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from the Cathclic standpeint, by one who is sure to le
listened to with respeet in every one of the seven colonies of
Australasian.  We refer to the distinguished prelate, the
Archbishop of Melbourne, who ou lust Monday left our
ghores, We were privibged to publish his views on the
education problem 1 our last =ue, and this week we print
a further statement made by bim wpon the same burning
theme in the course of his reply to the address of the cleigy
and daivy of Dubedin, v 1s dbp}umblu,’ PR E TTEY
the course of his remarks, *that noo-Catholics will
not take up the question of Christian education.” * They
have time and again given expression to the pain which
they feel ut viewing the decay of Christian ideals. They
admit that the Churches are neclecting their duty, and that
there is a great deal of profanity and vice amongst the
rising generation. But in this matter they take no steps to
counteract » tendency which will be uliimately fatal
to family and wnational life. They will not co-operate
with Catholics in trying to introduce a system of education
which is an absolutely necessary means of inducing a Chris-
tian character in any country.’
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The hard secularism of the present system of public
instruction is a blow at every Christian creed. Thanks to
tieir splendid spirit of self-sacrifice, Cuthelics experience its
natural and catculable results in the least degree. But it is
dealing the various non-Catholic Christian denominabons a
staggering blow. And hence from pa'pit and platform and
from the midst of synods and assemblics and conventions
rises the alarm-cry that the denominations are losing their
hold on the young, that attendance wut church services is be-
coming gparse, and that relizion gencrally is showing signs
of dry-rot. And coupled with this melancholy plaint is the
attempt to abdicate one of the chief functions of a Christian
Church—the religious instruction of youth—aund to ting 1t
upon the shoulders of the State. But, as we have frequently
shown, the solution of the difficuity does not lie thav way.
What is required of our Protestant fellow-colonists is less of
helplees  complaint  about  the natural vesults of a
state of things in which they have too long acquiesced ;
less of portentons head-shakings and of profitless resolutions
that lead to nothing practical 1 and more of that sclf-sacri-
tice of which their less wealthy Cutholic neighbors are giving
themn year in year out such n moviog exmnple. Lot the
Presbyteriuns or Anglicans of New Zewland. or any consider-
able section of either of them, set seriowsly ubout building,
equipping, and maintaining Christian schisols for the up-
bringing  of their children in accordavnee with  Lheir
respective ideals of religious instemction, and fthe edneation
problem wiil soon solve itself. And in dne course thereafter
we shall hear fewer wailings about diminislied atteudance ot
religious services and the relaxing hold of the Churchs
upon the masses of the people.  As for Uatholics : Lot them
keep their hearts up and persevere in the good work, for—
in the words of bthe First Naronuox—* victory belongs to
the most persevering.’

WIITE SAVAGES AT PLAY.
——

Ox reading the published aceonnts of the burbiritics prac-
tised by the * Christian’ troops from the West in the lund
of the heathen Chince, one s tempted to ask, in the languawe
of Truthful Javes :(—
Ia our civilisation a failure’
Or ig the Catcasian played out !

