
Current Topics. the origin of the legend which has so long associated thedhudeen or short pipe, with the hatband of the
'boy'fromhe LmeraldIsle We frankly confess our inability to accountfor the legend. Outsideof stageland and the realm of carica-ture the combination seems to be about as unknown as thegreen stockings and the crownless 'caubeen

'
of the ♥Irishmanin costume, and his fearful and wonderful 'brogue,' whichhas neverbeen a spoken tongue on any part of mother earthrom Chiua to Peru. Fewpersons are better acquainted withthe various types of Irishman from Antrim to CapeClearandvTmvm

v ,»Lm £ Aran of the Saints than the wellknown writerMichaelMacDonagh. Andin his IrishLife and Characterhesays of them:
'
Inever yetmet a countryman who, even inhismost frolicsome moments, carried his pipe in the band ofhis

We rather suspect that the custom— if, indeed, it everwas a custom in any corner of the earth—of making the hata pipe-holder came originally, like saver-kraut and pock-marked philosophy,fromGermany. Heine, for instance, tellsus of the great scholar and critic, Boxhornius, who died atLeyden in 1653— 10ng before the 'little tube of mighty power'came into common use in Ireland— that 'in smokinghe worea hat with a broad brim, in the forehead of whichhe had ahole, through which the pipe was stuck, thatitmight nothinderhis studies. The great Anglican Bishop Burnet (1643-171.:)adopteda somewhatsimilar plan. Like the lateMr. Spureeonhe 'smoked to theglory of God
'

and let his critics rave Themanufactured"
great plant'inuse inBurnet's day wasa full-bodied variety like the negro-head of a later time, which,according to Dickens, was powerful enough to 'quell anelephant insix whiffs.' But Bishop Burnet sucked awaycon-tentedly at the venemousstuff hour after hour as he turned outthe manuscript of his histories and of the other voluminousworks that came from his pen. A biographer writes of him

-
In order to combinethe two operations(of writing andsmok-ing) with perfect comfort to himself, he would bore a holethrough the broadbrimof his largehat, and,putting thestemof his longpipe through it,puff and write, and writeandpuff

with learnedgravity.' r
* - *

In his Fitthoodle Papers Thackeray makes a passingreference to the partnershipbetween pipe and hat at the closeot the following remarks on the universality of the smokinehabit in his day :
'
Look over the world and see that youradversary [tobacco]has overcomeit. Germany hasbeenpuff-

ing or three scoreyears. France smokes toa man. Do you
think youcan keep the enemy out of England? Pshaw! Lookat his progress. Ask the club-houses. I,for my part" donotdespair to see a bishop lollingout of the Athenaeum with acheeroot in his mouth, or, at any rate, a pipe stuck in his

The Otago Daily Times of February 6 pub-
lishes the substance of astatement made to
the Balclutha Free Press by a returnedtrooper to theeffect that during the fierce big-littlestruggle jnSouth Afrjca '

there were times when the .class of warfarewaged was somewhatbarbarous. Prisoners werenot desired
'

said the returned warrior, 'and consequently the men wereorderednot tohamper themselves with themunless a departurefrom thatcourse wouldinvolve cold-bloodedslaughter.' Thereis an ugly look about this 'barbarous'order that is strongly
suggestiveof a proclamation of 'no quarter.' Such an ofder
is contraryto the spirit, if not to the letter, of the DeclarationofSt. Petersburg, which was formulated and published as farback as^ 1818, and which prohibited proclamations of 'noquarter,' as wellas the useof poisoned weapons and explosivebullets. We thought we had, in the matter of humanity, sttup a barrier as high as Mount Cook between modern warfarewith civilised peoples and the conditions that prevailed whenGeneral Monk captured Dundee, when the Butish stormedBadajos and San Sebastian, and uhen, in ISO2, the Serviantroops raised such a red pandemonium in the streets ofBelgrade. War at its best and briefest is a hideousgameWhenjt is long drawn out, thebrute within the fightingmanfrequently breaks through conventions, as his elbows andknees do through his army clothes. The later events of thiswretchedcampaign, as reported in the columns of the secularPress, go far to show that international legislation is evenyetscarcelya sufficiently strongand active living force to restraincombatants from the grosser forms of violence whichaddsomany a bitter drop to the full cup cf the horrors of modernwarfare.

The Franco-German war began with a relatively high
spirit of chivalry onboth sides. But it soon led to the not in-frequent shooting or hanging of prisoners by the irregularFranc-tireurs, andof unoffending peasants by the Germans "
andits atrocities culminatedin the fearful blood-orgie of the
enraged human animals in military uniform who shot andburnednon-combatantsof both sexes in the streetsand housesof Bazeilles. Thus far many a savage incident has spotted aswitha. leprosyalmost every campaignof what is termed 'civi-
lised warfare. Much has beendone by internationalcodes inthe direction of humanising the armed conflicts of peoples.But much yet remains to be done— for instance, to compelmore civilisedwarfare against barbarian peoples; to preventthe bombardment of seaports for requisitions; and to prohibit
the wanton burning of farm-houses and villages,such as theGermans were guiltyof in their campaignin trance in 1870,the British and American blue-jackets in Samoa in 1898, and'theBritish forces in South Africaduring thepresent war.

NextSt. Patrick'sday willprobablywitness,
at sundry so-called " national

'
concertsthrough this afflicted land, the antics, howls,

jumps, and epileptic spasms of the usual
stage Irishman. We are reminded of theannual resurrection of this strange freak by the query of acorrespondent froma northernmining town who wants toknow

The late Queen was one of the many who,on coming to Ireland, were disillusioned ofthe idea that the natives of the Green Islewere uncouth-looking barbarians with apish
i v r

fa"s, pugnoses,and ear-to-earmouths—thesepulchres of untold hogsheads of whiskey'—and that themen had a wild whirroo ever on theirlips, knobby shillelahs in
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