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as waiters;and that mantles, day-dresses, jackets, and furs arelargely, though secretly,purchased at low prices byDublin ladies.Eveningdresses and millinery are the most difficult to disposeof,and bring the lowestprices whensold.
GALWAY.— A Slander Case— ln the Court of Qneen'sBench the case of Mr.Thomas Higrgine, President of the NorthGalway Executive of the United Irish League, against Sir Thomastrrattan-Bellew for slander was listedfor hearing. Mr.Bushe,QC,for theplantiff,said a settlementhadbeen arrived at. The slanderalleged vras said to hare been tittered at a meeting at wbioh Sir

Grattan-Bellew was reported to have said that the plaintiff wasdishonest and that he had taken human life. Sir Henry deniedthathe everhad made such imputations against the plaintiff. A
consent had been drawnup inwhich Sir Henry repudiatedhavingmade the alleged charges,and agreed to pay theplaintiff £125 forcosts. The consent wasmade a rule of court.

LIMERICK-— A Practical Suggestion.— When the ques-
tion of insuring the Union premises came before the LimeriokGuardians at their last meeting, the Chairman (Mr.O'Regan) saidthey heard a good deal about paying money to absentee landlords,andtheyoughtnottobepayingmoneytoEnglishInsuranceCompanieswhen they had good Irish companies with whom theycould insurewithperfect Bafety. Mr. Thomas Lane proposedthat the insuranceof ±,40,000 be dividedbetweentheNationalandPatriotioCompanies.The Clerk pointedout that it would be necessary toask for tenders,and anotice of motion waegiven that thiß oourse be adopted.

Heroic Act by aLady.— At the LimerickCity Sessions,Mr.
AmbroseHaiipresidio,Miss Christy,George street,Limerick, was
presented with the medal and certificate of the Royal HumaneSociety as a reward for her gallantry in saving Mrs. Shields,ofCastleconnell, from being drowned at Kilkee. Mr. A. Hall, in
making the presentation, congratulated Miss Christy upon her
gallantry, He said it was the wishof the Royal Humane Society
that the presentationwould be made in the most publicmanner.
Itwasa pleasing duty tohim tomake the presentation,especially
as the young lady was a Limerick girl,and particularly in such
times as these when somuchmoneyis spent for makingnew inven-
tions totake away life. The medal was for a differentpurpose—
for preserving life.

A Vigorous Criticismof theIrishEducational System.—
At the distributionof prizes in Laurel Hill Convent, the Most

Rev. Dr. O'Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick, delivered a vigorous
criticism on Irish education,primary, secondary, andhigher. Hia
Lordship said hebelieved thepayment foreducation by results wasa falsesystem. If they paid for Frenchby the yard, for English by
the pound, and science by the paroel, it was just as they paid
tailors for the garments they make. They weresimply degrading
education,and getting results that would be measurable just aa
mechanics' work was measurable. Some of them had thought to
make a change in the present system of education for the better*
ment of the country for years,but their work was worthless, and
so,he believed, the whole of the country was crippled by a truly
false and untrue Bystem of education. There was a commission
last year to inquireinto this Intermediatesystem of education, and
they held a very exhaustive investigation, but the evidence on
which to decide was largely given by those who were most
interested in thepecuniary results of that system. Andit was too
much to expect from human nature that the people who were
making hundreds and thousands of pounds in theyearby anin-
jurious system wouldbe veryenthusiastic to make a change and try
another system that might be better for this countryand would
undoubtedly be serious for their own pecuniary interests. He
believed that weight of money had dragged down the Intermediate
Bystemof Ireland,and wasnow,he feared, committed to them for
many a day. He thought that hitherto the National system of
education was too literary and did too little for the manual and
practical training of the peopleof the country. This was with the
result to foster the absurd prejudices that existed in Ireland,and
almost exclusively in Ireland,against manual labor. A clerk in
Limerickearning 12s or 14s a week wouldstrut downGeorgestreet
witha cigaretteivhis mouth,despising the honest tradesman who
waaearning £2 a week. There werelots of people in this country
who wouldrather go to the workhouse than earn their bread by
honest labor,andit was this stateof things that left the country as
it was. Gentlemen aired themselves on starvation and respect*
ability in Ireland,but when they went to America, Australia,or
South Africa they had to take off their coatsand work toearn their
bread. There they contributed to the wealth of the oountry,
and were not consuming1 the fruits of the earth,as they were in
their own country. Inconclusion,hisLordship expressedthehope
that one of the results of the new system would be to knock
thenonsenseout of people's heads, and that boys and girls would
cometo know that labor and work werehonorable.

LOUTH.-AllegedLibel onthe HighSheriff.-it willbe
remembered (says the Dublin Evening Herald) that during the
courseof the lateelections Mr. William O'Brien, M.P,,made several
speeches inCork, inwhich he alleged that the datefor the North
Louth electionhad been fixedby the High Sheriff incollusionwith
Mr. T.M.Healy and the Castle, for corrupt and improper purposes.
We learn that theHigh Sheriff of Louth has issued and served a
writ claiming £5000 damages against Mr. O'Brien for alleged libel
onhim in the discharge of his official duty. Itis understoodthat
Mr.T.L.O'Shaughnessy, Q.C.,has been retained as counsel for the
plaintiff. Itis rumored that theHigh Sheriff is also contemplating
proceedings against the Freeman's Journal for libel alleged to be
contained in the report ofMr. O'Brien's speech andtheircomments
thereon.

