
Ilia truthand His grace, but the laying of the foundationstone ofa cathedral issomething more than this, for all J have Baid bo farcan be applied to anyparish church in the land, but a cathedral issomething more, indeed, than this. It iBi B a gr^at centre of lifebecame it is. indeed, through bishops ihat this iruth is to be*transmitted tomankind, and a cathedral is the churchm which isfound the seat of the bishcp. The cathedral is like a sun, af-pintualsun. You know that the great orb thatrolls in space andand communicates to this world of our* liuhf hid henfc arid motion,
is a type of that (jreat centie Jesus Chrn-t the centre of justice ;thecathedral cotnmuniciiTes Hi* light and His truth to the world andthus the vau.ius bishops throughout the world are like smaller nunsilluminated by the radianceof that great sun, .JtsusChrist. So, mydear brethren, the laying of a foundation of a cathedral is a greatand importantevtnt wherever it occurs His Grace congratulatedthe congregation upon the greaUst day in thur greatundertakinglneir bishop had come to part of the realisation of his great hopeand desire to see a church erected worthy of the Divinemajesty ofGod, and he (the preacher), tendered his warmest and Bincerestcongratulations. Inconclusion he said :It ia God's work,a greatsublime, holy work, a great and lasting work, a work that willconler immortal honor upon yourselves and your district, that willbe a glory and a charm to this city. Itis the greatest work you
have yet undertaken. You will rise nobly to the occasion, thatyouwill give with the generosity for which you havebeen knowninthe past, you will make this a record day in every sense, so thatyourbishop will be proud of yon, and your doings will go forth tothe land as a proof of your faith and your loyalty toJesus Christ.and our Holy Church.

THE MUSIC.
The music of the Mass was Gounod's' Messe Solennelle,'splen-didly rendered by the choir, strengthened for the occasion. Thesoloists were:— Soprano, Miss Pender; tenor, Mr. C Read; andba«s. Mr.E. McNamara. At the offertory Miss Moir sang Gounod*1Aye Maria

'
with violin obligato byMr. E.J.Painter. An efficientorchestra ledbyMr. Painter did good work. Miss Funston pre-

sided at the organ andMr. H.H. Loughnan conducted.
LAYING THE FOUNDATION BTONE.

At three p.m. the ceremony of laying the foundationstone waiperformed by his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne,assisted byVery Rev. Dean Mahony andFather Aubry,S.M. Fiftyecclesiastic!wore present,and several thousand people surrounded theplatformand extended into and along Barbadoes street. The musio inoi-dental to the ceremony was rendered by a choir under the oon-ductorship of Mr. Loughnan. A handsome silver trowel waspresented to his Grace the Archbishopof Melbourne by Mr.G. T.White. Itbore the following inscription" 'Presented tohis Gracethe Most Rev. T Carr, D D , Archbißhop of Melbourne, on theoccasion of laying the foundation stoneof the Cathedral Church ofthe Most Blessed Sacrament. Christchurch, New Zealand, Sexa-ge«ima Sunday, February I<>. 1901. Right Key.J.J Grimeß, S.M.liinhop, (Jhristctiurch;F. I'etre, aichitect ; J. and W. Jamießoncontractors.'
Copies of the NZ Tablet,of the local papers, and currentcoins of the realm wereplaced in a casket under the stone, together

with a Latin inscription, of which the following is a translation:'To God, the Mo^t Good, the MostGreat. On Sexagesima SundayFebruary 10. 11*01. Leo XIII.being Pope; in the first year of the
reignof Edward VII.,King of Great Britain :Lord Ranfurly being
Governor af New Zealand and Mr. W. KeeceMayorof Chrißtchurch ;in the presence of the Most Rev. F. Redwood. S.M.Bishop ofWellington, the Right Rev. M. Verdo".Bishop of Dunedin, and ofmany of the clergy of New Zealand and a great concourse ofpeople,the Most Rev. T. J. Carr. Archbishop of Melbourne,at the
r< quest of the Right Rev.J. J. Grimt s, S.M..first Bishop of Christ-enanh blessed and laid this foundation stone of the cathedral
cLurch to be erected in honor of the Most Holy Sacramentof theAltar. Architect, Mr. F. Petre ; contractors, Messrs. J. and W.JaiiiK « n

