Thursday, Febrnary 14, 1901.)

NEW ZEALAND TABLET, 19

Waldegrave 87, (pass) Isabel Oliver 73, Intermediate: Piano
(honors)—Annie Jack 80, (pass) Florenoe Q'Conner 78. Junior :
Piano (bonors)—Eveline Rawling 86, Preparatory : Piano (honors)
—Annie Follas 100, Misaes Oliver and Scanlon were recommended
for the higher exsmination of Diploms of Associate in music by
the examiner,

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND,

(Frow oLl owu corrcapondent.)
February 7.

‘[he Sisters of Mercy, Auckiand, have contrbuted £1 1s and
the Sisters of 51, Joseph £1 to the Btoke Defence Fund,

The Ancklard section of the Hibernian Society's delegates to the
ﬁD;ltl;adin meating leaves next week. The party will muster fully

en,

Rev. Father O'Connor, of (isborne, celebrated Mass at the
cathedral lust Sunday. He left for Botorua on Tuesday, where he
stays for some time for the benefit of his health.

The Catholic schools under the Histere of Mercy, Sisters of St.
Joseph, and the Marist Brothers opened, after the long vacation,
last Monday. The day was miserably wet, which no doubt mater-
inlly affected the attendance.-

The local branch of the Irish National Federation, by yester-
day’s ontgoing San Francisco mail,sent throngh Mr. John Dillon,
M.P,, to the treasurers of the Irizh Parliamentary Fund, the sum of
£30, It is intended by the branch to organiee during the
coming winter months an entertainment in aid of the Irish Parlia-
mentary Fund.,

Mr. Michael Davitt, writing to your Auckland correspondent
from Dalkey under date December 27, iater aliz pays : * We are
commencing the new century s united peopls, with a national
organigation and a compact party, and for this most hopeful change
and the promiring prospect which it kolds out to the country we
have to thank William (FBrien more than any other living man.
John Dillon has worked nobly for this end too, in resigning hia
position o a8 to promote union, and he has his reward in knowing
that there could have been no puch unity as now existz were it not
for his apirit of self-sacrifice. The Convention was a great success,
apd its influence for good and for the promotion of national discip-
line was seen in the fortunate ending of the promised trouble in
North Monaghan., 1 bope soon to begin the publication of my book,
The Boer Story of the War, The story about my alleged denuncia-
tion of the Boers has had & world-wide circulation, but the truth
catches up with fabrication in the end. It was all a piece of very
dishonest Unionist propaganda, and the author has recently ex-
hibited his true character to the public.’

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

>

A very fine programme of sports has beenm prepared for the
annaul picnic of the children of the Catholic schools, which takes
place at Outram to-day. The committee, who have had the affair
in haud, have left nothing uwndone to secure the success of the
puting,

A retreat for the women of the parish will be opened in St,
Joseph's Cathedral on Sunday evening. The retreat will be con-
duoted by the Very Rev. Father Boyle, and the opening sermon will
be preached by his Grace the Archbishop of Wellington.

On Sunday next, February 17, the feundation stone of the new
Convent of Mercy, South Dunedin, will be laid to the accompani-
ment of sclemn and appropriate ceremonies. The Pountifical High
Mass will be celebrated at 10.30 by the Right Fev, Dr. Girimes,
8.M., Bishop of Christehureh, after which the foundation stone will
be laid by his Grace the Archbishop of Wellington, The preacher
for the occassion will be his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne,
and we trust that Danedin Catholics will avail themselves fully of
the opportunity of seeing and hearing thie learned and distingni-hed
ec lesiastic  Other arrangements in connecticn with the celebration
ars notified in our advertising columns, The old weather-board
co tage which has done service for a convent has long been painfully
inadequate for the needs of the growinp community, and the erec-
tion of » new and commodious building is imperatively neceesary
in the interests both of the health and reasonable comfort of the
Siaters.

TlLe Most Rev. Dr. Carr {Archbishop of Melbourne), the Most
Rer. Dr, Redwood (Archbishop of Wellington), the Right Rev. Dr.
Grimes (Bishop of Christcharch), the Right Rev, Dr. Verdon
(Bishop of Duuedin), the Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly (duckland),
accornpanied by s number of clergy, arrived in Dunedin from
Christchurch on Wednesday evening. They were met at the Failway
station by the Rev. Father Murphy, Adm. Bt. Joseph's Cathedral,
the local clergy, and a large gathering of the Cathalic laity, A pro.
cession, composed of the various confraternities of the cathedral
parish, pupils of the Christian Brothers’ school. a band, the Hiber-
nian Society, the Catholic laity, with the prelates and clergy in
carrigges, then proceeded by the way of Princes street and Stnart
street to the Cathedral. Here addresses of welcome were presented
to his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, his Grace the Archbishop
of Wellington, his Lordship the Bichop of Chrictchurch, and the
Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly (representing the Bishop of Auckland,
The addresses were read by Mr, J. B, Callan. A full report of the
reception will appear in our next issne,

TIMARTU.

