Thureday, Jannary 24, 1901.)

Through some high influence *Old True Blue® contrived
to get a pension of {40 a year from the Literary Fund, and,
of all others, from the scholarly translator of Homer, Lord
Derby, who, however, had probably never read a line of the
wretched prose which Young had chopped into lengths—like
the twigs that boil a cottager’s pot. There was a lively debate
in the House of Commons over the grant. In anticipation of
the debate, all available copies of *Old True Biue's? * poems ’
were secured by his {riends, so that the members of the House
should not he able to procure any.  And the London Moruing
Star had some scathing articles on the degradation to which
the other recipients of the Literary Fund-—writers of real
eminence—had been subjected by the grant to the semi-
illiterate composer of Qrange street ballads,

A GRATI¥YING story of Catholic progress

LIKE THE comes also from the United States. Accord-

GREEN BAY TREE, in{z to the New lork Independent, the

following figures were presented at the

recent meeting of the Presbyteries of New Jersey, as showing

the growth of the different Churches in the State from 1390 to
1960 :—

Communicants,
Churches, — Increase
1890, 1400, per cent,
Roman Catholica e L 222,274 344,490 56
Episcopal wee e . 30,108 10,311 H
Congregational... 4,912 6,584 33
Baptist ... e 34760 52,088 31
Methodiat 82,955 86.735 17
Presbyterian .. e BBTSY £2.274 16

‘ Perhaps,” says Muthall in his Congress article, * the progress
of Cathalicity in the United States will be better understood if
we compare the census returns of the various religions in 18g0
with those for 1850, viz, :—

Number of Churches, Value of Church Property.

— e i .

1850, 1890, 1850, 15490,
Roman Catholie.,. 1.200 8.816 9.100.000dol.  118,000,000d0l,
Methodist .. 13300 46,140 15,200,000d0l,  131,500,000d0l,
Baptiat 9,600 36,670 11,200,000do], 82,000.00vdol,
Presbyterian 4800 12470 15,100,000d0),  91,500,000dol,

According to this table the Catholic Church in the United
States had, in 18g0, 735 churches for every 1ou that it had in
1850; the Methodists had 7346; the Baptists 38; and the
Presbyterians 260, During the same period the church
property held by the various denominations increased at the
following rates: Catholic, 13 times; Methodist, 8 7-10 times;
Baptist, 71 ; Presbyterian, 6.5, It should be noted that uader
the general title of * Method:st,’ * Baptist,” and * Presbyterian’
some 42 or more separate and independent religious denomi-
nations are included.

L J * *

f What a marvellous transformation,’ says Bishop Spald.
ing in a recent article, “ has taken place in the last Fity years,
for it is scarcely longer than this since the Catholic revival in
the English-speaking world began, More than one-fifth of the
bishops who govern dioceses are now found in the British
Empire and in the United States. The Catholics who speak
English are twenty millions or more. In the last half century
they have built probably as many churches, schools, canvents,
and institutions of charity as the two hundred million Catholics
besides. There have doubtless been losses, but in the midst of
struggle and battle loss is inevitable. . . Nevertheless,
the history of the Church in the English-speaking world during
the nineteenth century is one of real and great progress; and
there is good reason to think that we shall continue to advance,
since both priests and people are animated by the spirit of
confidence, of courage, of generous and devoted loyalty to the
faith.’

Wanted, abouat 50 clerke to help read testimonials r» Tussicura.
8ole manufacturer, 8. J. Evans, 25 6d.—*,

The MeCormick Harvesting Machine Company built and sold
213,629 machines in the season of 1899, This is the greatest sale of
harvesting machines ever made by one company.— %,

A very useful tool is Mawson’s Patent Lifting Jack, for lifting
waggons and carriages while oiling, ete. It is one of the handiest
and best Jacks made, One man can easily left a ton, and its weight
is only 141b, It i quick in action. A tria! will demonstrate its
wonderful utility as s great saving in muscular exertion. See it,
The price, only 153, Morrow, Bassett and Co., sole agents.—,”,

The Grand Prix was the highest award obtainable at the Paris
Exhibition, and the McCormick Harvesting Machine Compauny, of
Chicago, secured this coveted honor, and not only this but they
obtained more epecial prizes than all other competitors, Such a
tribute to the worth of the McCormick machines is proof positive of
their excellence. Messra, Morrow, Bassett and Co,, Christchurch,
Asbburton, and Dunedia, are the ngents for the Company’s manu-
factures in New Zealand,—,*,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. 3

TESTIMONTAL TO THE TATE BISHOP OF
BATHURST.

