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that if she came to the throne she would become a Papist andwould thus greatly endanger, if not destroy, the Protestantbuo-cession.
liriefly,adeliberateattempt was made to further the interestsof Cumberland by creating a hostile public feeling, or exciting apopularuproar against the joungPrincess Victoria. Her right toithe succession had betn decided not merely by claims of

heredity : it had been dttermintd by Act of Parliament as well.Ithadbeen likewise settled at thesame time by the voice of the
nation that in the event of the demise of William during theminorily ot thePrincess Victoria, her mother (theDuchess of Kent)was to be Regent. But the Orange leaders acted throughout theconspiracy as if th3Princess Victoria were deJacto excluded fromthe succession, and at the same time were steadily preparing tosecure, by armed force if necessary, the accession of theDuke ofCumberlandinher stead. They were banded together to commem-orateasuccessful revolution which took placein1(588. On their ownprinciples they could not well object toanother

'
glorious revolu-tion

'
in 1837,by which not a de facto king, bat a de jure queenwhom they hated and whose Becluded life left her quite unknownto the British public—would be set aside in the interests of theOrange institution.

Miss Martineau tells of the expectationof the
'
loyalOrange*men

'
to depose William IV.on theplea ofinsanity and to supersedethePrincess Victoria. Fairman,inone ofhis letters loCumberland(published in the English Parliamentary Committee's Report),

plainly advises his patronto put himself in a positiontoseize thethrone. Hey wood,aSheffieldOrangeman,declared toDeputy GrandMaster Kenyon that Fairman had assured the brethren as farbackas 1832 that the deposition of William IV. was « not improbable.'
Thebrethren referred to the Duke during the lifetime of WilliamIV.as 'the nearest to the throne '—to the exclusionof thePrincessVictoria. And Cumberland, as already stated, presided at themeetings of theImperial GrandLodge with the stateand oeremonypertaining to the office of anactually reigning king.

All this time the scheme of theconspirators wasspokenof only
to
'
safe

'people,andin whispersandenigmas. InFairman's lettersit isreferred toas
'
a great divulgement,' to be mentioned to

'only
sure Tories,' who are known to be'STAUNCH ' (the capitals arehis), and who felt whatthey owed to their 'unflinching champion'
(Cumberland). They were cautioned to 'nerve themselves' for a
great occasion that was coming. This is elsewhere referred to by
Fairman as a 'civil war,' a fast approaching time

'
when matters

will be brought to an issue
'

by the physical force of Orangeism,
when

'
a conflagration not easily to be extinguished

'
wouldbe setalight which'all the efforts of its opponents wouldneverbe able

to smother.' LordKenyon
—

one of the conspirators— declaredin a
letter to Fairman thathe (Kenyon) had spent'nearer £20,000 than£10,000' in 'the good cause.' And Fairman, in a quarrel with
Cumberland over payment (or was it blackmail ?) threatened hia
patron with

'
exposure

'
unless his demands were complied with.These seem to have been abundantly settled, for he successfully

concealed a vital part of the Grand Lodge correspondence,and re-
fused togive itup on the order of the Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee. Au.id*t strong opposition from the Orange party, the
House of Commons insisted on theproduction of the missing corres-
pondence. Fairman defied the order of the House. He was
committed for breach of privilege and

—
promptly absconded. The

mysterious letters
—

which, as he plainly said, referred to Orange
matters

—
were of anature which (hedeclared)hecould not divulge

without 'convictinghimself'and involvingothers. But to this day
thuir contentshave neverbeen brought to the light ofday.