'

When the stone had been well and truly laid, the Archbishopof Melbourne address, d the assemblage. He said that he feltgreatly honored at being permifed to lay the foundation stoneofthe Christchurch Cathedral, and only regretted that he was taking
theplace of the Cardinal Archbishopof Sydney. He felt that therecjuld be no more acceptable offering to God as a mark of theJubilee year of Canterbury than the offering they were making
that day. Inthe remarks he wished to address to them that cay
there were two considerations to be dealt with, (1) was the workacceptable to God;(2) would He enable them to carryout thewcrk which they had begun. There was,he thought, nodoubtat
to the acceptability of the work to God. They saw everywhereinNature what glorious temples God had erected in the world. Ifthey lookedat the^e minutely they wouldsee the power and glory
of God manifested. They read in the Scriptures that God hadgiven minute directions as to the building of the Temple, andthat expnss directions had been given as to the erectionof the most beautiful building which had ever been erected byhuman hands. Solomon's Temple was so beautiful and gorgeous
when completed that the priests could not minister in thesanc-
tuary. There certainly was, therefore, ample proof in Scripture
that the work they weredoing that day would be acceptabletoGod.Now,as to the second consideration. Let him tell them what had
been doneby their forefathers. Moatof thosepresent thin day wereIrish, some Englibh and some Scotch. Their forefathers in thoeecouutrits. itmust be remembered, were not placed in co favorablea pos tion as they in these days were, nor had scienoe and artadvanced as they had now. Yet they had seen that those who pre-
ceded themhad erected most wonderful, most glorious fanes to theglory of God. They stood to-day, whether in ruins or intact,vwonderful memorials of the faith of those whoerected them. TikeIreland for instance; what was moreeloquentof the faith in the
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f<JJU£ d?,t-ionBtoneof the ccafchedral. He also tharked the Archbishopof Wellington and the otherprelates who had come to assist in theceremony.

The function in the Pro-Cathedral concluded with Benedic-tion of the Blessed Sacrament.
THE PONTIFICAL lIA^.

On Sunday, at eleven o'clock, a Solemn PonHfical M»«s wa"celebrated in the Pro-Cathedral by the Ri»ht Rev Or Verdon-Bmliup of DuneJin. The Assistant Frit-si, wis Ut-v It. W. Clruij(Editor N.Z. Tahlet);Very Rev.Fa'her O I) >nnell. deacon ;Rev.Ml. AUmaue, nubdeaoon,V cry Rev.Father liowen, iir-t uiaMri oi
feremoniea ;Rev.Father McDonnell,second master of ceremonies.In the choir were the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Archbishop ofWellington, the Bishop of Christchurch. the Right Rev. Mgr.O'Reilly (Auckland);Right Rev. Mgr. Mackay (Oamaru) ; Very
Rev. Mgr. O'Leary (Lawrence); VeryRev.Dean Martin. S.M.,Vice-Provincial;Very Rev. Father Lewis, S.M., V.G. (Wellington) ;Very Rev. Dean Mahoney, S.M. (Nelson);Very Rev. 11.I 1. Smvth,KM. (Hastings);Very Rev. J. McNamara, S.M. (Napier);Very
Rev. Father Boyle, S.M. (Ashfield, Sydney, N.S W.) ; Very Rev
Father Henry, M.SH. (Sydney);Rev. J. Coffey(Dunedin) ;Rev P.Fay (Blenheim);Rev. Father Walsh;and th9following clergy of
the diocese of Christchurch :— Very Rev.T. Le Menantdes Chesnais,S.M., V.G. ; Very Rev.Dean Foley, SM.;Very Rev. L. M.Ginaty,S.M.;Rev.S. Dunham; Rev. R. Richards;Rev. W.Hyland;Rev.F.Price ;Rev. L. Fauvel, S.M.;Rev. S. Chastagnon;Rev J.Tub-
man, S.M.;Rev.P. Regnault, S M. ; Rev. P. Bogue ;Rev. D.O'Hal-
lohan ;Rev. W. King;Rev. D. Malone, S.M.;Rev F. Lfc PetitS.M.;Rev. J. Goggan, S.M.;Rev. D. Gallais, S.M.;Rev. I.AubryR.M.;Key. A. Galerne, S.M.;Rev. J. O'Connell, S.M :Rev. FCrotty :Rev. P. Cooney ;Rev. F. Hiirgins;Rev. L\ E. Kimbell
S.M.; Rev. Father Leen ; Rev. Father Kerley,S.M.

