
educated,having beenselected by the family whilst yeta youthasthe husband of the Queen. Although in after years when thepeople came to know him better the Prince Consort became
ipopular.still for a long time he was considered proud, stiff, and'oold.

In theJune following the marriageanattack wasmade on theQueen's life by an insane pot-boy named Oxford, who was soonafter placed in a lnnatio asylum. On the 21st of November,1840
wasborn theQueen's first child, Princess Victoria, and on the 9thofNovemberof the following year was born thePrince of Walesnow KingEdwardVII.

Inthe summer of 1852 twoattemptsweremade on herMajesty's
life

—
in the first instanceby a mannamedFrancis, and in the latterby ahunchback namedBean.

Since theQueen's aooession the Empire had enjoyeda timeofcomparativepeace, and consequently it was a great shock to the
nation when,early in1842, tidings were brought from India of the
utter destruction of a British force in the Khyber Pass, in themountains of Afghanistan. This was very soon followed by theSikhwar,whichresultedinthePunjaub being placed underBritishprotection.

Inthe summerof 1845 werenoticedthe first symptoms of thepotato blight, andalthough itaffected the crop in the whole of theUnited Kingdom,still it was only inIreland its effects weremostseverely felt, the tuber being the chief article of food with thebulkof the people. Our readers are only too well aware of the fearful
results of the failureof the potato orop in Ireland:whole districtsweredepopulatedby hunger, disease,and emigration.

In1851was opened the firstof those great internationalexhi-bitionswhichhelp to bring together thepeopleof various oountriesin friendly rivalry. For thehousing of theproduceof the art andindustry of the oivilised worldtheCrystal Palace,ahuge building
constructedof glass and iron, waserected. The opening ceremonywas witnessed by over700,000 persons. In the following year theDuke of Wellington passed away,to the keen grief of theQueen. Scarcelyhadthegrave closed over the great soldier beforethere were signs of a Europeanwar. In1852Louis Napoleon waseleotedEmperor ofFrance,and soonafter allied himself withEng-land for the protection of TurkeyagainstRussia, the outcome ofwhichwas theCrimeanwar. A few years later was institutedtheVictoriaCross asa badge of honor for deeds of valorand self-sacri-fioe in faceof the enemy. The first distributionwas made by the
Queen's own hands in Hyde Park in June, 1857. Shortly afterword reached England of the beginning of the mutiny inIndia,
whichlooked atone time as if it wouldresult in the overthrow ofBritish ruleinthat land. Itis not necessary togo into thedreadfuldetails of those times, suffice to say that order was eventuallyrestored during the following year,and the East IndiaCompanyseveredits connection with the country.

WIDOWHOOD.
InDecember, 1861, thePrinceConsort died, to the inexpressible

griefof her Majesty and the nation. On the lOth of March1,18(13thePrinceof Wales, now King Edward VII., was married to thePrincess Alexandra of Denmark. The years that followedwereun-eventful. In 1868 the Liberals came into power and one of thefirst acts was the disestablishmentanddisendowmentof the Protes-tant Church in Ireland. On the Ist of January, 1876, the Queenwasproclaimed Empress of India, and about the same time theTransvaal
—

which was destined to cause so much anxiety to herMajesty in the closing days of her reign—
was annexed. Duringthosedays the Queen was not without her domestic trouble*, forillness and death visit royal households in aa unceremonious amanneras they do thoseof themeanest subjects.In June, 1887, her Majesty celebrated the jubilee of heracoession,and the event was taken advantage of by her subjectsin allparts of theworld to show their loyalty and love for one whohad beenamodel as aruleranda woman.

VARIA.
The late Queen occupied the throne for 64 years, reigninglonger thanany previousEnglish sovereign,and only exceeded inlengthof lifeby George 111.
Tne Victorianera will be remembered as a period of great pro-gress in the arts and sciences. As an illustration it might bementioned that the news of the death of George 111. took fourmonths to *ea°h Sydney, whilstthe demiseof theQueenwasknown

in theNew South Wales capital in as many hours after the sadevent tookplace.
The Parliament which assembledin Decemberat Westminsterwas the fifteenth of Queen Victoria's reign. This established apeat record in the annals of Parliamentaryhistory, for since the

"JS.6*^ Henry VIII-> wn«n Parliamentsof more than one sessionlrstbegantobeusual, thegreatest number ever summoned by onesovereign was12, by George 111., in his reign of nearly 60 years.The only two other reigns of any long duration during the■ame period are Queen Elizabeth's and George ll.'s. During theformer 10 were called and dissolved, and during the latter only
During her Majesty's lifetime, it might be said thatshe hadwonthe entire world transformed. In1838, the yearafter shecameto the throne,the first steamboat whioh ever crossed theAtlantic oranyotheroceanstarted fromSavannahtoLiverpool,makingthevoy-agein26 days. The samedistanceis nowmade inless that six. Shewmmx years of age when the first railway train in the world

■carted Co oarry passengers. She was eighteen years of age, and
nad iuit ascended the throne, when theMorse system of telegraphywas firstpatented. Thirty-nine years of her life had passed whenthe first oable was laid under the Atlantic. Fifty-six years of itexpiredbeforethe first telephonewentintopracticaloperation. Atthe time of her birth the tramp of Bonaparte's armies had justceased toshake the world,andBonapartehimself wasa prisoneeonaBritish island in the South Atlantic. She has seennearly every
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throne in Europe vacated many time*. She has ae«n her owncountry transformed politically from an oligarchy,inwhich onlyone out of 50 of the population waspermitted to vote,into a demo-craoy inwhich the voters numbered one out of six of the inhabi-tants.
�

_AV"|»tratinic her wonderful long reignher Majestyhadseen11 Lord Chancellors,10 PrimeMinisters,six Speakersof theHouseof Commona, at least three Bishopsof every See,and fiveor six ofmany Sees, five Archbishops of Canterbury and sir Archbishops ofYork, and fiveCommanders-in-Chief. She had Been five Dukes ofIsorfolk succeed each other as EarlMarshal,and hadoutlived everyduke and duchess and every marquis and marchioness who borethatrank in 1837. She outlived every member of the JockeyCluband everyMaster of the Hounds who flourishedin 1837. Shehadseen 17 Presidentsof the United States, 10 Viceroysof Canada,15Viceroys of India, and France successively ruledby one King,oneEmperor,and sevenPresidentsof a Republic
It is strange to note how the dynasties whichhave reignedover England have gradually improved in length of life. Theaverage age of the Norman Kings was 57. That of the Planta-genets wag only 46, not one King of the Houses of Lancaster orYork attaining the age of 50. The Tudor Sovereigns averaged48years,Queen Elizabeth being the first ruler of England to liveintoher seventieth year, and having no equal in this respeot for acentury and a half, when George 11.surpassed her. The Stuartsaveraged 52 years,in spite of the premature taking-off ofCharles I.The fivepredecessorsof her Majesty of theHanoverianlinelivedtothe vastly increased averageof 73 years.
An appreciationof her late Majesty's personal characterandworth appears inour leading columns this week.

THE CUMBERLAND PLOT.

THE GREAT ORANGE ARMED CONSPIRACY TO DEPRIVE
QUEEN VICTORIA OF THE THRONE OF ENGLAND.

The death of the Empress-Queen Victoria recalls to mind thesingular story of aninfamous, buthappily unsuccessful, conspiracythat was hatched by the leaders of the Orange Society in thehey-day of that oath-boundassociation— lß2B-1836. It occupiesas well-known a place in history as the Cato Street Conspiracy, and isknown by the title of 'The Cumberland Plot.1 It is so calledbecause theprincipal actor init,and the chief intendedbeneficiary
by it, was Ernest, Duke of Cumberland, Imperial Grand Master ofthe Orange Association. The object of the plot was to alter the
succession of the throne of GreatBritain:toset aside the just andlegalised claims of the Princess (late Queen) Victoria, and toplacethe crown uponthe head of Ernest,Duke of Cumberland.The period covered by the underground workings of this greatconspiracy embraced the years 1828-33. These were the goldenyears of the Orange institution, the time of its greatest power and
most dangerous activity. Rev. Dr. Killen, the Irish Presbyterianhistorian, tells us in the second volume of his Eoclesiaxtical His-
tory_ of Ireland(p. 463) that towards the close of this period (1828-183.">)'the Orange institute suddenly collapsed. Notwithstanding
their loud protestations of loyalty,1 he continues, 'its adherents hadbeen recently involved in treasonable designs. The passing of theRoman CatholicEmancipation Bill in 1829 had driven them almost
to madness, and ever since their movementshad been markedbyrecklessness and folly.1 The alarm created in thepublic and officialmind by the threatening aspect of Orangeism led to the appoint-ment, in 1835, of two Parliamentary Committees of Inquiry.Their investigations, says Dr. Killen (ii,464), 'revealed the exis-
tenceof a conspiracy to exclude the Princess Victoria from thesuccession, andplace theDukeofCumberlandon the throne.' MissMartineau, a contemporaryProtestanthistorian,refers as follows tothe Cumberland Plot in the second volume of her Thirty Year*'
Peace (p.266) :

'
The revolutionarymovementreferred toas occur-ring at the other end of society wasone whichit wouldbe scarcely

possible to credit now, but for thebody of documentary evidencewhichleaves noshadow of doubt onany of the principal featuresof the conspiracy. The whole affair seems bo unßuited toour time
andtheconditions of our monarchy—

so like aplunge back into aformer century
—

that all the superiority of documentaryevidenceof which wehave the advantageis needed to make the storyoredibletoquietpeople whodo not dream of treason,plots, andcivil warinEngland inoarday.1
THE PLOTTERS.

The 'body of documentary evidence* referred to by MissMartineaushows that the conspiracy to alter the succession to thethronein favor of theDuke of Cumberland was conducted by themembers of the Imperial Grand Lodge (London), which exercisedcompleteandabsolute control over the votes, policy,and destiniesof all the scattered units of Orangeism throughout the world.Among those who seem to have beenmost deeply implicated wereLordsKenyon, Wynford, Longford,and Roden, the Duke ofGordon(DeputyGrand Master for Scotland), and the Marquis of London-derry. The leading roles in the plot are, however, assigned bygeneralconsent to the Duke of Cumberland and to his intimatefriend and familiar, Lieutenant-Colonel Blennerhasset Fairmanwho wasDeputy GrandSecretary of theOrange Society.
THE ARCH-PLOTTEBB.

Ernest, Duke of Cumberland,was brotherof thereigning KingWilliam IV.— the immediatepredecessor of the lateQueen on thethrone of Great Britain. He is described by Spenoer Walpole,

3
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i. Z Fo£ fuUerdetails of this remarkable conspiracy see Thr OrangeSocietyby Rev.H.W. Oleary pp. 362-386, (TABLET Office, 1h 3d. postedIs8d) ■ alsol*thedition, C.T.S.,London(cloth 2s 6d),of all catholicbcSkVellere. '
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