MEATH.— Religious Bequests.— Before the Irish Lord
Chief Justice and a special jury,the will of Mr.John O'Neill,of

ANTRIM— The Lord Mayor of Belfast— None of the
leadingmenofBelfastseem particularlyanxious to fill themayoralchair. Up to the middle of December one gentleman after anotherappears tohave definitely declined to have anything to do with theeffloe, and the situation is almost unique in its awkwardness.Neverbeforehas therebeen knows such r dearth of candidates.

CLARE.— An Eviction.— On the Thursdaymorning beforeChristmas Major Fred Cullinane, sub-sheriff of Clare, with sixbaliiffs, evicted Mr. J.Molony,Brickhills,Cratloe, from the houseand farmof 110 acres. All the doors were locked and had to bebrokenIn. Mr.Molony then,at theSheriff's request,left thehouse
There were somepolioe present with thebailiffs. This, itis stated,v the fourth timeMr.Molony has been evicted in 14 months. Pob-MMion has been taken in connection with proceedings for therecoveryof moneylent by theold Munster Bank.

CORE.— lllness OfDr.Tanner.— The member forMid-Cork.
Dr. Tariner, has been lying ill for some time at Ventnor. Thedootor,ft is understood, is suffering from lung trouble,and it is
Varyunlikely thathe willbe sufficiently strong to resume hisPar-liamentarydutieson the opening of Parliament.

Death of &Priest in the United States,— Newshas been
noafoa1Z ?"*°* fco deathof the Rev.TimothyMcCarthy, p»«tor
of fauMoalateConception Chardh, T°ledo, who passedawayafter a
long illneM that was theresultof tireless andunsparing activity in
his dutiesaspriest and pastor. About three monthb ago, utterly
brokendown inbody and witha spirit weariedof the long combat
withdisease,Father McCarthy took to thebed from whichhenever
rose. His disinterestedness,his zeal,his devotion to his work and
tobis flock won not only the respect,but the love of allto whom
he had ministered in the 23 years of hia priesthood. Father
McCarthy was born inDurrus, County Cork, Ireland,November6,
1843. As went to the United States in 1866, and studied his
olassics with theBenedictineFathersat St. Vincent'sCollege, West-
moreland, Pa. He waa ordained to the priesthood by Bishop
CMlmour, July 5, 1877.

Death of aNun.— On December17 therepassedtoher eternal
MwardinthePresentation Convent,Doneraile,Sister M.Stanislaus
H'Najnara. By thepupilsand by thecommunity her tact,zeal,and
gnsrgy were deeply appreciated. It was a source of grief to her
two brothers, Rev. Patrick M'Namara, Penicuik, Edinburgh,
andRev. Thomas J. M'Namara, of the Cathedral, Plymouth, that
they wereunable to be present at her last moments. The latter,
however,hadthe melancholy consolation of assisting at the obse-
quies,at whichhe wascelebrant.

DOWN— Prior of the Dominican Community.— Very
Re*.D. B.Falvey, O.P. (says a Newry contemporary),haa been re-
appointedPriorof the Dominican Community. The appointment
has been receivedwith feelingsof theutmost gratificationinNewry,
Father Falvey being extremely popular not only amongst the
Catholiopeopleof the town,butalso amongst the members of the
differentProtestant denominations.

DUBLIN.— An heirloom of O'Oonnell— The trustees of
the NationalLibrary of Irelandhave just purchasedthe fee-bookof
DanielO'Connell. For the first [yearhis inoome amounted toonly
42 6s 6d. Thenext yearhis income was £50, and from that time
it rose by leapsand boundsuntil itreadiednearly £4000 a year.

AnAlleged Libel.— Mr.J. J. O'Meara, solicitor,acting for
Mr. T. 0. Harrington, M.P.,has Berved a writ on the Freeman's
Journalclaiming £8000 damages for allegedlibel.

TheRotunda.
—

The noble circular room known as the Ro-
tunda, Dublin, in which the Irish National Convention held its
session, wasbuiltin1757 asa placeof public entertainment. Itis
80 feet indiameterand 40 feet in height, without anymiddlesup-
port. Itwas thesceneof the Convention of the IrishVolunteers in
1783, and of the Catholic Convention in 1798. The Home Rule
Conference, whichlaid the foundationsof thepresentIrishNational
movement,washeldin theRotunda in 1873. Duringtheyear 1798
andthethree subsequent years,owing to the disturbed state of the
city consequenton theinsurrection, the Rotundaand the adjoining
rooms wereoocupiedasbarracks.

The Decadence Of the Stage— Father Peter Finlay, 8.J.,
inan address to the Dublin Catholio Commercial Club reoently,
referredto the decadence of the Irish stage. Plays whichwould
not havebeen toleratedinDublin 20 years ago werenowproduced
tocrowdedanddelighted houses. He spokefrom hearsay only,but
hitwitnesses werethoughtful, level-headed men, who assured him
thata grievousmoraldegradation had fallenuponthe Dublin stage,
and that it was becoming an increasing moral evil. Dublin
Catholicshad only toexpress theirdisapprovalbyabsence tochange
thatstateof things. Catholio papers shouldrefuse advertisements
of bad plays and Catholio critics speak out their minds against

The Trade in Secondhand Clothes— Lord iveagh's gift
of asite for an old clothes market inDublininterests

'theupper
riUtsrn

'
more than most peoplemight suspect. Secondhand clothes

appear toan astonishingextentinDublin Society;butall the facts
connected with their purchaseare carefully guarded by those most
eomoexned. Still, 'figures talk,' and a turn-over of more than
46000during theoneyear(handledby asingle large firm) suggestsa
gooddealof localpatronage,asonly a smallproportionof the sum
refers to thecolonialexport trade. Particularsfurnished from the
same sourcestate that thereis a large trade in secondhandevening
luitsamongbusinessand professional men of smallmeans,as well
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