrought him out of nothingness, and to Whom he owes everything,
After dwelling on the enorwity of mortal sin and showing the good-
ness of God, Archbishop Redwood concluded by exhorting all to
take advantege of this time of grace to pive up sin and return to
God. Pontifieal Vespers were sung by his Eordehip Bishop Grimes,
the Very Rev. Father Boyle being deacon and the Very Rev. Father
Lewis pubdeacon. Bermons were delivered esch mornipg of the
week al the o aod § veloch Masses and at vie evening devoliour.
The attendance at all the services waa very good. A retreat for men
will begin on next bunday,

The annual picnic of the children attending the Catholic
sohools of Dunedin took place on Thursday at Qutram, but unfor-
tunately the weather was very unseasonnble and consequently the
outing was not ag enjoyaple as it otherwise would have been. This
wad much to be regretted, not alone for the sake of the children,
who had been looking forward with considerable pleasure to the
event for some time, but also on the part of the committes, who
had worked hard and whose efforte would undonbtedly have been
crowned with suceess were it not for the inclemency of the weather.
Hopea were entertained that when the train taking the children
and their friends, to the number of nearly 900, lett Dunedin shortly
after nine o'clock the rain would clear off, but when Ontram was
reached the party was doomed to disappointment, and it wag fonnd
necessary to secure shelter for the day. The Rev, Fathers Murphy,
Delaney, G'Mailey, and the committee secured the nse of two publio
halle which were courteously placed at their dispoeal by Messrs,
W. Snow and J. Grant, whilst the use of rooms in the Terminua
Hotel was kindly granted by Mr. G. Magorian, During a fine
hour or #0 the children's races were got off, and the remaining
events will be run off on March 16. In addition to the clergy the
following were the membera of the committee in attendanoe '—
Messrs. L. Claney, J, Miller, J. Hill, F, Hull, M, Rodgers, J. Collina,
M. Coughlan, Fulton, J, Hungerford, T. B, Conway, Brother Fogarty,
and the energetic secrefary, Mr. J. J. Dunne.” The Caversham
Iudustrial School Band eupplied the music, which considerably
enlivened the proceedings, and after a pleasant run home town
was resched shortly befors § p,m,

Holy Cro-a College, Mosgiel, was the scene of a distinguished
gathering of prelates and priests and a few of thelaity on Thursday,
when the Right Rev. Dr. Verdon pavea luncheon to celebrate the ra-
opening of the Seminary after the holidays. Among the guests
present were his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, his Grace tha
Archbishop of Wellington, hus Lordship the Bishop of Christehurch,
the Right Hev. Mgr O Reilly, Auckland ; Very HRev. Dean Foley,
Christchurch ; Very Rev. Father Lewis, VG, Wellington ; Very
Rev, Father Bogyle, Fydney , Rev, Father Reguault, Waimate ; the
Rev. Father McCarcthy, Melbourne ; the diovesan clergy beivg repre-
fented by Hicht Rev, Mgr. Mackay, Very Rev. Mgr, O'Leary, Very
Rev. Faiber (' Neill (Milton), Rev. Fathers Morphy, Coffey, Lynch,
McMuilen, O'Neill (Winton), Cleary, Howard, M. Ryan, ana Headen,
The following members of the Catholic laity were also present :
Messrs J. B. Callan, C. I Haughtou, ¥, W. Petre, J, Murray, Col
lips, M. Coughlan, and Morkine. Notwithstanding the inclement
weather the cullege and grounds Jooked spiendid, the many visitors
expreesing themselves in bighly compl'mentary termes regarding the
suitahility of the building for the purpose for which it 18 intended
and the location, whieh is an ideal one for such an 1 titution. The
chapel, which will be shortly completed, was vie t 1 ard admired.
It 18 already roofed. the plasierers are at work on the interior, and
the embosced zine celling 18 being put 12 place so that in
a short time the bulding will be ready for dedication.
At the lunchecn the Right Rev, Bishop \erdon had on his right
the Archbizhop of Melbourne. and on his left the Arch-
bithop of Wellington wnd the DBishop of Christchurch After
justice bad been done to the excellent repast the Right Rev, Cheirs
wan, 1n terwy of hirh and well-wnerited eulogy, proposed the toast
et the® Vistars.” Leplies were given in very happy terms by the
Archbishopa of Melb mrne and Wellington, Bishop Grives, aud
Monsignor O'Reilly. The follewing toasts were also bonored :—
‘The laity of the diocese of Dunedin,” propured by Archbishop Red-
wood. snd responded to by Messrs. Callan, Hanghtoo. and Petre ;
‘ The bishops and clergy.’ proposed by the Archbishop of Melbourne
and responded to by the Right Ree, Dr, Verdon, Monsignors Mackay
anl O'Leary, and Very Riv. Fatier O Nell, Mr. Morkane psid a
graceful tribate to the work of Father Murphy in orgauising the
very succe-stul reception of the visiting prelates,
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{(From our own correspondent,)

The Wyndham Cat'iolic Literary Yociety's social proved a great
success. L he hall was crowded, people of all denominations being
present, which is o hippy sign of the society's popularity and tha
community to whicn 1t belongs, Mr, 1). Joner dircharged the
duties of chairman in s praiseworthy manner, and s varied pro.
gramme was divpos d of, In the cowse of a few remarks on the
bencfits of & literary s.ciety wnd its usefulnese, the 1lev, Futher
U'Dongell, Gore, refuted 1n strong terms the unwarranted refleetion
cast on the Joyalty of a certain school by Mr McNab, M.H.R, at
Edendale, duly reported in the Press apd interpreted to refer to the
convent school at Gore, ¥ : (Mr, McNab) suid he bad not seen the
flag hoisted half-mast on th+ Quee 1's death, Father O'Donnell said
the flay was certainly o heisted, anl he was surprived that Mr
MoNab should go to the trouble of attemnting to convey such a
wrong and ustrutbful impriss on. He also remarked that the
echool was a private one, and be wounld not allow jusnlts to be
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