We have hefore us several independent accounts of 1ne atio-
cities perpstrated by the Westerns in the Land of Fiower.
One of these storics of blood sud crime ix the ontcome of
an official investigation. Others are from newspaper cor-
respondents at the front. But the most complete and
terrible indictment of the uniformed Caucnsian saviages
comes from the pen of Dr. K. .. Thinuox, who was
for a long time resident in China, who was an uye-
witness of much of what he relates, and whose article upou
the subject appears in the January number of the Contsai-
porary  Repiere. Making all reasonable allowance for
exaggeration, there still remains a solid snbstratum of
Lwrrible facts which imply hideous orgies of muassaere and
outrage far worse than those which roused Gireat Britain to
such magnificens indignation over the Bulgartan atrouities
of more than twenty years ago.
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* The characteristic traits of this international campaign,’
says Dr. Dicnox, ‘so far as Chinamen have felt its effects,
hayve been bloodshed, rapine, and rape. Males and children
have heen killed, not always with merciful spced, and more
than once they were half-killed and possibly buried alive,
the soldiers’ tine being short and their victims many.
Liooting of the private property of Chinese non-combatants
has heen carried out with thorough-going completencss and
AL Tungischan the Clinces made no
resistence, no fichting took place, and the allies entered
into peaceable possession of the city, Notwithstanding this
the non-combatant natives, both pagan and Christian, were
“killed in sport and hayoueted in play.” ‘I speak as an eye-
wituess,’ says Dr. 1ILLON, ¢ when 1 say, for example, that
over and over again the gulters of the city of Tungtachan
ran red with Blood, and I sometimes found it impossible to
go my way withont cetting my hoots bespattered with
homan gore. ‘There were few shops, private hounses, and
courtyards without dead bodies and poolg of dark blood,
Amid a native population whose very souls quaked at the
gight. of a rifie, revolver, or military uniform, a reign of
red terror was angurated for which there seems no ade-
quate motive. Ewven if all the Chinese within the city had
risen in revolt against the foreigners, the latter would have
quelled it without an cffort. Yet they were kept with
DaMocLEs’ sword continually falling on their heads. No
nasive’s l:ife or property was safe for an hour. Men I had
been rpeaking to wfore lunch were in their graves by sun-
down, und no mortal will ever know the reason why. The
thirst of bleod has made imen mad. . The Chinese
were treuted as Christians were in the reign of NERo.
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¢No prisoners were taken,’ writes a German marine ;
“ that is to say, if they are made they are at once shot down
when the battle s over ¢ Earopean troops,’ says Dr.
[haLoN, ' give no quarter, even to men who are not their
enemies.” At Taku three hundred vnarmed and inoffensive
coolies wers massacrdd by the Russiang in cold blood.
Along the Peho the western barbarians used bullet and
hayouet to such a lively tune that the river became * at once
an Aceldama aud 2 (loaca Maxima ’—oozy and foul with
festering humaw corpses.  And in the blazing villages along
its banks * men, wowen, boys, girls, and babes in arms were
shot, stabbed, wud lewn to bits in the labyrinth of streets,
and their murdered bodies became the prey of pariah dogs.
The treatment accorded to females © from six to sixty years
oll’ defics deseription,  1ts coarse britality may be inferred
from the following facts : Dr. DiLuoN states that * wives
and danghters hanged themselves on trees or drowned them-
selves 1 garden wells in order to escape a much worse lot '
and the Japan Wieldy Jfef, basing its statement on official
investigation, says in a recent issue : * It sends a thrill of
horror through every white man's bosom to learn that forty
missionary women and twenty-five little children were
butehiered by the Boxers, but Mr. Tacusour, whose testi-
mony i3 beyond impeachment, and who speaks in the sequel
of Imvestigation personully conducted by himself, tells us
that in Tungtschan alone, a city where the Chinese made no
rosistuiice and there was po fighting, 573 women of the
upper classes committed suiclde rather than survive the
indirnities they had suffered.  Women of the lower quarters
{ared stmilarly, he tells us, at the hands of the soldiers, but
were not unwilling to snevive their shame.” The European
and Alaerican troops went to China under the pretence of
being the - vindicators of public order.” They have de-
sraded themselves inte becoming * the gladiators of history,’
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The acts of military savagery and barbarism bave not
been contined to any Western nationality. Every Christian
fhygz 1 China has been disgraced.  DBat, by common con-
sent, the palm of sheer villainy is accorded to the gemi-
civibised Cossacks whom Russis broncht to the Far East to
Yreason | with the Chinaman.,  The Japanese alone seem to
have come ot of the discreditable basiness with some shreds
of natsonal honor lefe. At Port Arvthur in 1894 they gave
no quarter,  In the eurly days of the Chinese imbroglio the
rank and file mamfested a decided inclination to follow the
evample of the Western savages with whom they were
associated.  But their generals set their faces as hard as
flint against military cruclty, * visiting the offenders brought
hefore them,’ says Dr, DILLON, * with such terrible punish-
ment that among their troops the practice died suddenly
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