
Thursday, January 24, 1901.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

TESTIMONIAL TO THE LATE BISHOP OF
BATHURST.

Throughsome high influence 'Old True Blue' contrived
toget a pension of £40 a year from the Literary Fund,and,
of all others, from the scholarly translator of Homer, Lord
Derby, who, however, had probably never read a line of the
wretched prose which Young had chopped intolengths— like
the twigs that boila cottager's pot. There was a lively debate
in the House of Commons over the grant. In anticipationof
the debate, allavailablecopies of 'Old True BiueV 'poems

'
were securedby his friends, so that the members of ihe Hous>e
should not be able toprocure any. And the LondonMorning
Star had some scathing articles on the degradation to whichthe other recipients of the Literary Fund— writers of realeminence— had been subjected by the grant to the semi-illiteratecomposerof Orange street ballads.

On Sunday afternoon, January 6,a presentation— the largest evermade toa bishop in Australasia
—

was made to the late Dr.Byrne,BishopofBathurst. A sumof over £2530 wassubscribed. Among
those present were his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, andhia
oldest and best friend, the Right Rev, Dr. Murray, Bishop of
Bathur°t. Tb« jirpanTitfttirm waamad« in St. Joseph's Schoolroom,
Convent of Mercy. Sorrow was written on every face, and theconversation wry? in "rmtohw and many a sob was heard in the
building as the delicate, wasted form of the belovedand revered
Bishop passedto the chair ready for him. For someminutes (says
the Freeman correspondent) a death-likesilence reigned, brokenonly by a muffled sob now and again. Archbishop, bishop,priests,all— all gavevent to their pent up feelings of sorrowin tears thatwouldnot remainunshed. Tears shedby his faithful, loving chil-dren, who wouldmake any sacrifice torestorehis losthealthandpro-longhis days. Hia Lordshipsat calmly inhischair. Hiscountenance
spoke only tooplainly of his shattered health, but angelic patiencewas written there, apatienceand resignation almost superhuman.
On account of his Lordship's failing health the committeehad toanticipate the appointed time by nearly a fortnight,and to make
the presentation in a comparatively private manner, abandoning
thebanquet or festive gathering to honor the delegates and othervisitors who wouldhave attendedas a mark of their friendship forhis Lordship. The address was read and thepresentation madeby
the Very Rev.Father Dunn, V.G. An address from the laity was
also read by the Hon. J.Meagher. Other addresses werepresentedonbehalf of theHibernian Society and of various confraternities-His Lordship was unable, owing to weakness, torespond, and his
written replies, which were very touching and affectionate, were
readby Rev.Father McGee. At the conclusion of his reply to theclergy he said:

'
My life is drawing to a close, andshould this be

our last meeting Iwould ask you to think lightly of my manyfaults, and tohavesometimes a kindly remembranceof onewhohat,
inhis day, tried,however imperfectly, todo somethingfor the greater
glory of God, and thebenefit of his fellow-man.'

Touching and eloquent words were spokenby theArchbishop
of Melbourne andby the aged and venerable Bishop of Maitland,
both of whom had journeyed to Bathurst on hearing of thedangerous state of health of BishopByrne.

At the conclusion of the speeches a touching scene waswit-
nessed. His Lordship Dr. Byrne arose painfully and Baid: 'Youwill excuse me for not speaking to you at length. The spirit iswilling,but the voice is weak,and Iam afraidIcould not makemyself heard throughout thehall. Iwish, however,to expressmy
thanks to his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne and to Dr.Murray for being present. Iexpected my dear old friend, Dr]
Murray, for heis the oldest and dearest friendIhave; butit waa
anunexpectedpleasure to see his Grace of Melbourne here, andIam deeply grateful to him. Iwill not reiterate what has beenalready expressedin my replies to yourpresentation and addresses.My whole heart is centred in Bathurst. Ithank God that there isevery prospect thatmy days will be endedinBathurst,and whenIhave passed away you will not forget me, and will remember maconstantly in your prayers.' The audience then knelt, and theBishopbestowed his Episcopal Blessing, great emotion being exhi«bited by all present.

As already intimated in our issue of last week, the belovedprelate passed awayamidßt the grief of his people. A statement
made inlast Friday's papers to the effect that the VeryRev.FatherDunn, V.G., was appointed his successor, is incorrect. FatherDunn has been appointed vicar-capitular or administratorof thediocese pending the appointment of a successor to the lateBishop
Byrne.

STRANGER THAN FICTION.

A gratifying story of Catholic progress
LIKE the comesalso fromthe UnitedStates. Accord-

CREEN BAY tree, ing to the New York Independent, the
following figures were presented at the

recent meetingof the Presbyteries of NewJersey, as showingthegrowth of the different Churches in theState from 1890 to
1900:

—
Communicants.