THE PLOT EXPOSED.
A fact of marked significance was this: the whole Orange

party in the House of Commons solidly supported Fairman in his
refusal to surrender the incriminating documents. 'The flight of
Colonel Fairman,' says the National History ofEngland (vol. iv.,
p. 298), 'and the destruction or concealment of documents which
the House of Commons, through the Speaker, insisted that he
should deliver up, baffled furtherresearch at acritical point.' But
abundant other evidence of the existence of the Orange conspiracy
against the Princess Victoria was forthcoming. A number of com-
promising letters whichdonot appear in the publishedReportof
the Parliamentary Select Committee (English) were published in
the London and Westminster lievtew of January and April, 1836.
Otherincriminatory documents fell into thehands of Mr. Finnand
Mr. Hume, M's P., and have not yet seen the light of publication.
Shortly beforehis death Mr. Finn placed the papers that remained
in his possessionin the ha-idn of tho well-kuown historian, Dr. R.
R.Madden. After the deathof the latter,hii library was sold in
1887, and amanuscript history of Orangeism,embodying the papers
preserved by Mr. Finn, was secured by a private collector for a
largesum. Dr. Madden{United Irishmen, vol. iv.,p. 13) says that
the 'proof-iof the existence of that [the Cumberland] conspiracy'
1were considered of too formidable a character by the Government
of that day tobe published ina ParliamentaryReport.'

The publishersof theLondon and Westminster Review offered
toproduce the originals of the documents printed by them in the
event of the prosecution of the Duke of Cumberland for treason.
They likewise published in extenso the sworn depositionsof an
Orangeman directly implicating Fairman in arrangements for the
deposition of William IV. by force of arms, if necessary, and
placing the Duke of Cumberland upon the throne, to the exolusion
of the Princess Victoria. An Orangeman named Heywood, of
respectable character, wrote a letter to Lord Kenyon in Ocitober,
1835, involving Fairman and the Grand Lodge in the conspiracy.
Mr. Hume and Mr. Finn directly charged theDuke of Cumberland
andhis colleagues of the Grand Lodge in the House of Commons
withheading a vastconspiracy to alter tire "succession to the throne.
This wasonFebruary12, 1836, 'Itwasclear tothe [Parliamentary
Select] Committee,' says Miss Martineau (vol. ii., p.277), 'that the
evidencebore out Hey wood's statements' 'It was proposed,'says

Justin M'Carthy, and other historiansas coarse,brutal, overbearing,unpopular to an extraordinarydegree— amanot iniainous character,of low morals, a mere brutal roue, whose behavior woulddisgrace adecent tap-room inoar day.
Fairman was theDuke's jackal. Tnepay colonel had been anOrangeman bince1815. During the illness of George IV.he hadstrongly advocated in tho Press and oth._rwine the appointmentof a

Repent— the Recent to h-i none other than the Duke oi Cumber-laud. _ Inthe Mornniq 11,raid and elsewhere he had al«o spokenfilie'ht,in?lv of the claims of the Princess (the late Queen) Victoriato the throne. As the result of several loner private interviewsbetween the Duke and Fairman at Kew, the latter was, on Cumber-
land's nomination, appointed Deputy Grand Secretary (and actingGrand Secretary) of the Imperial Grand Lodge (London). An
easy-goingIrishman(ChetwoodeEustaceChetwoode)had previouslyfilled the position. Chetwoode was not the man for desperate
undertaking's. Itwas therefore decided to pet ridof him. The
method adopted by Cumberland and his associates cameout in the
evidence laid before the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry. It
was briefly as follows : Two 'tylers'of the ImperialGrand Lodge(Condeil and Osborne),aided by another Orangeman (Payne), brokeinto Chetwoode's chambers in Lyons' Inn (London) during hisabsence, and stole therefrom all the papers they could lay their
hands upon, The thieves were paid for their services byFairman.The stolen documents were placed in the hands of the Imperial
Grand Lodge, and Chetwoode was thus at one stroke deprivedofthe only weaponsby whichhe might havebeen a formidableenemy
for the conspirators to deal with. Tie was soon afterwards dis-missed from hi., position as Deputy Grand Secretary, and Fairman
was appointedto (illhis place.

