
THE CONVERSAZIONE.
(By Telegraph )

February 12.
OnMonday afternoontheprelatesand visitingclergyproceededto St.Mary's Convent of Mercy, Colombo street, where a song ofwelcome was sung by thechildren of the Bchool and an interestingprogrammeof physical drill and violin andpiano selections waa

performed, Thanks were returned to the children and the Sistersby thopr«latßH in complimentary terms
The ArtGallery waacrowded to excess on Monday eveningon

theoooafnon of the eonversa"one tendered by the, Catholioß of
Christchurch to the visiting prelates and priests, all of whomwerepresent. The fine decorations of the building, with theper-manent paintings adorning the walls, were still further enhancedby the addition of palms, pot plants, ferns, foliage, and flowers,
whilstthe reflections from numerous mirrors,placedat intervals,
gavea tone of animation to the scene which was most effective.Themainpart of thebuilding was laid out as a drawing-room andmagnificently furnished by the firm of Messrs. A. J.White and Co.The following programme was given

—
:Part 1:Pianosolo, ' Rigo-letto,' Miss Kate Young ; song, 'Rocked in the cradle of

the deep,'Mr.E.McNamara (encored);song, 'The carnival,'MissMoir; song, 4 By the blue sea,' (Smart), Mrs. Pidgeon; song,'Coming of theking,' Mr. C. Read;violin solo, Miss L. Cook (en-
cored); song, 'Joyous life,' Miss Pender (encored);song, 'Comeback to Erin,' Miss Pidgeon;recitation,'The leason of the water-mill,'Mr.H. Hayward (enoored);piano solo, 'Miss McGuinness;
"ong,

" Only a rosebud,' Miss Moir (encored);song,'The miner,'Mr.E.McNamara(encored). During anintervalin theprogramme
refreshmentswerehandedround. At the close of the conversazionehisLordshipBishopGrimes addressed the audience, and the Aroh-bishopsof Melbourneand Wellington and the Bishop of Dunedinthanked allmost heartily for the way they hadbeen received and
entertained.

On Tuesday afternoonthe visiting ecclesiastics wereentertained
at theSacredHeart Convent,Barbadoes street,at an excellent andwell«rendered musical programme. On the same afternoon theyproceededto MountMagdala, where they werepresent at a genuinetreatin the shape of a musical and dramatic performancegiven by
the 'children,' a drama entitled

"
The human soul' being renderedmfirst-classstyle, the whole performances reflecting much crediton the devotednungand those under their care.

PRAISE FOR A CATHOLIC PRIEST

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.
(Written for theN.Z.Tablet.)

February 17, Sunday.— Quinquagesima Sunday.„ IS, Monday.— St.Raymund dePennaforfc, Confessor,„ lit, Tuesday.— St. Titus,Bishop and Confessor.„ iv,Wednesday.— Ann Wednesday.„ 21,Thursday.— St.Paul, the firstHermit.„ 22, Friday.— Feast of theDrown ot Thorns.„ 23, Saturday.— St. Peter Damian, Bishop,Confessor, andDoctorof theChurch.
ASH WEDNESDAY.

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent,so called from theCatholic ceremony of blessing ashes and strewing itupon the fore-heads of theclergy and laity asa sign of penance. The Fathersofthe Church, especially St.Gregory, call the first day of Lent the'headof the fast,'raputjejuntt, because it is on this day that thefast of Lent begins. This custom is veryancient, for we know itwas observed in the time of Pope Gregory the Great (590-604)The covering:of the head with ashes has longbeen a common sign,of mourning among Eastern nations, indicative of the deepestsorrow anddistress. Instancesof this are mentionedin Scripture.Jeremiaß advises the people of Jerusalemto cover themselves witnashes to escape the wrath of Nabuchodonosor(Jer xxv.34) TheNinivites dressed insackcloth and put ashes upon their heads toavert theheavenly vengeance (Jonas iii.6). The Christian Churchhas adopteda symbol sopotent toexcite in the soul sentiments ofhumility, compunction,and penance,by reminding us that we arebutdust anduntodust shall return. Penitents, in the early Chris-tian Church, testified their sorrow and humiliation at times bystanding at the door of the Church in
'
sackcloth and ashes.' Theashes are blessed at the altar, immediatelybefore Mass; thecele-

brantmarks on the heads of the clergy and the assembled people,
with the blessed ashes, and to each person he thus marks headdresses the words which God announced to the first sinner:'Remember, 0 man! that thouartdust and that thou shalt returnuntodust

'(Gen. iii.19). The ashes that are used onAsh Wednes-day should be dry ;this the Sacred Congregationof Rites specifies(May 23, 1693, apud Gardellini, vol. 1., p. 19). They should be
made from thebranchesblessed onPalm Sunday,the yearprevious.TheRubric of the Missal is formal on this point. These ashes areindeedthe remains of theglory of the God-Man,and as the seed ofthat whichis reserved for us in heaven. Hence weshouldreceivethem in accordance with the sentimentsof theChurch.

