
Urban, waspraised in the same subject. Another Urbanstudent,
Mr. John Eavanagh, of theDiocese ofMaitland, carried off the first
prizeinDeLocit Theologicit, where Mr. Buckley, a New Zealand
studentof the College, wasproximo acoettit,ornearest-arrived;and
Mr.Burke,another Urban student, was the first laudatut,or com-
mended. In moral theology, a Sandhurst student of the College,
Mr.O'Byrne, wasproximo accettit;a BathurstUrbanstudent, Mr.
Heath, laudatus; and a student of the same for the Diocese of
Ckristchurch, Mr. MacDonnell, also laudatut, Mr. Kavanagh, of
Maitland and the same college, was proxime acoettit in Church
history, and attained the same honor in CanonLaw andagainin
Liturgy, in which last subject Mr. Buckley, the New Zeaiander
mentioned above, was highly commended, and Mr. Burke, of the
Diocese of Perth,laudatus. Mr. Buokley attained the samedistinc-
tion inSacred Arohasology, as did also Mr. Kavanagh, ofMaitland,
whereMr.Burke, just mentioned,was laudatut.'

His Holiness again under the Surgeon's Knife-— On
December 6 PopeLeo XIII.again submitted to the surgeon'sknife,
being operatedupon for the removalof a small tumor under the
arm. This operationhadbeen decidedupon asnecessary to prolong
the life of the venerablePontiff. Dr.Mazzoni directed the opera-
tion. Ina few minutes a bulletin was handed out to members of
thePapalhousehold,who wereanxiously waitingat the door. This
stated that the small tumor under the arm hadbeen removed with-
out great difficulty. The Pope had borneup well under the ordeal.
There wasgreat rejoicing at the statement that the conditions were
favorable for completerecovery.

A Souvenir of the Holy Tear.
—

Perhaps the most interest-
ing souvenir in connection with the present 'Anno Santo' will
some day be the magnificent collection of groups of different
pilgrims taken by the Papal photographer, Chev. de Frederiois.
This gentleman, whois a veritableartist of the camera,has photo-
graphed free of charge several hundred groups of pilgrims from
every part of the world, each in their distinctive coetumes, and
intends to present the HolyFather with the complete collection,
which will form a sort of photographic history of the jubilee year
pilgrimages. Looking over these interesting pictures it is more
easy to form an exactconceptionof thenumber,variety,and impor-
tanceof thepilgrimages than by perusing merestatistics, and thiß
compendium of the ethnographic characteristics of everyrace and
nation in the worldgivesus an approximateidea of the essentially
catholic character of the trueChurch, whiohunites initsmotherly
embrace the children of every clime.

TheHoly Father and the Index-
— '

AsIinformed youina
previousletter (writesa Rome correspondent) the Sacred Congrega-
tion of the Index recently publisheda new list of prohibitedbooks.
Itis not generally known that the HolyFather personally revised
the existing catalogue of the Index,and expunged therefrom the
titles of no fewer than 3000 works which had hithertobeen oon-
demned. In the courseof time many books which under previously
existing circumstances were justly considered dangerous reading,
becamequite harmless, so that it wouldhave been a useless rigor to
comprise them in the Index. This is another instance of the wise
liberality of Leo XIII.'a ideas and of themarvellousactivity of the
aged Pontiff who, in the midst of the numerous and important
cares of his exaltedposition,still finds time to give attention tothe
minutest details having reference to the spiritual welfareof the
flock confided to his care.'

UNITED STATES.— A Millionaire Acts as Waiter-—
With abig whiteapron tied aroundhiswaistMr. JohnD.Grimmins,
themillionaire contractor of New York,onChristmas Day acted as
the host to the 300 inmates of the Home for Aged Persons, con-
ducted by the Little Sisters of the Poor. It has been Mr.
Crimmins's custom for the last four years togive a Christmas treat
to the institution. There wasplenty of turkey,chicken, roaat beef,
andeatables. Mr.Crimmins's three sonß and four daughters aided
himin waiting on the tables. Mr. Crimmins was greetedon every
side with 'God bless you

'
when the dinner came toanend,and the

threeoheers which were proposed for him were given with all the
strength the feeble voices couldmuster.

Death Of a Popular Priest— An American exchange re-
ports, with regard to the death of the Vicar-General (Very Rev.
Father Barry), of Concord, New Hampshire, that on Sunday,
November 18, ia all the 12Protestant churchesof the city, reference
was made to the demise of the beloved priest. In some of the
churchesmention of the loss was made in prayer, while inothers
short addresses were made. In the First Unitarian Church an
entire memorialservice washeld. At this church aBeriea of resolu-
tions were passedunanimously and ordered to be placed upon the
recordsof the church. The Hon. James O. Lyford, naval officer of
Boston, whoattends this church, gave a half-hour's tribute to the
memory of Father Barry. Special prayers and an address were
given at the Episoopal Churoh. The body lay in state from two
o'clock on Sunday afternoon until 10 in the evening, andit is esti-
mated that 2000 Protestants entered the church to view theremains.
The priest who earnedsuch general esteem must indeed have been
a power for good. The tribute paid tohim is honorable alike tohis
memory aud to the Christian sentiments of those by whom it was
accorded.

TheGrandPrix was the highest awardobtainable at theParis
Exhibition,and the MoCormick Harvesting Machine Company, of
Ohioago, secured this coveted honor, and not only this but they
obtained more special prizes than all other competitors. Sucha
tribute to the worth of theMoCormick machines is proof positiveof
their excellence. Messrs. Morrow, Bassett and Co., Christohurch,
Ashburton, and Danedin,are the agents for the Company's manu-
factures inNew Zealand.— ,%

THE BOER WAR.

| NOTES ANDPOINTS OF INTEREST TO CATHOLIC READERS.

