
was foundedon the principle of private judgment in the interpre-tation of Scripture, whereas in the Catholic Church the interpre-tationof Scripture has to be derivednot from private judgment butfrom the authority of the Church, that is practically from thelawfulpastors of the children. Hence combined religious instruc-tion in the State schools can neverbe acceptable toCatholics, for ifsuch instruction deserves the name of being religious it would beopposedto theCatholic principleof authority,and if itis not really
religious then, whilepractically useless in regard to the children, itwouH «Hll nffnrri the. teachers the opportunity, if they so desired,
of insinuating by wordor by action their ownpeculiar belief or their
own wilt of belief in trip inspiration of the Scriptures. What was
aimed at was ron-dogmatic religious instruction, but, as Cardinal
Manning once expressedit. "Religious instruction without dogma
is like a house without foundation or a triangle withouta base,"
and as the differentdenominations disagree in regard to dogmatic
truth there can be no profitable or safe system of united religious
instruction in the State schools.'

A further consideration in point may be added that thosewho recognise the principle that religious instruction may begivenby the State thereby abdicate one of the primary duties at-tached toa church. Ifthe right ofthe State to impart religious
instruction of one particularkind be recognised at the present timethere will be nothing toprevent the State undertaking to give reli-
gious instruction of quite a different kind in the future. 3?his is
unfortunately whatis occuring in more thanoneof the Continental
countries of Europeat the present time.'

Asked what became ofthe scheme in Victoria,ArchbishopCarr
said the Scripture lessons drawn up by the Royal Commission
were submitted to Parliament witha view of authorising a refer-
endum to be taken on the subject of introducing them into theVictorianState schools. The scheme was thrown out by the UpperHouse, and therefore no suchreferendum will be taken inVictoria,
not for the present at all events. \

NEW ZEALAND : GENERAL.
The Right Hon. thePremier has receivedan intimation from

the Agent-Generalthat theDuke andDuchess of Cornwall will visitthe colonies as originally decidedupon.
Op the14 witnesses examined in Invercargillby the FederationCommission four expressed themselves in favor of New Zealand

joining the lAustralian Commonwealth, four iwere against, andsix
werenon-committal.

Nearly £900 haR been promisedin Wellington for the proposedstatue toher late Majesty Queen Victoria. The Governor is reportedto be disappointedat the manner in which the citizens are respond-ing to the appeal for funds.
Mk.H. McShekky (president) occupied the chair at the lastmeeting of the Ashburton Catholic Literary when there

was a fair attendance of members. The programme fur the evening
consisted of 'A night with the poets,' aud was the meansof pro-viding an entertainment of an interesting and instructsccharacter. ,

The Premier states that the Australian colonies arenot giving
effect to their threat todetain under-stainped—

ic. permy— lettersfrom New Zealand. They nre delivering the letters, but chargingdouble deficient postage. He has reason to believe that they willshortly cease doing that. He is sure that the feeling in Australiagenerally is in favor of penny postage. Victoria, indeed, willinstitute thepenny postage system on the UKt March.
Mit Lawrhnci: Milmok, who died at New Plymouth a fewdays ago,gained distinction during the Maori wars in" the defence ofthe pah at Turu-turu-mokai. He settled at Hawera, and hadresided there until removing,in bad health, to New Plymouth sometime ago. He was of a \ery charitable nature, and had a large

circle of friends. The deceased wasa nativeof the Westof Ireland,which he visited some five years ago.— R.I.P.
The Right Hon. Mr. Seddon and Mrs. Seddon, with Miss MaySeddon and Messrs. Hamer and Andrews private secretaries have

returned to New Zealand from Australia, where they had' beenattending the Commonwealth celebrations. Mr.Seddonsaid he had
a splendid time of it,and that the New Zealanders were received
withmarked attentionin Sydney.

Sir Westby Pkrce\al, Lady Perceval, and their son anddaughter arrivei in Auckland last week from England, havingcome out viaSydney. Sir Westby states that he is on a visit tothe Colony,and that he has no present intention of making huhome in New Zealand. He will vimt the Lake district, probablycontinuinghis journey anddoing Wanganui River, thence throughthe southern parts of the Colony. He is chairman of the Consoli-
dated Goldfields New Zealand properties on the West Coast, a
director of the Crown Mines Company, and chairman of the NewZealand and RiverPlate Land Mortgage Company, having variouspropertiesin Auckland. He intends to visit the Waihi mine beforeleaving.

OBITUARY.*
AIR. JOHN DELAHUNT, KOLLESTON.

On Sunday evening, the 3rd inst., there parsed away at thehospital here (writes our Chmtohurch correspondent) Mr. JohnDelahunt, late ofRolleston. Prior to going to Rolleston Mr. Dela-hunt was for many yearsa resident of Pap?,nui, where he took a
verykeeninterest inchurch affairs, beingalways to the fore in anymatter to promote its interests and welfare. He was greatly es-
teemedby a largecircle of friends for his kindness and liberality,
ashe was atall times ready to give assistance to anyperson who

stood inneedof such. His funeral took placeon Wednesday, whena Reqnxem Mass wassaid atSt. Mary'sby theRev. FatherMarnane,whoalso officiatedat the grave.
—

R.I.P,
MB. DANIEL MAHONY, WELLINGTON.