From this moment an 'advanced
'
movement, in the interests of

the rouph old Imp; rial Grand Master, was pushed with feverish
energy among the lodges. New signs and passwordsweredevised
and every means taken to secure secrecy. An open resort tophysical force and armed terrorism was adopted. The loyalty ofthenation's last resource— the army

—
was tamperedwith systemati-cally and on a vast scale. The Imperial Grand Lodpe officialsexerted th« mselvts to the utmost to have Cumberlandappointed

Regent during the declining years of George IV.and William IV.
They ignored or belittled the legal rights of the Duchess of KeDt
andof her daughter the Princess (late Queen) Victoria— which hadbeen established by Act; of Parliament— anddidall that lay in theirpower to k((p what they called 'theparamount claims

'
of Cumber-

land as prominently a*possible before the public eye. From theday ofFair-man's appointment,Cumberland presided at theImperial
Grand Lo.l-e ln-dingn in the style and state of an actual king.And the h>d<rc corre.pondence of the period which subsequently
appeared in theReport of the Parliamentary Committee (English),is full of a gu-at stcret scheme which certain Orangemen subse-quently U'siiiL->d on oath was none other than an attempt to
prevent,by aimed force if necessary, the accession of Queen Vic-toria to the tlip/neof England.

'IKIUtOHISM AND DISLOYALTY.
Itwould be impo^ible, in the course of a summary newspaperarticle, to &ihe an ad. qu.itoidea of the feverish energy with whichthe polL-y ot phy- c il force was nrtraum^d and pushed thioughout

the llmpny ltr t'n p.no' by Cumberland aim his associates ininfamy. A ; ■, c i.mv »,i Fuimans orreipoinienoe appears in theEnglish Nlici 1' il, military Committee's Report on Orange
Lodgis. It i- a< the Committee point out, filled with appeal toOran»eiaen to terrorise oppobition out of existence by 'numbers,'by 'baldness of attitude,' 'by a rapidaugmentation of "our physicalforce,' 'to strike the foe [the Government] with awe,' to be 'aneternal sourceo' to ror to the enemy,' 'to stnice with terrorand soredismay' all who opposed thoir designs.

The corrupting of the fidelity of the army wenton at a merrypace. The for;, ation of regimental lodges— althoughstrictly for-bidden in the military regulations of 1522 and 182(J— was eagerlycarried on. Ihe Irish yeomanry regiments weredescribed as 'allOrange." Din'Mfection wassystematically spread among the line inevery part of the P-ritish Isles, in Canada, Australia, the lonianIsles, Malta, etc. All this was done by the cxprem direction ofCumberland and the Grand lodge, and letters were scut from theknotof titled conspirators impressing on non-commissioned officersthe necessity of oisobsjing the commands of their superior officers.When the conspiracy was discovered there were over fifty regiments
whose fidelity could not becounted upon. To these we must addthe Iri«h yeomanry forces and the 310,000 to 860,000 Orange
civilians who. according to the evidence of the Imperial GrandLodge official*, were scattered through Great Britain and Ireland.The English Select Committee's Report points out thatmost of theOrange civilians were supplied witharms, and thatall the membersof that vast organisation— perhaps close on half a million of armedmen at the time— werebound by oath to assemble at the commandof Gr^nd Master the Duke of Cumberland, who thus held in hishands all the elements of arapid andpuccessful revolution. Itwasthis dang«rouH power of rapidly and secretly mobilising vast bodiesof armed famines wliu h,in the eyes of theEnglish ParliamentarySelect Committee of I.VJS.constituted the Orange Society a menaceto the safetyof the Kinpuv, and made the complete suppressionofthe Orange asx cation

'
imperatively necessary.'

All the time that the underground armed preparations were inprogress, every uTort was being made by Cumberland and hisaccomplices in ttv>c Grand Lolge tok.ep the pretender 'inprominentshape'(as Fairman put it) before the public eye. As Lord Kroug-ham said {Lift and /<w,.v, iii., 371), 'it became manifest that hisRoyalHighiu-w} now thought himself destined to play a greatpart,and he was flyingat high game.' Cumberland's party industriouslycirculated ruin<,rs favoi.ible to the schemes of their Imperial GrandMaster, and which contained contemptuous references to thelegalised claims of the Princess Victoria, whom they described aa
being- only

'
a woman and a minor '—with the further addendum

4
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