
AN IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY.

(From ourown correspondent.)
LastSunday will long be remembered as one of the most remark-able days in the history of Chrißtchurch. On that day. amidsbsolemn ceremonies and every evidenoe of popular rejoicirp, was
laid the foundation stone of the greatnew Cathedral, whih willenduretoagesas themonumentof theepiscopacy ofthe first CatholicBishop of Christohurch. In every respect thememorable functionof last Sunday wasasignal success— in thenumber of distinguished
prelates and of the clergy who were gathered together from allparts of New Zealand and from Australia to take part in thesolemnities of the occasion;in thehigh level of eloquencereachedby those who "

divided the word';in the great concourse of thelaity who filled the Pro-Cathedral at Pontifical High Mass andVeapere,and who in the afternoon filled thebroad space on whichthenewTemple is torise inits symmetry and majesty ;and in the
sheer earnestness, and even enthusiasm, for theprosecution of the
good workwhioh found a highly practicaland tangible expressionin the munifloent donations that were placed on the foundation
■tone.

The site of thenew Cathedral,the avenue leading fromBarba-does street to the Bishop's House, and the passage thence to thePro-Cathedralwere elaboratelydecorated,and made a festive scenebright with many arches, flags, long festoons of evergreens andcolored drapery,flowers, Chinese lanterns, mottoes of welcome, etc.ThePro-Cathedralwasalsohandsomely decoratedwithbanners ever-greens, andsuitablehangings of varioushues.
THE RECEPTION.

Great and general regret was expressed at the fact thathiaEminence the Cardinal-Archbishop of Sydney was unable, owing to
his dutiesatBathurst and the pressure of nrgent diocesancares,
to lay the foundation stone of the new Cathedral, as he h&dintended, on last Sunday. His place was, however, admirably filledby another learned and distinguished prelate, the Moat Rev. Dr.Carr, Arohbishopof Melbourne. His Grace, accompanied by Most
Rev. Dr. Redwood (Archbishop of Wellington), Right Rev. Dr.Verdon(Bishop of Dunedin), Right.Rev. MoneigDor O'Reilly (rep-
resenting the Right Rev. Dr.Lenihan,Bishopof Auckland), Mon-signor O'Leary (Lawrence), andseveral other clergy, arrived fromWellington via the West Coast at 6.30 on Saturday evening. At6.15 p.m. a long procession set out from the episcopal repidence to
meet the distinguished visitors. It was headed by the StanmoreBrass Band and followed by the various Catholic Societies andmembers of the Church, and the carriagesof the Jiishon of Cbrist-church and clergy. The procession proceeded to the railwaystation, and upon the arrivalof the train the visitors wereheartily
welcomed by Bishop Grimes, and theprocession then proceeded tothe presbytery. The members of the Hibernian A.C.B.Society
formed a guardof honor at thestation, and after a short intervaltheprocessionwasreformedandproceededby wayofBarbadoes streetand Ferry road to the episcopal residence. After robing the distin-
guished ecclesiastics went along with the clergy in procession tothePro-Cathedral, when the followingaddress of welcome from theclergyand laity wasreadbyMr.E.O'Connor, and handedto Arch-
bishop Carr:

—
ADDRESS.

ToHisGrace theMost Rev.Thomas Joseph Carr,D.D., Archbishopof Melbourne.
We, the clergy and laity of the diocese of Christchurch, desiretoexpress our sincere gratitude to your Grace, to Archbishop Red-wood,and to the other illustrious prelates and clergy, by whosepresence we are honored on this solemn occasion of laying the

foundationBtoneof ournew Cathedral, and we fully appreciate the
great personalsacrifice and risks entailedinundertaking the weari-some journey toour shores. Through your Grace we beg toofferourown beloved Bishop most hearty congratulations on the in-augurationof the work of erecting to the greater honor andglory
of God such a noble pile as the new Cathedral will prove to be.The incessant labors of his. Lordship during thepast few years in
raising funds for the object so dear to his hearthave evoked our
warmestadmiration,anddeserved our earnest thanks andconstantprayers. The magnificent result of the efforts made by your Gracein completing the grand Cathedral of St. Patrick in your ownarchiepisoopal city, an enduring memorial of your zeal, activity
and devotedness to our holy Faith;the multiplication of educa-
tional and charitable institutions, and introduction of numerousreligious Orders into the archdioceseof Melbourne;your fearlessadvocacy of, anddiligent watchfulness over Catholic interests areall objects of ardent rejoicing and our heartiest congratulations.
Inthe worldof letters theprofound wisdom anddeep learning, the
faoileand inexhaustiblegenius exhibitedin your writingshave, in
the Australasianstates, aswell as in New Zealand,elicited univer-
sal oommendation. We arecognizant aIBO of how much therecentremarkably successfulCatholic Catholic Congressheldin Sydney isindebted to the efforts and assistance of your Grace and your
diocesans. We earnestlyhopeand pray thatyoumaysucoeed inallyourprojects,andbe long sparedto further extend the influence of
our holy Faithand to assists in the vindication of truth andright
inall things. We trust that the visit of your Grace andof the
other distinguished prelates and ecclesiastics, who have accom-paniedyou to our city, may be a pleasantone, and we hope at no

distant date to again welcome youall to Ohristchuroh on the occa-sion of the completionof the great work now so auspiciously com-menced.
Signed onbehalfof the clergy and laity—

Th. Lk Mknant PBg Chesnais,S.M., V.G.
H.C.Bowbes.
M. T.Marnane,S.M.
GbObUik. Ci.IKFOED.
M.Donnelly.
E. O'Connob.