Itis with sinoereregret that we record the death of Mr DanielMahony, Vogeltown, near Wellington, who died suddenly at hi*residence onTuesday morning,February 5,the causeof death beingheart failure. For the past twenty-six years— in fact, ever sinoehis arrival in the Colony— he had been closely associated withparo-
olnal worke,auil was a well-known figure to the Catholic* of Te
Aro. Besidesgiving his own untiring care to the Church, he alsonave, freejy aud joyously,hia twoBons— Rev.S.Mahony,St.Patrick*College, Wellington, and Rev.G. Mahony,Nelson— to theservioe ofGod in thepriesthood. Immediatelyhis sad demise became known
expressions of sympathy came from all parts of the Colony. HiaGrace Archbishop Redwood and his Lordship Bishop Grimes wereamongst those whosent telegrams ofcondolence. As many of thepriests had not left Wellington after the ceremonies inconnection
with the opening of the Basilica of the Sacred Heart,a Solemn
Requiem Mass was offered uponWednesday morning, the twosonsof the deceased being celebrant and deacon respectively. All theclergy—

local and visiting
—

including Monsignors Mackay andO'Reilly, werepresent. Many cameduring the afternoonand even-ing to pay their last respects to one whom they had knownbo well
during life. The funeral took place onThursday afternoon. Theburial service both in the church andat the grave was conductedby
the Rev. 8. Mahony,assisted by his brother, Rev. Father O'Shea,
anda number of clergy. Notwithstanding the inclemency of theweather the funeral cortege was a representative one,showing the
respect in which the deceased was held. On the remains being re-
moved from the church the DeadMarch in

'
Saul

'
was played by

Miss McDonald.— R.l.P.

A PUSHING FIRM.
*

Messrs. DWAN BROS.,
HOTEL BROKERS, VALUERS, AND FINANCIERS,

WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON.

Messrs Dwan Bbos. are the chief hotel brokers, etc.,inNew Zea-land,holding that position for many reasons. Originally associatedwith their father, Mr. Thos. Dwan, sen., auctioneer, etc., thebrothers, Messrs T. H. and L. Dwan, founded in 1880 the above-named businebh, which has grown enormously. Under the able
tuition of their fa her they gained invaluable experience,and the
prosperity of the firm is emphatic proof that they have demon-strated more than ordinary ability and study during their career.The offices of Messrs Dwan Bros,are situated in Willis street,Wel-lington, and there at one time and another a lot of business con-
nected with New Zealand hotels has been transacted. Ea§h branchof their business dovetails into the other, and the firm donot gobeyond it in any particular, neither being agents nor finanoiew
except in relation to thehotel trade. All their time is thereforede-voted to their speciality,and in this they haveanexpertknowledge
which is frequently taken advantage of. There is hardly ahotel in Wellington that has not gone though theirhands, while they do business in this branch throughout theColony, having been brokers for hotels from Auckland toInvercar-gill. tiome idea of thesize of this branch can he gained when it iaBtated that they frequently manage the sale of 20 hotelsa month,their principal connection being in the Wellington, HawkesBay,
and Taranaki provincial districts. It is justly said of Messrs.Dwan Bros, that they neverfail to carry through a transaction thatthey undertake, and that their name never appears as suing for acommission. What with their close relations with the trade andintimateknowledge of it,tosay nothing of thecash at their backs,
they areable to bring a sale off where others fail. For instanoe,
should a client wanting to take over a hotel not have sufficientfunds for thepurpose, Messrs. Dwan Bros, can arrange the matter
successfully when others fail, in this regard frequently satingas financiers. They arenot only hotelbrokers,but are hotelowners,
havinghotel freeholds as far southas Invercargill,and evenon theWest Coast oneof their main linesis hotelvaluing, a departmentinwhich they canpose as experts with authority. Thus only a fort-night ago Mr. T. Dwan was engaged by the Government as anexpert valuer tosit on a case at Nelson to decide uponthe questionwhether or not the agent of the Public Trußt Officehadmade amistake and sold a hotel there under its real value. He wasasso-ciated in the case withMr. Poynton, thePublicTrustee. The firmarecalled upon to value hotels in remote plaoes. The success ofMessrs. Dwan Bros,has beencommensuratewith their specialknow-ledge. Besides being decidedly the biggest peoplein their line inthe Colony, they are owners of considerable house property inWellington, having a large army of tenants of their own in thecity. For push, persistency, andexpert knowledge they are not tobe surpassed.

—
New Zealand Times, December 29, 1900. *%

The Provincial Ecclesiastical Seminary, Holy Croaa College,Mosgiel,re-opens on Friday next. The Seminary has been estab-
lished for the education of students from allparts of New Zealand
who wish todevote themselves to the priesthood. The prospectusappears elsewhere in this issue.

— ***
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