LENT.
Anciently in the Latin Church, Lent lasted only 36 days, andcommenced only on the Sunday of the sixth week before Easter,which theycalled Quadragesima Sunday. In the eleventhcentury,to more closely imitate the fast of 40 days which Jesus Christsufferedin the desert,some added four days before QuadragesimaSunday, and thia custom was followedin the West;for. by deduct-ing the six Sundays whicharc no fast days, there remain exactly40days of faat, in imitationof our Saviuor. From this rule we have toexcept the Church of Milan, whichcommences Lent only onQuad-ragesimaSunday.
The ancient Latin monks kept three Lents: the great Lentbefore Baeter, the other before Christmas, which they called theFast of St. Martin,and the other the Fast of St. John the Baptistafter Pentecost, all three of to days. The Greeks observed fourothers besides thatofEaster, namely : thatof the Apostles,of theAssumption, of Christmas, and of the Tranpfiguration; but theyreduced them toseven days each. The Jacobites havea fifth fa6t,which they call the Fastof the Penance of Ninive. The Chaldaicsand Nestoriansdo the same. The Maronites have six,by addingthat of the Exaltation of the Cross. The 40 days'period,as com-memorative of our Lord's 40 days'fast,or of the similar perfunctory

fasts of Moses and Elias,commences with Ash Wednesday, betweenwhichday and Easter Sunday (omitting the Sundays,on which thefast is not observed), 40 clear days intervene. The rigor of the
ancient observauce, which excluded all flesh andeven the so-called'
whitemeats,' is nowmuch relaxed;but the principleof permit-ting but one meal, with a slight refection or collation, is widelyretained. The precept of fast obliges all those who have theirtwenty-first yearoompleted/if no other cause dispenses them fromfast. InSpain,during the Crusades and the wars with the Moors,

a practice arose of permittingin certain cases, thesubstitutionof acontribution to the holy war, for the observance of Lentenabstinence;and although the object has long since ceased, the
composition is still permitted, under the same title of the1Crusada.'

Wb quote the followinginterestingremarks from Governor Roose-
velt's artiole on 'Civic Helpfulness' in a recent Century, We do
not doubt thatitcould be corroborated in other places than NewYork.'Perhaps there is noharm inmy referring to one man who is
dead. Very early in my careeras a policecommissioner of the city
of New York,Iwas brought in contact withFather Casserly of the
PaulietFathers. After hehad made nphis mind that Iwas really
trying toget things decent in the department, and to see that law
andorder prevailed,and thatcrime and vice were warred against in
practical fashion,he became very intimate withme, helping me inevery way,and unconsciously giving me an insight into his own
work and his owncharacter. Continually,at onepointandanother,
Icameacross whatFather Casserly wasdoing,always inthe wayof
showing the intensehuman sympathy and interest he was taking in
thelivesabout him. If one of the boys of a family was wild, itwasFatherCasserlywho plannedmethods of steadyinghim. If,onthe other hand, a steady boy met with some misfortune— lost his
plaoe,or somethingof thekind,— it was Father Casserly who wentand stated the facts to hia employer. The Paulist Fathers had
alwaysbeenamong themostefficient foes of theabußes to the liquor
trade. They neverhesitatedto interfere withsaloons,dance-houses.
and the like. One secret of their influence with our Police Boardwas that, as they continually went about among their people andknew them all,and aa they were entirely disinterested, they could
be trusted to tell who didright and who did wrong among the in-
struments of the law. One of the perplexing matters in dealing
with policemen is that, as they are always inhostile contact withcriminalsand would-becriminals, whoare Bure to lie about them,itis nextto impossible to tell when accusations against them arefalseand when they are true;for the good man who doeshis duty
is sureto havescoundrelly foes,and the bad man who blackmailsthese same Booundrels usually has nothing but the same evidenceagainst him. But FatherCasserly and the rest of his order knewthe policemenpersonally, and we found we could trust them im-plicitly to tell exactly who was goodand whowasnot. Whether themanwereCatholic,Protestant,or Jew,ifhe was a faithfulpublic ser-
vant theywouldsoreporthim ;andifhe wasunfaithfulhe wouldbe
reportedas such, wholly without regard tohis creed.'Inthe Bame article,honorable mention isalso madeof acertainBrother A , who was doing very effective work for Italianchildren.

"He hada large parochial Bchool,originally attended by thechildren of Irishparents. Gradually the Irish had movedup-town,andhad beensupplantedby the Italians. It was hia life-work tolift these littleItaliansover the first painful steps on the road toAmerican citizenship.'

WitoheaOil oureapainsandaches,neuralgia, headache,sciatica,rheumatism. Prioe,2s 6d. Try it.—/ 1*
The enormous outputof McCormiok machines defiesthementalgraspof man. If the machines they manufacture were to issuefrom the gate of their works (the largest in the world), the spec-tators wouldseethroughout the workingday aMoCormick machineemergingat full gallopevery thirty seconds.— #%

Wanted, about 50 clerks to helpread testimonialsre TusfiicuraSole manufacturer, S.J.Evans, 2s 6d.
—

mm
*

m
An elderly man ia required aa gardener for the Convent,Nelson.

—
„%

'
Tusßicura,the wonderfulcoughremedy—sold byallchemistsandgrocers.—^\
Didyou ever read Helen's Babies,and do you remember thedelightful enthusiasmof little Toddy whenhe got at the internalworkings of somebody's watch and wanted to Bee

'
the wheels goround ? Anddoes itoccur toyou that wheels occupy a prettyim-portant part incycles ? We have realised this fact,and aaanevi-dence of the attention given the subject, want you to examinethelatest Sterling chain, chainless, and free wheels. Built like awatch. New shipment just landed. Morrow, Bassett, and

Thnraday, February 14,1901.]

Friendsat Court.
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