The address was in album form, beautifullybound inleather.On the front page there was a perspective view of the new cathe-dral, the address proper oommenoing on the second page andcon-tinuing on the third. The first sheetof the address consisted of anecclesiastical tablet, the several borders of which were in cream,blue, andpink respectively, withenrichmentsof goldornamentation.
Thecentre,portionof thetablethada semi-circularhead,the cornersbeingenriched with symbolic designs. The heading of the addresswas worked on a pale-blue ground in old English letters withmedieval capitals,the textsbeing in oldEnglish lettering withgold
capitals, all being artistically executed. On the last sheet wasawell-drawn representation of the Archbishop's crest. The address
waspreparedby MrA.H.Hart,of Christchurch, and thebindingwa*doneby thePrrst Company.

His Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne,in reply,said that hedid not know what he had done that he should have been the
recipientof so much honor, which he thought should have been
given to the illustrious metropolitanof the province

—
the Arch-bishopof Wellington. He felt deep regret that his Eminence theCardinal had not been able tocarryout the wish of his heart to bewith them that evening, and also on the occasion of the solemnblessing and laying of the foundation stone of the new Cathedral

on the following day. He desired to congratulate his Lordship
BishopGrimes and the clergy and peopleof the dioceseonentering
upon their great and noble work. He himself had had some
experienceof the amonnt of work and laborinvolved in thebuild-ing of a Cathedral,and judging from this hehad nodoubt that thebeautiful Cathedral of Christchurch would rise completed veryquickly, to the glory of God and the beautifyingof the city. It
would be a memorial not only to the piety and self-sacrifice of theCatholics of Christchurch, butalso a glory toall thepeople. Whenthe work of building St. Patrick's,Melbourne,was begun in 1867thepopulationof Melbourne wasnot equalto thatof Christchuroh
atpresent. Itmight be anambitious project tobuildsuch amagni-
ficent Cathedral here, buthe feltsure that the work they intendedtocommence to-morrow wouldprogress successfully to its comple-tion, and that it would be built in the same spirit which hadanimated thepeople of Melbourne in building St. Patrick's. Hehadseen theplansof the propoaed Cathedralhere, and they wereworthyof the Catholic faith and the piety of any people in theworld. He congratulated once more his Lordship BishopGrimes,
tlie clergy, and the people on the work which they had set their
hands to. The address referred to the inconvenience that hehadbten put to incoming to New Ztaland. Hemight say that any in-
conveniencethat he mighthave suffered was more than amply re-paid by what he had seen during his visit. Last Sunday he, with
other visiting prelates,had officiated at the dedicationof thebeau-
tiful basilica as Wellington, which was intended to be used as aparishchurch :the foundation stoneof theCathedralbeingshortly
tobe laid. This was inspiriting, as showing that theCatholic faith
was growing and increasing in New Zealand. Then, also, their
Bishop intended laying the foundationstone of hisCathedralon thenext day. When they founda people devoting their energies in
building places for God's worship,religious education, or charitableworks, they weregiving the best proof that mencould giveof theirsincerity and love of their faith. With the prelates who hadaccompanied him he had travelled through their noble country.
He had seen scenery in Switzerland and throughout the HomeCountry, and wherenot only the beauty and grandeur bat theex-
tent with which natural sceneryhad been lavishedonNew Zealandhe hadnever peen anything like it in the world. He had been
delight d to come, and his only regret was that hisEminence theCardinal wasnot occupying the positionhe waß that evening, andalso in the ceremonyon the next day,and also that themetropoli-
tanof the province,the Archbiehop of Wellington, had not taken
theposition. He (the Archbishop)had experiencedso much kind-
ness and that brotherly feeling which bound together thepeopleof
the Catholic Church, and he must indeedbe cold if hedidnot ap-preciate the many joyous events which had been brought beforehim since he hadcome toNew Zealand. In conclusion,he trustedthaton the foundation which would be laid to-morrow there wouldrise the outline of aglorious building which, when they saw, they
would not only see its material beauty, but also the spiritualgood
done. He feltmost emphatically that theBishopof thediocesenot
only did the right thing when he conceived the proposal to buildthe Cathedral,buthe haddone that whioh God would bless abun-dantly. In the future he felt sure the people would say of theBishop,'Godbless him, andGod reward him for having conceivedsonoble a work.'

ArchbishopRedwood also expressedhis pleasure atbeing pre-sent, and thanked the people for their kindreception. The peopleof Christohurch had been famous for the hearty receptions they
alwaysaccorded toCatholic prelates,and on behalf of himselfandhis fellow-visitors he expressedhis appreciation of the good will.They wereallpleasedto be there toassist in the work oflaying thefoundationstone of the noble Cathedral whiohwasnow to be com-
menced.

BishopGrimesthanked theArchbishopofMelbourneforcoming
allthe way fromAustralia torepresent theCardinal,whohad writtenexpressing his great regret at being unable to attendand lay the
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