Ox Bunday afternoon, January 6, a presentation—the largest ever
made to o bishop in Australasia—wuR made to the late Dr, Byroe,
Bishop of Bathurst, A sum of over £2330 was suhseribed. Among
those present were his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, and his
oldest and hest friend, the Right Rev. Dr, Murray, Bishop of
Dathupst, The preaentation was mada in 8¢, Joseph's Schoolroom,
Convent of Mercy. Sorrow was written on every face, and the
sonrerration wne in snatches and many a soh was heard ia the
building as the delicate. wasted form of the beloved and revered
Bishop passed to the chair ready for him. For some minuates (says
the [rerman correspondent) a death-like silence reigned, broken
only by a muffled sob now and again. Archbishop, bishop, priests,
all—all gave vent to their pent up feelings of sorrow in tears that
would not remain unshed. Teats shed by his faithful, loving chil-
dren, who would make any sacrifice to restore his lost healthand pro-
long his days. His Lordehip sat ealmly in his chair. His countenance
apoke only too plainly of his shattered health, but angelic patience
was written there. » patience and resignation slmost superhuman,
On account of his Lordship's failing henlth the committee had to
antieipate the appointed time by nearly a fortnight, and to make
the presentation in a compamtively private manner, abandoning
the banquet or festive gathering to honor the delegates and other
visitors who would hava attended as = mark of their friendship for
his Lordship. The address was read and the presentation made by
the Very Rev. Father Dunn, V.G. An addrees from the laity waa
also reand by the Hon, J. Meagher, Other addresses were presented
on hehalf of the Hibernian Society and of varions confraternitics.
His Lordship was unable, owing to weakness, to respond, and his
written replies. which were very touching and affectionate, were
read by Rev, Father McGee, At the conclusion of his reply to the
clergy he eaid: * My life is drawing to a close, and should thiz be
our last meeting I would ssk you to think lightly of my many
faults, and to have rometimes 2 kindly remembrance of ane who has,
in his day, tried, however imperfeetly, to do something for the greater
glory of God, and the benefit of his fellow-man.’

Touching and eloquent words were spoken by the Arohbish
of Melbourne and by the aged and venerable Bishop of Maitland,
both of whom hed journeyed to Bathurst on hearing of the
dangerous state of health of Bishop Byrne,

At the conclusion of the speeches » touching scene was wit-
nessed. His Lordship Dr, Byrne arose painfully and said :—* Yoq
will excuse me for not spesking to you at length. The spirit is
willing, but the voice is weak, and I am afraid 1 could not make
myself heard throughout the hali, T wich, however, to express my
thanks to his Grace the Archbishop of Melbonrne and to Dr,
Murray for being present. I expected my dear old friend, Dr,
Murray. for he is the oldest and dearest friend I have; but it was
an unexpected pleasure to see hie Grace of Melbourne here, and I
am deeply grateful to him. X will not reiterate what has been
already expreseed in my replies to your presentation and addresses,
My whole heart is centred in Bathurst. I thank God that there is
every prospect that my days will be ended in Bathurst, and when I
have passed away you will not forget me, and will remember ms
congtantly in your prayers” The audience then knelt, and the
Bishop bestowed his Episcopsl Blessing, great emotion being exhi-
bited by all present.

As already intimated in our issue of last week, the beloved
prelate passed away aroidst the grief of his people, A statement
made in last Friday's papers to the effect that the Very Rev, Father
Dunn, V.G., was appointed his successor, is incorrect. Father
Dunn has been appointed vicar-capitular or administrator of the
diocese pending the appointment of a successor to the late Lishop
Byrne.

STRANGER THAN FICTION.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Melbourne Pritunes sends a cutting from
the Age of May 16, 1892, which reads as follows :—

A ‘convict’ of an extraordinary kind was liberated from New
Caledonia the other day, and returned to France, He was the Abbg
Donmoulin, a priest of the archdiocese of Aix, who, three years ago,
was convicted of the murder of a Madame Blanchard, a wealthy
and benevolent lady. The abbé was convioted upon purely circum-
atantial evidence, The fucts were that Madame Llanchard had
occasion ta call at the presbytery occupied by M. Doumoulin in
order to receive from him a sum of £400 which lay in his hands tg
the credit of a religious society with which the lady waa connected,
The time was midday, In spproaching and retutning from the
precbytery Madame Blanchard had to pass throvugh a ruined and
deseried monnstery. It was known that the lady saw the priest
and receivad the money from him, but she did Dot return home
that dey. Four days afterwards her dead body was discovered in
one of the cells of the old monastery. The remsins hore several
stabs of a knife, and there was no money upon the person of the
murdered lady, A table knife stained with human blood, and a
pocket handkerchief, which had belonged to Madame Doumoulin,
were found in the presbytery. The abb¢ was the last person known
to have seen the onfortunate lady alive, He was arrested, con-
victed, and sentenced to transportation for life, Five wmonths ago
the sexton of M, Doumonlin's church, a man pamed Kloser, con-
fesgsed that he waylaid and murdered Madame Blanchard, and that
on the day her body was diecovered he went to confession to the
abbé and acknowledged his crime. When, however, the privst waa
arrested and condemned, Kloser had not the courage to publicly
acknowledge his gumilt, Upon Kloeer avawing his crime to the
authorities, the Supreme Court ordered a new trial of the abbé by
way of form, when he was nequitted, and returned to his cure in
the diocese of Aix, where he was received by hin people with preat
rejoicing.
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