(From our own correspondent),

Harveati_ng has commenced throughont the district and will
be in full swing in another week from now,

The Rev, Fathers Tobman and Aubry have been absent during
the week at Christchureh, attending the retreat held for the clergy
of the diocese,

Madame McShane, recently arrived from Sydney, iz assisting
Madame Cooke in the Girls’ Parochial School. Madame McShane is
a native of Geraldine,

Brother George of the Marist Brothers ia tn be complimented
on two of his pupils securing a St. Patrick's College Scholarship
each in the recent competitive examination held throughout the
Catholie srhonla nf the ﬂn]nny

At the ueual fornightly meeting of the Hibernian Society, held
on Thursday Tast, it wae decided to send two delegatos, Measra M
F, Dennehy and P. Kane to represent the branch at the annual
meeting to be held at Dunedin., The proximity of the place of
mesting and the concession in fares enable the branch to send itas
full complement of delegates.

The St. Patrick’'s Day Sports’ Association held their annuaal
meeting on Wednesday last when the balance sheet and report for
the past year were presented and adopted, The balance gheet
showed that £30 was handed over to the Patriotic funds, as & result
of last year's meeting and a small halance brought
forward to this year, The following officers were elected :—
President, Mr, H, Geaney; vice-presidents, Rev, Father Tubman,
his Worship the Mayor, Messrs, Mahoney, Mullin, Burns, J, J.
Grandi, E. Hall, P. Reilly, W, Annetts, I. Reilly, M, 0'Meeghan ;
treasurer, Mr, John O'Rorke; secretary, Mr. M. F. Dennehy.
At nn adjourned meeting a programme was sabmitted comprising
running, jumping, cycling events, ete., the prizes for which total
abont £70, The necessary committees, judges, etc., were appointed,
and judging frum enthusinem of those present there is little
doubt but that St, Patrick's Day will be fittingly celebrated in
Timaru,

MARIST BROTHERY FUND.

-

We have received and duly forwarded to the hon. secretary, the
Rev, Father O'Shea, Wellington, the sum of £1 13 ou behal? of the
Marist Brothers’ Indemnity Fand, from Mra. W. A, Shain, Dunedin,

PROPOSED SCRIPTURE LESSONS IN THE
VICTORIAN STATE SCIHOOLY,

&
&

INTERVIEW WITH THE ARCHBISIIOP OF MELBOURNE,

(By telegraph, from our Christchurch correspendent.)

THE following report of an interview with his Grace the Archbishop
of Melbourne appears in Christchurch 7ruth of Wednesday :—

Some time ago a Royal Commission on religious instruction in
the State echools was appointed in Vietoria,  This Commission,
it appears, compiled a book eonsisting of passages of Borip-
ture, supplied them with headings, and very brief explanatory
notea, and submitted them as lessons for the various grades in the
State schools, 8o much our cables informed us, They further
stated that the whaole proposal was objected to by Archbishop Carr
and all his Suffravan Bishops and the Roman Catholic clergy, but
gave no further deiails or reasons for their attitude. It was to
obtiin these latter that a representative of 7rufk called at the
Catholic presbytery and was courteou-ly geanted an interview by
Archbishop Carr, who i3 now visiting Christchiurch.

The Commission in question, his Grace siated, was to con-
sist of the heads of all the different denominations, and ity
obhject was to draw up a course of Scripture lessons, hymns, an
nrayers, which might be read or sung in the Staute schools o
Victoria daily.

* The Roman Catholic Bishops of Vietoria were asked to join
the Commiseion,’ continued the Archbishop, ‘ but they refused to da
so because they do not believe that it is possible to draw up any
snjtable scheme for combined religions 1nstruction, Whatever
could be propesed towards that end would be acceptable to all only
by eliminating what would be valuable in such course of instrue-
tion. If genuine religioua instruction is aimed at it must he based
on a doctrinal foundation and there is no doctrinal foundation held
in comimon by the varions relgious denominations, aud therefore it
is little better than a farce to ppeak of such a scheme as one supply-
ing religious instructions for the children of the State rohools.
Some person had bluntly described such a scheme as * one thag
wounld only represent the residunm of all the hercsies,” therefore
even from a non-Catholic point of view such a course of instruction
wonld be without any real value, but at the same time it could
earily be made offensive and dangerous by the teschers of the
various denominations. who, if eaper for tke rpread of the tenets
of their own faith, would not fail to impress those tenets on the
minds of the children, or who, if themselves unbelievers, could
ecarcely conceal from the children their own want of faith in the
trath of Scriptnral lersons given by them to the children,

*In Victoria it was proposed that the teachers should read the
lessons snd eay the prayers and have the hymns sung by the chil-
dren.  Moreover, it, was proposed to allow the teacher to deduce
from the Scriptural lesson any moral precept which he thought it
ogontained, The distinction between moral lessona and doctrinal
lensons is often 8o fine that it would be impossible to keep the two
separatae. Yet bere an opportunity would be afforded to an over
zealous scbool teacher of impressing on the plastic minda of the
children both the doctrinal and moral lessons whieh, in his judg-
ment, were deducible from the sacred text. The Cacholics had over
and above the general objections a special dislike to the proposed
scheme, because 1t wus founded on u non-Catholic principle. It
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