FARMING IN RHODESIA.
The endeavor of the British South AfricanChartered Company,

whoarepromiscuously advertising in the Sydney papers, tosecure
Australian settlers forRhodesia(says theFreeman'tJournal) is not
likely to meetwith great success when thereal worthof the com-
pany's offer becomes known. Interesting reference to the subject
ia contained in a letter recently received by Mr. E. Coffiu, from
Sergeant-Major William Spooner, who left Melbourne in the last
Bushmen's Contingent as a lance corporal. The writer tmmmariaea
thecompany's terms in the followingmanner:

—'
A settler is given an area of abont 3000 acreson which be

has to pay survey fees,etc. He receives £2 5s per annum,incon-
siderationof whichhe becomes amilitary subject. He alsoreceives
5s aday for such paradesas he may attend. Fiftyheadof cattle
are handed to him, and he contracts to either work the purchase
money offon the shares system,or to pay it off ininstalments.'

These conditions,sayß the writer,may sound very tempting to
a Victorian farmer, but to the initiated they are but a delusion,
Granting that Rhodesiais a cattle country,itmußt beremembered
that the animals die from every known and unknown disease.
Bullocksdie in the yoke,andcowsdie whilebeingmilked. Cattle*
raising, whioh was a 'going concern

'
before the rebellion of 1896

and the rinderpest,has been reduoedto a struggling stage. Itwill,
he adds, be many years before the oountry is anything like
adequately Btocked.

In another portion of the letter the writer states that the
southern part of Rhodesiais well watered and adapted to stock-
raising, andina less degree is suited for agriculture. Cattle, sheep,
and goatß wonld do very well if it were not for the dire disease!
from which they euffer. Horses also are very liable to oontraot
mortal complaints unless properly stabled,90 per oent.dying before
being in the country12months. Pigs thrive well, andbo far have
shown no disease. Poultry, on the other hand, are subject to a
complaint called

'
poultry cholera.' To the writer's personalknow*

ledge, one farmer lost 60 full-grown fowls in a night. Experi-
ments thathave beenmade up give hopeof the ultimatedisoovery
of ameans of preventing the high mortality amongstanimalsand
birds by means of inooulation. In regard to agriculture, mealies
(which realise 23s and upwards per bag), Kaffir corn and other
nativecereals, as wellaspotatoesand pumpkins,growinthe rainy
season without irrigation. Potatoes sell at 3d to 8d per lb,ina
goodmarket. Wheat grows well under irrigation. Grassis very
good, but dries up on the highlands towardsthe end of May. The
first rains fall inOctober,and are usually succeeded by a month or
six weeks of fine weather. The rains recommenceinNovember or
December, and continue, with occasional dry spells,until the end of
Marchor April. The temperatureis very hot in summer

—
anything

up to lßOdeg in the shade.
WAS IT A COMPLIMENT?

Mr. Michael Davitt tells some curious stories of GeneralDe
Wet with whom he discussed the campaign. After hearing many
caustic opinions,M.Davitt asked him whathe thought of GeneralFrench, 'Ah,' said De Wet, with a change of tone, 'he is the one
Boer General in theBritish Army.'

TAXING THE CAPITALISTS.
The Transvaal war (says the Catholic Tintet) is apparently by

nomeansover,and if the guerillas are as formidabletous asFranoe
found them to be in Spain, Mexico,and Algeria, and Spain lately
inCuba,and as America now finds them to be in thePhilippines,
the war may drag on for years. Already there is a hugebilltopay,
and the nation naturally expects that the Transvaal capitalists
shall be made tohelp topay it. Of course these gentlemenobject,
but we think the people of the country, which has sacrificed blood
andlives, will sternly demand that the mine-holders shall be taxed
tomeet the expenditure already incurred. The capitalists would
be delighted if the Chancellor of theExchequer laid no embargo on
thegold output,and if the Secretary for theColoniesgranted them
cheapnativelabor. We trust, and the nation trusts, thatboth these
officials will do their duty, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach must get as
muchmoney as he can from themines, inorder to pay thebillnow
due for the maintenance of the army which secured possessionof
them. And Mr. Chamberlain must prevent the miserable natives
frombeingexploitedby craftycompanieswhiohdesire forced labor,
littledisguised from slave labor, in order to cheapen prices. The
peopleof Great Britain will not tolerate any system of control over
thenative population of South Africa that would hand those de*
fencelesspeopleto the tender mercies of capitalists who value them
merelyfor the work they canbe made, willingly or unwillingly, to
perform.

AN ESTIMATE OF GENERAL BULLER.
There was something bluntand frank about General Buller's

despatches,and there is an honest ring abouthis speeches (says the
Belfast Weekly) that contrasts well with Lord Robert's magnilo-
quent dispatches over the occasional capture of a baker'sdozenof
Boers. Why Bnller has returned is perhapsnot quiteolear to the
man in the street, but the man who is not in the street knows,
according to the New Age, that he returns because Mr. Rhodes
desires it. General Buller has very many friends, but he is an
honest man, and Mr. Rhodes does not find an honest man very
valuable as an Imperial asset. When at last the history of this
warcomes to be written one of the very fewnames that will come
out with creditwill be that of the man who frankly confessed to
defeat,who spokegenerously of a brave enemy, and who refused to
rehabilitatehimself by

'faking
'

a despatch. Itwasa greaterthing
todo and a harder thing todo than the relief of Ladysmith.
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