THE SERMOX
waspreachedby his Grace the Archbishopof Wellington, who tookfor his text St. John i. 14:

"
And the Word was made flesh, anddwelt among us. . . full of graceand truth,'sayingthat in these

words was revealed theknowledgeof the greatest truth regardingthe whole system of Christianity, the truth of the Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. The inspired Evangelist had written that the Word
wa-iGod. Christ had twonatures,a human and Divine nature, andin this was the great relevation of the fundamental truths ofhumanity. Truth andDivine love were the greatest gifts btstowed
upon man. The Lord Je&us had walkid the earth as a speakeroftruth, and He had made known to man the gre-xt supernaturaltruth, coming not to teach scientific or political truth, but super-
natural and Divine truth, necessary to man to work out his ownsalvation, and to prepare himself ior h's divine de-tiny.Jesus hadsent His Apostles to teach truth, mjing. a.-, the Farh.r
sent Me,Ialto Fend you,' and these Apostles wetp to iorm a mysticbody of Christ, to whom all power in heaven and eanh was given.Men were only human beings without grace. The required grace
and strength of will to fulfil thf commandment* laid upon them bythe Incarnate (rod.and they could not -o fulfil \uih their unaidedfaculties, but the Lord Jesus Christ m his admirable jiid sacred lifehad established a system whereby

Manmight obtain Grace and Strength.
First wasprayer,and secondly, thatmysterious system of the sevenSacraments which Christ had established for His. Church, withpower toadminister until the end of time The firstSacrament wasBaptism, andas in the natural life man netded first to be born, soby
the Sacrament of Baptism he was born luto the supernatural life.Man nquired to grow upand be strengthened in hw natural body!
and required the same in the spiritual bo.iy. That strengthening
was supplied by the Sacrament of Continuation. In the naturallife food to give strength wa3 required; this whs neces-aty in the
supernaturallife,and was supplied by the Sacrament of ttie HolyEucharist. That food supernatural was the bubhme Person ifJesus Christ,and the foodon which the Divine Shepherd »eri hi-t
flocit being His own glorified body undtr the appearance of bread
and wine. Ifthenatural body was stricken by a disease it rqand
a remedy, and as the supernatural diaih of the soul was sin, thesupernatural body found its remedy in the Sacrament of Penance,
Itwasrequisite that there should be a ministry of priests to conferthe sacraments, and this was provided ia the Sacrament of HolyOrders. Then it wannecessary that the raw material, as it might
be called, the natural body, should be preserved, and this wasprovided for in the Sacrament of Matrimony. Ithad been raised tothe dignity of a sacrament and conferred upon man to enable him
to bring up a family in the love of God. In the natural htestrengthwas required in the last hour when the soul was passing away,and
as the soul required strengthening n»ainnt temptations the i>aura-
ment of Extreme Unction was administered. This could all beapplied to the ceremony of laying the foundation-stone, for thebuilding of a church was the means established for the carryingout of the Divineprogramme. Itwill bo in that chun-h (*aid his
Grace) that you will hear againandagain the system of the

Revealed Truth of Jesus Christ.
Itis there that your children will come to be laved in the sacredwaters of Baptism, to become members of his fold and cifiz.us ofhis Eternal Kingdom. Itis here you will come over aisd ov>r atrainto wash awayyour sins, to prepare joirselves to kneel at the Holy
Table and partake of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, it ishere the young will come to join their hanHs and their hearts forever, to sanctify in them the verysource or human life, the sacra-
ment of Matrimony. Itis there also from which the oils will go toanoint the ministers, to ordain the priesN, and the various other
degrees of dignity in the new church. And po you have, inthefact of laying the foundation stone of a church, a great thing foryou to paitake of the two greatest manifestationsof Jesus Christ,
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