♥ Perhaps,'says Mulhall in his Congress article, "
the progressof Catholicityin the UnitedStates will be better understoodifwe compare the census returns of the variousreligions in 1890with those for 1850, viz.:—

According to this table the Catholic Church in the United
Stateshad, in 1890, 735 churches for every 100 that it had in1850; the Methodists had 346; the Baptists 380; and thePresbyterians 260. During the same period the church
property held by the various denominations increased at thefollowing rates: Catholic, 13 times;Methodist, 8 7-10 times;Baptist,7> ;Presbyterian, 6±. It should be noted that under
thegeneral title of 'Methodist,' ♥Baptist,' and 'Presbyterian'
some 42 or more separate and independent religiousdenomi-
nations are included.

" What a marvellous transformation,' says Bishop Spald-
ingina recent article, * has taken place in the last fitly years,
for it is scarcely longer than this since theCatholic revival inthe English-speaking world began. More than one-fifth of thebishops who govern dioceses are now found in the British
Empire and in the UnitedStates. The Catholics whospeakEnglish are twenty millionsor more. In the last half centurytheyhave built probablyas many churches, schools, convents,
and institutions of charity as the twohundred millionCatholics
besides. There have doubtlessbeen losses,but in the midstofstruggle and battle loss is inevitable. . . . Nevertheless,
thehistory of the Church in the English-speakingworldduringthe nineteenthcentury is oneof real and great progress;andthere is good reason to think that we shall continue to advance,
since both priests and people are animated by the spirit ofconfidence, of courage,of generous and devoted loyaltyto thefaith.'

A correspondent of the Melbourne Tribune sends acutting fromthe Age of May16, 1892, whichreads as follows :—:
—

A
'convict' of an extraordinarykind was liberated from NewCaledonia the other day,and returned toFrance. He was the Abbe)

Doumoulin, apriest of the archdiocese of Air, who, threeyears agowas convictedof the murder of a Madame Blanchard, a wealthyand benevolent lady. The abbe wasconvicted upon purely circum-stantial evidence. The facts were that Madame Blanchard hadoccasion to call at the presbytery occupied by M. Doumoulin inorder toreceive from him a sum of £400 which lay in his hands tothe credit of a religious society with which the lady wasconnectedThe time was midday. In approaching and returning from thepresbytery Madame Blanchard had to pass through a rained anddeserted monastery. It was known that the lady saw the priest
and received the money from him,but she did not return homethat day. Four days afterwards her dead body was discovered inoneof the cells of the old monastery. The remains bore severalstabs of a knife, and there was no money upon theperson of themurdered lady. A table knife stained with human blood and apockethandkerchief, which had belonged to MadameDoumoulin
were foundin thepresbytery. The abbewas the last person knownto have seen the unfortunate lady alive. Ho was arrested con-victed, and sentenced to transportation for life. Five months ago
the sexton of M. Doumonlin's church, a man Earned Kloser con-fessed thathe waylaid and murdered MadameBlanchard,and thaton the day her body was discovered he went to confession to theabbe and acknowledged his crime. When,however,thepriest wasarrested and condemned,Kloeer had not the courage to publiclyacknowledge his guilt. Upon Kloser avowing hia crime to theauthorities,the Supreme Court ordereda new trial of the abbebywayof form, whenhe was acquitted,and returned to his cure inthe diocese of Aix,wherehe was reoeived by his people with greatrejoicing.
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Churches.
tomanCatholics
Episcopal
'ongregmtional...
Saptist
lethodiat
'resbyterian

1890. 1900.
222,274 344,490
30,103 40,311
4,912 (3.534

39.760 52,088
82,955 96.7.")5
58,759 62,278

Increase
per cent,

55
34
33
31
17
1G

Number ofChurchtea. Value of Chi.ue o lurchProperty.iurc Property.

1850. 1890.
tornanCatholic... 1.200 8.816
lethodist ... 13,300 46,140
baptist 9,600 36,670
'reabyterian ... 4.800 12,470

1850.
9.100.000d01.

15,200,000d01.
11,200,000d01.
15,100,000d01.

1890.
118,000,000d01,
131,500.000d0l

82,000.000d01.
91,500,000d01,

Wanted, about50 clerks to helpread testimonials re Tussicura.Solemanufacturer, S. J.Evans,2s 6d.— *%
TheMoCormiokHarvesting Machine Company built and sold213,629 machines in the seasonof 1899. This is thegreatest sale of

harvesting machinesever madeby one company.
— ***

A veryuseful tool isMawson'sPatent Lifting Jack, for lifting
waggonsand carriages while oiling, etc. Itis one of thehandiest
and best Jacks made. One mancan easily left a ton, and its weight
is only 141b. It is quick in action. A trial will demonstrate its
wonderfulutility as a great savingin muscular exertion. See it.
Theprice,only 15s. Morrow,Bassettand Co.,sole agents.— *%

TheGrandPrix was the highest award obtainableat theParisExhibition,and the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company, of
Chicago, secured this coveted honor, and not only this but they
obtained more special prizes than all other competitors. Such a
tribute to the worth of the McCormick machines is proofpositiveof
their excellence. Messrs. Morrow, Bassett and Co., Christchurch,Ashburton, and Dunedin,are the agents for the Company's manu-facturesin New Zealand.

—
#%
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